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Chi Mob Muscling Into Disc Biz: 
- Jukebox Violence in St. Louis 


2 








Chicago, Sept. 24. 

A Chicago mob that controls 150,- 
000 coin-operated machines in the 
lilinois, Indiana and Wisconsin areas 
is taking an interest in a proposition 
of a freelance recorder of New York 
that the mob go in for the manufac- 
turing of phonograph discs. Suc- 
cess of such a venture is regarded as 
inevitable since not a machine, so the 
music trade understands, can be 
spotted within certain precincts un- 
less the machine distrib first sees the 
mob’s leader. 

Through such a setup the band or 
numbers recorded would be of little 


moment; the discs would be put in| 


the machines regardless. 





St. Louis Jukebox Blues 
St. Louis, Sept. 24. 

The smashing of four plateglass 
windows in the office of the Winrose 
Musie Co., jukebox distributor, last 
week, fs causing gendarmes a head- 
ache as they fear the act is a fore- 
runner of a feud between distribu- 
tors of the automatic machines. Mor- 
ris Wand, manager, told cops the firm 
had placed about 50 jukeboxes in 
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Democracy 





Oklahoma City, Sept. 24. 

Oklahoma Network takes credit 
for helping Lieut. Gov. James E. 
Berry to decide whether to stay 
in his.state job or go into active 
duty with the National Guard, 
where he holds the rank of ma- 
jor. Web had announcers in its 
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TIRED OF NAZIS 
cOON-FEEDING 


Considerable Expense to 
American Networks to 
Maintain Reporters Who 
Are Not Allowed to Re- 
port—Much More Liberal 
Policy in Great Britain 








Spain Aims to Compete With H'wood 
For Latin American Film Market 
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Will Age Fast 





Only angle of the conscription 
bill which is getting smiles in 
Hollywood and New York is the 
effect it will have on films’ and 
legit’s perennial juves. 

It is said that most of them 
will show a surprising degree of 
maturity, carrying them far be- 








By JOSEPH D. RAVOTTO 
Madrid, Sept. 10. 
With Germany and Italy employ- 
ing their total resources to the sub- 
jugation of Great Britain, and 
France concentrating her remaining 
forces on her moral and material re- 
habilitation, Spain sees destiny it- 
self stepping in to make it one of 
the world’s important film produeers. 
The new Spain of Francisco 


various cities query people on 
the street about their opinions 
on Berry’s dilemma. 


EUROPE A BLANK 








Latter after listening in on the 
broadcast gave his decision to 


, : kind of censorship imposed by the 
remain lieutenant governor. 


Nazi government, there is a strong 
possibility of the American broad- 
casting networks withdrawing their 








Because of the severe degree and | 


yond the 35-year age limit, when 


| Franco feels that it has an extra- 
registration day comes around. 


| ordinarily great opportunity of get- 
| ting in a bit of fancy footwork of its 


|own while the other variously di- 
|mensioned film giants are busily 
| blitzkrieging each other. This coun- 


| try would like a chunk of the film 
|sun for itself and feels that there is 
|no time like the present to put in a 








RELIABLE OLD 
TIMERS BIG 
B WAY B.O. 








taverns and restaurants in the past 
several weeks but he knew of no| 


(Continued on page 55) 


Metro to Axe Those 
Long Screen Credits; 
Others May Lop, Too 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 








Picture customers who have de-| 


veloped eye-strain reading the 
names of numerous Joe Doakes 
while waiting for action to begin on 
the screen, are about to get relief 
through an edict from Culver City. 
Metro is declaring a moratorium on 
unnecessary screen credits, and the 
rest of the studios are watching the 
experiment with expectant eyes 
The idea of whittlin’ down the 
preliminary stuff, which consumes 


from 100 ta 175 feet to a feature, has | 


been discussed by picture makers for 
10 years, but nobody has done any- 
thing about it. Meanwhile the credit 
lists have been growing longer and 
longer, 


Ex-Diplomat’s Daughter 
With Dance Orchestra 


a Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 
Patricia Prochnik, 18-year-old 
daughter of Edgar L. G. Prochnik, 
former Austrian Minister to the 
United States before the ‘anschluss,’ 
has joined Meyer Davis’ orchestra 
aS a vocalist to appear at private so- 
ciety functions. 

Miss Prochnik, a blonde looker, 
was named the outstanding Wash- 
ington debbie of the 1939-40 season. 
She said she had taken the canary 
assignment to help her family get 
back on its feet, 





ata] 








Veteran musical stars are enjoying 
a renaissance on Broadway, appar- 


rently as socko today as they were /MAX BAER TO COMEDE | 


decades ago, judging by the success | 
lof such seasoned troupers as Al Jol- 
|son, Olsen and Johnson, Bert Lahr, 
lin current Broadway stage musicals; 
| while Harry Richman and Sophie 
Tucker are still doing-socko business 
|at Marden’s Riviera roadhouse in 
Jersey. 

Advance reports on Ed Wynn’s 
new musical ,‘Boys and Girls To- 
| gether,’ due in N. Y. next Tuesday 
(1) are highly optimistic, and Lee 
Shubert is talking with Eddie Can- 
tor to round out the stage musical 
(Continued on page 62) 





LONDONERS GAMBLE | 
AS AIR RAID ANTIDOTE 


London, Sept. 10. 


| 


South of France, Monte Carlo and 
Le Touquet being no longer avail- 
able for gambling, Londoners, in- 


cluding a number of foreigners, are 
|turning their attention to local spots 
'for excitement. 

| Numerous old mansions, located in | 
| the heart of Mayfair and Belgravia, 
‘and even further out, have opened | 
|up under cover. Gambling is a hefty | 
| pastime during air raids. Even some 
|private shelters are being utilized | 
more for gambling than for taking | 
| cover. ) 
One spot operates as a dancing, 
‘school by day. Customers become 
‘$0 engrossed during one session that 
'they failed to notice several young- | 
isters arriving late one morning. | 
‘Students became more interested in| 
‘the games than their dancing. Head 
of the school finally decided to 
‘abandon teaching for the day, receiv- | 
‘ing extra chunk of dough for over- 
time consumed by the players. 


staffs from Germany altogether. 
Only a real change of policy can 
offset Yankee disgust. Network of- 
ficials, it has been indicated, are 
coming to the conclusion that the 
material broadcast from this source 
contains practically nothing of au- 
thentic news or informative impor- 
tance, and that rather than keep up 
the pretense of giving impartial 
‘news’ it would be both wise and 
(Continued on page 62) 





IN NEW B’WAY MUSICAL 


Max Baer, former heavyweight 
boxing champion, who fights Pat 
Comiskey in Jersey City; Thursday | 
(26), has been signed for one of the 
principal comedy parts in the new 
musical -comedy being readied by | 
Alex A. Aarons and Robert Ritchie. | 
Show, which is due into rehearsal | 
late next week, is tentatively called | 
‘Hiya, Gentlemen.’ 


‘ 


Baer has done plenty of clowning 
in the ring but his stage ability is 
not so certain. When he held the 
title Hollywood used him for one 
feature, ‘The Fighter and the Lady,’ 
which was just so-so at the boxoffice. 

Fighter-comedian will team with 
Sid Silvers in the show. Jack Haley 
who was mentioned as chief funster 


is now out. Christina Lind who 

drew attention warbling at Fefe’s 

Monte Carlo, class East Side nitery, 

last season, will have the femme 

lead. Ann Miller is another pos- 
| Sibility. 





BREAK FOR BANDS? 


Expect Networks to Give Bands 
More Publicity 








Understood that the three major 
networks, starting almost immedi- 
ately, will begin giving its sustaining 
bands a greater publicity buildup, 
supplanting the impersonalized an- | 
nouncements as heretofore. 

Idea is that the leader, especially 
amidst the present ASCAP-broad-| 
casters situation, warrants greater | 
consideration, and the spieling will 
put a little extra emphasis on the) 
blurbing. 





KILLS 27 BULLS 
FOR 316,000 


—_—- 


Mexico City, Sept. 24. 

Concha Cintron, lady matador who | 
has a dash of American in _ her, | 
demonstrated with the close of her | 





second season here that bull fighting 
is safe and sugary for the gals who 
can do this stuff. She performed 46 
times, slew 27 bulls, copped $16,000 
and didn’t even get a rip in her lace 
petticoat. 

Concha holds the world’s femme 
bull fighting record for heavy coin 
and for not getting hurt. 


PAR’S ‘WORLD AFLAME,’ 
THE WAR UP TO DATE 


Preparing a newsreel compilation 
on the war for release at an early 
date, made up of material gathered 
by its staff throughout the world, 
Paramount is debating whether to 


~ 








add to it any fresh data of impor- 
tance should it occur when or shortly 
after the film is ready for playing 
time. Likely that should the war 
take a serious turn shortly, this 
would be added on. 

Par will call the picture ‘The 
World Aflame’ and in its present 


form the length is five reels, which 
makes its running time close to 50 
minutes. 

General release date remains un- 
set, but probable that it will be early 
in October. Film will be sold sepa- | 
rately rather than delivered under | 
the contract. 


| 
From Proto Am 








Cyril Smith, single who spins Cock- 


|ney stories, will head a Major Bowes 


unit which opens at Shea’s Buffalo, 
Buffalo, next week. _Unit will go to 
the Coast, Smith doing hi$ act and 
also m.cing. | 

Comic was formerly with the Rudy 
Vallee band. , 








| British 


| few telling body blows. 
| Men in the industry here see a 


huge domestic and foreign market 
for their product. Spain itself can 
absorb between 400 and 500 pix per 
year for its population of 23,000,000. 
Up to recently, the greatest per- 
centage of films for domestie con- 


(Continued on page 62) 


Brit. Showfolk Orphans 
Not On Torpedoed Ship; 
97 Now En Route to N.Y, 


The torpedoing of the S. S. City of 
Benares, which took the lives of 83 
refugee children and 210 
came as a shock to the 








adults, 


| Broadway-Hollywood theatrical col- 


Ony, which feared for the lives, 


| specifically, of 57 orphans of British 


theatrical folk, now en route to the 
U. S. British-American fund, raised 
chiefly in Hollywood, with Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke and Noel Coward 
as principal sponsors, has the 57 
children on the water. 

Both the Benares and the unnamed 
vessel carrying the theatrical off- 
spring from England were convoyed 


+ 


simultaneously, and understanding 
for a time was that some of the 57 
had been split up between the S, 
S. City of Benares and the other 
boat. It has since been verified that 
1one was on the Benares 


Prominent American and English 
folk on both Coasts are com- 
mitted to adopting these children, 
but it now appears that they will 
not go to Hollywood but be taken 
care of in the east, upon arrival. 


Trotsky as Film Hero? 


Leon Trotsky, famed revolutionary 
murdered in Mexico last month, may 
become a film herc. Two companies 
are mulling a picture based on his 
life. 

Warner Bros. since last January 
has been toying with an original 
script tagged ‘Life of Trotsky,” while 
Columbia immediately after Trote- 
sky’s death is understood to have 
registered the title, ‘Life and Death 
of Leon Trotsky.’ 


actor 
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Olsen and Johnson's Wacky Party 
For 2d Anniversary of ‘Hellzapoppin’ 





By JACK PULASKI 

The most extended and screwiest 
theatre party in Broadway memory | 
was staged at the Winter Borden, | 
N. Y., after Thursday (19) night's 
performance, in celebration of the 
second anniversary of ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
in New York. Revue passed the sec- 
ond year mark Monday (23), but the 
shindig was moved forward to take 
advantage of a convention of mayors 
which had skedded a ‘Hellz’ theatre 
party for Thursday night. Mayors | 
LaGuardia of New York and Rossi | 
of San Francisco went on the air and 
plugged ‘Hellz,’ but that was just a| 





* part of the proceedings. 


Olsen and Johnson had sent out 
messages starting with ‘Can O. & J. 
take it?’ For years they have been 
sending curious articles and animals 
to people, including those in the 
audience. So they stated: “You are 
invited to mail or express any gag, 
big or small—now it’s your turn.’ 

There was an avalanche of re- 
sponses. Listed were 102 articles, 
not counting 12 large electric refrig- 


(Continued on, page 62) 


Jessel Meets New Type 
Candid Camera Bugs— 
They Want Encores 


Indianapolis, Sept. 24. 
George Jessel and his Hollywood 
troupe of femme players are ex- 
periencing a new type of caidid 
camera pest, at the local Lyric, 
where they’re appearing, many stay- 


ing over two or three times and 
requesting the film femmes to ‘please 
turn this way.’ The girls who change 
costumes two and three times a day 
don’t help the turnover, because the 








new sets of gowns seem to call for | 


an encore from the lensing pests. 


There are a few who even come | 
back and crack, ‘Yesterday’s sets of 
pictures didn’t turn out so good, so | 
please come down to the footlights | 


more,’ etc. 


Jessel, who goes to Philadelphia | 


next week where he reopens the 
Earle to vaudfilm, states he has pur- 
chased the remake film and play 
rights to ‘The Baker’s Wife’ and 
would like Samson Raphaelson to 
first dramatize it for Broadway. 


STEVE LYNCH’S RR. 
RE-ROUTING PLANS 


S. A. Lynch, who recently bought 
the Florida East Coast railroad 
through J. P. Morgan & Co., is plan- 
ning to run a train all the way 
through from Chicago to Miami. 
starting Nov. 1. It will be the first 








time that Florida East Coast cars | 


? 
| 





Art, All Right 


Reporter interviewing Ann 
Corio after her strawhat legit 
debut this summer burned her 
by sneering: ‘Well, the hula 
dancer in ‘The Barker’ and 
Tondeleyo in ‘White Cargo’—do 
you think that is art?’ 

‘Art?’, screamed the peeler, ‘I 
should say soooo! I've been to 
the bank twice already to draw 
money to eat on.’ 


JAPS FIGHT 
WESTERN JAZZ 


Tokyo, Sept. 1. 

The Japanese public has been told 
of an official decree that all dance 
halls throughout Japan shall be 
closed from Oct. 1 on and that the 
manufacture and sale of all west- 
ern, ie. American and European, 
jazz and swing music records shall 
also be banned from the same date. 
Some few ardent nationalists ap- 
plaud move,.but most are against. 
‘Why doesn’t the Government im- 
prove jazz, if it is bad?’ is the cry 
raised by many devotees of occi- 
dental music, 
| Pleased by the new decree, how- 
|ever, is the New Japan Music So- 
| ciety, whose staff is now urging the 
|Government to impose compulsory 
'courses in ‘shaku-hatchi’ (Jap bam- 
'boo flute) tooting for men and 
| ‘samisen’ and ‘koto’ (Jap string in- 
struments) for women in all music 
schools in Japan. 


SCULLY’S PALS PLAN 
VOTE-OF-CONFIDENCE 


Derby, Conn., Sept. 24. 

Friends of Frank Scully, writer 
and quondam politician, who is now 
| under indictment as part of ‘a politi- 
jcal plot’ for alleged shortage of 
| $2,000 in Los Angeles, are planning 
|a vote-of-confidence testimonial to 
| the ex-European-runarounder. Scul- 
ily has been writing in Hollywood 
and was appointed to a _ political 
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| his first shot. 


| 


| 
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‘DINO BORGIOLI IN 


| Dino Borgioli, Italian lyric tenor, 


post until he clashed with the ma-| 


chine in California, 


With his family he is hibernating 
at attorney Fanny Holtzmann’s Con- 


| Borgioli is married to an English 


| 


necticut farm, but is due to return | 


to Hollywood the end of this week. 
Meantime, hé is writing a play and 
| also has another book commitment 
to Simons & Schuster. 





Barrymore Offers Pix 


will have operated out of Florida. | 


Details are now being laid. 

In designing equipment for mod- 
ern streamlining in trains, Lynch 
obtained the services of Charlie 
Burton who heads the construction- 
maintenance department of Para- 
mount at the h. o. and himself has 
designed numerous theatres for the 
company, 





Carol Bruce With Bernie 


Carol Bruce, songstress currently 
in the Broadway musical, ‘Louisiana 
Purchase,’ is set for the Ben Bernie 
show sponsored by Emerson Drug 





Co. for Bromo-Seltzer. Program 
starts’ Oct. 1 on the NBC Blue 8- 
6:30 p.m. | 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency. 





James Roosevelt Discusses 
Music for Coin Machines 


James Roosevelt while in New 
York the past week discussed with 
publishers the licensing phase of his 
film-making operations for coin-op- 
erated machines. He and other pro- 
ducers of this type of soundtrack 
film have yet to negotiate with 
copyright owners the terms of such 
a licensing contract. 

While much film for visio-sound 
machines has been turned out, not 
a single mechanism of this classifi- 


cation has been placed on location. | Mix series, 





Cut to Duck ‘Children’ 


Decision On whether John Barry- | 


more will tour this fall in ‘My Dear 
Children’ Is expectea before the end 
‘of this week. 
‘district court in Los Angeles, to 
| which Barrymore is responsible for 


a 


is in bankruptcy. 

Barrymore prefers 
touring in the legiter and has of- 
fered Aldrich & Myers, the pro- 
ducers, to whom he is under con- 
tract for this season, a settlement. 
It consists of a percentage of his 
proceeds from his next three pic- 
tures. A. & M. have agreed and if 
the court gives the nod the deal will 
be on, 


The New Tom Mix 


When the Tom Mix Ralston 
Straight Shooters program returns 








to the NBC blue Monday (30) for its | start work Oct. 1 on their Metro co- 
| eighth consecutive season it will be | starrcr, ‘Come Live With Me.’ 


with a slightly changed formula. 
, The series this time will deal with 
|Tom Mix’s struggle to establish a 
, western settlement for needy and de- 
| Serving families, land which, as the 
_Scripts will point out, can ‘also be 
/made productive to help feed the 
| Starving countries of war-torn Eu- 
rope.’ ° 

| Charles Treadwell, who wrote 
| “Wilderness Road,” will again do the 


‘ft 


It’s up to the federal | ‘ > 
Reinhardt Echoes in L.A. 


all actions involving finances, as he | 


pictures to 


| signment for the claim from Exiner. 


| 


| 
| 
| 





| 


a principal part. 


MARY ASTOR MULLS 
B’WAY STAGE REVIVAL 


Mary Astor may do a Broadway 
stage appearance this season in & 
revival, probably ‘Dodsworth,’ in the 
picture version of which she played 
In New York last 
week for a guest date in the ‘Brig- 
ham Young’ adaptation on the Kate 
Smith program, the actress said she 
had received an offer for the Broad- 
way revival, but refused to disclose 
the management, explaining the idea 
was still nebulous. 

Actress also said she is consider- 
ing an offer from Ruth Chatterton 
for the two of them to co-star in a 
show to tour the strawhat circuit 
next summer, but added that was 
also merely tentative. She declared 
she wouldn't want to gamble on a 
new show on Broadway, but said 
Miss Chatterton, a close personal 
friend, was anxious to do the co- 
starring idea if a suitable play could 
be found. 

Miss Astor planes back to the Coast 
tomorrow (Thursday). She has no 
definite picture commitments, being 
a freelancer. 


Big Chief Lanny Ross 
Tellum of Heap Good 
Wyo. Shooting—Ugh! 


Chief Sky Voice was the apt label 
hung on Lanny Ross last week on 
the plains of Wyoming by a cluster 
of ceremonious Shoshone Indian 
tribesmen, the singer reported when 
he returned to LaGuardia Field, 
N. Y., on a heap big United Air 
Lines Mainliner. Ross carried a huge 
vari-colored feather headdress to 
prove it. 

Long a trap and skeet-shooter, but 
never before a marksman with a 
rifle, Ross also brought home a pock- 
etful of honors because he knocked 
over an antelope at 210 yards with 
The bullet hit the fleet 
antelope in the heart and dropped 
him instantly, said Ross. 

‘I didn’t know how lucky I was 

ntil I saw Governor Nels Smith, 


(Continued on page 61) 














ENGLISH ALIEN CAMP 


London, Sept. 20. 





is in a concentration camp here. 


woman and was vacationing here 
when Italy declared war. The tenor 
was immediately seized and placed 
in custody, 

Borgioli was well known in the 
U. S. for appearances at the Metro- 
| politan (season 1934-35), the Chicago, 
|Los Angeles, and San _ Francisco 
| operas, and has been a favorite in 
the concert field for 15 years. 

He recorded for Columbia and is 
the tenor in the ‘Barber of Seville’ 
and ‘Rigoletto’ sets, now in the Co- 
lumbia catalogs, as well as having 
made a host of solos and duets, 





Reich Judgment Against 








| Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 

Max Reinhardt is defendant in a| 
$12,268 suit for legal fees, instituted | 
in Berlin and echoing over here. The | 
echo was voiced by Albet Coyle, who | 
filed action here in behalf of Martin 
Exiner, former Berlin attorney, now 
a refugee in Palestine. 

Exiner, according to the complaint, 
was awarded a judgment of 31,948 
reichmarks against Reinhardt for 
legal services by the Berlin superior 
court. Coyle declares he has an as- 





WHO, ME? 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
James Stewart and Hedy LaMarr 


Ciarence Brown directs. 








Daylite Time Ends 





Daylight Savings, always a 
bugaboo for theatres during the 
summer, ends Saturday at mid- 
night (28). 

It’s been in effect since tag end 


| 
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THE BERLE-ING POIN 
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By Milton Berle 


Worried whether or not my column ds getting laughs—after all, my 
mother can’t be at every newsstand selling VARIETY. Writing this back. 
stage at Loew's State—five shows a day—all this, and column too—business 
so terrific that even the ushers are standing—working so hard that my 
mother’s tired, Still have to write four minutes of talk for my landlord, 

Asked Dotty Kilgallen if she read my column. She said, ‘Yes—you don't 
need a new profile—you need a new joke file.’ I wonder what she means??? 
(Professional jealousy, no doubt.) ; 

Government says that entertainers will be exempt from conscription, 
Which just goes to prove that if you work in an air-conditioned theatre 
you can escape the draft. Since Congress passed the conscription bill, 
Broadway Rose has gotten 26 proposals. 

Broadway Dept. 

Renee Carroll, Sardi's checkroom charmer, is picketing the Jolson show, 
Says title, ‘Hold Onto Your Hats,’ is murdering her business, 

Went over to the Club 18. So crowded that when a busboy bent over, 
they threw a tableoloth over him and put four chairs around him. 

Saw ‘Separate Rooms’ for third time. Business is so good they added a 
parlor and bath. (That's a great joke if you think about it—but let's not 
think about it.) : | 

At the Gaiety theatre, Harold Minsky tells about a customer with an 
upside-down mind. Every day this fellow sits in the third row and yells, 
‘Don't take it off! Don’t take it off!’ 

At the Stork Club Phil Regan says to me, ‘With that new nose you look 
like Taylor.’ Jimmy Ritz interrupts, “Yeh—my tailor.’ 

At the Friars Club Jesse Block, of the legitimate, tells about three vaude. 
villians who decided to drown themselves in the Hudson river. They 
never did—none of them would open the show. 

Music Dept. 

Went to the ‘formal opening’ of the new Lew Brown-Ray Henderson 
firm. They served sandwiches—professional copies on rye. Dave Franklin 
refused to eat anything but a Dorsey arrangement. 





Harry Puck says it’s so hard to place new songs that he’s selling vamps. 


Radio Dept. 

Yours truly on the air over Mutual next Sunday with Vincent Lopez 
and Buddy Clark. My gag man is writing me some terrific ad-libs. 

A radio comic’s son brought home his report card full of below-passing 
marks. The jokester’ started to yell and the kid said, ‘After your last 
Crossley, dad, who are you to talk?’ 

Hollywoodiana  -« 

Tony Martin writes, ‘They built a picture around me—never touched 
me once.’ 

F. D. Roosevelt, Jr., offered six grand for a week at a picture house— 
provided he did a Milton Berle and brought his mother. 

Observation Dept. 

Got the surprise of my life: walked into Lindy’s and saw a woman 
without a silver fox. 

Feel moody today—think I'll join a girl to forget the Foreign Legion. 

Lady customer approached boxoffice of ‘DuBarry.’ ‘Let me have an 
83c. orchestra seat,’ she said. ‘Sorry, lady, the only thing I have for 83c. 
is in the balcony,’ answered the boxoffice guy. ‘I'll take it,’ she replied, 
‘but tell that Bert Lahr to talk loud.’ 

Eavesdropped at 21: ‘Now he’s only appearing in two-reelers—which 
gives the audience less time to hate him.’ 

No truth to the report that they’re building bombproof shelters for 
umpires at Ebbet’s Field. 

Mrs. Guy Lombardo walked into the Chicago theatre with a dog on a 
leash. The doorman objected, so Guy said, ‘Why can’t she come in here 
with a dog—doesn't Balaban come in with Katz?’ 

Whatever Became of 7??? 
Powers’ Elephants. 
Lovenberg Sisters and Neary, 
Fink’s Mules, 
Afterpiece 

If I get a commission in the Army—will I have to split it with the Wil- 

liam Morris office? 


Bloomberg's Alaskans. 
Pale, Haggard & Bent. 
Stept, Mehlinger & King. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Cecelia Ager. 
Kenny Baker. 
Lilian Bond. 
David Broekman. 





MAYER HEADS CHARITY 
UNIT FOR PIC INDIGENTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 





Sol Dolgin. Louis B. Mayer was elected chair- 
Edwin Ellis /man of the Community Chest Drive 
s jat a meeting of the Motion Pictures 

Fred Engel. |Permanent Charities Committee, 
Roscoe K. Faweett loriginally formed to help the Red 
Marie Greene, Coes bat now a continuing unit ts 
aic m people in distress. Samue 

P. R. Guth. Goldwyn, head of the Red Cross 
Walter Kane. drive, remains as chairman of the 


Sam Katzman. 
Roland Kibbee. 
Charles Laughton. 
Tom Lewis. 

Lee Marcus. 


Jerry Mayer. 
Louis B. Mayer. 
William Martin. 
Joe E. Marks. 
John Meehan. 


!'MPPCC. Community Chest activi- 
ities begin Oct. 14, 

At the meeting, In addition to 
| Mayer and Goldwyn, were Y. Frank 
| Freeman, Harry M. Warner, William 
| Goetz, Carl G. Cooper, Fred Beet- 
|son, E. H. Goldstein, I. B. Kornblum, 
Abe Lastfogel, Led Mason, J. P. Mc- 
Donough, Edward Arnold, Ralph 
Morgan, Kenneth Thomson, J. P. Mc- 
Gowan, Steve Newman, Robert 





of April. 


cucr? 4 . kh 


Jack McGowan. 
Arthur Miller. 
Karen Morley. 
Arthur Morris. 
Harry Norwood. 
William D. Pabst. 
Irving Parker. 
Pau] Small. 
Robert Street. 
Howard Strickling. 
Loretta Young. 
Andrew D. Weinberger. 





N.Y. to L.A. 


Annabella. 

Mary Astor. 
Jack Benny. 
Irving Berlin. 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Teddy Hart. 
Dean Jagger. 
Arline Judge. 
Tyrone Power. 


Mr, and Mrs. Jimmy Ritz. 


James Roosevelt, 
Eddie Sherman, 
Paul Stewart. 
Jimmy Van Heusen. 
William Wyler. 








OPVALBD Zr 


Poole, Jules Stein, William McCaus- 


| land, George Johnson, Sol Lesser and 
| Reeves Espey, who represented vari- 


ous branches of the film business. 





Pat Sclanders, Stunter, 


Killed Fighting Nazis 


Pat Sclanders, 25, pilot officer in 
the Royal Air Force, with home at 
St. John, N, B., was killed over Lon- 
don recently in combating German 
air attacks. Starting at 15, and es- 
tablishing a record as the youngest 
licensed commercial pilot, Sclanders 
did an air stunting act at eastern 
Canadian fairs, etc. 

Survived by parents, of St. John; 
two brothers and one sister. 








SAILINGS 


Sept. 18 (Los Angeles 
York), Eleanor Powell, 
Eldridge (Washington). 

Sept. 18 (Los Angeles to Hono- 
lulu), Jan Fortune (Mariposa). 
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PLENTY WRONG 








Republicans Chary of Possible 
Antagonism Via Film Propaganda 


Hey, More Hay 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

High cost of living has hit the 
four-footed actors in the film in- 
dustry, resulting in a demand for 
increased wages to horses, cows, 
oxen and whatnot. 

Studio Livestock and Equip- 
ment Association asked the pro- 
ducers to raise the ante on quad- 
ruped thesps as a result of upped 
fodder prices. 


Labor's Film On 
Sam Gompers Life 
Is a Bit Befogged 


Misapprehension was said yester- 
day (Tuesday) by Sidney Weill, g.m. 
of American Pictures Corp., to have 
been responsible for the announce- 
ment last week that the American 
Federation of Labor would make a 
film tagged, ‘The Life of Samuel 
Gompers.’ Pic was announced by 
Weill’s outfit last April as its first 
production. Weill said at that time, 
and repeated yesterday, that it will 
be made with the ‘cooperation’— 








Washington, Sept. 24. 

All small (screen) contributions 
gratefully accepted. But no solicita- 
tion will be made, 

As a result of unfortunate public 
relations four years ago, the Repub- 
lican national committee has de- 
cided against trying to chise] screen 
access to the voters, even while 
making use of cinema to put over 
its message in behalf of Willkie. The 
GOP learned its lesson when, after 
paying commercial rates for trailer 
space, a good part of the public 
hissed and booed cinematic politi- 
cal propaganda. 

Three films, one a two-reeler, have 
been made for campaign use, but 
none will be unwound in commercial 
houses unless the patriotism of the 
proprietor prompts him to request 
a chance to add these features to his 
bill. Basic purpose is to screen the 
pictures at rallies and club meetings, 
where a friendly crowd is almost 
guaranteed. Sound trucks which 
the Republicans plan to send on road 
tours also will carry portable screens 
and projection equipment, with 

(Continued on page 63) 


WIMPERIS SURVIVOR 
OF TORPEDOED BOAT 


London, Sept. 24. 

Arthur Wimperis, British screen 
writer and musical librettist, who 
was heading for Hollywood, was | nothing more—of the AFL. 
among the survivors last week of the Statement that the AFL itself will 
torpedoeing of the child refugee ship| produce the film was made by 
which carried at least 293 men, / Charles E. Sinnigen, secretary-treas- 
women and children to their death. | urer of the Central Union Label 
Wimperis, who has done a number | Council of Greater New York, at a 
of scripts for Alexander Korda in/| meeting of the Central Trades and 
England, was on his way to join (Continued on page 63) 


Seripter was one of the 113 sur- ABBOTT AND COSTELLO 
HAVE 2 MORE PIX BIDS 


vivors of 406 passengers and crew. 
Ship was heading for Canada when 
Eddie Sherman, personal manager 
of Abbott and Costello, flies to the 


it was torpedoed. Wimperis wrote 
Stories and dialog for ‘Private Life 
of Henry VIII,’ ‘Catherine the Great,’ 
‘Scarlet Pimpernel,’ ‘Brewster's 
Millions,” ‘Knight Without Armor,’ 
‘Drums,’ ‘Four Feathers,’ and others. 
Coast today (Wednesday) on two 
more film deals for the comics, cur- 
renjly working in ‘Caribbean Holi- 
day’ for Universal. 
U wants them for another film, 
with 20th-Fox also putting in a bid. 


Lasky, Duffy, Produce 
‘Quiet Please’ In L. A. 
Team is also on the air from the 
Coast under Bristol-Myers sponsor- 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 

‘Quiet Please,’ stage comedy to be | ship. 
Produced by Jesse L. Lasky and 
Henry Duffy, opens at the Biltmore 
theatre next month. It’s Lasky’s first 
legit try in decades. 

Piece is authored by F. Hugh Her- 
bert and Hans Kraly. 



































8 Strawhat Recruits 








EDDIE SMALL’S ‘SLACKER’ 











some 200 different strawhat stock 

companies during the past summer, | 

— how se ae 8 When-ane-lt Joseph Pincus, eastern talent chief 

am Poatbiitty for 20th-Fox, rates the possibilities | 

: : 5 s better than in re- 
Gazing into the future, Edward for the screen 


: — | cent seasons. He has selected eight 
9 last week staked official claim | from the more than 1,400 people for 
0 the title ‘The Slacker.’ Picture | se 
| screen tests. 


by that name was original] ad , 

: y mace) Basil Walker, already tested, is 
pA are in heat of the recruiting | the only strawhat player rated as 
Smal parry ~ninghecnd indienne possible 20th-Fox star material to 
why, (cclared the producer has no | date. Stanley Clements, 10-year-old 


script nor anyone working on one, 
the whole thing still being in the | 
idea stage. It may eventually, how- 
ever, be an up-to-date remake of the 
Original film if rights can be ar- 
Tanged, it was said. 

What America may expect should 
efforts to draft sufficient men for the 
army prove difficult is well-delin- 
eated by Variety’s review on Aug. 
2, 1917, of the original ‘Slacker,’ star- 
Ting Emily Stevens. Reviewer 
(Mark) declared: ‘The picture has 
Patriotic punch and there is every 
reason to believe .. .that it will 
8ive impetus to recruiting through- 
Out the land. Now that drafting has 
become a reality and many young 
Americans are drawn but are sure to 
Claim exemption, they won't feel so 
Sure of the exemption plea after they 
have seen ‘The Slacker.’ 

Christy Cabanne directed 


tenor, originally with a Major Bowes 


ture. 





Paul Stewart’s Quick 
Film Stint on RKO Lot 


Paul Stewart, director of ‘Short, 
Short Story’ three times weekly 
over CBS for Campbell’s soup, 
planed Monday night (23) to the 
Coast to go into the Orson Welles’ 
picture, ‘Citizen Kane,’ for RKO. 
He’s on a two-week leave and his 
stint starts Friday (27). Actor-di- 
rector was production assistant to 
Welles on the ‘Campbell’s Playhouse’ 
series Sunday nights last season. 

Peg La Centra (Mrs. Stewart), 
legit and radio singer, goes into 
Spivy’s roof, N. Y., Oct. 7 for a 
limited engagement. 


and 


Walter Miller played the slacker. 








—_ 


Set for 20th-Fox Tests 


After looking at fresh talent in| 


unit, is set for a forthcoming pic- | 


oO SAYS EXD. 6. 





Veteran Newspaperman 


spective on Film Industry’s 
General Timidity and Lack 
of Self-Selling 





‘NO FRIENDS IN WASH.’ 





By Andrew R. Kelley 


(Ex-Washington, D. C., Post, Times 
and Times-Herald film critic; now 
with the Federal Home Loan 
Board). 





Washington, Sept. 24. 

It is easy to sit in an overstuffed 
chair and second guess Variety, and 
its trade news judgment in apprais- 
ing the RKO poll to come. Actually, 
though, my objection is reserved for 
other things. I just can’t accept com- 
placently this so-called informal 
sampling, as in any way authentic 
or authoritative, in fact—unless it is 
more accurate than the various po- 
litical polls from the same source in 
1936—it’s extremely apt to be mis- 
leading. 

Before you ask, ‘Who is this fel- 
low, and by what right does he crit- 
icize?’ let me say, just a former 
motion picture editor of 12 years ex- 
perience, and a lifetime close to the 
| amusement industry. I am content- 
| edly resigned to attaching ‘ex’ to a 
| newspaper career, but with a heart 
| still very much in show business, 
| and its welfare. 
| Jf I gained anything from a dozen 

years as critic (on the Washington 

Post, Washington Times and Times- 
| Herald) it is a fixed belief that the 





| organized amusement industry, mo- 


tion pictures in particular—has been 
interests in this city of pressure 
groups and influences, and almost 
| impotent in national promotion and 
| publie relations. It still operates as 
though Taft were in the White House 
|and reactionaries held the key po- 
sitions in the legislative branch of 


(Continued on page 20) 


Phyllis Brooks, From 
Pix, In ‘Panama Hattie’ 








Phyllis Brooks, recently in from 
the Coast, is the latest addition to 
the cast of ‘Panama Hattie,’ being 
produced by Buddy De Sylva. 
took the part originally slated for 
Elaine Sheppard, also from Holly- 
wood, but the latter remains in the 
show. Ethel Merman has the title 
| role. 

Miss Brooks has received a leave 





of absence from 20th-Fox for the | 


‘Hattie’ engagement. 





|Special Midtown Zoning 
For Big Ad Signboards 


Proposal to fix special zoning reg- 


ulations permitting large and spec- | 


tacular advertising signs in the 
Times Square district of New York 
was approved this week by repre- 


sentatives of business and civic 
groups, department store interests, 
labor and the sign industry. Mem- 


bers of the City Planning Commis- 
sion, at whose hearing Monday (23) 
the plan was discussed, also ex- 
pressed sympathy. 

It was estimated at the meeting 
| that about $500,000 in sign construc- 
; tion awaits decision on boundaries 
| of Broadway zone. At present, it 
| was asserted, permits for much of 
this work are being held up. 


Went Boom, She Sues 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 
Myra Nelson, film actress, filed suit 
for $21,458 against Samuel Goldwyn 
and John Carter, cameraman. 
On location with ‘The Westerner’ 








| charges, she was struck on the head 
with a sound boom. 


PICTURE CRITIC 


Gives Washington Per-| 


| Weeneay lax in protecting its own | 


She 


troupe last December, Miss Nelson | f0r commercial purposes. 
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After 25 Years H'wood Decides To 
Ask Joe Public What Pix He Wants 





Whispering Chisel 


A mild gyp by the ushers 
at the ‘American Jubilee’ show 
| («(N. Y. Fair) is the following 
spiel: 

‘This way for reserved seats 
(for a small tip)’; the latter 
sotto voce, as the customers get 
closer to the uniformed at- 
tendants. 


Mexico Is Less 
Communistic Now, 
So ‘Ninotchka’ OK 


Mexico City, Sept. 24. 

Accepted here as one of the 
strongest proofs that Communistic 
influences within the Mexican gov- 
ernment are markedly lessened at 
| the moment is the action of okaying 
Metro’s ‘Ninotchka’ for exhibition 
here. Garbo film which makes sport 
| of the Moscow brand of Communism 
| was banned for six months, allegedly 
| due to the displeasure of the previ- 
/ ously all-powerful Prof. Toledano, 
| Mexican mouthpiece for the Kremlin. 
| Recent bad publicity for Mexico 
brought about by the Trotsky slay- 
ing quickened the decline of leftist 
sentiment. President Cardenas has 
been tapering off on the radical stuff 
and President-Elect Camacho has re- 
cently stressed that he’s a good 
Catholic and no red, 


EDWARD 6. ROBINSON 











} 














Edward G. Robinson may join the 
| list of legit actors repatriated from 
Hollywood by the Broadway stage 
|this season. He so indicated after 
seeing ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shu- 
bert, N. Y., noting the enthusiasm of 
Monday’s (23) audience over the per- 
| formance of Al Jolson, who was ab- 
sent from the boards for nearly 10 
years. 

| Robinson’s last appearance on 
| Broadway was ‘Kibitzer,’ presented 
iearly in 1929. Robinson is a con- 
| sistent visitor to New York between 
| Studio engagements. 








‘Sylvia Sidney Back In 


| 


| Pix Via WB’s ‘Carnival’ 





Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
| Sylvia Sidney returns to pictures 


under a term contract with Warners. | 


| First role is the femme lead oppo- 
site Humphrey Bogart in ‘Carnival.’ 

Production starts Thursday (26) 
with Ray Enright directing. 


| 





| NO CHISEL 


General 





Motors’ 
Mickey Rooney 





Washington, Sept. 24. 
Eyebrow-lifting high in unsuccess- 
ful chiseling marked this week’s per- 


| 
{ 


sonal appearances of Mickey Rooney | 
Request | 
| made to a general Motors representa- | 
| tive for the use (gratis) of an open | 
|touring car for the parade to greet | 


at a local downtown house. 


| the youthful Hollywood star turned | 


When propositioned, the GM man 
was glad to accommodate, asking for 
ja photo of Mickey in the streamlined 
'gas buggy for one of the manufac- 
| turer’s house magazines. Day before 
the event, word was received that 
| pictures of Mickey could not be used 


No tickee, no washee, the GM rep- | 
resentative said. | 





| 


MAY DO B’WAY SHOW [money oF not, 


Grecian Gift to | 





out to have a catch in it. 


+ 


Hollywood, Sept. 24, 

Film producers, after 25 years of 
catering to Old Joe Public’s taste in 
entertainment, have discovered that 
they don’t know what Joe wants. 
Hollywood has finally grasped the 
first element of education. It has 
learned how little it knows about 
the show business and is sending out 
emissaries to find out what makes 
the boxoffice tick. 

Professional pulse-feelers are 
prowling the country, not only in 


register the great American heart- 
beat, which means bread and but- 
ter, swimming pools, polo ponies and 
yachts in the film colony. 

The first symptom of Hollywood’s 
doubt in its own judgment was reg- 
istered when Samuel Goldwyn sug- 
gested that ‘Doc’ Gallup take the 
national temperature on the double- 
feature ailment. Doc took over the 
job as part of the American Institute 
of Public Opinion program, sup- 


(Continued on page 61) 


RODGERS, HART DOING 
PIC BY REMOTE CONTROL 


Richard Rodgers and Larry Hart 
are currently occupied composing 
the scores of a musical comedy and 
a feature film to be made by RKO, 
|The show is ‘My Pal Joey,’ to be 
| produced by George Abbott. Pic- 
|ture has a working title of ‘They 
|Met in Argentina,’ which is shortly 
due before the cameras in Holly- 
wood, but the tunesmiths will not 
go to the Coast. Lou Brock, who 
| will produce the film, has been con- 
sulting with the composers in the 











ast. 
The R. and H. duo say they don’t 
like Hollywood and that’s why they 
intend going there, picture 
They add that the 
idea of having the picture end come 
to them in New York, instead of 
them traipsing across country, is 
conducive to a very pleasant ex- 
istence. 
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Mrs, Carroll, Head of Pennsy Censors, 
Scares Easy, Judging by ‘Ramparts 


Nix: Legal Test Suit by Time-RKO ‘2! Je, os.202s 








Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 

Attorneys for March of Time and 
RKO-Radio Pictures, Inc., yesterday 
(Mon.) filed suit in Common Pleas 
Court seeking to force the State 
Board of Censors to lift the ban on 
‘Ramparts We Watch.’ Today (T..*s.) 
three judges of the common pleas 
bench will attend a special screen- 
ing of the disputed film following 
which they are expected to set an 
early date for trial. 


Last night it was announced that 
the National Council on Freedom 
from Censorship, an affiliate of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
would act as intervenor in the case 
on the side of the complainants. 
Quincey Howe, chairman of the 
council, declared suppression of the 
film infringed on the constitutional- 
given right of freedom of the press. 


‘Ramparts’ was banned last Wed- 
nesday (18), the day it opened si- 
multaneously at the Senate, Harris- 
burg, and Park, Reading. Mrs. Edna 
Carroll, chairman of the censors 
board, ordered state troopers to seize 
the film at both theatres after Jay 
Emanuel, operator of both houses, 
refused to delete two reels taken 
from the Nazi propaganda film, “‘Bap- 
tism of Fire.’ 

Robert Sidman, manager of the 
Harrisburg house, defied the troop- 
ers at the matinee performance, and 
showed the film with a locked pro- 
jection room. When the police 
threatened to take the film by force | 
Sidman closed down the house. At 
the Park, the coppers allowed the 
film to be shown, but obtained a 
stipulation from the manager admit- 
ting the violation. Next day both | 
houses were shuttered with large | 
signs telling the public the reason. 

Mrs. Carroll’s ‘Fear’ 

Mrs. Carrol] said she voted the 
ban because of fear of the effects 
of the Nazi film on young Ameri- 
cans about to be inducted into the 
U. S. Army. 

‘If young men facing conscription 
see how Germany wages total war, 


it would intimidate them and might | 
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Censoring Lincoln 





Mrs. Carroll threatened but 
did not take action against ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois,’ also an RKO 
release, it is now learned On in- 
side. She is declared to have 
wanted to delete some portions 
of Lincoln’s speech in the pic- 
ture, but it was followed to the 
letter. She apparently was wised 
up on how inconsistent this 
would have been, thus dropped 
her demands. 

RKO exec sources believe the 
Pennsy action on the Nazi prop- 
aganda in ‘Ramparts,’ given wide 
publicity, will help it more 
throughout the country than it 
will be hurt in Pennsylvania. 
Press services gave the story 
wide circulation. 


DUCE’S REP LOSES 306 
SUIT AGAINST ROACH 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 








Negulesco Wins Spurs 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
| Jean Negulesco steps up as a full- 
‘fledged feature director at Warners 
|when he winds up his current job as 


'pilot of the short subject, ‘Alice in 
Movieland.’ 





His first full-length chore will be 


still undecided. 


War Dept. Plans 
To Expand Films 
For Gen'l ‘Morale’ 


Washington, Sept. 24. 

Great emphasis on the value of 
motion pictures in maintaining Army 
morale is reflected in creation of a 
new division of the War Department 
to take over administration of the 
military establishment’s motion pic- 
ture service. Morale Division of the 
Adjutant General's Office has ex- 
panded operations and is laying 
plans for much greater use of screen 
entertainment when the draft begins 
swelling the enlisted forces. 

Established only a few weeks, this 
outfit is operating with a force of 
five officers and 12 civilians. Prin- 
cipal job is arranging for theatre 











Hal Roach’s one-time ambition to| 
produce Italian films wound up in a} 
Superior Court decision in his favor | 
in the $30,000 suit filed against him | 
by Dr. Renato Senise. The claim was 
denied by Judge Myron Westover. | 

Dr. Senise charged he was en-| 
titled to $30,000 for his efforts to ob- | 
tain the support of Benito Mussolini | 
for a production company in Italy. ' 
Roach dropped the deal after Holly- 
wood had handed a chill to Musso- 
lini’s son, Vittorio, during his visit to | 
the film colony, 








Keenan, McGovern Top 
Par’s Golf Tournament 


Holding its annual golf tourna- 
ment at the Adolph Zukor estate 
near New City, N. Y., with Zukor 





affect their military usefulness,’ she | among those attending, a total of 


said. 

‘I think it would be detrimental to 
the public interest to allow the film 
to be shown. It is most inflamma- 
tory.’ 


She said it was also ‘objectionable’ | 


| 72 turned out for the Paramount 


| club-breaking affair. 


Lowest scores and with the play- 
ers claimed to have been carefully 
| policed on the counting, were turne 


eesten 3 hige jin by Ray Keenan, 81; Jim McGov- | 
ond gat age Sear tee (ae 82; Oscar Morgan, 86, and Ed|Sam and scads of shekels for the 


ganda’ being disseminated by the 
Reich. 

‘It is also contrary to the morals 
and customs of this country,’ she 
Raid. 

Mrs. Carroll declared the action of 
the board was unanimous. 

Nazi Embassy’s Threats 

Louis de Rochemont, producer of 
March of Time, owner of ‘Ramparts,’ 
claimed Mrs. Carroll’s action was the 
result of threats made two weeks 
ago by attaches of the German Em- 
bassy. 

‘Until this happened,’ he explained, 
‘we hadn’t heard anything else from 

(Continued on page 22) 


TOWNE-BAKER FINALE 
FOR RKO; DICKER UA 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
‘How to Meet a Man,’ currently in 
production, is the last picture to be 
made by Gene Towne and Graham 
Baker for RKO. Pair is dickering 








lease. 
Since combining as a production 
twosome, Towne and Baker have 


made four pictures for RKO distri- | fT the picture, 


bution. The other three were ‘Swiss 
Family Robinson,’ ‘Tom Brown’s 
School Days’ and ‘Little Men.’ 





Powers’ Vacash Plans 
Tyrone Power, east last week for 


| Hartly, 88. 
high accountants are still going over | 


Many of the rest ran so 


the figures. Among the prize-win- 
|ners were Fred Mohrardt, financial 


| executive of Par. 


Majority of those attending were 
| from Paramount and included sev- 


eral eastern theatre partners, among | 


them Nate Goldstein, Sam Pinanski, 
|Eugene Levy and Fred Schaefer. 
| John McDermott and Joe Wood, of 
| Par’s financial forces, were in charge 
|of this year’s arrangements. 





Van Heusen’s Par Chore 


Jimmy Van Heusen heads to the 
Coast today (Wed.) to start snng- 
smithing ‘Road to Zanzibar’ for 
Paramount, with Johnny Burke. 


with Bing Crosby, Bob Hope and 
Mary Martin, latter replacing Doro- 
thy Lamour in the former setup. 














‘MEN OF BOYS TOWN’ 
Although it as yet has no script 





| and hasn’t even a writer at work on 
with United Artists for the nex‘ re- | one, Metro is determined to follow | wearing 


quel. 

Latest title evolved by the studio 
if and when made, 
is ‘Men of Boys Town.’ 


| exhibition purposes. 


It’s a sequel to ‘Road to Singapore’ | 


facilities at tent camps and canton- 
ments where the reservists, National 
Guard and conscripts will congre- 
gate. 

In tent camps to be set up in 
Southern states, open air theatres 
are contemplated, while the more 
permanent cantonments will have 
two auditoriums that can be used for 
Funds totaling 
over $200,000 have been passed out 
to corps area commanders to use for 
morale building of various kinds. 

Presently there are about 100 the- 
atres at military posts and the num- 
ber will be increased. No details 
are available yet on the probable 
Army film consumption, but rentals 








End of Gallop 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Betty Burbridge, who wrote 
all those cowboy stories for Re- 
public, has checked off the lot 
after four galloping years. 

Her last job was the Gene 
Autry picture, “Melody Ranch,’ 
written in collaboration with 
Bradford Ropes, who also left 
the studio. 


BERLIN, METRO WILL 
HUDDLE ON ‘AMERICA’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

When Irving Berlin comes down 
here from Frisco this week, he will 
undoubtedly huddle with Metro on 
the ‘God Bless America’ film which 
may have Mickey Rooney and Judy 
Garland in it. Proceeds from the 
film, which may run up to $200,000 
—with Berlin to donate his services 
for $1—will go to the Boy and Girl 
Scouts of America youth fund, to 
whom the songsmith donated ail 
proceeds from the start. The song’s 
income alone to date has reached 
$60,000, chiefly via music sales. 

Berlin flew to the Coast from New 
York for ASCAP Day at the Frisco 
Expo, which is today (Tuesday). In- 
cidentally, Thursday (26) at N. Y. 
World’s Fair was to have been Irv- 
ing Berlin Day but cancelled in his 
absence on the Coast. 


Uncover Old Suit 
Vs. Temple Starrer 




















are bound to go up as the size of the 
enlisted force virtually doubles. 





Army, Chain’s Tieup 
Working Both Ways 


Greensboro, N. C., Sept. 24. 

With one of the army’s slick new 
mobile recruiting units in front and 
Howard Hughes’ seven-year-old 
thriller, ‘Hell’s Angels,’ on the 
;screen, 24 theatres of the Wilby- 
|Kincey chain in the Carolinas are 
| getting squads of recruits for Uncle 





boxoffice. The tieup was engineered 
by Norris Hadaway, manager of the 
National in Greensboro, with Col. 
Harry A. Wells, in charge of army 
recruiting in the Charlotte, N. C., 
area. 

The first stand for three days at 
the National brought in 20 or more 
new soldiers and a sellout for the 
house for the entire three days. The 
outfit, with the recruiting truck and 
trailer transporting all the pro- 
motional material, then started a 
round of the 24 towns lasting well 
into November. ‘Hell’s Angels’ is 
playing from one to three days in 
each town. 








Costume Troubles 

Denver, Sept. 24. 
Not knowing about the army 
| regulation prohibiting any similar- 
|ity in uniforms worn by ‘public 
| servants’ to the U. S. Army uniform, 
manager Bernie Hynes was forced 
to discard some nice new regalias 
he had just bought. - Selecting a pat- 
| tern he likes he had 15 uniforms 
;}made up for ushers and doormen. 
| Shortly after the men started 
them an army officer 


| up its “Boys Town’ by making a se- | dropped around to see Hynes, bear- 


ling a letter from the adjutant gen- 


eral’s office in Washington, request- 
|ing the uniforms be changed to re- 
‘main within the law. 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 








&n appearancee on the Kate Smith |! 
program, planed back to the Coast | 
yesterday (Tuesday) with his wife, | 
Annabella. After retakes on ‘Mark | 
of Zoro,’ he will go on vacation until | 
late November. Pair plan an auto| 
trip, destination undisclosed. They 
spent the weekend with friends in 
_Connecticut. 

Annabella, who has been in ill 
health for some time, is improved, 
but has no immediate plans for re- 
suming picture work. 





London curbs pie coin 











A plagiarism action against 20th 
Century-Fox Film Corp., which was 
begun in the N. Y. supreme court on 
March 15, 1939, but has not been 
revealed to date, was disclosed Fri- 
day (20) when the film company 
sought to modify a demand for a bill 
of particulars filed by the plaintiffs, 
Izola Forrester Page and Mann Page, 
writers. They seek an injunction, 
accounting of profits and damages 
against the Shirley Temple starrer, 


it is based on their story, ‘Joyous.’ 

In 1934 plaintiffs wrote ‘The Girl 
on the Billboard’ and then rewrote 
it under the title of ‘Joyous’ and sub- 
mitted it to 20th-Fox for Shirley 
Temple. It was rejected, but the 
complaint is that the film which was 
released in 1936 is largely copied 
from their story. Company has en- 
tered a general denial. 


WB’s 61 Players 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Warners’ new contract list shows 
61 players, 41 writers and 15 direc- 
tors. 
Studio has special deals with 25 
others, not under regular contract. 











I’ll Be Seein’ You 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Edward Sutherland, currently 
directing ‘Caribbean Holiday’ at 
Universal, draws ‘Invisible Woman’ 
as his next pilot job on that lot. 
Picture headlines John Barry- 
more, Virginia Bruce and John 
Howard. 





Team Fonda, Stanwyck 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Henry Fonda and Barbara Stan- 
wyck team up in the top roles for 
‘Lady Eve,’ slated to roll Oct. 14 at 
Paramount. ; 
Director is Preston Sturges, who 
wrote the script. 


‘SKEFFY’ FOR IRENE DUNNE 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 








COM. ce ecseerenesenees weUT TTT Tee Te ee Page 13 ‘Mr. Skeffington’ was picked as the 
Michalove to ees er eer eer weer a ay One re .. Page 13 Irene Dunne starrer under her one- 
More foreign co ee Beaten eee e eee scenes eceeeneeeees cvscge mae 18 picture deal with Warners. 
Radio reviews: Kate Smith, ‘Behind the Mike’............. .. Page 26 Director is Edmund Goulding 
a See GE cng aUPGs 006554000 skeceedeosnes Page 28 ‘ 

oretta Young’s starter........csccecees Page 35 ‘York’ Gets His 

$b4WR CCERH CO rCRe eC eeEO NE OOS Orders 

ASCAP and BMI ceceee TONS eee eee e eee eee eeeneee Ceccesececee Page 47 Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
See Metro music firms signing ASCAP........ btonBu tet eeewee Page 47 ‘Sergeant York,’ the Gary Cooper 
RKO mulls vaude in N. Y..... Se ee ee ey ee eee Page 53 « starrer at Warners, is slated to roll 
Femme COULS DOCK-4O-MSORS WAT. oo.ccecccccccccvcccssececevecs Page 57 Oct. 5 
EE. GN sks 0saercarerisdesencssncssecusesdesreensadoedl Page 57 ces 





Cooper is planning a Canadian 


‘The Poor Little Rich Girl,’ claiming | 








hunting trip before ‘Sergeant’ starts. | ton.’ 


Add Irony: Chi Censors Ban Anti-Nazi 
Pix, But Pass Nazi Propaganda Film 





Chicago, Sept. 24. 

Entire Chicago picture censorship 
setup is on fire following a municipal 
upheaval because of the original 
banning of ‘Pastor Hall,’ the anti- 
Nazi flicker, by the censor board. 
When the ban was announced, the 
civic leaders put up such a how! that 
the picture was screened again by 
the police department and orders 
were given for a permit to be is- 
sued, 

Investigation of the censor board 
activities revealed that practically 
every anti-Nazi flicker brought into 
this country has been banned by the 
censors, while they gave a full per- 
mit to the frankly German propa- 
ganda picture, ‘Blitzkrieg in Poland,’ 
which is now running openly in the 
Little German theatre on the near- 
northside. 

Alderman Earl B. Dickerson was 
the first to make a move to rear- 
range the censor board setup when 
he introduced an ordinance to the 
City Council to create a new five- 
man censor board which could de- 
cide only whether pictures were 
suitable for exhibition to persons 
under 21 years of age. They would 
have no right to ban or cut up a 
picture. Under the ordinance, the 
board could only make a picture ‘for 
adults only,’ but could not prohibit 
it entirely. 

Ordinance has full recommenda- 
tion of the Council’s censorship com- 
mittee, which was organized to con- 
sider a possible rearrangement of the 
censor board line-up. 

New ordinance takes full cog- 
nizance of the present provisions, 
which stamp as illegal all pictures 
which are deemed immoral or ob- 
scene. Of most importance is that 
the five-man board would be selected 
on admitted qualifications as to ex- 
perience in education, psychology 
and child welfare. 





Det. OK’s ‘Strange Cargo’ 
Detroit, Sept. 24. 

Slashed to meet the approval of 
police censors who last March 
banned it as immoral, ‘Strange 
Cargo’ finally has reached the screen 
here. The film was three-times cut 
to win approval before it finally 
reached the Michigan theatre here 
Friday (20) for its first run. Mean- 
while, the picture had played all 
around the Detroit vicinity—in 
Windsor, Ont., just across the river, 
and in nearby Pontiac and Flint. 
Windsor, in particular, cashed in 
heavily on the Detroit trade through 
the furore aroused by the police 
censorship. 

The case of ‘Primrose Path,’ ruled 
out at the same time ‘Strange Cargo’ 
was nixed, seems hopeless. Local 
studio representatives are doing 
nothing to clear it here, since the 
police pointed out that cutting would 
not free it of the general ‘bad taint.’ 


CARY GRANT HITCHED 
TO COL. FOR FOUR PIX 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Cary Grant closed a deal with 
Columbia to star in two pictures an- 
nually for two years. First is ‘Penny 
Serenade,’ with Irene Dunne as co- 
star and George Stevens directing. 
Next for Grant under the Columbia 
contract is ‘Royal Mail,’ with an early 
British background, and third is 
‘There They Go Again,’ an American 
comedy with Rosalind Russell. 


Louise Brooks In Wichita 


Wichita, Kan., Sept. 24. 
Louise Brooks, former stage dan- 
cer and film actress, has returned 
to Wichita, her home town. 
She will open a dance studio with 
a local boy, Hal McCoy. 

















Keaton’s Col Comedies 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Buster Keaton and Columbia got 
together on a new deal calling for 
three two-reel comedi*s, 
First, still untitled, is slated to 
roll Friday (26). 


CHANGING SETS 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Julia Heron joined the Alexander 
Korda production outfit as set di- 
rector after 12 years in the same 
capacity with Samuel Goldwyn. 
First assignment is ‘Lady Hamil- 
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Consent Decree Will Be Ready 


When Court Reopens in N.Y. Oct. 7 


a + 
Consent decree ending the Gov-| 
ernment’s anti-trust suit against five | 


major film companies will be ready 
for presentation to Judge Henry W. 
Goodard, when he opens the fall 
term of the Federal court on Oct. 7. 
It is anticipated that the court will 


’ set an early date to hear any argu- 


ments on the form of the order and 


-its numerous provisions, including 


rules for the national arbitration of 
disputes between film exchanges and 
exhibitors. 

Government and industry at- 
torneys believe that the court will 
approve the decree in the form 
which now is being perfected by the 
legal departments of the film com- 
panies. The provisions covering ar- 
bitration will become effective Jan. 
1, 1941. The section regulating the 
selling of films, to be limited to 
groups of five pictures, each of 
which is to be shown to the trade 
before it may be sold, will become 
operative with the start of the 1941- 
42 selling season, late next spring. 

Task of collating all the legal data 
necessary for a speedy termination 
of the suit has been handed to Rob- 
ert E. Sher, special assistant to the 
attorney general, who has led the 
Government forces in the discus- 
sions which have ended in a settle- 
ment of the action. Although no of- 
ficial statement or comment on the 
proposals of the decree has been 
made by Thurman W. Arnold, in 


{ 





An ‘Angel’ for Rogers 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

‘Amateur Angel’ is Charles R. 
Rogers’ next production at Columbia, 
following completion of his present 
job, ‘A Girl's Best Friend is Wall 
Street.’ 

Rogers is figuring on William 
Holden and Rita Hayworth as tops 
in ‘Angel.’ a comedy scripted by 
Michael Blankfoot from an original 
by Tom Kilpatrick. 


Other Film Cos. 
Brushed Off By 
Loew Price Tilt 


Loew's, which decided last week 
to play ‘Boom Town’ on a single- 
feature policy at upped admissions 
in its metropolitan N.Y. houses, has 
adopted a percentage formula for 
the tilt in the entrance fee. Admish 











'evenings and a flat 


charge of the anti-trust division of | 


the Department of Justice, the con- 
sensus of industry lawyers is that 
nothing stands in the way of a 
speedy windup of the action. 
The arbitration 
been completed by a committee 
headed by Joseph H. Hazen, of 
Warner Bros. 
More Anti-Pix Work 
There remains much to be done 


fore the anti-trust division is com- 
pletely washed up with its motion 
picture litigation. 


original defendant companies. New 
anti-trust complaints will be drafted 
next month and served on Columbia, 
Universal and United Artists. These 
three companies did not join with 


the theatre-owning group in agree- | 


ing to a consent decree, The de- 
fendants that will be affected by the 
decree are Loew's, Paramount. 
Warner Bros., 20th Century-Fox and 
RKO. 


Much importance is being given 


to the suit against the three non- | 


theatre’ distributing companies. “In 
the decree to which the five majors 
have assented it is provided that the 


limitation of sales of feature pice | 


tures to groups of five shall main- 
tain only until June 1, 1942, unless 
the Government is able to bring 
around Columbia, Universal and 


United Artists to a similar plan, | 
either by agreement or court de- | 
Failure to do so will result | 


cision. 
(Continued on page 17) 


BILL PERLBERG JOINS 
20TH AS A PRODUCER 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Perlberg is 
lumbia for an associate producer's 
berth at 20th Century-Fox. 
merly with the William Morris 








William 


agency, Perlberg has been produc-| 
ing at Columbia since 1938, with five | 


Pictures to his credit. 


= checks off the lot afier com- 
bieting ‘This Thing Called Love.’ 


Blaustein vice Halliday 
As Par’s Coast Story Ed 








Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


The consent de- | ‘ - 4 
oes . | public ‘because if you raise the price 
cree is binding on five of the eight | pt viet vinta ee P 


provisions have | 


will be raised 25% at matinees, 35% 
nickel on all 
prices for kids. 

Increase in the New York area 
was decided on, circuit exec de- 
clared, after experiments in a num- 
ber of other territories showed com- 
paratively few squawks from custo- 
mers. Plan now is to extend the 
price increases to all territories. 

Statement last week of Joe Bern- 
hard, Warner Bros. circuit 


| that raising prices on certain pic- 


leaving Co-| (Wednesday), she 


For- | 


| 


|tures was bad for the industry was 
by the Government legal forces be- | 


greeted with ‘sour grapes’ at Metro. 
Bernhard declared that the variable 
admish policy was resented by the 


(Continued on page 12) 


GOLDWYN INN. Y. ON 





Samuel Goldwyn is in New York 
for a week following the premiere of 


lhis ‘The Westerner’ in Texas last 
Thursday (19) He is confabbing | 
with Lillian Hellman, whose play, 


‘The Little Foxes,’ will be filmed by 

jhim. Miss Hellman and William 
Wyler, who will direct it, were in 
constant huddles before Wyler went 
|west last week. Pie can’t go into 
| work, however. until early next year 
because of Tallulah Bankhead’s 
present play tour. 

Wyler, meantime, has not gotten 
together with Warners on ‘Sergeant 
York.’ which assignment he found 
not to his liking and, 
will fill in with another 
Wyler directed ‘Westerner’ 
Cooper) and latter was loaned, along 
with Walter Brennan, to WB for 
| *York.’ on an exchange deal whereby 
Bette Davis comes to Goldwyn for 
the Bankhead role in ‘Little Foxes.’ 
| Incidentally, the Warners are press 
| cocktail-partying Miss Davis today 
having just ar- 
rived in New York on a holiday and 
also to powwow with Goldwyn and 
Miss Hellman on ‘Foxes.’ 

Death of Max D. Steuer, Gold- 
wyn’s attorney in his long drawn out 
legal tiffing with United Artists, 
necessitates new counsel. Goldwyn 
yesterday retained George Z. Meda- 
lie, former U. S. district attorney. 
Producer returns to the Coast Friday 
(27). 











Richard Halliday resigned as head | 


of the story department at Para-| 


eon and was succeeded by Julius 
: Blaustein, assistant story editor. 
ae age ag joining Paramount, Blau- 
ein headed the story staff of Music 
Corp. of America. 


Bert Wheeler’s Dar Pic 


Bert Wheeler, who has been mak- 
ing personal appearances in the east 
|for some months, returns to the 
Coast shortly under contract with 
Paramount to appear in ‘Las Vegas 
Nights.” Film will star Ellen Drew 


and among the featured people alsa 


is Tommy Dorsey. ee 
‘Nights’ is due to start grinding 


j Oct. 15. 


— 


FANS CALL HIPE 
MGR. FOR OAKLIES 


Izzy Rappaport Faces Iron- 
ical Situation — He’s Pay- 
ing Glenn Miller While 
the Town Wants Tickets 
for Same Orchestra’s Ches- 
terfield Free Radio Per- 
formance 


ote 


A BURNEROO 





Baltimore, Sept. 24, 

Izzy Rappaport, operator of the in- 
die Hipp, Baltimore, one of the few 
consistent stage show houses left in 
the country, is doing a major burnup 
this week. He is in the curious po- 
sition of having hundreds of people 
call him daily and asking how they 
can get tickets to see and hear Glenn 
Miller—for free. And they don’t 
mean at Rappaport’s own theatre, 
where Miller is currently getting a 
guarantee of $8,500 for the week 
against a 50-50 split of the gross. 

In fact, Rappaport is getting the 
impression that many Balto natives 
don’t even know that Miller is play- 
ing his house. What appears to be 
general knowledge, however, is that 
Miller is doing three broadcasts (24- 
25-26) for his Chesterfield sponsor 





head, | 


‘FOXES,’ NEW COUNSEL, 


instead, he | 
picture. | 
(Gary | 


over CBS at the 3,500-seat Lyric— 


and that the tickets are being dis- | 


l\tributed free. The Lyric is more of 
}a concert hall. operas and the Phila- 


| delphia Symphony playing there, but | 
it has a screen to accommodate the 
commercial 
being 


|Chesterfield 40-minute 
film, ‘Tobaccoland,’ which is 
| given away with the Miller orch. 


| to the broadcasts. 


nearly all the students of the Notre 
Dame Academy, a_ private 





iler at the Lyric, but 
| One of the girls didn’t get an oakley, 
and Rappaport soon heard about it 
from her father, the managing editor 
of one of Baltimore’s dailies. He 
lasked Rappaport to please accom- 
(Continued on page 22) 





tnd 
| Cohns Voted Back Their 
| 


Old Columbia Salaries i,ornow dead years 





Three-year employment contracts 


|of president Harry Cohn, and Jack 
| Cohn, vice-president, were approved 
as originally submitted for stock- 
holder consideration by the annual 


meeting of Columbia Pictures com- 
mon shareholders last Wednesday 
(18). These provide that Harry 


Cohn may receive his old salary of 
$3,500 weekly and Jack Cohn $2,500 
weekly, out of the profit-sharing ar- 
rangement for 12% for Harry and 
6% for the latter. 

Corporation announced that these 
pacts have been modified to in- 
| clude a provision whereby payments 
|under the profit sharing arrange- 
ments will be made to these officers 
only if cash dividends are declared 
and paid to common stockholders. 
| Thus, in order for these two officers 
(to obtain the maximum amount un- 
der their sharing contracts, a cash 
divvy disbursement of $1 per share 
will have to be made to the com- 
mon shareholders. Profit-sharing ar- 
rangement is predicated on the abil- 
ity of the company to show consid- 
erable net profit. They are to be 
computed after payment of the pre- 
ferred divvy and in accordance with 
the common dividend proviso for 
the maximum amount. 

Directors elected are Harry Cohn, 
| A. Schneider, Jack Cohn, Charies 
| Schwartz, L. M. Blancke, Dr. A. H. 
| Giannini and N. B. Spingold. 
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Chesterfield Cigs’ Free Shows Draw 
Many Who ve Never Been in Theatres 
Before, But Who Wants Em? 


Berke Parts With Rep. 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
William Berke checked off the Re- 








Neither Chesterfield ciggies nor 
anyone else will give further frea 
film shows in the Brandt theatres, 
Harry Brandt, chief of the New 
York circuit, declared last week, 





public lot where he has been asso- 
ciate producer for four years, han- 
dling production on westerns. 





There were too many headaches in- 
volved, he revealed. 
No amount of coin an advertiser 


His last picture at the valley stu- | likely would pay, it was said, 
dio was the Gene Autry musical,| would make up for the physical 
‘Ride, Tenderfoot, Ride.’ damage to the theatres alone. Audi- 
ence took advantage of Chesterfield’s 
generosity to wreak havoc on up- 
holstery, rugs, chairbacks, and 
men’s and women’s lavatories. 

Newell-Emmett ad agency, which 
| arranged the free shows, defended 
| them several weeks ago with the 
| assertion they would introduce to 
the theatres many people who had 
never before attended them and 
thus build up new audiences for the 
houses. Brandt managers now agree 
| with the first part of the statement, 
| but give a definite nix to the sec- 





Hays Powwows 


Sales-Ad Execs 
On Pix Problem 


Major changing conditions abroad,| True enough, they say, the free 
with the resultant effect on domestic | Shows brought in many people who 
situations, bring modified problems | had never been in the houses be- 
for the film industry, Will Hays,| fore, but they were not the kind 
head of the Motion Picture Pro-| the theatres wanted and not the kind 
|ducers & Distributors Assn., yester- | likely to come again anyway, so the 
| day (Tuesday) told an adjourned | cuffo films can’t be considered an 
meeting of MPPDA directors. His | audience-building promotion. 
|remarks took on added significance; Angle of the free shows that also 
| because advertising-publicity heads | embarrassed Brandt was the opposi- 
and sales chiefs of member com-| tion to them by many members of 
panies also were called to the meet-| the Independent Theatre Owners 











ing. 


Those people who aren't calling 
Rappaport on the phone are writing | 
him letters and postcards for tickets 
Almost all of ’erma 
read alike: ‘Please send me two com- 
plimentary tickets to see Glenn Mil- 
ler.’ It has been also brought rather 


‘The task confronting us today,” he | Organization 


| said, ‘is to meet the changed situa- 


| tion in a manner that in no way wil 


|impair the quality of motion picture | 
road lies 


| entertainment. 
| ahead. 
solution, 


No easy 


l 


| “These conditions call for thorough 
| study and clear-headed thinking and 
| action in charting and executing the 


|}future course. For this 
|asked the general sales 


reason, we 
managers 


Association, of which he is 


prez. 
recently adopted a 
resolution, introduced by Brandt 


himself, against any more of them. 
Standard Oil Tried It 
It will be recalled that Standard 


There is no ready-made) oj; of New Jersey tried similar sort 


of free show setup about five years 
ago but found the show business so 
hostile to the idea that it was aban- 
doned in its original form. Instead, 
the Guy Lombardo band was routed 
through theatres as a regular unit 


forcibly to Rappaport’s attention that 


girls’ 
school, have received tickets to Mil- 
none have | 
bought to see Milier at the Hipp. 


: age 2()) 
(Continued on page heed | and part of the program. 

Whole industry discussion in the 
past 10 days has revolved about the 
question of whether or not such free 

‘ y| shows constitute ultimate boxoffice 
HOT ON MARK TWAIN | poison for the very theatres now 
using them. Bulk of expressions 
were that this one experiment would 
harm chiefly as a matter of estab- 
| lishing a precedent—that once ad- 
vertisers get their nose under the 
tent, other industrial firms will flock 
to the feed-box with their ad cam- 
paigns. 

Industry as a whole never has 
picked on industrial ad pictures when 
| made for non-theatrical purposes and 
|often where they do not interfere 
| with the usual program setups. But 
the present free show idea has vet- 





DISNEY AND GOLDWYN 


Apparently by coincidence, Walt 
Disney and Samuel Goldwyn regis- 
tered the title ‘Mark Twain’ with the 
| Hays office within a few hours of | 
}each other last week. Disney got 
there first with his request and won 
|priority. Both producers were non- 
|commital on the reason for the sud- | 


| It's understood, however, that Dis- 
'ney hhs long been giving considera- 
tion to an idea of combining live (Continued on page 17) 
action and cartooning in a feature 
|}around Twain and his humorous 
characters. Whether it is made may 
depend on success of ‘The Reluctant 


spun‘ sneer “nve'setscant, WOBBER OPTIMISTIC 
eiisn'is Bier’ aat'enon’'st tie | ON EARLY B. 0, UPBEAT 





mixed medium, It’s to-be releasec 
around Jan. 1. 
Goldwyn’s picture, if and when it 
is made, will be straight biography. 
Neither film seems a likelihood for ,Wobber, 20th-Fox general sales 
the near future, as Disney has feat- | manager, predicted prosperity ahead 
ures in work to carry him up to 1945, | for exhibitors in this territory and 
and Goldwyn says he has no inten- | throughout the U.S 
tion of resuming production until his Reason for his optimism, he said, 
battle with United Artists is resolved, | is the general business upturn sure 
at which time he will have at least |to result from government defense 
three pix for shooting prior to | spending and the improved product 
‘Twain.’ Goldwyn’s idea is appar- | being turned out by Hollywood. 
ently to use Walter Brennan, whom 
he has under contract, in the picture. 
Brennan is said to bear a 


blance to Samuel L. Sar ered Andre Daven at 20th 
Twain’s real name. ° 
| - As Aide to Zanuck 


Hollywood, Sept. 24 

Andre Daven, who produced pic- 
tures in Paris and later joined Rob- 
ert T. Kane’s 20th-Fox production 
staff in London, checked in at the 
Westwood lot as an assistant to 
Darryl Zanuck. 

To date he has no definite assign- 


in ent. 





Minneapolis, Sept. 24 
Here for a sales’ meeting, Herman 








‘CORRESPONDENT’ SEQUEL 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Sequel to ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
is planned by Walter Wanger. Deal 
is on for Alfred Hitchcock, who 
directed the picture, to repeat on the 
followup assignment after he com- 
pletes a contracted pair at RKO. 
Sequel will have a U.S. and South 
} America locale, 
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Esquire, Mpls., Threatens Anti-Trust 
Suit: Mobile Indie’s Monopoly’ Beef 





Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 


Local major film distributors and 
the Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount) have received and ignored 
registered letters from L. B. 
Schwartz, counsel for Irving Gill- 
man, owner of the Esquire theatre, 
loop first-run sure-seater, notifying 
them that unless major product 1s 
made available for the house anti- 
trust suits will be filed against them. 
The actions will be started this week, 
Schwartz asserts. 

Inability to obtain first or sub- 
sequent-runs of major film product 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Anthony Quinn inked a player pact 
at Warners. 

Paramount signed Esther Fernan- 
dez, Mexican actress. 

Warners picked up Arthur Ken- 
nedy’s actor option. 

(cater Felix drew a director 
ticket at 20th-Fox. 

Mildred Coles’ player option lifted 
at Warners. ; 

20th-Fox renewed Sheila Ryan's 
acting ticket. : 

Columbia hoisted Don Beddoe’s 
option. 

20th-Fox handed Elena Verdugo an 

I hav not written you dew to the | acting contract. 
fact I has been working in a hoarse; Twentieth-Fox renewed Lynn 
opera at Big Pine for Hop Along | Bari's ticket for one year. 











BUCK GIVES HAPPY 
A LOAD OF SCENARIO 


* By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Mr. Happy Hemmingway, 
Palace Beach, New York. 


Dear Hap: 























has injured the rental value of his 
Esquire to the extent of $10,000, Gill- 
man charges. The ‘Big Eight’ have | 
refused to service the house and Par | 
has influenced their policy and at- 


titude, he charges. 


Bennie Berger, previous owner of 
the Esquire, encountered the same 
product difficulties and threatened 
anti-trust suits, but wound up selling 
the theatre to Gillman. The Benz 
Bros., who were unable to obtain | 
major product when they operated 
the 4,000-seat Minnesota, abandoned 
proposed anti-trust and conspiracy 
court actions when they made a 
favorable deal whereby Minnesota 
Amus. took over their Palace in the 
lower loop here on a long-term lease 
at rental terms favorable to them. 








Mobile, Ala., Sept, 24. 

Seeking to enjoin the owners from 
the operation of their new theatre 
in the western residential section of 
the city, a suit was filed in the cir- 
cuit court Wednesday (18) by the 
Azalea theatre, a competing show- 
house located about 100 yards away. 


Harry Sherman and believe you me 
I am good and sore at same as the 
assistant asked if I rode a vt TRYING T0 HYPO 


and I says sure I rode a horse but 
Washington, Sept. 24. 


I did not tell him when as I has 
Frantic letter-writing drive has 








muted duck and a biggie from No- 
art Studios says to me why don’t 
you write a crazy comedy for us as 

the world is full of tragedies enough 

able and I knocks out a classic from! Barrage of pleas from the blue- 
a couple of old Billy Wells’ scripts | nose supporters of the perennial re- 
but the continuity gives me more! form measure have had little effect. 
trouble than Mike Jacobs eating | Since the outraged crusaders launch- 


not been astride a beast since the 

without seeing Bette Davis suffer r 

any more...the fellah is head of the | been launched in what looks like a 
corn on the cob. We has been try-'ed the attack, no member of the 
ing to borrow a star to play the! cywbcommittee technically in charge 





The Azalea’s suit, filed by C. B. King, 
C. H. King and T. O. Collins, charges 
the new theatre is being comrested | 
by Saenger Theatres Corp., as a/| 
monopoly, to force the Azalea out | 
of the film business in the western | 
section of the city. In addition to | 
Saenger, Paramount-Richards, Inc., 


| 


day I fell offen a burro in a tintype 
gallery in Coney Island. 
I has had to weeks at good money 
and am back in the where instead of 
the when. (Where do we eat? In- 
stead of when). I was in Dave 
Chasen’s Bank last night eating 
writers as they borrowed him from | futile move to crank up the ,House 
Grossingers where he was entertain- | Interstate Commerce Committee 
ment director. He is a big shot as and get a vote this year on the 
he lives in the YMCA and has a/Neely bill. No action is anticipated 
station wagon with Rancho Costa| before adjournment, which Demo- 
Plente painted on same. cratic chieftains now hope will oc- 
Well Hap I sits down at the port- cur by the middle of next week. 
lead, but no dice, as he is impossible | of the panacea has tried to induce 
as he had his face and his option |Chairman Clarence F. Lea to call 
both lifted last week and when I/a meeting to thrash out the question 
trys to get him on the phone alls| of reporting it to the full group. 
gets is his Burma House boy | (ea, as has been the case ever since 
Breeze Meelah. Besides, the indus- | the measure came over from the sen- 
try is playing the chill for him not| ate more than a year ago, is too con- 


and Paramount Pictures, Inc., are|>¢ing in the war as he has been|cerned about what he deems far 


named as respondents. 


It is alleged in the suit that there 
is not sufficient business in the sec- 
tion for two film houses, and the 
charge is made that a ‘trade war’ is 
foreseen, with the situation inevita- 
bly resulting in the Azalea closing 
its doors because its management 
does not have the resources to com- 
pete at a loss with the corporations 
over a long period. 

The suit declares that Paramount 
has stopped the sale of films to the 
Azalea, and the court is not only 
asked to enjoin the respondents from 
operation of the theatre, but to com- 


pel Paramount to sell films to the 
Azalea. 





Col.’s Bill of Particulars 


Buffalo, Sept. 24. 

Columbia Pictures Corp. was 
granted an order by Judge John 
Knight in federal court here direct- 
ing the U. S. to furnish it with an 
itemized statement covering 34 al- 
leged violations of the Sherman 
anti-trust law. Columbia is one of 
the distributors named as defend- 
ants with Schine Theatres, Inc., in 
the anti-trust suit brought by the 
Government in U. S. district court 
for the Western District of New 
York. 

The order directs the U. S. to fur- 
nish Columbia (1) the names of the 
exhibitors deprived of the oppor- 
tunity to purchase pictures under 


fair competitive conditions; (2) the! 


exact identification of every spot 
where the U. S. alleges any of the 
Schine defendants monopolized first- 
runs of pictures distributed by the 
distributor defendants; and (3) the 
names of every exhibitor alleged to 
have been forced out of the business 
or compelled to sell his theatre by 
reason of the defendants’ alleged 
monopolistic practices. 


HUBBARD RETURNS TO 
20TH FOR WITHERS PI 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Lucien Hubbard will produce an- 
other Jane Withers feature when he 
returns to the 20th-Fox lot next 
January after a leave of absence. 
Picture is ‘Happy Days in Dixie,’ his 
own idea, as a sequel to ‘Youth Will] 
Be Served.’ 

It follows moppet’s current assign- 
ment, ‘A Very Young Lady,’ based 








on ‘Maturo,’ play by Ladislaus pies 


who is doing the screenplay. 


going around with a English dialect | more urgent matters to make trouble 
| for years but is no more English|for himself or his colleagues. The 
than I is. This fellah took his name | Californian feels the committee has 
off a A. and P. shelf and calls} several matters of much greater in- 
hiself House Maxwell. He claims | terest that should be brought up be- 
he is a thoroughbred because he fore adjournment, while associates 
came out here years ago with a car | fear that if such a measure is 
load of horses from Belmont Park. | brought out it will be difficult to re- 
I suggested to the boss that I could| sist pressure from other minority 
yley = part but -_ had no — |groups clamoring for attention. 
fon © same subiie suggestion.| Feeling of a good many house 
| The scene is in the Brooklyn navy | ..;,mitteemen is that negotiations 


| yard, a typical Noel Coward — ‘toward revision of trade practices 
|Our hero is a ordinary seaman who | \i, 9 consent decree in the Justice 


|never was a bored a ship but takes | Department suit make it unnecessary 
up passes at the Navy Yard gate as/¢,, Congress to act. If a new dis- 
| he was once on the gallery door at + inution system can be worked out 


b- agg oe B He Katy Agr Ad” | by voluntary agreement and tested 
are euguver: when § Ty’ under supervision of the Federal 


jcrash the Navy Yard gate without | court, they think it would be ex- 


|a pass. (That's where we get him in tremely unwise to take the almost 


his first beef)—as Swan—(that’s her : 
| a. lunprecedented step of trying to 
|first name)—loathes him and asks write a fair trade practice statute 


i — to give = — = for a single industry, at least until 
| heave ho. Here we have Conflic it is proved that any major vices 


beens 5s Mew secret of writing 4 cannot be eradicated otherwise. The 
ona wan is going with a en- wailing of exhibitor groups dis- 


} . . 
|sign who is a German spy by the pleased with the proposed consent 


‘name of Vincent Gates, which in- 
itial is V. Gates...this is our first 
| belly laugh...then comes a big scene 
to give it production as you hast to 
spend money on a classic or its a 
B. The scene is a dance at the Navy 
| Yard with hundreds of ordinary sea- 
'men ($5.50) and a few boatswains 
and coxwains ($7.50) and as same is 
'a master production we cant use 
B girls so we get dress xtras ($11). 

Swan is the bell of the ball but 


breaks down from too much 
Rhumba, “great Gobs shook her 
;frame and she loses her slipper 


which has the plans of a sub hidden 
in same and when the spy asks for 
them she screams ‘Good Heavens 
| MAN...the pumps. at this point the 
common seaman grabs the spy when 
| the girl says ‘AND WHO ARE YOU?’ 
| Our hero throws back his lapel and 
|shows his badge as he exclaims... 
|PIMLICO, U. S. A....They was a 
‘play a long time ago called Haw- 
thorn U. S. A. that is nothing like 
mine despite the similarity to per- 
sons living or dead. 

They is polishing the script now so 
‘you better stay there till I tip you 
‘off to come out here as I am get- 
ting along swell...Enclosed find 
$2.50 of the $5 I owe you. Buck. 





‘Aloma’ for Lamour 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
‘Aloma of the South Seas,’ once a 
| Gilda Gray starrer, is being revived 
, by Paramount for Dorothy Lamour. 
Jack Moss is assigned as producer 
and Stuart Heisler will direct. 


decree has not overcome this argu- 
ment, especially as a good many of 
the lawmakers believe these factions 
never will be contented and Con- 
| gress should not undertake to ap- 
|pease every disgruntled element in 
any particular line of trade. 





‘LAWRENCE’S BUFFER JOB| 


AS AIDE TO FREEMAN 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Jock Lawrence, formerly Samuel 
Goldwyn’s publicity chief, becomes 
a liaison officer between producers 
and flacks as assistant to Y. Frank 
Freeman, president of the Associa- 
tion of Motion Picture Producers. 
| Taking over many of the functions 
performed by Tom Pettey before his 
|resignation, Lawrence will work with 
the studio publicists committee, con- 
|sisting of Harry Brand, John LeRoy 
| Johnston, John Josephs, Cliff Lewis, 
|Perry Lieber, Lou Smith, Howard 
| Strickling, Bob Taplinger and Frank 
Seltzer. 





ROSEN KEYS LUKE 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Phil Rosen gets the director chore 
on ‘Phantom of Chinatown,’ first of 
the four Keye Luke starrers to be 
produced by Paul Malvern for Mon- 
ogram distribution. 

Malvern is hunting an Oriental 





actress to play opposite Luke, 





Of People and Places 


By The Shirt 





The best dressed woman eof the week: 
MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 








Comeback? Jolson Never Left 

Al Jolson was heard saying, ‘Isn't it all wonderful. What do you ink 
of my comeback?’ It was no comeback, Al was never away. He ve 
had a few bad pictures and a few bad evenings on the radio but the re 
Al was still there anyhow. There have been so many raves about 
we'll let it go at that. Al is back on Broadway, God love him. 

‘Hold on to Your Hats’ (at the Shubert) is made to order for these times 
Full of belly laughs, rare these days. You'd like to see the show but can't 
get tickets. Everybody’s complaining. Sam Roth, the ticket merchant, 
in answering calls, doesn't say ‘Hello’, He picks up the phone and says 
‘No tickets for Al Jolson or ‘Louisiana Purchase’.’ 

Martha Raye is an ideal foil for Jolson. And really pretty, in spite og 
a badly fitting bra. There is a bra maker here in New York who gives 
an optical illusion to Elsa Maxwell and Miss Raye should get in touch with 
her. The bra maker, not Maxwell. 

Also good to have Russ Brown back with us again. What a pleasure 
to hear a man with his finesse. Jack Whiting makes a rather pale cowboy, 
A better makeup would help. And Bert Gordon, no use saying anything 
about him excepting a laugh every time he appears. Margaret Irving has 
a small part, too small: A great performer, Miss Irving has allowed her. 
self to get a mite on the stout side. 

Dressing this show couldn't have been a problem. It looked as if Jolson 
had given Brooks the word to go ahead and don’t spare the fabrics. Ex. 
pensive and good looking to the last seam. Raye appears first as a cowgirl 
in a suede costume, pale blue in color trimmed in black, All of her clothes 
were lovely, one a purple crepe in which she does her most effective clown. 
ing. The dress had a bead trim long sleeves and a surprise sash of green 
with a center panel of red. May sound screwy but it was good looking, 
Margaret Irving as the owner of a dude ranch wore the simple tailored 
house dresses, belt and ail. 

Chorus wears plenty of clothes. No fake stuff here. When it called for 
satin it was satin, and velvet and laces. A Mexican number had those 
girls in eye-filling costumes of blue, silver, red with white lace fan-like 
headdresses. Anotner set of costumes worn by these good looking girls 
were black and white cut outs, then still another of chartruese and blue 
taffeta. A pleasure to see a show where there was none of the recent 
cheating as to material. Did the Shuberts have anything to do with these 
costumes? If they did, they must have changed their tactics. 





Mrs. F. D. R. in Wine Velvet 

‘Pastor Hall’ at the Globe theatre is another of those German atrocity 
stories. If the picture had been made in this country instead of England, 
perhaps it might have had a chance. The little Nova Pilbeam girl has 
grown up. 

Clothes, of course, didn’t matter in this picture. But clothes in the lobby 
did matter. Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt appeared in a stunning wine velvet 
dinner gown. A rather warm night, Mrs. Roosevelt was wrapless. She 
never looked so charming. 


Nicole de Paris Carries on 

Nicole de Paris had her showing last Tuesday. Vincent Connolly did 
the announcing and a swell job. The girls modeling the clothes were 
particularly yum-yum, especially one who is picture material, and one who 
might be Hedda Hopper’s junior double. Viola Shefer arranged the show 
and looked like a model herself. Before the press girls arrived Nickey 
put on a show by herself trying on hats. Madame Fontaine, the designer 
of the clothes, has also used common sense with taste. The clothes are so 
wearable, nothing exotic. Paul Flato designed the jewels and they made 
the gals’ mouths water. 

The names of the costumes were clever, such as Trotteur, Camomille, 
Iridium, Pelicum, 40 in all. 

The high light of Nicole’s showing was the fringe of faces on the balcony, 
All French girls, they showed the strain upon them, every one with a 
family in France, some not knowing where they are. (Nicky’s mother, & 
woman of 94, was put out of her farm in Flanders and is now living in an 
attic at Lourdes.) Champagne and sandwiches were passed later and $ 
good time was had by all. 


Munching and Signing Up At Sardi’s 

Lunching at Sardi’s is more dynamic with the theatrical season coming 
into stride. Last Friday there were Mary Astor, Virginia Smith, Mrs. 
Harry Weiss, Estelle Brody, Dean Jagger, Richard Whorf, Zorina, Jesse 
Royce Landis, Lew Brown, Richard Pitman, Janet Fox, Alan Dinehart, 
Barney Klawans, Bobby Crawford, Phil Baker, Sam Lyons, Gloria Stuart, 
Arline Judge, Nancy Carrol and Sylvia Hahlo....What a good time Renee 
Carrol, hat check girl at Sardi’s, is having passing out Rooseveit buttons. 
Every one who accepts a button has to sign an autograph album which 
Renee is sending to F. D. R....Dinty Moore’s took on the air of the old 
Metropole last Monday night. Benny Fields, Blossom Seely, Al Jolson and 
Al, Jr., Louis Epstein, Inez Courtney, Clem McCarthy, Buddy De Sylva, 
Bobby Crawford, Vilma Ebsen. Lou Clayton with frau, Nick Kenny, 
Jimmy Ritz and his beautiful wife, Hank Gowdy, Milton Ager with Laurel 
and Shaena (Celia was out P.M.ing) and Dave Marks. 





The Fred Stones’ Radie Audition 

Atop the Amsterdam Roof in the Playhouse of WOR the Fred Stone 
family on Sunday night gave a private audition of a sketch for radio called, 
‘The Stone Family Boarding House.’ Here is something radio has been 
waiting for. Names, sentiment, three lovely daughters, Carol, Paula and 
Dorothy. And two sons-in-law, Charlie Collins and Duke Daly. 

The sketch took 30 minutes and seemed promising material for a con- 
tinuous story with novel angles. 

Afterwards Fred Stone made one of his amusing curtain speeches. Then 
the — in turn put on a show that would have knocked the Palace for 
a goal. 

Mrs, Stone didn’t take part in these highjinks but she is a natural for 
radio. Also in a. black lace gown with a girlish figure she didn’t have to 
take a back seat with her three daughters. Dorothy was in a purple chiffon 
over a green foundation. Paula, a nifty redhead was in white crepe, long 
sleeves and no trimming. Paula possesses a lovely soprano voice and Carol 
is the jitterbug and showed plenty talent. Her dress was the all over 
embroidery made over a black taffeta foundation. 

Harold M. Sherman is writing the material. 





‘Three Strong Women Toss Lovely Boy’ 

Vaudeville isn’t dead, not so long as there is Loew's State and Milton 
Berle. Milton has shed some of his nose, now he must shed some weight; 
also that grey suit. He would look much slimmer in any other color. Also 
shed Ma. Those days are over. Even if Ma looked nice in a black dress 
draped to one side; handsome diamond brooch, mink jacket and turned 
up black hat. 

The Kitchen Pirates, three men and a girl, is one of those girl-throwing 
acts. Men might have been from the strong arm squad, throwing aroun 
an 80-pound girl. The Skirt hopes to live long enough to see three 
strong women throw around one lovely little fellow. The girl wore the 
conventional jersey tunic with blouse. 

Ginger Harmon, a little miss with big voice, was in white, with apron 
front of striped silk. The colors were introduced into the bodice in bras- 
siere fashion. Slippers white and no stockings. 

Four Step Brothers must be the joy of Harlem. Their suits were oneé- 
button cutaways in brown. with tan trousers, brown top hats and shoes 
with white spats. Milton should inquire those boys’ tailor. 
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WAR RAIDING 





£ Years Each to Nick and Weston 
In St. Louis, Plus $10,000 Fines 


v 








St. Louis, Sept. 24. A Dual Alibi 

John P. Nick and Clyde A. Weston, 
ousted heads of IATSE, Local No. 
148, found guilty Wednesday (18) on 
11 charges of violating the Federal 
racketeering statutes and not guilty 
of one charge of violating the Sher- 
man Act, were sentenced Monday 
morning (23) to five years’ imprison- 
ment in Federal jug, and each fined 
$10,000 by U. S. District Judge John 
Caskie Collet last night. Judge Col- 
let sentenced them to five years on 
each of the 11 counts, the sentences 
to run concurrently and the fine). 
was on the first count. 


Oral notice of an appeal to the 
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals of 
the 8th Judicial District was made 
and the bench fixed Nick’s bond at 
$25,000, Weston’s at $20,000 when his 
attorney said it would be impossible 
for him to provide higher bail. 
Friends furnished the required 
bonds. In passing sentence Judge 
Collet said that there appeared to 
be no question of the guilt of the 
defendants, but he would permit 
them liberty on bonds because the 
law provides for bail where there 
are reasonable grounds for appeal. 
The legal phases involved here give 
such reasonable grounds, the court 
said. 





Milwaukee, Sept. 24. 

Double features do have their 
good points. 

Henry Sokolowski, 24, arrested 
and haled into district court on a 
speeding charge, told Judge A. J. 
Hedding: 

‘I took my girl to the movies 
last night. Before we left the 
house her mother told me to be 
sure and be home by 1 o'clock. 
But the show was so long— 
double feature, you know—that 
I was afraid we would be late, 
so I did step on it a little.’ 

The judge was sympathetic 
and suspended sentence. 








Chaplin Into 4 
Brandt Houses 
Or N.Y. Capitol? 


for Nick, asked the court to temper Leading contenders in United Art- 
justice with mercy because Nick | ists’ maneuvring for Broadway thea- 
suffers from chronic arthritis and/| tres to preem Charles Chaplin’s ‘The 
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PIC CRAFTS 








MOVE TO NULLIFY 
DRIVE. ON LABOR 


Talk of Putting Technical 





ut-State Trade Showings Prove 
Good Business For Par Selling: 


Other New Product Deals Set 





Exhibs’ Self-Rib 


Columbus, Sept. 24. 

Independent Theatre Owners 
of Ohio goes facetious in an- 
nouncing switch of its conven- 
tion this year from the usual 
midwinter date to Oct. 30-31 in 
Columbus. 

Change was made, announce- 
ment declares, ‘because our past 
few conventions have been held 
during the winter when the 
weather was unfavorable and 
many exhibitors were in Florida 
spending the losses. incurred 
from the showing of B pictures 
on preferred playing time. 


Employment — Widening 
Inroads By Defense Indus- 
tries Bring Stoppage Pro- 
posals 





—— 


WRITER PEACE 





Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Fearing a serious labor shortage 
if War Defense Industries continue 
to raid the film industry, several 
major studios are considering a pro- 
posal to put their technical experts’ 
on a guaranteed employment basis. 
This move was disclosed when | 
Frank Carothers, labor producer | 
contact, announced he had called the 


* 
seriousness of the situation to the Bioff Released: 
attention of Pat Casey and other | 9 


company representatives. He staied 
e e 
His Film Labor 











there is already a serious shortage 
of expert plasterers, and that attrac- 
tive offers of steady employment are 
being made to electricians, precision 
engineers, machinists, etc. 

Carothers said the situation is 
similar to the start of the film in- 
dustry, when most of the technical 
experts were secured from the tele- 
phone company. He has suggested 








was bedridden during much of the | Great Dictator’ appear to be the 
time the Federal agents were inves- | Capitol. i bi ‘ : , 
tigating the case. Bryan Purteet, | apitol, in combination with another 
Weston’s counsel, said Weston is a| Loew house, possibly the Criterion, 
broken man, past 45 years of age and| and four Brandt houses. 

the father of two children. Purteet | have added a fourth theatre to the 


also informed the court that during | three originally’ offered’ for 


the trial it was necessary to ad-| simul- 


minister a heart stimulant to Weston | taneous showing and say a deal looks | 


(to keep him on his feet). 
The Judge tossed a posy to Asst. | other films. 
Attorney General Roscoe T. Steffen, Meantime, Walt Disney office an- 
who conducted the prosecution, bY | nounced yesterday (Tuesday) that 
stating that while both sides had| ‘Fantasia’ would go into the Shu- 
well presented the evidence, the | berts’ Broadway theatre at 53d street 
Government's presentation was 4) about mid-November. Alexander 
credit to Steffen. ‘We are sorry to |Korda continues to ferret for a 
see Mr. Steffen leave and hope h€! house for ‘Thief of Bagdad.’ Situa- 
will return to this work,’ Judge Col- | 4:5, at the same time grew more 
let remarked. [Steffen returned to- complicated with revelation by 
day (Tuesday) to his law professor- Warner Bros, that it has optioned 
ship at Yale from which he took away its Hollywood (now the 5lst 


so possible they have ceased booking 


Brandt’s | 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


that these experts be given a guar- Soom “@ eehetnd 


anteed term of employment to off- 
set the one- two and even three-year 
contracts being offered them by the 
big industries working on Govern- 
ment defense contracts. 


Released six- 





brig Friday (20), it isn’t necessary 
|for Willie Bioff to be back here at 


partment employes at Metro has/j|tive hand 
| been averted by a new counter- | Coast. 
proposal from E. J. Mannix, Metro | Federal 


in labor matters on the 
The postponement of the 
tax evasion 


Painters Local 644. The Screen Car- 
toonists Guild had called a general | his bail bond. 
membership meeting for tomorrow 
night (Wed.) to take a strike vote, | Judge Paul McCormick when it was 
but instead the new offer will be | disclosed that several witnesses are 
submitted to the membership for in the east. Bioff’s counsel, George 
approval. The cartoonists have been Breslin, announced readiness for 
given a 100% Guild shop and mini- | trial in October but Assistant U. S. 


Status Is Vague 


Workers On Guaranteed ‘ 





leave to conduct anti-trust investi- 
gations here}. 
Two-Year Fight 

Conviction 
fight for the removal of Nick and 
Weston from the local IATSE pic- 
ture that started more than two 
years ago and was highlighted by 
Nick’s acquittal in a State court of 
an extortion charge growing out of 
two alleged payoffs by local exhibi- 
tors while wage increase contracts 
for operators were being mulled. 
Both men face another extortion 
charge in the State courts. Federal 
trial lasted almost two weeks, with 
nearly 100 exhibs, operators and 
others testifying for the Govern- 
ment, and Nick and Weston taking 
the stand in their own behalf. Judge 
Collet consumed two hours in read- 
ing his instructions to the jury. 
: The first five counts on which the 
Jury found Nick and Weston guilty 
charged them with conspiring to ob- 


tain $6,500 from local exhibs in 1937 | 


to forestall a wage increase for the 
Operators and with wrongful use of 
force in obtaining this money. 

The next five counts related to the 
Co-Operative Sound Service Supply 
Co., which the Government charged 
Was incorporated in the interests of 
the defendants, and which alone was 
‘allowed to make sound equipment 
repairs- in projection booths of St. 
Louis theatres. Nick and Weston 
were accused of conspiracy in the 
Sund service company and with 
Wrongful use of force, too, in con- 
nection with the company. 

The 11th count charged Nick and 
Weston obtained $2,000 from Harry 
= Arthur, Jr., general manager of 
zanchon & Marco's interests here, 
n 1937, to allow F&M to reopen the 
Orpheum theatre. 
©n which an acquittal was voted, 
Was a violation of the Sherman anti- 
trust act in connection with hinder- 
ing the importation of films, 


brings to a finale aj| 


The 12th count, | 


Street) theatre for the entire season. 
Sol Hurok’s Monte Carlo Ballet 
Russe moves in on Oct. 14 for three 
weeks, to be followed by another 
Hurok ballet Nov. 6 for minimum of 
three weeks with options for re- 
mainder of season. Center theatre, 
another occasional roadshower in 


| the past, is occupied with Sonja 
Henie-Arthur Wirtz ice show. 
Brandt deal envisages turning 


over the Central (1,000 seats), Globe 
(1,100), Rialto (600) and New Yorker 
(600) for simultaneous showing of 
Chaplin pic. Three of the houses 
would grind 24 hours a day at $1.10 
evenings and 55c other times. Fourth 
would be on reserved seat policy, 
| with prices not yet decided on. 
Contributing to the idea the Capi- 
tol may be the house into which 
Chaplin’s going is the fact it has 








supposed to go in Thursday (26) and 
| will open ‘Strike Up the Band’ on 
Saturday (28) instead. It was said 
| at Loew’s, however, this was merely 
to get pix in line with national re- 
lease dates. Astol which was 
teamed with Cap on ‘Wind,’ 
to still be doing strong enough biz 
with it to run until the end of the 
year. 


RKO’s ‘Passport’ Stalled 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

‘Passport to Life,’ designed as a 
starrer for Cary Grant at RKO, is 
getting another runaround and prob- 
ably will wind up in a rewrite for 
another star. 

Play was shifted back on the 
schedule to permit Grant to do ‘Mr. 
in production. 








land Mrs. Smith,’ now 


Now it gets a further setback to let 
lhim play ‘Before the Fact,’ under | 
jdirection of Alfred Hit neock. 


cancelled out ‘Wyoming,’ which was | 


is said | 


to $85 for animators. 


Early unionization of all 


try is seen with approval of 100% 
(Continued on page 18) 


20-FOX BUYS 











Twentieth-Fox has purchased 
James Thurber’s book, ‘My Life and 
Hard Times.’ Series of nine illus- 
| trated stories appeared originally in 
the New Yorker mag in 1932 and 
was published in book form the 
following year. Thurber got $10,000 
|cash for the screen rights and will 
receive another $10,000 for the treat- 
ment, which he is slated to turn in 
Dec. 16. He’s supposed to go to the 
Coast on Jan. 1, according to present 
|plans, for two weeks of work on 
the script. 

Deal was made for 20th by Nun- 
| nally Johnson, who will produce. 
Thurber is now working on the 
treatment at his home in 
Conn. Story deals with 
| members of the writer’s family. 
| Thurber is co-author with Elliot 
| Nugent of ‘The Male Animal,’ legit 
| hit on Broadway last season, which 
| was sold to Warner Bros. His only 
p-evious film experience was in 
_Hollywood recently working with 
Nugent on the screenplay. Writing 
' and illustrating a twice-a-week col- 
umn, which started in PM, New 
York daily, last week, Thurber is 
also doing a libretto for a ballet, 
working with Nicholas Nabokoss, 
Russian composer, on a terp version 
(Continued on page 12) 





white 
collar workers in the picture indus- 


Sharon, | 
various | 


mums are to range from $20 weekly | Attorney Walter Campbell told the 


|court another tax case, in New York, 
would go to trial late next month or 
early in November. Breslin  in- 
dicated to the court that Joseph M. 


| Schenck, who’s now east, would be) 


}an important defense witness in the 
| Bioff case. Agreement was reached 
|}among attorneys for continuance of 
| the $5,000 bail of the labor leader. 


Speculation 


{is doubted that he will, though he 
| may remain on the sidelines in an 
| unofficial advisory capacity pending 
disposition of the Federal indict- 
ment against him. Associates state 
this is contingent on the attitude 
of George E. Browne, IATSE pres- 


oa li« 


ident, who originally brought in 
Bioff as his personal representative 

Browne is understood to be 
around Chicago, and believed also 
that Bioff is there to confer with 


him following discharge from prison. 
Said here that Bioff may get in dur- 
ing the coming week, associates ris- 
ing to deny that he has already 
slipped in and was whisked to his 
valley ranch. 


Peggy Kent’s 3d Try 








Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


Peggy Ann Kent, daughter of 
Sidney 
announced today (Tuesday) she will 
marry radio announcer Don Wilson 
in November. It will be her third 
try at wedded life ‘and the final 
one,’ she said. 

‘from Ernie Westmore, makeup 
artist, after a marriage of less than 
'a year. Her first marriage was at 17 
to John Holland Hodges, a Britisher. 


| It lasted four years, j 


| 


Threat of a strike of cartoon de-|once unless he is to resume an ac- | 


Deferment of trial was ordered by | 


|remaining 48%, 
is rife meantime as, 


‘to when he returns to the Coast and 
' whether he would attempt to resume 
activity in studio labor affairs. It 





Detroit, Sept. 24. 

More of the studios are contem- 
plating out-State screenings here 
following the response to trade 
showings for the small town exhibi- 
tors loath to make long trips to the 
big city. For some time, in a State 
of this size, there has been a steady 
decline in the out-State attendance at 
screening of features in Detroit—ex- 
pense and time lost being more than 
the small town exhibitors wanted to 
spend. 

Recently Paramount went out to 
meet the boys and tried the first 
showing of features by a major stu- 
dio up in the exhibitors own coun- 
try. The response was overwhelm« 
ing with more than 100 of them 
showing up for the screening of 
three features at Hastings, Mich. A 
good time and good business was 
had with the small towners saying 
they would be glad to have more of 
the same as long as it didn’t take 
them away from their business too 
long—few have sizable staffs and 
have a dozen jobs around their thea- 
tres, 

Having found the answer to more 
direct contact with the exhibitors 
they rarely see, Paramount is plane 
ning more of the trade screenings in 
strategic points around Michigan, 
readily available to lagge numbers 
of the small-towners. The other 


studios have cauzht on and Detroit 


|months’ prison term in Chicago for! offices are sending out scouts to find 
pandering, but not indicating his im-' good sites for gathering together the 
mediate plans on stepping out of the exhibitors without long junkets. 





Minnesota Ditto 


Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 
Local exchanges are so enthusias- 


case against | tic over their current and impend- 
general manager, during a confer-/| Bioff until the February term of the img releases that they’re holding a 
ence with Herbert Sorrell, business/U. S. district court averts the neces- |Tecord number of trade screenings. 
representative of Moving Picture | sity of his being here no later than | They’re 

pra (30), as was stipulated under , Screenings in Minneapolis, but also 


not only having’ these 
| throughout the territory. 
Paramount, for example, took 


prints of ‘Rhythm On the River,’ ‘I 


| Want a Divorce’ and ‘Rangers of For- 


tune’ to six different communities 
for trade prevues. 
Allied Says Tain’t So 

Tabulation and analysis of the 
Northwest Allied survey question- 
naires, turned in by independent ex- 
hibitor members in the territory, re- 
veal that 52% of them have not 
signed any 1940-41 contracts, accord- 
ing to figures made public by Fred 
Strom, executive secretary. Of the 
only one has four 
deals, six have three deals ‘and the 
others one or two,’ according to 
Strom. This is in the face of claims 
by major distributors here that 
‘selling is proceeding normally’ and 
that ‘sales are as good or ahead of 
the corresponding period a year 
ago.’ 


Strom scoffs at reflections on the 


accuracy of his buying figures—re- 
flections being made ‘by some dis- 
tributors.” Any further facts and 
figures in connection with the sur- 
vey will have to come from the of- 
fices of national Allied States in 


Philadelphia, he 


announces, 


Saenger’s Republic 
New Orleans, Sept. 24. 
Playing the product of all come 
panies during 1940-41 excepting Uni- 
versal, the Saenger circuit has closed 
for the Republic pictures for the first 


| time. 


|selling to 


R. Kent, prez of 20th-Fox, | 


As a result of a fuss with Universal 


}and breaking of negotiations for that 


program for the coming season, U is 
independents, in some 
cases on a long-term basis. 

In prior years Saenger has broken 
with other companies, including Ware 
ner Bros. and Columbia. It also re- 
fused to play ‘Snow White’ and ‘Pin- 
nochio,’ released by RKO, due to the 


| terms asked. 
Miss Kent was recently divorced | 


On resisting Metro on ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ due to the rental terms 
and other stipulation laid down, pres- 
sure was brought against Saenger 
which resulted in booking of the pic- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Indie UA, S.F., Makes Bid for Gallup's | 
32,000,000 Who Dont Go to Pictures 





Lifton Set on Coast 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

| Louis Lifton, chief of advertising 
| and publicity for Monogram, moved 
| into his new headquarters at Inter- 
‘national studio in keeping with the 





vv 


San Francisco, Sept. 24. 
First serious effort here to cap- 
ture some of the 32,000,000 who don’t 
go for pictures, as revealed in the 
Gallup poll, was launched this week 


by Charles Schlaifer, of Herman 
Cohen’s indie United Artists. On 
behalf of ‘Foreign Correspondent,’ 
Schlaifer whipped up a 10-inch col- 
umn of type, headed ‘Aditorially 
Speaking,’ signed ‘U. A. Charley’ and 
addressed directly to those who 
aren't regular attendees. Message 
explained that the U. A. is geared to 
taste of the discriminating, being 
single-feature and all. 

Ads are spotted everywhere but 
on theatre page, Schlaifer figuring 
non-fans don’t read regular ads. 
Chronicle gave it top position on 
page 2. 

Footnote adds that ‘this is the 
first in a series of ads presented by 
The United Artists Theatre for the 
interest of discriminating people.’ 
Schlaifer has filed copyright applica- 
tion on his copy and will use idea 
as regular feature. 


‘DICTATOR’ GETTING 
UNUSUAL PUBLICITY. 


Despite the publicity clampdown 
until recently on Charles Chaplin's} 











‘The Great Dictator,’ breaks in the) 
last few weeks are comparable only 
to those on ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
In New York alone on a recent) 
weekend, the Herald-Trib carried a. 
six-column art layout, the News a| 
three-column layout, and the World-| 
Telegram a seven-column spread. 

Ten pages of pictures carried by| 
PM some weeks ago have been} 
picked up by 41 papers. Roto breaks | 
included New York Times, Chicago | 
News, Cleveland Plain Dealer end 
Kansas City Star. Mags which car-! 
ried pic layouts included Life, Look, 
McCall’s, Ladies Home Journal and 
Red Book. All were set by Lynn 
Farnol, United Artists pub-ad chief. 

Series of cartoon drawings has 
been made for the pub-ad depart- 
ment by Harry Hirschfield, Otto Sog- 
low and Sam Berman. 


Mickey Mouse 12th Anni 
Stunt Goes Over In Det. 


Detroit, Sept. 24. 

Mickey Mouse’s birthday party 
was celebrated profitably here by the 
Varsity, one of the United Detroit 
chain. Picking out the 12th anni- 
versary of the birth of Disney’s 
famed character on the screen—it 
was a Saturday when the kids were 
out of school—the house put on a 
special bill of the cartoons. Made a} 
party of it, with cake and giveaway 











| rate bow last December of Margaret | 


| Abel, Edgar Kennedy, Elizabeth Pat- 


general trek of the home office staff 
'from New York to Hollywood. 

| William L. Pieree, head of the de- 
/partment on the Coast for three 
| years, checked out to open his own 
| publicity office. 


106 Grabs Strong 
Bally in Texas On 


‘Westerner Bow 


Fort Worth, Sept. 24. 
For around $10,000, which included 
$1,500 for extra ad space in the Fort 
i 96 - »| Worth and Dallas newspapers, in 
This Time Rep. 8 Maggie connection with the dual world pre- 
miere of Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Atlanta, Sept. 24. ' Westerner’ (UA), Lynn Farnol not 
Town’s buzzing about another only stole everything in sight in 
world preem for pic based upon an- | both these metropolises but literally 
other Atlantan’s novel, “Who Killed | made it a state-wide celebration. 
Aunt Maggie’, by mereeen Field | prom these two focal points, a ju- 
Perkerson, former associate ed of |" ~~ ’ 
Atlanta Journal’s (local) magazine.|dicious press and radio buildup, 
World premiere has magic sound to | capped by a sequence of local broad- 
this burg, which is still enjoying col- leasts—with Jimmie Fidler and 


lective hangover from Metro's elabo- | George Fischer brought here for fur- 


Boosts Local Biz 


Premiere troupes from Holly- 
wood mean dollars from tour- 
ists, according to chambers of | 
commerce of various historical 
towns which have been drama- | 
tized in pictures. Business men 

| 





of Virginia City testify that the 
‘Virginia City’ preem, staged by 
Warners, has boosted the sum- | 
mer tourist trade beyond any- | 
thing in the last 30 years. 
From Dodge City, Kan., comes | 

word that the ballyhoo sur- 
rounding the Errol Flynn starrer | 
of that name in 1939 is still pay- | 
ing dividends. 
| 
| 
| 


Atlanta All Excited 
About Another Preem, 

















Mitchell’s ‘Gone With the Wind.’ ther guest-announcing—certainly put 


On taking over the Pelham, Mar- 
ble Hill and Castle Hill in the Bronx, 
N. Y., from the Cocalis circuit, RKO 
has set several managerial promo- 
tions, plus effecting various shifts. 

James Fitzgerald advances from 
assistant manager at the Coliseum to 
take charge of the Pelham; Fred 
Smith, assistant at the Albee, be- 
comes manager of the Orpheum, 
Brooklyn; Allan Warth steps up 
from treasurer to assistant manager 
at the Albee and Edward McDonough 
from student mgr. into the spot va- 
cated by Warth’s promotion. 

Edward Pyne, student mgr. at the 
85th St., goes in as assistant manager 
of the Castle Hill, and Carl Siegel, 
chief of service at the Fordham, will 
become assistant manager at the Pel- 
ham. Max Mink moves from the 
Regent to manage the Castle Hill; 
Max Sloven succeeds Mink at the 
Regent; Martin Rosen shifts from the 
Empire to manage the Roosevelt; 
Louis Friedman goes from the Mid- 
town, where manager, to handle the 
Empire; Harold Daly moves from 
the Orpheum to the Marble Hill as 
manager and Herman Slepian, now 
assistant manager at the Pelham, 
goes into the same post at the Coli- 
seum., 


A. H. Blanks’ 35th Anni. 


Des Moines, Sept. 24. 

A. H. Blank, president of the Tri- 
States and Central States, celebrated 
his 35th wedding anniversary Fri- 
day (21). 

M. Van Praage, midwestern district 
manager for National Screen, sched- 
uled to arrive in Des Moines Monday 
(23) to supervise consolidating Na- 
|tional Screen and Advertising Ac- 








RKO Takeover of Two Cocalis Houses 
Produces Many shifts, Promotions 


transfers from assistant ma 
the Monroe to take charge of 4! 
two-days-a-week Lake theatre. 2 
Edmund Howard, assistant man 
ager to Loew's Rochester since its 
opening in 1927, leaves Oct. 1 to be. 
come assistant manager of Loew's 
State, Boston. Successor not yet 
named. Alvin Leonard joins staff a 
student assistant manager. , 





Gibson Aides Walsh 
Buffalo, Sept. 24 

William Gibson resigns after three 
years at the 20th Century-Fox to be. 
come assistant to Dick Walsh, pub- 
licity head for Strand and Cataract 
Niagara Falls, and the Lafayette 
Buffalo. ’ 

Legion, Wayland, reopened follow. 
ing extensive alterations. U. J. Hof. 
man operating. 

The Phelps, Phelps, N. Y., reopened 
by David Keen, formerly of Horne}. 
Other September reopenings include 
the Falls, Honeoye Falls, with F. 
Barnard in charge, and the Artistic, 
Buffalo, David Zachem operating. 





Israel Heads Par Pep Club 

Arthur Israel, Jr., was unani- 
mously elected president of the 
Paramount Pep Club at the meeting 
recently. Eric H. Ericsson named 
v.p., T. A. Campo, treasurer, and 
Helen R. Kraus, secretary. 

Board of governors, selected for 
j|two years, were Natalie Bindler, 
, Marguerite Henrikson, C. W. Alex- 
jander, Leonard Goldenson, Fred 
\oescuninenniasa and J. R. Wood. 


Wolfshol Back 
Kerrville ,Texas, Sept. 24. 
Joe Wolfshol of San Antonio has 











Mrs. Perkerson is in Hollywood |‘The Westerner’ on the map for all | cessories, Inc., under the National| returned here as manager of the 


oe bs rot ~ soe ee acag —— | points of the compass. 

ic, producer o aggie,’ set cast, 

which is headed by Wendy Barrie | \.\""7,, cooper, Water Brennan. 
and John Hubbard, with Walter arnold, Lilian Bond, Mr. and Mrs. 


|Samuel Goldwyn, the film’s director 
| William Wyler and his wife, Mar- 
|garet Tallichet, and altogether 100 
|people from here, the east and west 
'—including syndicate, daily and 
|trade press reps--gave this neck of 


terson, Joyce Compton and Willie 
Best in support. The author expects 
to remain on Coast until Oct. 1 to 
help select costumes and sets. 

Plans for preem call for Gene 
Autry and his leading femme, June 


Storey, to be present for festivities. laspect. Three plane-loads from 


Local Junior League has requested, 
: ale | Hollywood and two from New York 
and received, permission to sponsor leonverged frst on Fort Worth 


Maggie's’ debut for a league charity | Where the preem was held Thurs- 


and Better Films Committee is al- : : 
ready at work on arrangements for jay — (19) and in Dallas the next 


civic luncheon in honor of all stars é 

and celebrities who attend. There Publisher - Amon Carter, local 
; : |head-man, aided the steam-up with 

will bes Cowntown perade end ai | traditional Fort Worth-Dallas ‘fed- 

the trimmings that accompanied the | ing” stating, ‘If Goldwyn ever pro- 


‘GWTW’ premiere. ; te ‘ 
Arrangements for event, |duces ‘The Easterner,’ it’s all right 


now '.. . ° 
skedded for December, are being | with — it ne omen the ere on 
tentatively made by Arthur C. in Dallas; but The Westerner be- 
Bromberg, eastern chief of Rep. longs here, where the west begins. 


| Bob O'Donnell, the Interstate cir- 
i cuit’s v.p. and g.m. (Karl Hoblit- 
Mpls. Trib, Theatres 
In Grid Pix Tieup 


zelle, prez, is still in California) 
gave it a civic keynote, especially 

Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 
Nifty exploitation tieup has the 


in the Dallas gh.q. of the Inter- 
state Circuit, where he showed how 
Tribune, local newspaper, filming 
every high school homecoming foot- 





well integrated was show business in 
the ordinary life of the community. 
O’Donnell hosted everybody at the 
| Variety club; he showed what the 
club did by building hospital wings 
and dormitories, taking the visiting 








balloons. 

The youngsters also were invited | 
to sign an autograph book to be 
sent to ‘Mickey Mouse.’ The result | 
was that there was an hour and a 
half wait for the 1 p.m. show and; 


longer waits for the rest of the long plentifully in its sports and other | 
ana sections, with no cost to thea- 


day. 





Unterfort (Syr.) Wins | ers on screen plugging stunt. 


Schine Mers.’ Contest | 
Syracuse, Sept. 24. 
Harry Unterfort, RKO-Schine city 
manager, has won first prize of $500 | 
in the 13-week managers’ contest | 
sponsored by the Schine organiza- 
tion. He is splitting the prize with 
the other three managers of RKO-| 
Schine houses in the city. 
Unterfort won the prize as man- | 
ager of Keith's, from which he was | 
recently elevated to the post of city | 
manager, after Gus Lampe was 
made a regional director. Thirty 
prizes for the 150 houses involved in 
the contest were awarded. 





Steaming Up ‘Tugboat’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


Warners is tossing $100,000 more, 
fuel into the boiler of ‘Tugboat 
Annie Sails Again,’ the idea being |! 
that the tug is a faster boat than 
anybody realized before she was 
launched. 

Most of the added power is being | 
shoveled to newspapers and fan 
mags, with two bucketsful allocated | 
to the Saturday Evening Post. 








ball game. Films are to be shown | celebs around to the sundry institu- 
first at the Minnesota Amus. Co. | tions, financed by local showmen. 
(Paramount) State theatre, the fol- | John Rosenfield, Jr., ace amusement 
lowing week at its Gopher and sub- | editor of Dallas (on the News), 


hosted the bunch at the Dallas Ath- 
jletic Club, and further keynoted 
how closely allied was show business 
in local civie pursuits. 

Upped preem_ scales at Fort 
Worth and Dallas, to $1.20 top. were 
sellouts, necessitating a last-minute 
|third theatre being added to the 
| Worth and Hollywood, previously ad- 
| vertised. O’Donnell's Interstate ex- 
ploitation, advertising and theatre 


sequently at other circuit houses. 
Tribune is advertising the feature 


tres. Latter, in reciprocation and to 
| create customer demand, runs trail- 





‘BOOK BALL’ 


First Prize Contact for Best 
Made From a Book 

Award for the best film made 
from a book will be presented by 
the Associated Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers at the first annual ‘Book 
Ball,’* given by employees of book- 
selling and publishing firms, at the 
Manhattan Center, Nov. 8. Joe | 





Film 
and Gabe York, of UA, and including 
|Frank Westherford, Frank O. Startz, 
Bob O’Donohue and Bob Cherry, in- 





therford, Startz and O’Donnell for 
| their bangup, whoop-de-do exploita- 
tion job. 

| A ‘Miss Texas’ beauty contest, in 


,Gould, of United Artists, is chair-| connection with the film, was the 


man of AMPA’s committee partici-| hypo that made the entire state 
pating in the shindig. | conscious of the Goldwyn-UA film, 

Workers in the book industry will | With the finals picked at the Worth 
take part in a_ star-impersonation | premiere. 





contest at the ball. They’ll wear | 
orignal costumes used in recent | 
one ‘Geo. Dembow’s Feed 


Book reviewers enlisted by AMPA | Luncheon will b 

e tossed for 
to judge the best film made from a | George Dembow, v.p. and salesman- 
book are J. Donald Adams, Ralph ager of National Screen Service, at 
Thompson and Charles Poore, of the | the Hotel Astor, N. Y., today (Wed- 
hans Lee —. hoe a. Sun; nesday) by execs and members of 

) ippett, : arles Wagner, | his staff. Occasi i i 
iaiees: Winienes tee, casion is completion of 
Review of Literature; Albert Hub- | ventions. 
bell, Newsweek; Orville Prescott, | Among those tenderin indi 
— ; ’ g the shindi 
Cue; Samuel Sillen, New Masses,|are NSS toppers Herman Robbins 
and Gilbert Seldes, Columbia Toby Gruen, Charles L. Casanave 
Broadcasting System. and William B, Brenner, 


staff, allied with Farnol, Joe Shea | 


spired a ‘thank you’ ad in the Fort! 
| Worth dailies from Goldwyn to Wes- | 


Saturday | three weeks of regional sales con-| 


Screen roof. AAI has been located 
several blocks up the street at the 
Paramount exchange. 

Reported that H. E. Schwocko, of 
Spencer, taking over the Gem at Rib 
Lake, Wis., from August Gumm. 


American, Cherokee, Ia., nearly com- 
pleted. 





abandoned the shoulder-shelf he’s 
been wearing for six weeks while re- 


|automobile accident. He’s covering 
the territory with a chauffeur, now. 

Managership shuffles have marked 
Tri-States Theatres swing into their 
fall business drive. G. Ralph Bran- 
ton, general manager of the circuit, 
which operates in Illinois, lowa and 
Nebraska, announced the following 
changes at his offices here: 

W. R: McCulloch, formerly as- 
sistant manager of the Paramount 
theatre in Waterloo, Ia., goes to the 
Granada, Sioux City; Ia. 

Ira Crane of the Granada shifted 
to the Omaha, in Omaha, as assistant 
to manager A. Don Ailen. 

Jack Kolbo, formerly assistant to 
Allen in Omaha, transferred to the 
| Esquire, Davenport, as manager, ef- 
| fective Sept. 13. 
| Don Shane, formerly assistant at 
| the Orpheum, Omaha, moved to 
| Sioux City, to manage the Capitol. 

' J. W. Pickett, manager of the 
| Strand, Hastings, Neb., stepped over 
| to the Rivoli to fill the managership 
| vacated by Orville Rennie when he 
|quit the Rivoli to become commer- 





|cial manager of the Hastings radio | 


| Station. 

Louis Nutzman, assistant manager 
at the Rivoli, given Pickett’s former 
|job at the Strand. 

Par’s New S. F. Exchange 
San Francisco, Sept. 24. 
| Paramount's swanky new exchange 
| Offices, complete with ultra-modern 
| 50-seat screening theatre, won’t be 
ready until Oct. 1, due to delay in ar- 
| rival of furnishings from east. Lower 


floor will be shared by Unit 
| Artists. : sail 
|. Earl Williams, veteran operator 


| here, will build and acquire string of 
nabes in Frisco area. 

Joe Blumenfeld’s circuit has picked 
up Casino, duwntown last-runner 
| which went dark couple of months 
|ago. Will give place same treatment 


accorded recently acquired Davies in | 


same area, 
Franklin Woods is new manager 
of Aaron Goldberg's Peerless. Lat- 


|ter’s Egyptian also has new over-| 


| seer in person of A. Chase. 

|, Leo Adler, traveling auditor. giv- 
| ing local UA exchange annual going- 
| over. Ollie Watson, same exchange’s 
veteran salesman, resigned to £0 into 
biz for himself. 





Schines’ 13th in Roch. 
_ Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 24. 
_Schines took over Webster, nabe 
600-seater, raising total to 13 in the 
Rochester area. Max Fogel, veteran 
| theatre man and long-time foe of 
| Schine chain, joins up as manager 
| of the Monroe theatre and booker for 
Rochester Schine houses. Herbert 





ger of the Webster and admission 
Stays at 20c top against two bits plus 
tax in competing Schine theatres. 
Arnold Feldman returns as assist- 
ant manager of the Monroe under 
Fogel and Clayton Cornell switches 





|'End. Ted Whitcomb, manager, West 
'End, resigns, and Harry Rockowitz 


Remodeling of Dale R. Goldie’s | 


Bill Scholl, RKO exploiteer, has | 


Armstrong continues as house mana- 


from manager of the Monroe to West 


| Rialto and Arcadia. He was man- 

|ager of Rialto at the time it was 
opened here by the Hall Industries 
of Beeville and later was manager 

'of the Arcadia after it was taken 

| over by the circuit. 

| 





| Mich. Allied’s Setup 
Detroit, Sept. 24. 
Incorporated as a $50,000 Michigan 
| corporation, Allied Film Exchange 
has opened offices here. Setup in- 


ithe U. S. A. a very Hollywoodian | covering from injuries suffered in an| cludes Bert Williams as president; 


| Katherine Williams, v.p.: H. Vinton 
| Gilbert, of Distributors, Inc., as sec- 
| retary-treasurer, and Sam Carver, 
|; former manager of the Downtown 
| theatre here, as Detroit salesman. 
Among the independent product the 
new company has started to circulate 
in the territory are ‘The Wandering 
| Jew,’ ‘The Crouching Beast,’ ‘Four 
| Masked Men,’ ‘Night Club Queen,’ 
| ‘Murder in the Red Barn’ and ‘Souls 
| For Sale.’ 





Tri-States’ Shakeup 
Omaha, Sept. 24. 

Quite a shakeup in Tri-States’ per- 
sonnel. Don Shane, two years as- 
| sistant of Orpheum, goes back to 
| Sioux City to become manager of 
| the Capitol, replacing Jim Schlatter, 
| who started at Orpheum here 10 
|}years ago. Jack Kolbo goes to 
| Davenport, Ia, to manage the 
| Esquire, replaced at the Omaha by 
| Ira Archer, manager of the Granada, 
| Sioux City. Bill Trites, treasurer at 
| the Orpheum, replaces Shane as as- 
| Sistant at the Orpheum. 





|MPTO of W. Pa. Convenes Oct. 21-22 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. 

|. Annual convention of MPTO cf 
| Western Pa. will be held here Oct. 
21-22. Closing banquet will be a 
| testimonial to M. A. Rosenberg, local 
|theatre owner and president of or- 
| ganization. Promises have already 
been received from Abram F. Myer:. 
Col. Harry A. Cole and Sidney Sam- 
uelson that they will attend. 

Sol Goldberg, former Elkins, W. 
| Va.. exhib and father of Marshall 
Goldberg, one-time Pitt All-Ameri- 
can back and now playing pro foot- 
ball with the Chicago Cardinals, has 
joined a local auto agency as a sales- 
man. 

Harry (Doc) Day, formerly of the 
Triangle, has joined M. A. Rosen- 
berg’s Rialto as assistant manager 
(Continued on page 22) 


Bicycle Trade’ 


Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 

| Gateway, lower loop double fea- 
_ture dime subsequent-run house, is 
| catering to the ‘bicycle trade’ and 
/has space in front equipped with 
‘rack for patrons to park -their bi- 
| cycles, 

| Many of customers come on bi- 
| cycles instead of in cars. 








“Young’s’ Harem 
San Francisco, Sept. 24. 

Sniped across 24 sheets under 
main title for ‘Brigham Young’ here 
is a strip reading ‘And a Dozen of 
His Wives.’ Newspaper copy bills 
|flick as ‘Brigham Young—Frontiers- 
man.” 


| ‘Young’ opens Thursday 
Fox. 
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Wednesday, September 25, 1940 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES . 





~ Chi Dull; ‘Hawk’-Vaude, $35,000, 


Good But Under Hopes, Barrymore 
Neat $9,500, Pastor’ Big $16,000 


v 








_ Chicago, Sept. 24. 

General boxoffice pace has slack- 
ened considerably without apparent 
reason, with even the so-called cinch 
money items failing to engender 
much excitement on their openings. 
There may be an outside change for 
an alibi in the new heat wave which 
has descended on the town. 

Originally slated for a full fort- 
night in the big Chicago, it now ap- 
pears that ‘Sea Hawk’ will do well to 
make it a full single week. After 
front-page publicity for ‘Pastor Hall’ 
when it was originally banned by the 
censor board, the flicker is clicking 
at the Apollo. 

Elsewhere the same dull boxoffice 
pace is apparent. Blue Barron band 
is not doing much for the State- 
Lake, but Tommy Tucker's orch in- 
dicates a healthier session and profits 
for the rival Oriental. 

John Barrymore’s ‘Great Profile’ 
got away Saturday (21) in the Roose- 
velt and may get some business on 
sensational _run that Barrymore 
turned in last season here with the 
legit ‘My Dear Children.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
— Pastor Hall’ (UA). Powerful pub- 
licitvy On censor ban, which was then 
revoked by the police department. 
Scarcity of femme interest is the 
boxoffice drawback. May go to 
$16,000, however, strongest here in 
many weeks. Last week, ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G), was just another week 


50)—‘Rhythm River’ (Par) and 

‘Those Days’ (Par). Bright $18,000. 

on vee. ha Be is 3 (WB) and 
est Peppers’ ol) (3 

$14,000 pp (3d wk), okay 
Strand (WB) (2,870: 25-35-40)— 

‘Anything but Love’ (U) and ‘Boys 

City’ (Mono). So-so $4,500. Last 


week, ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘Haunted House’ (Mono), ditto. 


KAYE UPS ‘DEB’ 
TO $20,000 
IN BUFF. 





Buffalo, Sept. 24. 
(Best Exploitation: Buffale) 

Advent of autumn finds powerful 
Stage and screen shows putting 
plenty of zitig into the clicking turn- 
stiles along the main stem. Four 
out of five downtown houses are on 
the big bulge with the outlook rosy 
for lofty tallies. 

Sammy Kaye's ‘So You Want to 
Lead a Band’ giving the Buffalo a 
fine opportunity for exploitation. 
Appearances by local figures, includ- 





with $4,300. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— | 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and stage show. 
Got away slow in general loop let- 
down. At present looks for $35,000, 
good, but not anywhere near expec- 
tations. Last week, ‘Want Divorce’ 
(Par) and Guy Lombardo orch, dis- 
appointing $30,000. 


'much attention. 


ing leaders of police, firemen and 
other civic organization bands, with 
resultant group tieups, attracting 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
‘Public Deb’ (20th) and Sammy 
Kaye orch. Should trap smash $20,- 
000, or better. Last week, ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ (UA), $13,000, good. 





Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Rangers Fortune’ (Par). Moved 
here from the Roosevelt and not 


much in the offing at $3,000. Last | 
week, ‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col), fin- | 
ished second loop session to mild | 
$3,100. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— | 
‘Sea Raider’ (Par) and Tommy Tuck- | 
er orch unit. Combination going for 
$16,000, alright. Last week was| 
powerful at $20,300 for George Jessel | 
Hollywood unit and ‘Cross Country’ 


(RKO). 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Mummy’s 
Hand’ (U) (2d wk). Will take $10,- 
000, fine, after snagging excellent 
$17,400 last week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,700; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Profile’ (20th). Opened Satur- 
day (21) and looks for okay $9,500 
in initial session on John Barrymore 
publicity. Last week, ‘Rangers For- 
tune’ (Par), fair $10,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 28-44)— 
‘Blondie Servant’ 
Barron band unit on stage. Nothing 
happening here this week, sagging to 
mild $15,000. Last week, ‘Golden 
Gloves’ (Rep) and Three Stooges, 
under expectations at fair $14,400. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
55-65-85 )—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Fourth week in this house and 
looks for $10.000, fine. Came up with 
excellent $14,500 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 75-$1.10- 
$1.75)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (35th wk). Just 
keeps going on and on with no indi- 
cation of letup. Will snatch $7,500, 


great, currently. Same figure last 
week, 


‘LOVE AGAIN’-‘KILDARE’ 
BIG $20,000 IN B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Sept. 24. 

All houses in the downtown area 
are well up in the black this stanza, 
with Loew’s Metropolitan on top of 
the ladder due to ‘I Love You Again’ 
and ‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home.’ 
nerup is Fabian Paramount with 
Rhythm on the River’ and ‘Those 
Were the Days.’ 

Fabian Fox, with ‘He Stayed for 
Breakfast’ and ‘Three Faces West,’ 
and RKO Albee, with ‘Lucky Part- 
ners’ and ‘Men Against the Sky,’ are 
neck and neck. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50)— 
aucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Men 
smart Sky’ (RKO). Jumping to 
nice $16,000. Last week, ‘Young 
a (20th) and ‘Public Deb’ 
(20th), weak $12,500. 

ay (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50)— 
Tee for Breakfast’ (Col) and 
_ Faces West’ (Rep). Nice $16,- 
(WR) Last weck, ‘Flowing Gold’ 


and ‘Mon , 
strong $16,000. ey Woman’ (WB), 








(Col) and Blue} 


Run- | 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Sailing along 
for smacking $17,000. Last week, 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (3d wk) (44- 
65), still showed plenty of life at 
nearly $9,500, hefty. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-45)—‘Kil- 
dare Home’ (M-G) and ‘Comin’ 
Round Mountain’ (Par). Only $6,500, 
mild. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par) (2d run) and ‘Mystery Sea 
Raider’ (Par), $7,000, okay. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
| —'Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘West 
| Peppers’ (Col). This parlay will pay 
off punchy $9,500. Last week, ‘Ar- 
|gentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Pirates Sky’ 
|(U), neat $8,300. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000; 
, 30-40 )— ‘Ladies Live’ (WB) and Will 
Osborne orch. Geared for over $10,- 
000, healthy. Last week, ‘Dance 
/Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Men Against Sky’ 
| (RKO) (nine days), not too fancy 
| $8,500, 


‘HOWARDS’, $12,500, 
GOOD IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, Sept. 24. 
Generally static biz hereabouts, 
with the younger element giving a 
nice play to the Met's stage policy. 
Current week's grosses look like a 
|repetish of last week’s so-so takes. 
‘Howards of Virginia,’ at Loew’s 
| State, is leading the pix house list. 








| Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
\‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Tom 


|Brown’ (RKO). Paced at fair $5.,- 
1500. Last week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) 
and ‘Saps Sea’ (UA), good $6,500. 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
|50)—‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) 
and ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) (2d 
lrun). Holding own for fairish $3,- 
1500. Last week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) 


land ‘Lady Question’ (Col) (2d run), | 


ditto. 
Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Chan 
Wax Museum’ (20th) and ‘Colorado’ 


(Rep). Heavy weakend play hold- 
ing promise of good $3,200. Last 
week, ‘Stage Chino’ (RKO) and 


‘Gambling Ship’ (WB), okay $3,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50 )— 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th) ‘Public Deb’ 
(20th). Listless response to this one 
keeping it down around so-so $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Talked Much’ (WB) and 
|‘River End’ (WB), weak $5,500. 
Metropolitan (Associated) (3,000; 
28-39-55-75)—'Doomed Die’ (Mono) 
'and George White’s ‘Scandals,’ Fri- 
day (20), Saturday and Sunday. Got 
good $8,500. Last week, ‘Boys City 
(Mono) and Glen Miller's orch, nifty 
| $15.000. 
| State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Cross 
Country Romance’ (RKO). Holding 
own for good $12,500. Last week, 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) and 





et (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— | ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), same. 


Love Again’ 
Home’ (M-G). 


that week, ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 


and ‘Tur , 
wk), good aa (UA) (2d 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 


(M-G) and ‘Kildare 


Magnificent $20,000. | 


| Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50 )— 
‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and 
‘Blondie Servant’ (Col). Paced at 
| fairish $5,500. Last week, ‘Want Di- 
vorce’ (Par) and ‘Girl God’s Coun- 
i try’ (Rep), ditto. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 26 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (41st wk.). 
Capitol—‘Strike Up the Band’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 18) 
Criterion—‘Comin’ Round the 
Mountain’ (Par) (25). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 14) 


Bway Okay; ‘Ramparts’ at $85,000; 
Brigham’ $40,000, ‘Rangers -Savitt 
«BG, ‘P.&P’-Berle 126, Half 116 





Globe—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) (2d 
wk.). 

{Reviewed in Variery, July 31) 

Music Hall—‘Howards of Vir- 
ginia’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in Vanity, Sept. 4) 

Paramount—‘Rangers of For- 
tune’ (Par) (2nd wk.). 

Rialto—‘Chan at the Wax Mu- 
seum’ (20th) (27). 

Rivoli— ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ (UA) (5th wk). 

Roxy—'‘Brigham Young—Fron- 
tiersman’ (20th) (2d wk). 

Strand — ‘City for Conquest’ 
(WB) (27). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 11) 

Week of Oct. 3 

Astor—‘Gone With tne Wind’ 
(M-G) (42d wk). 

Capitol—‘Strike Up the Band’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 


Downtown first-run shows in New 
York which have the ability to go a 
distance are holding down the num- 
ber of new recruits but two highly- 
exploited films of widely divergent 
character stepped into the arena this 
week to fight for what they could 
get. They are ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ 
on which dating by the Music Hall 


‘Brigham Young’ at the Roxy. 





good notices and radio plugs has a 
| Shade the best of it at an indicated 
, $85,000 or near. ‘Brigham’ will get 
| around $40,000, which is under hopes 
|but may add to a holdover week 
Starting Friday (27) that will reap a 
bos yaaa profit. ‘Ramparts’ won't 
| hold. 


A picture that has not had the 
}advance ballyhoo and ad backing of 
|‘Brigham’ and ‘Ramparts’ is doing 
|comparatively better at the well- 


was deferred for some while, and 


‘Ramparts,’ favored by numerous | 





Criterion — ‘Golden Fleecing’ established pit-band house, the Par, 


(M-G) (2). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 21) 
Music Hall—‘Howards of Vir- 
gina’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Paramount—‘I Want a Divorce’ 
(Par) (2). 
(Reviewed in Varrety, Sept. 4) 
Rivoli — ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent’ (UA) (6th wk). 
Roxy—'Spring Parade’ (U) (4). 
Strand — ‘City for Conquest’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 


Westerner’ 0K 
$1450 in Pitt; 

















breaking weeks. Biz dropping into 


regulation grooves and no particular 


* | 
‘Comedy 126 ‘Comedy’ and Clinton are shooting 
9 j 


bolstered by a stage bill. This is 
‘Rangers of Fortune.’ The stage has | 
Jan Savitt, Andrews Sisters and 
Jerry Lester. With previews thrown 
in both Monday and Tuesday nights 
(23-24), the initial seven days’ gross 
is $43,000. Holdover week begins | 
today (Wed.). 

‘Pastor Hall,’ James Roosevelt’s 
picture, is putting new life into 
Harry Brandt’s Globe grind, the first | 
week appearing $11,000 or over. It 
will rernain a second round, 

The holdovers include ‘Boom 
Town’ at the Capitol and ‘No Time 
for Comedy’ with Larry Clinton at 
the Strand. These are on final (3d) 
weeks and still sturdy. ‘Boom Town’ 
has lost some of the stout pace it 
showed on the first 14 days but 
nonetheless is almost good enough 
this session at $28,000 or better to 
have chanced a fourth week. Instead 
it remains two additional days 
through Friday (27). 


for $29.000 with probably no trouble 
in hitting that nice mark. House 
opens ‘City for Conquest,’ with the 
Bobby Byrne orchestra on the stage, 


: | this Friday (27). Cap Saturday (29) 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. | switches to ‘Strike Up the Band.’ In 
Town settling back to something} both cases the theatres are anxious 


for the New York market. 
| ‘Foreign Correspondent’ goes into 


Will Bradley’s orchestra and Ken 
Murray on the stage, $26,000, a bit 
light, but oke. 

Radio City Musie Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) 
and stage show. While doing well 
at a chance toend with $85,000, show 
will not be held. Last week, second 
for ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) sheared 
off sharply to $66,000, disappointing. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Mummy’s 
Hand’ (U). Artie Mayer’s self- 
styled House of Horrors will get 
good $8,000 with this one. ‘Men 
Against Skies’ (RKO) went eight 
days, turning up $6,500. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25 - 40 - 55 - 75 - 99)— 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) (5th 
week). Remaining on after exhibit- 
ing good b.o. gait. the fourth week 
ending last night (Tues.) being 
$20,000. Behind that, the third heat 
was $29,000. 

Roxy (5,835; 25-40-55-75 )—‘Brigham « 
Young’ (20th) and stage show. Big- 
budgeter from the 20th-Fox plant 
isn’t cracking through as big as ex- 
pected but all right at around $40,- 
000 and holds over. Last week’s nice 
surprise was ‘Hired Wife’ (U) which 
steamed forward to a pleasant $42,- 
000 though due to prior booking 
plans could not be retained further. 
State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Pride and 
Prejudice’ (M-G) (2d run) and Mil- 
ton Berle on top of the vaude pack- 
age. Film played to customers away 
up in six figures on first run at 
the Hall, thus has spent much of its 
local force for downtown; also cur- 
rent in several Loew neighborhoods 
which combines to smother chances 
here but still o.k. at $22,000 or bet- 
ter. Last week a reported $17,000 
was done by ‘Pago Pago’ (UA) (2d 
run) and Al Donahue band, plus 
others, mildish. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘No Time for Comedy’ (WB) and 
Larry Clinton (3d-final week). Nice 
b.o. stability being shown here, with 
a good $29,000 indicated for the sign- 
off. Last week (2d) $36,000. ‘City 
for Conquest’ (WB), about which the 
boys are talking, and the Bobby 
Byrne orchestra open Friday (27). 





of a norm again after pair of record-|to get these top-bracketers rolling BRIGHAM GOOD 


standouts except possibly ‘Boom 
Town’ at Warner, where it has 
moved for third downtown session 
after piling up spectacular fort- 
night’s gross at Penn. 

‘No Time for Comedy,’ at Stanley, 
and ‘Westerner,’ at Penn, both run- 
ning neck-and-neck and doing all 
right without touching off any fire- 
works, while ‘Brigham Young,’ at 
Fulton, is just satisfactory. It'll get 
a second week, though. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Breakfast’ (Col) (2d wk). Little bet- 
ter than average h.o. biz here and 
should grab pretty close to $5,000 in 
| eight days, house reverting to regu- 
|lar Wednesday opening tomorrow 
| (25) with ‘Howards of Virginia’ 
(Col). Last week fine $10,000, draw- 
ing a lot of Stanley’s overflow. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
*—‘Brigham Young’ (20th). Playing 
to advanced prices in number of lo- 
cations, but not here. Not up to ex- 
pectations at b.o., reviewers being 
generally lukewarm. Will do around 
$6,300, however, h.o. figure at this 
spot. Last week, ‘Chan Wax’ (20th) 
and ‘Girl Ave. A’ (20th), around 
$2,600. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) 
50)—‘Westerner’ (UA). Well-liked 
hoss opry and Gary Cooper will 
bring ’em in. Should have no trouble 
doing around $14,500, and no com- 
|plaints at that figure. Last week, 
| second of ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), great 
| $19,000. 





| Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)— ‘Men 
| Against Sky’ (RKO) and ‘Money and 
|Woman’ (WB). Unlikely to better 
| glum $1,200. Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ 
| (WB), third week downtown after 
itwo at Stanley, carried over de- 


| luxer’s advanced prices and all right 
| at $2,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 25-35-50)— 
‘Time for Comedy’ (WB). Notices 
|for this one ranged from good to 
| lukewarm, but film has a potent pull 
in James Stewart-Rosalind Russell. 
Will get eight days to put house back 
on regular Friday opening this week 
with ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA), 
and should run around $12,000. Last 
| week, Mickey Rooney in person with 
| ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), set new all- 
| time house record at close to $37,000, 

beating previous mark of Kay Kyser 
| br almost $1,500. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-59)— 
‘Boom Town’ (MG). Brought here 
after spectacular fortnight at Penn 
and four-starrer still has plenty of, 
boom left. Should get at least $9,000, 
maybe better, and likely to stick 
again to run up new run record for 
town. Last week. ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ 
(M-G) and ‘Over Moon’ (UA), not 
!bad at $5,000 for dual. i 








(3,300: 25-35-, Far from it. 


lits fifth week today (Wed.) after 
‘closing out the fourth last night 
| (Tues.) at an okay $20,000. The prior 
week was $29,000. House has bought 
|a doubleton from Paramount, ‘Christ- 
;mas in July’ and ‘Victory,’ but 
|neither is on the slate until later in 
| the fall. 

State picks up some prestige this 
! week, all signs pointing to $22.000 or 
|better with ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ 
|plus an in-person vaude bill headed 
iby Milton Berle. But for the fact 
|‘Pride’ ate up plenty of the town’s 
‘coin on a 28-day run at the Music 
;Hall it would be doing more here. 
| It is also currently day-and-dating 
iin some other Loew houses which 
|draw away from the State. 
| Campaigns on ‘Brigham’ and 
| ‘Ramparts,’ begun far in advance na- 
| tionally and locally, were both of an 
|!extensive character. Advertising on 
l|current runs also excellent, with 
some of the copy in the ‘Brigham’ 
|display ads a bit zippy. MHall also 
got a little away from routine in its 
advertising. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75 - 85 - $1.10 - $1.65 - 
$2.20)\—‘Wind’ (M-G) (4lst week). 
Took a slight dip last week (40th), 
but stil] no-sauawk profit at $9,900. 


$15,000 IN HUB 


Boston, Sept. 24. 

‘Boom Town,’ in its second week 
at the Orpheum and State, is still 
the best bet here, with the holdover 
of ‘Hired Wife ’and the single week 
of ‘Brigham Young’ sparring for sec- 
ond place. 

American Legion national conven- 
tion in town this week, with man- 
agers hoping for the breaks, but not 
expecting too much. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 33-44-55)— 
‘Dance Girl’ (RKO) with Jack Tea- 
garden orch on stage. Heading for 
good $15,000. Last week, ‘Laughing 
at Danger’ (Mono) and ‘Stage to 
China’ (RKO), dual, with vaude, 
four days; and ‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) 
(2d run) and ‘Vengeance of Deep’ 
(Fine Arts), double, three days, took 
so-so $6,800. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Chan 
Wax’ (20th). Continued from two 








The prior (39th) stanza 
$10,500. 
Capitol 
$1.25)—Boom Town’ 
final week). 
but still good and might have gone 
another week, a fourth, on strength 


(4,520; 35-40-55-75-$1.10- 
(M-G) (3d- 


of that. Stays two days on a fourth 
lap, however Last week around 
$40.000 level, excellent. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55-65 )— | 


Winds | 
tonight | 


‘Kildare Goes Home’ (M-G). 
un a satisfactory week 


(Wed.) with close to $8,000. Last | 
week ‘We Who Are Young’ (M-G). | 
under $5,000, poor. ‘Comin’ Round | 
the Mountain’ (Par) opens tomorrow | 
(Thurs.). 

Globe (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘Pastor | 
Hall’ (UA). Cutting a deep furrow 


for $11,000 or over, more than double 
the recent house average, and will 
hold. ‘Hell's Cargo’ (FA) went only 
542 days, $4.300. mediocre. 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55) — ‘Sea 
Hawk’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Public 
Deb No. 1’ (20th) (1st run), dualed. 
Top feature mostly accountable for 
$8,200, only fair. on nine-day run. | 
In ahead ‘Boys from Syracuse’ (U) | 
and ‘Young Peonle’ (20th), second- | 
run, $5.200, five days. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-88-99) | 
—‘Rangers of Fortune’ (Par) and on 
nit platform Jan Savitt, Andrews | 
Sisters and Jerry Lester (2d-final | 
week). Tees off on holdover this | 
a.m. (Wed.) after pushing through 
to 843,000 the first seven days, nice 
business. The third (final) week 
for ‘Rhythm on River’ (Par), with 





Lightening to $28,000, | 


stanzas at Met. Should hit $6,000, 
| good. Last week. ‘Captain Caution’ 
| (UA) and ‘Earl Puddlestone’ (Rep), 
| $4,000, n.g 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- 


| 39-44-55) —‘Hired Wife’ (U) and 
‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Will take around $11,500, medium. 
First week of same combo, $17,300, 
| good 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 
| 44-55)—Brigham Youne’ (20th) and 
‘Crowded Night’ (RKO). Should 


tally about $15,000, good, but under 
expectations. Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ 
(WB) and ‘Chan Wax’ (20th) (2d 
wk), $12,000, okay 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 35-44-55- 
65)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col) (2d wk). Still very 
potent and capable of hanging up 
big $17,500. First week, smash 
$25,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Chan 
Wax’ (20th). Continued run from 
two weeks at Met. On the strong 
side for around $8,500. Last week, 
‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and ‘Earl 
Puddiestone’ (Rep). $6,000, n.g. 

ScoBlay (M&P) (2.538: 28-39-44-50) 
—Public Deb’ (20th) and ‘Pago 
Pago’ (UA) (both 2d run). Around 
$4,500 exnected. Last week, ‘Rhythm 
River’ (Par) and ‘Snorting Blood’ 
(M-G) (both 2d run). $5,500, good. 


State (Loew) (3.600: 35-44-55-65) 
—Boom Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady 
Question’ (Col) (2d wk). Aiming at 


big $11,000. 
500. 


Last week, socko $17,- 
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Water Carnival, Heat Slough Philly, 
But Sheridan-Cagney Big $20,000 i" ysi'<ssse=" 


Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 

Downtown deluxers got plenty of 
competish from the giant water car- 
nival on the Schuylkill Friday night 
(20) which 400,000 attended, It was 
the windup of the week-long cele- 
bration of the bi-Centennial of the 
founding of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, which included a visit by 
President Roosevelt, 

Unseasonable heat wave also 
helped bring down the b. o., with 
patrons taking their last fling in 
the great outdoors over the week- 
end. 


Only one of the newcomers that’s 
in velvet this semester is ‘City for 
Conquest’ at the Fox. ‘Brigham 
Young’ is failing to set any records. 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ is disappoint- 
ing, while ‘Private Affairs’ is scrap- 
ing bottom. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68) 
—Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G). Sad 
news with poor $8,500. Last week, 
‘Captain Caution’ (UA), fared even 
worse with $8,100. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) (2d run). 
Good $3,800. Last week, ‘Stayed 
Breakfast’ (Col), good $3,800 for 
third run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th). Reams of 
newspaper advertising and ballyhoo 
is failing to lift the Mormon saga 
above sub-par $13,000. Last week, 
‘Time Comedy’ (WB), fair $8,600 for 
second trip after smash $18,000 in 


first. 
Earle (WB) (2,758; 45-57-73)— 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 


Windup of Earle as a straight filmer 
this week getting n. g. $11,000. Third 
week grossed neat $16,500. Film 


snagging sock $90,000 for its month 


stay. Friday (27) Earle reopens 
with vaude leading off with Jessel’s 
Hollywood unit. 


Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-57-68) —‘City | 


Conquest’ (WB). | Sheridan-Cagney 
team plenty oomphy with an even 
$20,000. Last week’s second round 


for ‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) | far Howard, editor of the Columbus, | 


brought rousing $12,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Private Affair’ (U). Less said the 
better, with scant $2,800 for first 
run. Last week, ‘Lady Question’ 
(Col), likewise poor with $2,900. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—Time Comedy’ (WB) (2d run). 
Just grazing par with $4,100. Last 
week, ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA), mediocre 
$3,600 for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
Skidding badly after sock» opener. 
Only bare $10,800 for dual trip. Cur- 
tain-raiser bullish $18,300. 

Stanton (WB) (35-46-57) —‘Wyom- 
ing’ (M-G) (2d wk.). Horse opera 
plenty zingy $4,200 for deuce try. 
First week’s take was $5,900, fine. 


‘Cargo Finally 
Crashes Detroit 





For Big $19,000 
or Ig 9 Stage Coach’ (Col) ‘Rage of Paris’ 





Detroit, Sept. 24. 
(Best Exploitation: Michigan) . 
With films 





| 55)—‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and 
‘Pier 13’ (20th). En route to good 
' $17,000. Last week, ‘Brigham Young 


(20th), after opening two days ahead | 


of schedule and soloed, got $15,500 
‘for last seven days. 


| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000;| St. 


30-40-55) — ‘Strange Cargo’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), _ Former 
‘censorship on the former picture is 
bringing out a heavy play to prob- 
‘able big $19,000. Last week, ‘Sea 
i'Hawk’ (WB) and ‘Ladies Live’ 
| (WB), strong $18,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
'000; 30-40-55)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
and ‘Ladies Live’ (WB). After strong 
week at Michigan, duo headed for 
topping $9,500 here. Last week, 
‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and ‘Coming 
Round’ (Par), dull $5,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-50-75) — ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G) (5th wk). Expectations for 
this week are $6,500, after fine $8,500 
last week. 


‘BRIGHAM’ NICE 
$10,000 IN 
OMAHA 


Omaha, Sept. 24, 
(Best Exploitation: Brandeis) 
‘Howards of Virginia’ and ‘Brig- 
j}ham Young’ lead the upturn here 
after a slump week, the former at 
the Brandeis and the latter at the 
Orpheum. 

The Brandeis’ showing is due 
|largely to an intensive campaign by 
| Louise Cotter, in charge of publicity. 
|She dug up local connections of the 
| Howard family. Congressman Ed- 











| Neb., Telegram, helped in the build- 
up, 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 20- 
| 25-35-40)—“Howards Virginia’ (Col) 
and ‘Wildcast Bus’ (RKO). Lively 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Dance Girl’ 
(RKO) and ‘Man Talked Much’ 
(WB), $4,500, rather poor. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,060; 10-25- 
40)—‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and 
‘Not Tough’ (U). Will touch $10,000, 
not big but over average. Last week, 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Sailor’s 
Lady’ (20th), sluggish $8,300. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25-40) 
—Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Golden 
| Fleecing’ (M-G). Will wind up with 
fair $8,500. Last week, ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G) (2d wk) (10-40-55), got $8,000. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Hardy Deb’ (M-G) and ‘Anything 
Love’ (U), split with ‘Carolina Moon’ 
(Rep) and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ 
(20th). Will reach good $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and 
|‘House Bay’ (UA), split with ‘Phan- 
|}tom Raiders’ (M-G) and ‘Earth- 
| bound’ (20th), $1,300. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 








—‘Lady Ranger’ (Rep), ‘Haunted 
House’ (Mono) and ‘20,000 Men’ 
(20th), split three ways with ‘Texas 


|(U) and ‘Return Wild Bill’ (Col), 
|tripler, and ‘Murder Air’ (WB) and 
|‘House Bay’ (UA). Looks like nice 
| $1,400, Last week, ‘Passport Alcatraz’ 


moving through the | (Col) and ‘Riders Nowhere’ (Mono), 
first runs at a brisker rate, and even split three ways with 
one of the formerly banned pictures | Prairie’ (U), 


‘Home on 


‘Cross Country Ro- 


finally making its way to the Detroit| mance’ (RKO) and ‘Rainbow Over 


screen, business, which has 


been | Range’ (RKO), tripler, and ‘Fugitive 


consistently good here this fall, takes | Justice’ (WB) and ‘Dr. Wife’ (Col), 


another’ vault. ‘Strange Cargo, 


helped by all the ballyhoo it caught | 


*| good $1,600. 


Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 


when the police censors swung on it} berg) (950-600-300; 25)—‘Hardy Deb’ 


last spring, naturally is a leader, but | 
it will get a close race here from 


‘Howards of Virginia.’ 


Chance to run the mooted pic at the | Across Bay’ (UA). 
Hawk’ and'! 
‘Ladies Must Live’ to switch over to 
the Palms-State after capturing $18,- 


Michigan caused ‘Sea 


000 in their first week. And ‘How- 


ards’ going into the Fox gives the 
better grosses 
since it picks up ‘Brigham Young,’ 


Adams a whack at 


another sound one here, after nine 
days instead of the usual 14. Mean- 
while ‘Boom Town’ rolls into a fifth 
week after showing strength again 
last week. 


Not counting just on usual blurbs, 
staged a downtown 
giving away more} Night,’ at Capitol holds over for nice 


the Michigan 
treasure hunt, 


(M-G) and ‘Anything Love’ (U), split 
| with ‘Manhattan Heart Beat’ (20th), 
i ‘Sing, Dance Hot’ (Rep) and ‘Home 
Good $1,400. Last 
week, ‘Mortal Storm’ ) 
|‘Alias Deacon’ (U), split with ‘Earth- 
bound’ (20th) and ‘Phantom Raider’ 
(M-G), fair $1,200. 


Sea Hawk’ Smash 


$12,000 In Montrea 


Montreal, Sept. 24. 








top money currently. ‘Drive By 


than $200 in cash, for ‘Sea Hawk.’ | take. 


The hunt was spread over three days 


prior to pic’s opening and rounded 


up with Times Square, where keys 


to strong boxes were handed out, 
crammed with several thousand 
treasure hunters. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and ‘Pep- 
pers Trouble’ (Col). Former picture 
soloed at Fox. Headed for big $5,- 
700. Last week, ‘Stayed Breakfast’ 
(Col) and ‘Lady Question’ (Col), 
after two weeks at Fox, fair $4,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 


average with ‘No Time for Comedy.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Time Comedy’ (WB). Pacing for 
handsome $7,000. Last week ‘Lucky 
Partners’ (RKO), very good $6,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700;. 25-45-55)— 
‘Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Calling Hus- 
bands’ (WB) (2d wk.). Nice $4.500 
in sight, after very good $8,000 last 
week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)—‘Sea 
Hawk’ (WB). Turnaway biz point- 





s «4? 


(M-G) and | 


‘Sea Hawk,’ at Loew’s, will take | 


Palace will keep to recent high | 


‘Foreign Corseapentent (UA), h.o., 
ood enough $5,000. 

ls Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50 )— 

,*Young People’ (20th) and ‘Chan 

‘Panama’ (20th). Pacing for good 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Captain Caution’ (UA) and ‘Dance 
Plenty Hot’ (Rep). Expect good 
$3,500. Last week ‘Daltons Rode’ (U) 
and ‘Scatterbrain’ (U), weak $2,500. 
| Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600: 25-50)—‘Pieges’ (3rd wk.). Hit- 
ting for nice $1,500, after good $1,700 
| last week. 
Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
25-34)—‘Entrees des Artistes’ and 
‘La Mascotte.’ In line for good $5,000. 
‘Last week ‘Conflict’ and ‘A Louer 
|Meublee,’ good $5,200. 


MILLER -‘SKY 
BIG $18,000 
IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 24. 

| Rather steady going here. Strong 
‘figure is being chalked up by Glenn 
Miller and orch, spliced to ‘Men 
Against the Sky’ at the combo 
Hipp, but three free broadcasts at 
the 3,500-seat Lyric (24-25-26) seri- 
ously nicking Hipp’s b.o. 

Also big is ‘No Time for Comedy,’ 
housed in the deluxe Stanley, which 
/reaches town’s upper bracket audi- 
lences. Rest of town just fair. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44) —Kit Carson’ (UA). Rather 
unexciting $7,000. Last week, ‘Boom 
Town’ (M-G), in third week at 
| upped prices to 60c top, added good 
| $7,800 to extra big total of $31,600 
for previous brace. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
| 15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Men Against 
Sky’ (RKO) and Glenn Miller orch. 
| Reaching for very nice $18,000. Last 
| week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) plus vaude, 
|sold strong and inched out fairly 
| satisfactory $12,400, 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44) — ‘Coming Round 
|Mountain’ (U). Just fair at $5,000. 
|Last wéek, second of ‘Hired Wife’ 
(U), added okay $5,900 to solid 
opening round to $8,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—Brigham Young’ (20th) (2d 
week). Holding fairish gait to indi- 
;cated $5,500, after steady opening 
sesh to $6,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘No Time Comedy’ (WB). In 
the right spot to cash in on this one 
with very rosy $13,000 looked for. 
Last week, third of ‘Sea Hawk’ 
(WB), at upped prices to 60c top, 
added satisfactory $6,200 to bullish 
a chalked up for prior two 
weeks, 


Heat Slows Indpls. 
B. 0.; ‘Westerner 
Best With $8,500 


Indianapolis, Sept. 24. 

The weather is hurting business in 
the downtown sector this week, with 
new heat records being hung up for 
this time of the year. Soaring mer- 
cury also cut down anticipated b.o. 
last week, 

Horse operas hold the center of 
attraction and every downtown house 
has an action picture of some kind. 
Loew’s is doing best with ‘The West- 
erner’ dualled with ‘Blondie Has 
Servant Trouble.’ Indiana follows 
with ‘Brigham Young’ and ‘Chan at 
|Wax Museum.’ Circle is under par 
| with ‘Rangers of Fortune’ and ‘Mys- 
‘tery Sea Raider.’ Apollo held off 
| until Sunday (22) to bring in ‘Cap- 
|tain Caution’ and feels the general 
lassitude. 
| Lyric is just in the black with 
| ‘Leather Pushers’ and ‘Hollywood 
| Stars on Parade’ on stage. 
| The weather can’t take all the rap, 
as it looks like questionable booking 
,to have the blood-and-thunder epics 
fighting each other. A round of all 
|the offerings would certainly make 
,an extrovert out of the most mild 
patron. Last week, the sophisticated 
| comedies were pulling against each 
other, with natives choosing one or 
| the other but not seeing them all. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Wallace) (1,900; 25-30-40) 
—‘Captain Caution’ (UA). Opened 
;Sunday (22). Fair $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA), held 10 
days for puny $3,000. 
| Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and 
‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par). Not so 
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Expo's Finale Boffs Frisco 





‘Howards’ Fine $12,000, But Barrymore Just Average 
At $9,000 





SHERIDAN-CAGNEY NICE 
$6,000 IN N.G. MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Sept. 24. | 
Competition from. Midsouth Fair 
and sudden surprise shift in weather 
from tepid to torrid are dealing the 
downtown first runs a body blow in 
what should be a good week. With 
superior attractions all round, Main 
Street houses are nevertheless play- 
ing to so-so business. 

‘City for Conquest,’ at the Warner, 
and the New Malco’s ‘Howards of 
Virginia’ are out front. Wallace 
Beery’s ‘Wyoming’ is a surprisingly 
close second at Loew's State. Other 
Loew spot, the Palace, is poor with 
‘Brigham Young.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (2,600; 10- 
33-44)—"Wyoming’ (M-G). This one 
is doing better than usual Beery and 
might tag $5,000. Last week, ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G), four days, ‘Stranger 
Third Floor’ (RKO), three days; 
$3,000, weakish. 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
—‘City Conquest’ (WB). Cagney- 
Sheridan customarily dynamite here, 
but title seems to hurt. Looks like 
nice $6,000. Last week, ‘No Comedy’ 
(WB), $5,800, okay. - 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
33-44) —‘Howards Virginia’ (Col). 
Cary Grant appeal_shoving this one 
toward fair $5,500. Last week, ‘Want 
Divorce’ (Par), $3.700, poor. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10- 
33-44) — ‘Brigham Young’ § (20th). 
Mormon leader has more wives than 
customers in these parts. Might get 
frail $3,700. Last week, ‘Kit Carson’ 
(UA), $3,300. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22-33) 
—'Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) (2nd run), 
three days; ‘Can't Fool Wife’ (RKO), 
two days; ‘Triple Justice’ (RKO), 
two days. Pacing for average $1,700. 
Last Week, ‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep), 
three days; ‘Green Hell’ (UA) (2d 
run), two days; ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO), 
two days, $1,600. 


‘BRIGHAM’ STRONG 
$10,000 IN DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 24. 

‘Brigham Young’ is doing well 
above average, as are several first- 
runs, ‘Boom Town’ is strong enough 
at the Broadway to get two weeks, 
something few films have done here, 
since the latter is a carryover house 
getting pix from the Orpheum, 

Estimates for This. Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)-—‘He 
Stayed for Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Lion 
Wings’ (UA). After a week at the 
Denver, nice $4,000. Last week, ‘Sea 
Hawk’ (WB), after a week at the 
Denver, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—Boom Town’ (M-G). After two 
weeks at the Orpheum, nice $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA), fair at 








$2,500. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-30- 
40)—‘Want Divorce’ (Par). After 


four days last week, fair $4,000 this 
week. Last week, ‘Rangers of For- 
tune’ (Par), weak on final three days 
of two and one-half weeks, but ‘Want 
Divorce’ (Par) snapped things up and 
the week closed with $5,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-30-40)— 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th). Strong $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Stayed for Break- 
fast’ (Col) and ‘Lion Wings’ (UA), 
strong $10,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-30-40) 
—‘Dance Girl’ (RKO) and ‘Kildare 
| Home’ (RKO). Fair $8,000. Last 
| Week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G).. still 
| plenty strong at $11,000 for its sec- 
ond week. 
| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
| ‘Public Deb No. 1’ (20th) and ‘Yes-! 
| terday’s Heroes’ (20th). 
; Last week, ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) 
|} and ‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U). hot $4,500. | 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 





| the Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Haunt- | 


| ed House’ (Mono), nice $2,500. Last 


| week, ‘Kit Carson’ (UA), after a week (Mono). 


at each the Denver and Aladdin as 
well as a world premiere at six local | 
houses, and ‘Island of Doomed Men’ 
(Col), nice at $2,500. 





(RKO) and ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB), 
unhealthy $4,200. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100: 25-30- 
40)—Brigham Young’ (20th) and 
‘Chan Museum’ (20th). Slightly un- 
der average at $7,500. Last week, 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and ‘One Crowded 
Night’ (RKO), okay $8,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Blondie Serv- | 
ant’ (Col). Town's best with $8,500, | 
but under expectations. Last week, 
‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Peppers 
West’ (Col), good $9,400. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40) — 
‘Leather Pushers’ (U) and George | 
Jessel’s ‘Hollywood Stars’ on stage. 





; : Dance’ (Rep) ‘ 
ing to excellent $12,000. Last week good $5,000. Last week, ‘Dance Girl’ | ire ar iatiiaalaa, 


Fair $11,800. Last week, ‘Sing 





okay $11,500. 


Nice $4,000.| ‘puplie Deb’ 


25-40 )—‘Sea | 
| Hawk’ (WB), after a week at each | ‘pier 13’ 


ae | 


San Francisco, Sept. 24. 
Final week of Expo, plus excep- 
tionally warm weather, taking a ter. 
rift toll on Market St. With mobs 


, flocking across the bridge for Fair's 


windup, matinees and weekends are 
sagging woefully. 

Only standout is ‘Foreign Corre- 
spondent,’ at United Artists, which is 
enjoying a healthy session. ‘Boom 
Town’ (M-G) will do excellently for 


the Warfield in its fourth stanza. 
Otherwise all quiet—too quief. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 

‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and ‘Money 

Woman’ (WB). Fairish $14,000 on 

this. Last week ‘Wyoming’ ‘(M-G) 

on ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), fine $18,- 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44. 
55)—Men Sky’ (RKO) and vaude. 
A weakie, but good selling job is 
sending it along to $10,500, which will 
be good for this film. Last week 
| 2nd-final for ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) 
and vaude, fine $12,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 35-40-50) 
—Howards Virginia’ (Col). Soloing 
here sans admish tilt, prestige pic 


‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Leather 
Pushers’ (U), mild $7,400. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- 
50)—'Great Profile’ (20th) and ‘Yese 
terday’s Heroes’ (20th). John Barry 
more getting just average biz at 
$9,000. Last week ‘Divorce’ (Par) 
a ‘River’s End’ (WB), mild $9,000 
take. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-40- 
50)—Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G). Moveover from Fox 
will coast along to the usual $5,000 
here. Last, 3rd-final week of ‘Sea 
Hawk’ (WB), got same amount. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50) — ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
(UA) (2nd wk.). Going great guns 
for healthy $8,500. First week topped 
$11,000 mark, exceeding expectations 
in view of dent Expo is making in 
matinee biz. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 40-50-65) 


—Boom Town’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Just keeps rolling along and will see 
great $9,000, after last week's ter- 


rific $12,000. 


CAGNEY, $8500, 
UNDER PAR 
IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 24. 

General take of ace pic parlors 
currently is at low level in view of 
such b.o, hazards as summer back- 
firing with local record September 
heat spell, natives ga-ga about the 
Reds repeating as National League 
champs, and past weekend openings 
of football season for Cincy’s two 
colleges with night games. 

Top grosser is ‘Howards of Vir- 
| ginia’ at the Albee, yet mark is be- 
|low expectations. Next best, and 
| also below par, is ‘City for Conquest’ 
}at the Palace, Keith’s is racking up 
| fair returns on ‘Flowing Gold.’ ‘Pub- 
| lic Deb No. 1’ is a no-dicer for the 
| Capitol. Lyric’s pull for the combo 
| encore on ‘Lost Horizon’ and ‘Awful 
Truth’ n.s.h. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50) 
| ‘Howards Virginia’ (Col). Below ex- 
|pectations at $11,000. Last week, 
‘Kildare Home’ (M-G), okay $8,500 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50) 











(20th). Poor $3,000. 

Last week, ‘Hired Wife’ «(U) (2d 
run), fair $4,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000: 15-28)- 

(20th) and ‘Grand Old 

Opry’ (Rep), divided with ‘Chan 


| Wax’ (20th) and ‘Laughing Senger. 
Normal $2,000. Same last 
week on ‘Wild Cat Bus’ (RKO) and 
‘Ranger Lady’ (Rep), split with 
‘Three Faces West’ (Rep) and ‘Ladies 
Live’ (WB). 
Grand (RKO) (1,439; 33-40-50)— 
‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) (2d wk). 


| Swell $7,000. Last week (ist), big 


$11,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50) 
— ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB), eight days. 
Fair $4,500. Last week, ‘Lady Ques- 
tion’ (Col), five days, terrible $2,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 


‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col), dual revival. Ns h. 
$2,800. Last week, ‘Love Again 


(M-G) (2d run), fair $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘City Conquest’ (WB). Under par 
a pe 88 008. Last w eek. 
‘Wyoming -G), surprisingly gooc 
$10,000. . =" 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)-- 
‘Argentine Nights’ (U). Satisfactory 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ 
(WB) (2d wk), all right $3,200, 


will draw $12,000, good, Last week ° 
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Now It’s Heat Kicking Mpls. For Loop; 
‘Ramparts’ OK 36, ‘Divorce -Molina 86 


Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 
unseasonable heat, gener- 
y ina trade conditions and 
onscription and political uncertain- 
ti continue to take a heavy box- 
ice toll here. These factors are 
etting the blame for the current 
ump in grosses now going into its 
ae — the time’s trend is 
ce of the times tren 
gues in ‘Boom Town’ boxoffice re- 
sults. This picture, now in its sec- 
ond week, was doped to hit a mini- 
mum of initial 


duri its 
$20,000 during $14_- 


canto. Instead, takings were 


Stage shows, too, are suffering 
plenty. Ted Lewis, 
layout, went under par last week, 
although just skimming through on 
the black side of the ledger. Cur- 
rently Carlos Molina’s ‘La Conga 
revue is finding the going tough at 
the Orpheum. The Alvin, with stage 
entertainment, but fourth-rate films, 
in the second week of the new 
olicy, still has rough sailing, too. 
f paying customers won't go for 
name bands any stronger than they 
went for Lewis it doesn’t look as 
though the non-band and non-name 
shows have much of a chance, espe- 
cially when they still have a huge 
nut to crack and lack the strong 
screen support given to Lewis by 
» Love Came Back.’ 

the newcomers, ‘Ramparts We 
Watch,’ at the sure-seater World, is 
maki the best showing, undoubt- 
edly, thanks to the great amount of 
ublicity given to the official blitz- 
fries sequences inéluded in the film. 
‘Dr. Kildare Goes Home,’ scaled at 
44e at the Century, whereas most of 
the series’ predecessors played the 
28¢ Gopher or with stage shows at 
the Orpheum, is cantering along at 
a mild pace. 
Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 28-44- 


with a swell! 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week..........$1,552,100 
(Based on 25 clties, 175 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 





(Based on 26 cities, 174 theatres) 


—— ~~ 


“HOWARDS FAIR 
$6,000 IN N. G. 
VILLE 


Louisville, Sept. 24. 


Prolonged heat wave and pretty 
‘ordinary film fare are combining to 
‘hold grosses in the lower brackets 
|for the current session. Weather has 
| been pretty much on the torrid side, 
‘temp hitting around the 90’s and 
over, which is stringing out the sum- 
|mer season until it’s running into the 
{normal fall buying time. 


Next week should be another story, 
,if weather turns cooler. All houses 
‘are booking in strong pix to compete 
| with Kentuckiana Institute, and Rial- 
|to is bringing in Phil Spitalny’s all- 
| girl orch. 
‘Howards of Virginia,’ dualled at 
Loew's State, is running a little 
}ahead of the balance of the down- 
town houses, with ‘I Want a Divorce’ 
iclose behind at the Rialto. Else- 
where biz is rather slow. 

















55) — ‘Forgotten Girls’ (Rep) and | 


‘Earthbound’ (20th) and ‘Girls of 
Road’ (Col). See nice $4,300. Last 
week, ‘Queen of Yukon’ (Mono) and 
‘Haunted House’ (Mono), $4,100, 


okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—‘Wyoming’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G). Moved 


over from Paramount, expect good 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Rhythm River’ 
(Par) and ‘Chan Museum’ (20th) (3d 
wk.), $2,000, good. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Haunted Honey- 
moon’ (M-G) and ‘Public Deb No. 1’ 
(M-G). Paced at fair $4,400. Last 
week, ‘Rangers of Fortune’ (Par) and 
‘Want Divorce’ (Par) (nine days for 
latter), $5,600, big. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- 
50)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
No vaude, ‘unusual’ 
filmer. Moving along for 
$4,800. Last week, $7,300, big. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Brigham Young’ 
(20th). Fair $5,500, but very dis- 
appointing. Last week, ‘Wyoming 
(M-G) and ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G) 
$7,400, big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 20-35)— 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Man 
Talked Too Much’ (WB) (2d run). 
Looking for slow $1,800, Last week, 
‘Daltons Ride’ (U) and ‘Private Af- 
fairs’ (U) (2d run), $2,200, good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Was 
Adventuress’ (20th) (2d run). Ex- 
pect mild $1,700. Last week, ‘Water- 
loo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘Gals On 
Broadway’ (M-G) (2d run), $2,100, 
good. 


Cleve. B.B-Crazy: 
Lombardo Plus 
Dance’ Light 116 


Cleveland, Sept. 24. 
Cleveland Indians’ home games and 


steady 











(2d week). | 
at this vaud-| 


‘Comedy’ $21,000, ‘Breakfast’ 22G 
In Bleak L. A.; ‘Carson’ Dull 16 
Busse Lifts Orph to Big $11,500 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week............$312,100 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
East Weak. :icccceccs Q000, 000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 








Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 
(Best Exploitation: State) 

First run biz is mostly on the skids 
currently and total take for the town 
will be way below normal. Wendell 
Willkie visited the town Thursday 
(19) and, in addition to drawing con- 
siderable of a mob to the Coliseum, 
had many radio listeners so that 
bottom dropped out of most of the 
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ROONEY RECORD 
$36.500 IN 
WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 24. 
Mickey Rooney’s p.a. at the Capi- 
tol, Loew’s big vauder, is Walking 
away with things this week, al- 
though his overflow is more than 


taking care of the opposition. He 
has appeared here twice before, once 
in one-day p.a. with Judy Garland 
ahead of ‘Babes in Arms’ and again 
at President’s Birthday Ball, and im- 
pression he made both previous 
, times, plus his Andy Hardy film rep, 
'is*busting house record under pres- 
,ent price policy. 

‘Howards of Virginia,’ held over 
at Earle, WB vauder, and 
Wife,’ at Keith’s, are battling for 
| second highest takes. 

Estimates for This Week 











; 
j 


‘Hired | 


filmeries on that night. Just what 
rest of decline may be attributed to 
is hard to state. 

Among the newcomers, ‘He Stayed 
for Breakfast’ and ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ will register best returns. 
Kit Carson’ is playing to weak biz 
at the State and Chinese, and the 
Paramount dipped to one of its low- 
est takes of the current season. 

Orpheum has Henry Busse and 
orch on stage, plus the Dead End 
Kids and looks headed for fine $11,- 
500. Stage show is setting house back 
at least five grand. 

Loew’s State made a bid for pat- 
ronage for ‘Kit Carson’ by having a 
ballyhoo of Indians in the lob y. 
Newspapers also contributed by giv- 
ing breaks to Bill Farnum on the 
occasion of his 50th anniversary on 
stage and screen, but the exploitation 
is not helping the boxoffice to any 
appreciable extent. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 30- 
44-55)—‘Great Profile’ (20th) and 
“We Are Young’ (M-G). House re- 
verted to grind policy for this pair, 
but meagre $2,000 not much encour- 
——_. Ange J = be continued 
until sui e roadshow attracti i 
booked. sate 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-44-55-75 )—Kit Carson’ (UA) and 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G) dual. Miser- 
able $6,200 despite active campaign. 
Last week, ‘Profile’ (20th) and ‘We 
Are Young’ (M-G), just fair $9,100. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-FourthAvenue) — 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Slightly 
|Tempted‘ (U). Average $1,800, fair 
}enough on moveover. Last week, 
}‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Stran- 
ger Third Floor’ (RKO), mild $1,500 | 
on moveover. 


‘Swing-a-Thon’ on stage. Picture | 
zero minus, but midwest burlesque | 
circuit road show, with stripping | 
and everything else likely to prove 
offensive deleted, and augmented by 
vaudeville acts and chorus, provides 
pleasing entertainment. Looks, how- 
ever, as though a sufficient propor- 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66)| Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—No Comedy’ (WB). Looks like: 
neat $10,000. Last week, ‘Flowing 
Gold’ (WB) and ‘Calling Husbands’ 
(WB), weak $7,100. 


chances of winning the pennant are} —Wyoming’ (M-G) ‘and vaude. 

the only things that seem to matter Mickey Rooney p.a. gets entire credit | 

in this baseball-crazy town at the} for sock $36,500, best house has eed 
‘ ; in two years of present prices. Last 

moment. Fans are keeping ears | week, ‘Kildare Home’ (M-G) and|_ Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 

glued to radios, and when Feller 55)—Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) (6th- 


|Rimac orch, fair $15,500. | 
pitches the theatres might as well| Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)—| final wk). Final week held to six 
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tion of public doesn’t wish this type 
of show. Poor $3,000 indicated. Last 
week ‘Son of Navy’ (Mono) and 
‘Cocktails of 1941’ on stage, $3,500, 
light. 

Aster (Par-Singer) ($00; 15-28)—- 
‘Before I Hang’ (Col) and ‘River's 
End’ (WB), dual first-runs. In for 
five days and should reach big $2,- 
200, Last week ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) 
qnd ‘Girl God’s Country '‘'(Rep), 
ial first-runs, good $1,800 in five 
days, split with ‘Military Academy’ 

and ‘Money and Women’ 


0 
{ ), also dual first-runs, mild $1,- | 


000 in four days. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
89-44)-—"Kildare Home’ (M-G). Most 
f predecessors were shown at 
wer-scaled house and higher tariff 
ere making a difference. Poor $3,- 
, Last week ‘Lucky Partners’ 
peso) (2d wk), mild $3,500 after 
air $6,500 first week at State. 
Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Dal- 
tons Rode’ (U) (2d wk). Moved 
ray after eight good days at Gopher. 
Mild $700 indicated here. Last week 
‘Doomed Die’ (Mono), $700, light. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Snow White’ (RKO) (reissue) and 
| ‘Maryland’ (20th). Should reach sat- 
isfactory $1,400. Last week, ‘Un- 
tamed’ (Par) and ‘Pago Pago’ (UA), 
okay $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and 
|*‘Peppers Trouble’ (Col). Nice fami- 
ly combo and pacing for average 
' $6,500, tops in town on dull week. 
|Last week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) and 
|‘Lady Question’ (Col), in second 
downtown week, $8,000, excellent. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
| 15-30-40) —‘Flowing Gold’ (WB). 
Nothing outstanding looked for, but 
should manage okay $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), in third 
| downtown week, fair enough $2,800. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
|‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th). Indi- 
cate average $6,000. Last week, 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U), nice $6,500 and move- 
over, 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 


close their doors for the day. 
‘He Stayed for Breakfast,’ never- 


theless is copping a hearty meal at) Tast week, ‘Love Again’ (M-G) (2d! 


Hipp, helped by fact that rival State 
has a h.o. in ‘Boom Town.’ Latter 
is doing better than some first-run- 
ners. ‘Dance, Girl, Dance’ and Guy 
Lombardo, whose customary sock 
draw didn’t materialize in _ his 
| adopted home-town, catching just 
| lightweight trade at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB). Handsome 
$4,500 on third stanza shift from 
Hipp. Last week ‘Not So Tough’ 
(U), so-so $2,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—Stayed Breakfast’ (Col). Get- 
| ting smart $13,000. Last week ‘Sea 
| Hawk’ (WB), on second stay fell off 
to $7,500 after garnering swell $17,- 
000 on first frame. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-42-55- 
| 66)—‘Dance, Girl’ (RKO) with Guy 
; Lombardo’s orch. Poor getaway and 
| disappointing $11,000 in sight. Last 





| ‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par). House 
|experimenting again with first runs 


}and won’t beat below average $3,500. 


;run) (2d wk), solid $4,500. 

| Earle (WB) (28-39-44-66)—How- 
,ards Virginia’ (Col) (2d wk) and 
|vaude. Entire bill held over for 
profitable $13,500. Last week, hand- 
' some $20,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘ ‘Hired Wife’ (U). Critics tepid, but 
| word-of-mouth carrying it toward 
| big $13,500. Last week, ‘Dance Girl’ 
| (RKO), can thank opening-day p.a. 
'of Maureen O’Hara and Lucille Ball 
for hefty hunk of fair $8,000. 

' Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Stayed 
| Breakfast’ (Col) (2d run). Back on 
!mainstem after good week at Earle 
|} and will hit nice $6,000. Last week, 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (2d run), after 
two weeks at Earle, built to strong 
$5,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 39-55)— 
| ‘Frank James’ (20th). Critics kidded 
this one, but not too roughly. 
Should get satisfactory $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (3d wk), 
good $11,500. 





| days, with fair $1,700 in sight. Fifth 
_week ended with $3,000 in till. 

| Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 83c-$1.10- 
$1.65 —Gone’ (M-G) (7th wk). End 
|of Hollywood exclusive run nears. 
| Biz on sixth week dipped to just 
| over $4,000 mark, but still highly 
profitable for house and distributor. 
Fifth week hit $5,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘No Comedy’ (WB). Running ahead 
of its downtown day-dater, with 
lucrative $11,000 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Flowing Gold’ (WB) and 
‘Calling Husbands’ (WB), very poor 
| $5,000. 
| Orpheum (B’way) (2,200; 30-44-55) 
|——‘Love, Honor’ (U) (lst run), 
| ‘You're Not Tough’ (U) and stage 
|}show. Combination of Henry Busse 
j}and Dead End Kids in stage show 
| and a first run pic is heading house 
| for neat $11,500. Last week, ‘Western 
Stars’ (Par) (1st run) and ‘Country 





| Romance’ (RKO), topped $7,500. 


| Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
| ‘Stayed Breakfast’*(Col) and ‘Dr. 
| Christian Women’ (RKO). Looks like 
| big $11,500 and holds. Last week, 
| ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) (2d wk) 


, , J : } . d ‘Margie’ (U), okay $7,100 
30-40)—‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U) and/| week ‘Public Deb’ (20th) plus Will — tw > lar) (S SbB). 

paopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) (2d wk). H.o. | Osborne's crew and Stanley Fields on 98-15) —"Arpeniion tants’ ‘tents 

he. e, - } 2, Minus cast of this combo one of the surprises | stage, very poor, $9,500. ‘Howards’ and "Bri ham’ with holdover of Went Di od! 

oaaal and customers’ opinions are of the past week. Medium $2,000,'° state (Loew’s) (3.450: 30-35-42-55) £ ’ an ivorce 


Off to slow start and not 


likely to build. Headed for light 


after last week’s splendid $4,500. 





|—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk.). No 


$3,500 Each, Lincoln OK 


(Par) and Merry Macs from radio 
heading stage show. Not very strong 


‘ * aid from critics, but a super-cam- | 
ht Last week ‘Daltons Rode ' . paign is plugging it along to swell Lincoln, Neb., Sept. 24. a, = aa A to 
» big $3,900 in eight days. Seattle Off : ‘Bri ham’ | $12.000. aft ralloping $25,500 last : . : is ek, ant ivorce 
, n , £ | $12,000, after walloping a as Film siege guns were leveled on/ (Par) with Orrin Tucker-Bonnie 
Par ae tm aa a Disa ints at $5.500 ~—. ‘ sensed Ghee ae theatre row this week, ‘Brigham’ Baker on stage, nifty $30,000 
oe é 7 S Dee | §tillman (Loew’s 972; 30-35-42- s’ ¢ ‘ irginia’ 7). '20_44_RR 
Carlos Molina band and ‘La Conga | ppo ’ s (M-G). Young’ and ‘Howards of Virginia RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 


Jubilee’ on stage. 


Seattle, Sept. 24. 


|55)—‘Kildare Home’ ee 


opposing each other a street’s width 


‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Chris- 


Not getting far. time house has one of series, usually apart. Nebraska U. is open again.! tian Meets Women’ ( Shoulc 
Light $8,000 indicated. Last week ‘Ramparts We Watch’ is holding a | at State, and very profitable at $4,000. ~ etal registered in 5,300 arene, hit comfortable *10808 Last Ck 
ive Back’ (WB) and Ted Lewis, ...onq week at the Blue Mouse| Last week ‘Coming Round Moun- which is about 300 less than a year | holdover of ‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) 
$12,000, pretty good, but far under ~  * oe "| tain’ (Par), $2,500, poor. ago. with ‘Margie’ (U) added, very good 
expectations, which is unusual here for pictures $$ ———______—— Antelope Park, R. H. Pauley’s | $7,600. ' 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 39-44- Of this type. ‘Boom Town’ is going) | , a downtown dance spot, and Capitol| State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414; 30-44- 
55)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d wk). into third week at Fifth Avenue, but | ‘Wife’-“Woman Strong Beach, the amusement park, have 55-75) — ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) and 
Not delivering at boxoffice in antici- at these prices is dipping. ‘Wyom- | both closed, which allows that money | ‘Fleecing’ (M-G). Biz considerably 


pated fashion, considering big bally- 
00 given it. Will be lucky to reach 
Bigot good $10,000. First week. big 
14,500, but nowhere near the $20,000 
predicted. 


moved to Music Box, ane doing 
‘Sea Hawk’ is also a holdover 


i Yo’ 
ing 


oke. 


at Palomar and expected to move to 


Roosevelt. Paramount is getting top 


$5,200 in Port., Ore. 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 24 
Only new pic to open in this spot 
was ‘Hired Wife,’ which is living up 


diversion to celulloid. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colenial (Monroe-Dent-Westland) 
(750: 10-15)—Golden Trail’ (Mono) 
and ‘From City’ (RKO), split with 


shot and best in sight is fair $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Profile’ (20th) and ‘We 
Young’ (M-G), washout at $8,000 
United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55 )—‘Great Profile’ (20th) and 


themal ith ‘Brighe , 53 'to expectations at the Broadway ‘Made Her Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Laugh-|‘We Young’ (M-G). Okay moveov 
\ ay (Par), (1,200; 28-39)- mitention with ‘Brigham Young. | Best holdovers are ‘Boom Town,” ing Danger’ (Mono). Fair $800. Last! for around $3,400. Last ane Sineles 
ve Again’ (M-G). First nabe Generally, biz is off due to heat, in jts second week at the UA, and | week, ‘Fighting Renegade’ (Victory) | ham Young’ (20th), topped’ $3,100, 
Showing. Fairly good $2,400 indi- Willkie radio talk and local baseball and ‘Old Missouri’ (Rep), split with fair, . . , 


Cated. Last week ‘Drive Night’ 
(WB), satisfactory $2,800. 


playoff. 
! 
Estimates for This Week 


| ‘He Stayed for Breakfast,’ still roll- 
'ing in the laughs at fhe Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 


(Col) and ‘Last Alarm’ | 
| (Mono), ditto. 


‘Law Texas’ 


Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 
—Brigham Young’ (20th) (2d wk). 





World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; : ' 2 | Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40-; Linceln (Cooper-Paramount)! Holdover bringing around $3,400 
28-39-44-55) — ‘Ramparts’ (RKO). et ee a teak 50)—‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Money | (1,503; 10-25-35-40) — ‘Want Divorce’ | after first week of pov ‘run 
Baptism of Fire’ sequence, heavily ‘22; 4" od 5 ‘Slumping to | 224 Woman’ (WB). Opening strong| (Par). Not so good $3,300. Last piled up lucrative $5,600, 

Buy licized, bringing ’em in. Big $3,- (RKO) (2d week). ping lafter good buildup to satisfactory week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), second | 
in 


rospect, Last week ‘Hired 





$1,300 for five days. Last week, big 


'$5,200. Last week, ‘Kit Carson’ (UA) 


week, got only $2,900 after doing ex- | 


a Wife’ (UA). goo after fair | $3,200. . land ‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), aver-| cellent $5,200 in first week. | Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), might 
te 06,600 first lee of Geek ’ | Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen ) age $4,500. Nebraska (Coo per- Paramount) | nice $4,100 bie red 
a | (1,900; 21-35)—‘Pride and Prejudice’ | Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; (1,236; 10-20-25) — ‘Night Nights’; Variety (Dent-Westland) (1,000: 
i! |(M-G) and ‘We Who Are Young’ | 35-40-50)—‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) (4th (Par) and ‘Divorcement’ (RKO), | 10-20-25)—‘Before Hang’ (Col) an 
Lu ino Swi t 20th | (M-G), with ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) week). Still winning okay $2,500.| split with ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) and | ‘Sued Libel’ (RKO), Likely action 

Pp ings to 'replacing ‘Young’ last half (2d run). |Last week, average $3,200. '‘Saint Over’ (RKO). Both sides| stuff for this house. Good $2,100. 

Hollywood, Sept. 24. (Eyeing okay $2,800. Last week,| Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | light, $2,100. Last week, ‘Cross| Last week, ‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep) 

Sn Repine inked @ eudberture-o- |‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Maryland’ (M-G) | (3,000; 35-40-50 )-—‘Stayed for Break- Country Romance’ (RKO) and | and ‘Haunted House’ (Mono), split 

year act with 20th <0 First | ‘24 run), $2,900, good. |fast’ (Col) and ‘Chan Museum’ (20th) ‘Freneh Tears’ (Par), split with! with ‘Lost Morizon’ (Col) and ‘Aw- 


film is still under consideration. 


| Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 


| (2d week). Holding to good $4,000. 


‘Waterfront’ (WB) and ‘Gold Rush | 


ful Truth’ (Col) (reissues), excellent 


: ‘ green) (2,349;  40-50-65)—‘Boom Last week, over the top for $6,200. _ | Maisie’ (M-G), good $2,700, thanks to | $3,000 in eight-day week. 
bit ently she is working at War- Town’ (M-G) (3d wk.). Anticipating! United Artists (Parker ) (1,000; 35- | ‘Maisie. Varsity (Dent-Westland) (1,100; 
@ ners with a three-picture-a-year pact. | ¢,j- $4,800 on moveover. Last week, 40-50)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d Stuart (Cooper-Paramount) (1,884; 10-25-40)—‘Howards’ (Col). Getting 


Her next job there is in ‘The Sea 
olf,’ starting next month. 


100, great. 
|e tbocty (J-VH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 


|week). Nice $5,000. Last week, 
igreat $6,300. 


'10-25-40)-—‘Brigham Young’ 


(20th). | 
biz, 


‘Doing fair Probably $3,500. | 


$3,500 at most, o.k. Last week, ‘Doc- 
tor Wife’ (Col), okay $3,500. 
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Saenger Circuit's Reshuffling Of 





Dotting its circuit with younger | 
men and weeding out numerous old- 
timers, Saenger has installed a new 
rule concerning discharge for cause 
of any employee on its payrolls. In 
order to maintain a closer check on 
ynanagers and others in the theatres, 
they now must also report them- 
selves out for lunch or other pur- | 
poses when leaving the premises. | 
Too much afternoon golf blamed. 

Old as well as new employees of | 
the circuit are being asked to sign | 
®# paper agreeing to the fresh regula- 
tions laid down in the event of dis- 
charge. If not with the circuit six 
months, it is agreed that no notice 
is required from Saenger. Anyone | 

| 


on the payrolls over six months is 
to receive a week’s notice if being 
dropped. 

Howard McCoy, Maurice Barr, 
Jack Meredith, Fred Stearns, Harry 
Rice and others long in executive 
capacities with Saenger are no 
longer with the circuit, some being 
recent departees. McCoy is on the 
Coast associated with Ben Piazza, 
RKO studio exec. 

Meredith has gone into the insur- 
ance field while Barr, who during | 
the past year was in the hospital | 


: ; ° ° | 
several months, is dabbling in in- | 


surance as well as real estate in the | 
New Orleans territory. Stearns is in 
Florida, but not in show business, 
while Rice is now in the newspaper 
business in Mississippi. 


MION & MURRAY OPEN 
3 HOUSES IN 1 WEE 


Atlanta, Sept. 24. 
Mion & Murray, Friday (20) | 
debuted their No. 2 nabe house, Lit- | 
tle Five Points theatre, on Euclid | 
Avenue, with proper fanfare. 








Same outfit last week dedicated its | 
Decatur theatre, in nearby Decatur, 
virtually a surburb of Atlanta. New | 
house in East Point sector skedded to | 
bow this week. 

All three of these houses are 750- 
seaters and cost about $75,000 apiece. 


Late; Many Younger Staffers 





1-5 Years for Stickup 


Sheboygan, Wis., Sept. 24. 
Zuzek, a Milwaukee sales- 





John 


man. who made an appointment with | 


Leo Schuessler, manager of the Ma- 
jestic here, to see him regarding 6 
watch alleged to have been lost in 
the house, then at the point of a gut. 
robbed the safe of $500, was sen- | 
tenced in circuit court here to one 
to five years in the Green Bay re- 
formatory after pleading guilty. 

Lloyd Lawrence, Muskegon, Mich., 
who aided in the getaway, got one 
to two years aS an accessory. 


PIX LAY PLANS 
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Price Tilt 


Continued from page 5 











on a big picture they ask why don't 
,you lower the price on a smailer 
| picture.’ 

At Metro it was suggested that 
WB's lack of success in upping ad- 
mish on certain pix was the cause 
of Bernhard’s dissatisfaction with 
ithe whole idea. 

‘Danger in raising prices for cer- 
tain films,’ a Metro topper declared, 
‘is not in what Mr. Bernhard pointed 
out, but in doing it on pictures 
which can’t take it. There's always 
the tendency of other companies, 


seeing the success of Loew's or some 
other distributor in raising admis- 
sions, to decide to raise them on 
pictures of their own. But the pic- 
ture they try it on isn’t sufficiently 
strong and they get stung. The dan- 
ger, of course, is that the public also 
gets stung and it puts a black eye 
on the whole idea. There's nothing 





FOR R. C. DRIVE 


—————— 


Major L. E. Thompson, general 
chairman of the Motion Picture The- 
atres Campaign Committee for the 
American Red Cross, has outlined 
plans for the industry’s full partici- 
pation in the Red Cross drive this 
year. The Red Cross has requested 
{the cooperation of the film indus- 
try, especially picture theatres in 
all parts of the nation, to assist in 
increasing membership of the or- 
ganization. 

Thompson stated plans for 
drive have been worked out by the 





| theatre committee designated to or- | 


ganize and direct the campaign in 
collaboration with Red Cross offi- 
cials. Red Cross depends on this 
drive as main source for all activi- 
ties. 





2D SWING TO 0.0. PAR 
THEATRES IN THE WEST 


wrong with the scheme of raising 
prices on a few pictures which 
merit it, which has been well-dem- 
onstrated by the few complaints we 
have received on ‘Boom Town.’’ 
Par Seeks Tilt for ‘Mounties’ 
Falling in line with other major 
distributors in setting playdates on 
higher-budget pictures warranting 
increased admissions, though sold 
without that proviso under the regu- 
lar program, the Paramount sales de- 
|partment is contacting its accounts 
| with a view to persuading them to 
up the boxoffice scale for ‘Northwest 
| Mounted Police’ when ready. 


Having reached a decision to seek 





| 


thé*higher returns for both itself and the 


exhibitor by dating ‘Mounted’ at 
{higher prices, Neil F. Agnew, gen- 
eral sales manager, is feeling out 
major accounts to determine reaction 
and the amount of increase. Pend- 
ing completion of this groundwork, 
| Par has not itself set any percentage 
|; of increase to shoot for, as other 
| majors have. 

| ‘Mounted’ goes to the Par accounts 
| under the 1940-41 contracts as a top- 
bracket release, but rental terms are 
not increased under the plan to at- 
| tempt better grosses through a tilt at 
| the b.o. Any account may have it at 





‘Ninotchka’ Suit 


Stephen Tamas, author, filed suit 
Monday (23) in N. ¥. supreme court 
against Metro and Loew’s, Inc., for 
damages alleging plagiarism of his 
play, ‘Moscow, Paris and Return’. 
He charges that he submitted his 
story to the defendants who used it 
as the basis for ‘Ninotchka’. 

Suit is revealed by an application 
for an Oct, 7 trial. 


7 RIDE PROD. 











Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Production reaches high tide at 
Universal next month with seven 
pictures in work, led by the Deanna 
Durbin feature, ‘Nice Girl,’ to be 
directed by William A. Seiter. 

Others on the production list are 
Back Street, ‘The Invisible 
Woman,’ ‘San Francisco Docks,’ ‘The 
Black Cat,’ ‘The Trail of the Vigi- 
lantes’ and a serial, ‘Riders of Death 
Valley.’ 


RKO's Experiment: 
Film Feature Earlier 


Spot the No.1 
on Dual Bills 


———— 


| 
Adoption of the policy in other 


RKO theatres and possibly over the 


entire circuit will be determined by ~ 


the experiment to be conducted at 
the 86th St., New York, where be. 
ginning tomorrow (Thurs.), RKO 
will schedule the dual bill so that 
the main feature will go on first in. 
stead of last. 

The idea is to have the double bilj 
there for those who want it, but to 
throw in the top picture at approxi. 
mately 9:30, the No. 2 feature to 
follow later, so that audiences hay- 
ing no interest in the latter may 
avoid it, 





| 
4 | Because the audiences in the vicin- 
| ity of the 86th St. differ considerably 


| in tastes ,this theatre was chosen for 
ithe test of whether the majority 
| wants duals or singles. A canvass 
of the territory on likes and dislikes 
| concerning twin bills has been made 
‘by Emil Groth, manager of the 
| 86th, as a forerunner of the experi- 
ment to be made. 


Virtually all theatres schedule 
their last shows where doubles are 
played by putting on the No. 2 fea- 
ture at around 9 or 9:30, with result 
the main feature does not go on un- 
til 10:30 or thereabouts. Thus, at 





On the Move at WB, Too the 86th starting tomorrow (Thurs), 
Seven features go into production and continuing every night there- 
at Warners in the next month, one! after, people who are interested in 
iof the busiest autumn booms in| the top feature may come in to see 
| years at the Burbank plant. In ad-| that at 9:30 or thereabouts, and be 
| dition to the features, there will be} out by 11 er shortly after. 
oe A peosie the _* x For some time 
| ‘Carnival’ starts off the parade 
Sept. 26, to be followed next day looked esuanee 





distributors have 
upon = ‘bad-time’ 


| by ‘Trial and Error.’ ‘Hard Luck 
| Dame’ and ‘Church Mouse’ roll Sept. 


| 30, followed a week later by ‘One| 


Sunday Afternoon.’ 


Two more, ‘The 


Fabulous Thirties’ and ‘Three 
| Strangers,” go before the camera 
Oct. 15. 





20-Fox Buys 


Continued from page 7 WJ 
| of his book, ‘The Last Flower,’ pub- 








A second check to tighten up oper- | the stipulated contract terms with-| lished last fall. 
Proceeds from dedicatory program | ation in the far west and extreme | out the necessity of increasing .ad- 


of Little Five Points went to Inman | Southwest where Paramount is in-!| mission, but, as in the case of some| himself last week ds the industry's 


Author Duane Decker 


Park Woman’s Club’s_ clubhouse| terested is being made by Leonard | recent films, ‘Boom Town’ being an’ first writer of reversible titles. Par- 
fund. Incidentally, this house is|Goldenson and Sam Dembow, Jr... example, the average exhib leans|amount is buying his ‘The Bride 
right next door to Lucas & Jenkins’|.0. theatre executives. They left) with the distrib in the direction of| Went West’ and Universal ‘The 


Euclid, new house near dedication 
stage. L. & J. also operate Palace, 
just a stone’s throw from both these 
houses. 

Mion & Murray operate Rialto, 
downtown indie and outlet for Co- 
lumbia product here. 

Colen’s Addition 
Washington, Sept. 24. 

Second modern film house is pro- 
jected at Colon, Panama, where 
American soldiers and sailors on 
duty at Canal Zone bases play. Re- 
port from Commerce Department 
Representative A. B. Sowell says 
arrangements have been completed 
for $100,000 venture to be jointly 
financed by Dr. Augusto S. Boyd, 
president of the Republic of Pana- 





ma, and a prominent Panama City | 


business man. 

House will be air-conditioned 
with capacity of 1,800, located on the 
fringe of the area recently devasta- 
ted by fire. 

New House in S. C. 
Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 24. 

Wilby-Kincey plans to build fourth 
house here, a large and modern first 
run theatre. State, one of W-K 
locals, now showing first run films, 
will become second run house when 
new layout is completed. Other 
W-K theatres are Carolina and 
Strand. R. B. Talbert is city man- 
acer. 

M. W. Cantrell, former assistant 
manager, State, resigned to join state 
highway patrol. 

Bill Blackwell, former assistant 
manager, Carolina, resigned to enter 
banking. 

City fathers thumbs down on! 
move, broached by realty concern, | 
to build second Negro house here. 
City has one such theatre. White) 
theatres- have Negro balconies. 
Council doesn’t want too many night! 





job at Warners. 


partners and operators in the Ari- 
zona territory, Salt Lake City and 
the Pacific Slope, latter involving 
houses that are under operation by 
other circuits. 

Policies for the coming season, 
budgets, etc., are also to be taken 
up where Par is directly concerned 
in operation, 

Leon Netter, h.o. Par theatre exec, 
Bob Weitman, managing director of 
'the N.Y. Paramount, and Charles 
Burton, maintenar~e-construction 
executive, leave tomorrow (Thurs.) 
for Philadelphia to inspect the Par- 
lowned theatres involved in the 
| Warner pool in that key and to go 
}Over policies with WB under the 
pooling. 





‘Taylor as Billy the Kid’ 
| Hughes’ Bad Man Pic, Too 


| 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Two films based on the legend of 
Billy the Kid are in preparation, one 
by Metro with Robert Taylor as the 
gun-toter, and the other by Howard 
Hughes, with a different twist. 

The Hughes indie production, to be 
directed by Howard Hawks, is built 
around a new theory that ‘Billy’ is 
still alive. 


And Still in the Dark 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
‘Footsteps in the Dark’ goes back 
into the mill for another rewrite 
Assigned at vari- 
ous times to Edward G. Robinson 


and Errol Flynn, 
Robert Lord, associate producer, is 








gathering places uptown for black assigning new writers. 
belt crowd. 
Paul Ballenger named assistant! ° 
manager of Carolina. | New Kind of Payoff 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


Stern’s Acquisition | 


Detroit, Sept. 24. 

Site for a new theatre in Roches- | 
ter, Mich., near here, has been pur- | 
ehased by Charles L. Stern, owner | 


Ann Sheridan and George Brent 


\team up for thé romantic roles in 


‘The Bride Came C.O.D.’ at War- 
ners. 


William Keighley is slated as di- 


Friday (20) and will confer with | trying to get more from the public| Groom Goes East.’ 


than for the ordinary run of film. 


The Cecil B. deMille production, 
costing $1,600,000, will world preem 
,in Regina, Sask., Oct. 21 and, dur- 
|}ing the following week, go into pre- 
release dates in other Canadian 
| cities as well as keys in the U. S. 
|So far only the Chicago, Chicago, 
among domestic runs, is set, this be- 
ing Oct. 25. 


| Print of the picture was taken to 

Canada last week for special screen- 
ings in Toronto and Ottawa. 

In addition to the Chicago date 

| which has been set, agreement has 


| been reached with Par to play the | 


picture at increased scales in San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, 
Portland, Ore., Kansas City, Mil- 
waukee, Louisville, Youngstown and 
Portland, Me. 


The proceeds of the five-theatre 
world preem of ‘Mounted’ at Re- 
| gina will be turned over to the 
| Royal Canadian Mounted Police to 
| be used for buying field ambulance 
equipment. This decision was 
reached by N. L. Nathanson, presi- 
dent of Famous 
which operates the Regina houses. 


a 


‘Boom Town’ Cues M-G To 


Solo, Tariff-Tilt Other Film 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
As a result of brisk business done 
by ‘Boom Town,’ Metro g 
;out two more pictures as single bills 
at upped admission prices and is 
i scanning the production schedule for 
more films to be distributed under 
the same plan. Ready for early re- 
lease as single features on the ad- 
| vanced price basis are ‘Strike Up the 


is sending 


Players-Canadian 


collaborated on the latter. The two 
| yarns have no similarity, it is said. 

| Decker’s hand at turning a title 
| was demonstrated some months ago, 
'when Republic paid $500 for a maga- 
zine story he wrote merely to use the 


Jabel. It was ‘Sing, Dance, Plenty 
Hot.’ 
Considerable interest from both 


| film and legit producers has been 
levoked by a novel published 
Friday (20). Labeled 
lit is by Nina Fedorova. It won the 
|annual $10,000 prize offered by the 
Atlantic Monthly mag. 


Par After ‘Promised Land’ 
Meridian, Miss., Sept. 24. 

| Hollywood sources, believed to be 
acting for Paramount which has dis- 
played interest in the rights to his 
lrecent book, ‘Oh Promised Land,’ 
|} were trying to get in touch with 
| James Street here last week. 

From this part of the country, 
Street is due in Meridian this week 
‘or next. He is presently at Natchez. 
Miss., on a six months’ job to turn 
out a story about that historic spot. 


Stery Buys 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Columbia purchased ‘The Doctor's 
Husband,’ by Dalton Trumbo. 
Stephens-Lang bought Lee Loeb's 
‘Prodigy.’ 
Arthur T. Horman sold his ‘Oblig- 
| ing Young Lady’ to RKO. 
| Warners acquired ‘The Bride Came 
C.O.D.,’ by Kenneth Earl and M. M. 
Musselman. 
| Ring Lardner. Jr.. and Fritz Roiter 
sold ‘She Was His Boss’ to Metro. 


Other 


| 


Butler Finds Out 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
| ‘Blood Will Tell,’ David Butler's 


disclosed 


Charles O'Neill | 


last | 
‘The Family,’ } 


scheduling of the top features which, 
| it is maintained, has kept many 
| away from the theatres entirely be- 
cause they didn’t want to sit through 
| sub-features in order to see the pic- 
ture in which they were interested, 

RKO officials will watch the re- 
sults of the plan at the 86th care- 
fully as a means of determining fu- 
| ture course. 


GROVER JONES DIES 
IN HOLLYWOOD AT 52 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

Grover Jones, 52, whose career as 
a film writer dates far back into the 
silent picture days, died yesterday 
(Tuesday) in Hollywood following 4 
kidney operation. He had _ been 
j}active up to his final illness six 
weeks ago, rating as one of the in- 
| dustry’s best-known writers. He had 
completed the first draft of Harold 
| Lloyd's “Three Girls and a Gob’ just 
before entering the hospital. 


Jones started in the film industry 
as a creator of art titles in early 
silent days. He later turned to gag 
| Writing for Vitagraph comedies and 
directed more than 100 comedy 
shorts, most of which he wrote him- 
self. Ten years ago he went under 
| contract to Paramount, serving that 
studio as a writer for a number of 
years, 


| He was a prolific contributor to 
| popular periodicals like the Sateve- 
| post, Colliers, etc. Much of his 
scripting was done in collaboration 
with William Slavens McNutt, but 
in later years they worked alone. 


a 


Finale to ‘Sth Column’ 
| Suit by Play Authors 


| Ernest Hemingway, Benjamin 
Glazer and the Theatre Guild, Inc.’s 
suit against Film Alliance of the 
U. S, and the Midtown Theatre 
Corp., ended in N. Y. supreme court 
| yesterday (Tues.) when the defend- 
ants agreed to the entry of a judg- 
; ment against them, perpetually en- 
joining them from the use of the 
| title, “The Fifth Column,” or any 
| derivation of the title. An injunc- 
, tion against the use of the title by 











, . | th ‘ : 
Band,’ the Mickey Rooney-Judy Gar-| next producer-director commitment | € defendants had been granted in 


land co-starrer, and ‘Philadelphia 
| Story,’ toplining Katharine Hepburn. 

W. F. Rodgers, Metro sales chief, is 
arranging heavy selling campaigns 
for ‘Band’ and ‘Philadelphia,’ orig- 
\inally slated for distribulion as part 
of the regular program. Rodgers is 
responsible for the 70° take on 
‘Gone With the Wind’ and the upped 
admissions on ‘Boom Town.’ Special 
| handling of high-budget pictures, he 





of the town’s Avon. New house will | rector and Jules and Phil Epstein are contends. is the only way to over- 


be a 1,000-seater, 


scripting. 


come the shortage of foreign returns. 


| at RKO, is scheduled to start Nov. 1. 
| Picture follows his current RKO 
| job, ‘You'll Find Out,’ which winds 
up its shooting schedule next week. 


JORY CLIFFER HERO 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Victor Jory plays the title role in 
the cliffhanger, ‘The Green Archer,’ 
to be produced by Larry Darmour 
for Columbia release. 
Production starts 
Horne directing. 








Oct. 7, James 


July. 


| Suit charged that the defendants 
/has a¢quired a British film, ‘Spies of 
ithe Air,’ changed its title to ‘Fifth 
| Column Squad,’ and planned to ex- 
|hibit it at the Rialto theatre, N. Y. 


_| Hemingway is the author of a story 


Called ‘The Fifth Column’ which was 
adapted for the stage by Glazer and 
| Presented by the Theatre Guild. It 
| Was claimed that unless the defend- 
ants were prevented from using the 
title, its value for films, estimated at 
$150,000 ‘vould be lost. 
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world famed, But those who know 
the situation say there is much to 
be made if the proper arrangements 
are worked out. In Santa Fe (pop. 
100,000) there is an organization 
known as the Friends of Art which 
helps arrange visits of touring art- 
ists. Rosario, a rich city of 600,000, has 
a group known as El Circulo which 
puts on concerts, arranges art shows 
and conducts conferences. Biaha 
Blanca has a cultural association 
which hires artists for a fixed fee or 
on a combo. 

Rio de Janeiro, the capital and 
eenter of Brazil, is probably best 
known to the U. S. show world be- 
cause of the large number of tour- 
ists who've stopped there. Rio’s 1,800 
seater, the Municipal, is the leading 
hottse there and corresponds to the 
Colon here. It was recently turned 
over to Silvio Piergili, a former or- 
chestral conductor, who will act as 
a kind of preducing director. But 
the municipality must okay every- 
thing. U. S. showmen must bear in 
mind that South American officials 
usually are pretty well up on musi- 
eal and theatre activities, particu- 
larly the former, and often exercise 
a very strong influence one way or 
another on selection of talent. 

Present setup does not provide for 
any permanent orchestra or much of 
a house staff. A ballet is formed for 
special events and dramas are given 
in the house. There are no operettas 
or revues in Rio. 

No Legal Gambling in Argentina 

Films have killed off practically 
all of the legit shows in Rio. The 
big night clubs which cater to the 
visiting firemen and the monied put 
on elaborate floor shows with U. S. 
talent. All operate on gambling 
profits and therefore can afford the 
eash. Argentina does not permit 
legal gambling, save at Mar Del 
Plata, seaside resort, and then only 
in season. 

The Copacabana is 
and most elaborate Rio spot. 
Atlantico and Urca are 


the largest 
The 
on a 





Union Theatres and Hoyts circuit in 
Australia, is planning to leave for 
Sydney early next month. Object of 
trip is understood to be for the pur- 
pose of winding up final details of 
the merger and establishing General 
Theatres as operating corporation to 
handle bookings for the two big 
Aussie circuits, Hoyts is controlled 
by 20th. 

Reported in New York that all 
outstanding differences with Greater 
Union have been settled by Hoyts | 
and 20th-Fox officials. 


Pampas Move To 


Aid Theatre May 
Hit Foreign Acts 


Buenos Aires, Sept. 24. 
Formation recently of the Juna/! 
Argentina De Defensa Del Teatro— | 
(Board of Defense of the Argentine | 
Theatre )—is regarded in some quar- | 
ters as a possible move against the | 
increasing number of U. S. artists | 
coming here. Outfit announced it}! 
would seek government aid for the} 
theatre and some kind of official | 
regulation of show biz. It makes no} 
mention of hurdles for visiting talent. 
But responsible experts here in-| 
formed Variety that move looks 
serious and cited facts to show that 
while at one time visiting architects, 
doctors, lawyers and other profes- 
sionals were as welcome as an SRO 
sign, they now find it almost im- 
possible to meet national require- 
ments. The idea behind it all is that 
the visitors have been taking out 
coin that normally would have gone 
to locals. 


Junta spokesmen stated the theatre 











LONDON CURBS 
PIC PROD. COIN 


London, Sept. 10. 
Pulling no punches, select com- 











ithe disbanding of two large theatri- 
|cal companies in Tsukiji Ward, 
Tokyo, ‘of their own volition.’ 

The two dramatic groups, Shinyo 
Gekidan (New Cooperative Troupe) 
|and the Shin-Tsukiji Dramatic Co., 
|which have been producing ‘plays 
|for the masses’ for a dozen years or 
/more, have had societies all over the 
!country, with over 3,000 backers and 
/important patrons in Tokyo alone. 


H 
| 
| 
j 
} 


mittee on National Expenditures de- | 
livered the old one-two at film sec- | 





formation, turning in a list of recom- 
mendations for future operation that 
leave seemingly no doubt of 


| tion of government's ministry of In- | t C ib H ld 
eo Ws S e 


an 


eventual clampdown on free and_| 


easy methods of erstwhile pic-pro- 
duction group. 

Committee’s report would estab- 
lish a hard and fast program for the 
ministry’s films end, and _ hints 
rather obviously at restrictions cur- 
tailing its powers to give go-aheads 
on projects not strictly economical. 
Smack is interpreted here as aimed 
at ‘49th Parallel,’ costly propaganda 
effort on a government subsidy and 
now in work on exteriors in Canada. 
The info bureau acted on ‘49th’ on 
its own initiative, a move Select 
Committee would now nix by set- 
ting the Treasury or some other de- 
partment as watchdog on the coin 
end. One phrase in the report is 
ringing through the trade on a 
laugh, that the M. of I. ‘should not 
try to discover subjects for commer- 
cial producers to use.’ 


It would seem likely that propa- 
ganda features will in future fill a 


~ Responsible For 
‘Too Much Value 


Plans are being made to begin 
operation in this country by Loet 
Barnstyn, who, before Hitler’s in- 
vasion, was one of the most im- 
portant producers, distributors and 
exhibitors in Holland. Barnstyn 
came to the United States in May on 
;a regular business trip, arriving in 
| New York on the day the Nazi army 


|marched into the Low Countries. 


| 

| Barnstyn declared last week that 
|he has no intention of returning to 
| Holland, although his wife and two 


| married daughters are there. 
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Rio One of Leading §. American ’ ono's British Deal |More Foreign Taxes Threaten | 
(ji e f ° PY P Hollywood, Sept. 24. ° 
Monogram has hooked up with Al- 
ities for American erformer S| iance Films for the distribution of | evente Of AMericai UCs., 
| productions made in England by As- | 
+ | sociated British Pictures Corp. + —— 
. : ‘The Outsider,’ co-starring George na 
afl 4 yiecg — Michalove to Look ~ Sanders and Mary Siecaien, is the Japs Purge 2 Groups Additional tax problem now coms 
: an ‘At . " Into Aussie M ‘first picture under the deal. Second | . — ing up on American pix in all parts 
Outside of — noni ussie erger | is ‘chamber of Mesrave’ with Lee For Socialistic Trend | ot foreign territories remaining in- 
a vast territory t rs i “as 4 0 Dan Michalove, National Theatres | lie Banks and Gina Malo. Tokyo, Sept. 1. | Volves tap on producer’s share of 
and found ay <" y te . executive, who has acted as personal | Purge by police of all Japanese|income. Argentina is a case in 
time draws L r ~ - ar anc) rep of Sidney Kent in negotiations theatrical enterprises in Japan which| point, with United Artists now in 
Jascha Heifetz. rue, ey Fe! looking towards a merger of Greater ‘have socialistic leanings resulted in| litigation there over the question, 


Rep of the Argentine government is 
presently on his way home after 
visit in N. Y. in an attempt to work 
out a formula. 

Each distributing company has a 
subsid corporation in each foreign 
country. Formerly these corpora- 
tions took out their charges and re- 
mitted the remainder of income to 
the home office, paying tax only on 
their share. Now various countries 
aim to levy a nick on the portion 


,| sent to the U. S. 


Finding objections to no avail in 
most cases, distribs are maintaining 
there are production charges to be 
written off this exported coin be- 
fore tax should be levied. Argen- 
tina originally set a sock of 5% of 
50% of the producer’s share as its 
take, UA put up a court fight and 
lost, but is presently appealing. 
Then the Argentine legislature upped 
the tax to 5% of 100% of the pro- 
ducer’s share. Naw UA is seeking to 
work out a formula to get back to 
the original 5% of 50%. 





Japanese Would 
Woo Good Will Of 
Americans Via Pix 





Japanese propaganda, in the form 
of films at rentals low enough to 
undersell Hollywood product, is be- 


He} ing offered as a bait to motion pic» 


_has had occasional letters from them,| ture houses throughout the United 


heavily censored, but 





larger niche on indie producers | all has nO | States. While the Nippon govern- 
schedules if committee’s report is | knowledge of what has happened to/ ment is tightening its restrictions on 
taken up. Idea is for M. of I. to see | his film empire. He is Jewish, American-made films and freezing 
a definite proportion of national; What branch of the industry he! the money of U. S. distributors, the 
value that pics have in the average | will enter in the U. S., the short,| Tokyo boys are putting on a drive 
production list. |rounding, impeccably-dressed film /| to establish a friendly fecling toward 
_magnate hasn’t yet determined. He | Japan yon this side of the Pacific, 
|said he is ‘looking them all over’) and at the same time to make the 
and will soon decide. He intends} customers pay for it. 

going to Hollywood shortly to gander It is an Oriental method of prop- 
the production scene. His brother,! aganda, more ingenious than that of 
| Jack, has been in the VU. S. for a} Adolf Hitler in South America, 





‘Major Barbara’ 


| Filming By Pascal 





par in importance, All play the best,|. . : ° ° |nmumber of years representing him | i i P 

: in Argentina, largest in South § il d B A R d << S pres . where Nazi. propaganda pictures are 

pay U. s. talent in Uz. S. dollars, America, is ‘suffering from non- | ta e y ir al S$ and also : importing and exporting | provided free of charge and, in some 

= y “. — bani +. oon? support...mostly due to the un-| ; film on his own. | cases, are accompanied by financial 
quire e performer to do any). ** : “ee . P : . 

drink-pushing. They charge a mini- justified abandonment of control Delayed cables from Gabriel Pas- | Least likely, Barnstyn believes, is| bonuses to the exhibs who project 


mum of 25 millrays ($1 U. S.), or 
enough for two whiskeys. This is 
just to keep out the riff-raff. The 
Casino Assyrio, located in the base- 
ment of the Municipal theatre, is a 
girl joint which employs no foreign 
talent. 


An indication of what the casinos | 
use can be found in this list of the} 


from high places and the lack of 
stimulus.’ 

Founding members are all af- 
filiated with existing organizations 
but point out in opening statement 
—always termed a ‘manifesto’ here— 
that they believe it their duty to 
obtain aid for the ‘defense and pro- 
|tection and stimulation of the thea- 
tre as a vital and elemental neces- 





ot f , é his entrance into exhibition, which | them. The American campaign is 
pe act ae pire ge Dees _ week he feels has been reduced to a low| handled by H. Manake, managing di- 
§ are Caus- | state in the U. S. by ‘overworked | rector of Asahi Eiga, a distributing 


ing us to get nowhere fast’ on com- | eT ae: . . : 
4 Pe ic : rns »s ther , er- 
pletion of the few remaining se- competition.’ Barnstyn opines there, outfit in Tokyo Offering ente! 


quences of ‘Major Barbara.’ 
| ‘Every time we get the camera and 
players set up and are ready to 


, 


shelters,’ the producer cabled. Ear- 


|are three things wrong with picture| tainment at ‘only a small fraction of 


{retailing in America: 
| 1. Admissions are too low. 


what you are accustomed to pay for 
your films,’ Manake goes on to ex- 


2. Double features and a general| plain, ‘the pictures we furnish are 
shoot, we must race for air raid |tendency to put too much material| not only of travelogs, but also of 


on bills. 


short subjects, cultural and educa- 


: 

current season highlights: Méills| - j rj y s . | ti re selec é re- 

Brothers, Marts Eenet. vite Guisar | sity’ Added that group was being lier -~ Sar enn aati the Staff 3. Bank nights, games and give- | tional. They are selected and pre 

Hollywood Co-Eds (a jitterb tyle| constituted under ‘pressure of a| “&% Cs POGASENNE WhO WAFHME - STONE | ways pared to fit the likings of your peo- 
ywood Co-Eds (a jitterbug-style s and continuing work in sound- | ; | 


dance team), Stan Kavanagh, juggler; 


serious situation of emergency and 





ple, and in the language they would 


; | ‘American theatres are giving too) 

. : ith retending to substitute the proofed rooms, but numerous build- | : | understand. All you have to do is 

Dick, Don and Dinah, knockabout | wit — = S aes of associa-| ings have been hit in the area of ;™Much value for the money, the! nut them through your projector 
comedy outfit. j keen and ample action — | Dutch film man declared, ‘which is | 


, . ; 3 ,.| the Denham studios, about 30 miles : .-- | and watch the thrill on the face of 
5 1 itions already entrusted with the de the ’ 2 | ade : w € 
tte tee ee a h ihnad fense of theatre matters.’ from London, where Pascal is work- | * seh sign there is something! your audience.’ 
N as 4 . * | - - wi ¥ i i S ‘rong. ——_ 
European outfits which usually Idea that group would move ing, and it is no longer safe. In the film industry for more i Ag. fy) 
sounded pretty poor. Hungarian quickly was the advice that it ‘hoped Even so the screaming warnings 30 - - B cant 3 fs d ntil the | 
Cuban o Austri tfit e *|to carry out its activities in promo- | are occasionally being disregarded, ee eee. coe s 4s | VISA DELAY SNARLS 
r ustrian outhts were ’ | Nazi invasion, been United Artists 


panned off as the genuine product. |tion and research to permit a quick 
A group known as the - Singing | solution of all problems and troubles | 


cables reveal, by no less than George | ‘ ; 
‘ rep in Holland from the time of the 
Bernard Shaw, author of the story company’s formation 21 years ago. 


Babies has been touring in South 
America for two years, giving their 
Own version of the Andrews Sisters’ 
type of melody. 





lof the theatre and particularly those 
lof immediate urgency.’ Also stated 
'that cleanup and ‘dignification’ of 
the theatre would be sought. Among 


which Pascal is filming for United 
Artists release. After seeing the 
completed portions of the pic, Shaw 
agreed to appear in a trailer and 


His Filmdistributie handled this 
| proauct, while another outfit which 


past four years has repped Colum- 


he operated, Standaardfilms, for the} 


LAWRENCE, LANGE 


Proposed visits abroad of Lud- 


| wig ‘Laudy’ Lawrence, Metro's Eu- 


| : ® y . . . ; 
Outside of Rie there are several | signers, all big names here, ne speak for it—a large-size concession. bia. Prior to that he had handled| ropean manager, and Fred Lange, 
(Continued on page 52) | Alexander E Beruti, Hector : 7-|He refused to duck into the shelter Vitagraph, Essanay, Edison, Lubin,| Paramount’s managing director in 
a | Quiroga, Nicholas Fregues, UIS' when an air raid alarm sounded Goldwy Metro. Ps: nt. Fox.| Europe, to liquidate business in sev- 
. Acasuso, Eduardo Amo- 4 ; ; ;oldwyn, Metro, aramount, Fox, | 2D 
iRodriguez Acasuso, Edua AAI while he was doing his stint of | eral European countries taken over 


MESSERI’S $6,000 PAY 
SUIT VS. 20TH-FOX FILM 


A suit by Marion Palmer, as as- 
signee of Moe Messeri, formerly gen- 
eral manager in Spain and Portugal 
for 20th Century-Fox Film Corp., 





lroso, Edmundo Guibor, Luis Arata, 
|Samuel Eichelbaum, Roberto Ribelli 
and Enrique Muino 

| _— — — 

| 


'Mull Entertainment 
In Air Raid Shelters 


London, Sept. 10. 


ballyhoo, 

Pascal originally intended coming 
over with the completed negative 
Sept. 1, but some weeks ago post- 
poned this to Nov. 5, which may 
again have to be pushed back 
light of recent attacks. He’s taking 


no chances on having the negative | 
ruined by a bomb, however, as the | 


in | 


Warner and RKO pictures. 





Odeon Takes Over 


4 British Par Theatres’ 


London, Sept. 10. 


Report here indicates the four re- 
maining Paramount houses this side 


j 


] 


by Hitler, have been indefinitely de- 
layed because of inability to get 
visas from either Portugal or Spain. 
Both have their passports and are 
anxious to get started back. 
Lawrence was scheduled to hop 
off from N. Y. by Clipper nearly two 
weeks ago, Lange planning to start 
immediately afterwards, but the de- 


i A, the official government : : : é are due for signing over to Odeon jay is cause : + ips 
a the film company, was re- Pays charge of wartime enter- ogg OT ae — to | chain interests. | Clipper eas dal & tote a 
el yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. tainments, is toying with idea of pro- pete 1 a ae ae oe See | Theatres concerned are in London, | and Spain must be traveled into for 
oan a when Saul E. Rogers, viding entertainments to air-raid é > : shee es | Birmingham, Liverpool and Glas-/| the trip to the continent. 
court _ pollen geen oo = shelter audiences. It is intended to Rigas oe te ee gow, and were not part of the Odeon! Several other majors want to 
20th-Fox. smiss a counterclaim DY| have mobile entertainment units e same day as sent, nave n tak- | takeover of November last. wind up their ‘affairs in Germany, 


Action seeks damages of 
$6,000, claiming failure to pay salary. 

Messeri was receiving one-third of 
his salary in Spain and two-thirds 
was being deposited in a N. Y. bank 


which will visit several shelters each 
night during raids, to entertain and 
keep up the spirits of those forcibly 
confined. Shows will be given free, 
but collection will be made for local | 





ing four days. They are to Marian 





Baldwin, Pascal’s p. a. and biz rep, | 


came to the U. S. about six 
ago. 


who 
weeks 





Japs Favor ‘Stagecoach’ 
Tokyo, Sept. 1. 


Holland, Belgium, part of France 


|} and also Norway now that the Nazi 


government has ordered them to halt 
distribution in these nations. Bulk 





; ae . | of this work likely would be carried 
for him. Whe | The most popular tmported film in|? “~ . 
im. n he returned to the | war fund. % ae ; P ‘ on fr¢ Lisbon ; Vichy 
- S. in May, 1940, complaint alleges,| Meanwhile, theatre queue buskers | MULLEN’s H.0. WB CONFAB Japan so far this year has been 8 LAO GN =e 
€ discovered his salary had not! have beaten ENSA to this idea. Sev- Joseph Mullen, Warner Bros. ‘Stagecoach’ (UA). ‘Stand-in,’ also | 


€n deposited in N. Y. 


since Sep- 
tember, 1939, : 


20th-Fox has entered 


eral of these are now a regular 
| feature at some West End shelters, 


manager for Mexico, arrived in New UA, is the only film released here | 


York Monday (23) for home office 


recently. 


} 


Brenner in N. Y. 


Richard Brenner, Metro's manager 


& general denial, and claims Messeri | where they are garnering good re- confabs. R With the absence of import per- in Chile, arrived in New York Mone 
was employed by its Spanish subsidi- | turns, compensating them for pres- Mullen will be in N. Y. for about mission, local exhibitors are in a day (23) on one of his periodical 
ary and not directly by the company ent lack of theatre queues, two WeekKs. } quanaary | Visits to th } vmeohice? Steal 

, }% ; ¥ ; . 
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A Dispatch From Reuter’s 
‘ Hollywood, Sept. 19. 


Bros. release of Henry Blanke 

Ld ae Stars Edward G. Robinson; 
« Edna Best, Eddie Albert, Albert 
features Directed by William Dieterle. 
pay by Milton Krims, from story 
ory alentine Williams and Wolfgang Wil- 
by dialog director, Jo Graham; asst. di- 


helm; cries 4 Won 
, - Sullivan; camera, James Wong 
Seae: Jae ae Wastes Low. Previewed at 


Warners Hollywood, Sept. 18, 40. Run- 
ning time, a9 MINS. 
Edward G. Robinson 


Julius Reuter..--++++ gy a 
Pi eee.. sesso saveneees Eddie Albert 
a Geller PEE Albert Basserman 
aooe apeageegsiag thes rt Gene Lockhart 
= MagnusS....+eecceseeeoeees Otto Kruger 
Sir Randolph Persham....-...- Nigel Bruce 
Delane....+++eee ere ad eee hh Montagu Love 
rat, | See James Stephenson 
Napoleon Oat. .cwensoeeoes Walter Kingsford 
Bruce CT Port ta David Bruce 
Reuter (as &@ Boy)...sesereeee Dickie Moore 
Max Wagner (as @ |) eee Billy Dawson 
Herbert (age B).ceesceceece Richard Nichols 
Chairman, ....-e secre eeeeees Lumsden Hare 





‘A Dispatch from Reuter’s’ is an- 
other in the series of _histori- 
cal biographies turned out by War- 
ners. With the departure of Paul 
Muni from the studio star list, Ed- 
ward G. Robinson assumes _ the 
vacatec spot to portray the character 
of Julius Reuter, who established the 
first wire news service in the early 
davs of telegraphy a century ago. 

Picture is provided with careful 
production and authentic research of 
the times and customs. Unfolding 
at a leisurely though consistent pace 
it discloses the incidental and dra- 
matic experiences of Reuter over a 
span of 32 years, during which time 
he started a carrier pigeon system 


to beat stagecoach mail; launched a) 


wire newsgathering agency in Lon- 
don; and finally firmly established 
his organization with a reputation 
for speed and accuracy. 

‘Dispatch from Reuter’s’ aims to 
catch attention from audiences in- 
terested in historical subjects, and 
as such will do nominal biz in the 
regular runs. Subject matter is not 
strong enough to hit wide a+edience 
appeal, and picture will need plenty 


‘that are accentuated by expert pho- 
tography. 

Cooper is a wandering cowhand 
who comes before the two-gun judge 
charged with horse-stealing, and con- 
victed by the jury that brings in ver- 
dicts according to the ideas of Bren- 
nan. But the latter is a worshipper 
of actress Lily Langtry, and when 
Cooper professes intimate acquain- 
tance with the lady, sentence is sus- 
pended while the judge gets some 
anecdotes about the beauteous ‘Jer- 
sey Lily.’ 

A strange friendship develops be- 
tween the cantankerous old judge 
and the cowboy. In the midst of the 
battle between the homesteaders and 
the cattlemen, Cooper mediates the 
trouble by convincing the judge to 
declare peace between the factions. 
Then Cooper falls in love with Doris 
Davenport, daughter of a rancher, to 
cement him closer to the settlers. 
But when the fields and homes of the 
ranchers are destroyed by the cattle- 
men on instructions from Brennan, 
Cooper breaks off relations and de- 
'clares he will arrest the judge for 
| murder after getting a deputy sheriff 
badge. Climax finds the two former 
| pals shooting it out in a gaslit thea- 
jtre, the judge finally meeting the 
|famous Lily Langtry backstage be- 
| fore facing the sunset. 
| Main motivation of the plot re- 
volves around the curious relation- 
ship between the judge and the cow- 
boy. Cooper seems to be the only 
one in the picture who is unafraid 
|of the quick-triggered and ruthless 
|dispenser of justice on the Texas 
| Plains. Story highlights major at- 
| tention on the cross-conflict of these 
two characters throughout. It’s a 
| large order especially in a western 





of top proportions, to sustain neces- | 


| one interest and tempo at the fast 
| pace required. The result does not 
, hit the mark required. 

| Cooper provides a satisfactory por- 
trayal of the roaming westerner; al- 
| though he has handled the same type 
of roles many times in the past dec- 
ade. Doris Davenport, a newcomer 
from the extra field, delivers satis- 


of exploitation hypo of continuance | factorily as the rancher’s daughter, 


of a free press and its early sponsor- 
ship by Reuter, to grab added rev- 
enue in the key spots. 

Robinson provides an excellent 
characterization of the resourceful 
Reuter who, time after time, stakes 
everything on his aim to ‘make the 
world smaller by quicker transmis- 
sion of news.’ More relaxed and 
less studious in delivery of lines than 
in his last biographical portrayal, 
‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet,’ Robin- 
delineation of the wire 
pioneer. 


Albert Basserman again highlights | 
with a splendid and human _ per-| 
formance as the kindly friend who 


materially assists Robinson with the 
pigeon post and a romance with 
Edna Best. Miss 


ing associate; 
penny-pinching banker who first 
subscribes to Reuter’s pigeon service, 
Nigel Bruce as the financier of 
Reuter through his struggles; and 
Montagu Love as a newspaper pub- 
lisher. Members of supporting cast 
have been spotted most effectively 
for respective assignments. 


William Dieterle directs in a vein) 


to keep tempo at a steady pace, get- 


ting aid from a good script by 
Milton Krims Photography by 
James Wong Howe is of uniform | 


high standard throughout. Walt. 


THE WESTERNER 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 


United Artists release of Samuel Goldwyn 
Production Stars Gary Cooper; features 
Walter Brennan, Fred Stone, Doris Daven- 
port Directed by William Wyler. Screen- 
play by Jo Swerling and Niven Busch, 
based on original story by Stuart N. Lake; 
camera, Grege Toland; special effects, 
Archie Stout and Paul Eagler; editor, Dan- 
jel Mandell, Previewed at Westwood Vil- 


lage, Sept. 19, °'40. Running time, 97 
MINS. 

Se SORTER. 5 cctieeisackeeans Gary Cooper 
Judge Roy Rean........... Walter Brennan 
Jane Ellen Mathews....... Doris Davenport 
Caliphet Mathews..............-Fred Stone 
ONE sc uadeveavencees Forrest Tucter 
CPREMOMEOORS soc vccivecedseenses Paul Hurst 
SNS caso chs a CaN Se Chill Wilis 
Lily Langtry......ccccccesee.+-lilian Bond 


EE ae Dana Andrews 

.. Charles Halton 
coe LEOVO! 
o% oo cas ones Ce. Bee 

Semmes Lucien Littlefield 

‘The Westerner’ is Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s entry in the present cycle of 
outdoor epics of the western frontier. 
Picture, which has been finished for 
some months, and which figured 
prominently in the Goldwyn-United 
Artists controversy to nab newspa- 
per space around the country, 
should hit a profitable stride in the 


Mort Borrow... 
Shad Wilkins... 
King Evans 
The Stranger 


first runs and roll along through the 


Subsequents to consistently heavy 
traffic, 

Although Gary Cooper is starred, 
Walter Brennan commands major 
attention with a slick characterization 
of Judge Roy Bean, the dispenser of 
law at Vinegaroon——west of the Pe- 
Cos. Supplied with a particularly 


meaty role, in which he takes fullest | 


advantage, Brennan turns in a socko 


Job that does much to hold together 


& not too impressive script. 
ment - cry, of catt'emen’s .resent- 
ent against the m-gration of set- 


tlers to Texas in the post-Civil War | 


ays, is a rather familiar one cine- 
Matically. But Goldwyn has invested 


us version with plenty of produc- | 


tion assets—good cast topped by 
da extended shooting schedule 
nder direction of William Wyler; 
and eye-filling scenic backgrounds 


Best plays the’ 
wife; Eddie Albert is Reuter’s moon- | 
Gene Lockhart the 


Bardette | 


although not having too much to do. 
Fred Stone, Forrest Tucker, Paul 
Hurst, Chill Wills and Lilian Bond 
| provide major supporting roles. 
Picture is up to Goldwyn standard 


| of production excellence, with every 
| technical department contributing its 
| share of top cooperation. 


. i Wyler’s di- 
rection is spotty, although he is able 


| to impress along the way with deft 
| handling of intimate scenes between 


| Cooper and Brennan. 


son delivers an exceptionally fine 
service | 


Walt. 





SKY MURDER 


—_ 

Hollywood, Sept. 18. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Fred- 
erick Stephani production. Stars Walter 
Pidgeon; features Donald Meek, Karen 
Verne, Edward Ashley, Joyce Compton, 
| Tom Conway. Directed by George B. Seitz. 
Ortginal screenplay by William R. Lipman; 
camera, Charies Lawton; editor, Geng 
Ruggiero. Previewed at Fox Wilshire, 
Sept. 17, °40. tunning time, 71 MINS. 


PESO, SOPCN ys 2 0.0 6ineses wees Walter Pidgeon 
IN was. cncCeanweaes Donald Meek 
we rare Ce Karen Verne 
Cortana Grand... ccacccséac Kdward Ashley 
oe a ee re Joyce Compton 
| Andrew Hendon........cec... Tom Conway 
Senator Monrose............George Lessey 
Kathe cccccccccevesocecs DOrothy Tree 
ee rr re Frank Reicher 
i Sheriff Beckwith........... ..--Chill Wills 


Judge Whitmore............. George Watts 


Ss + oGdaweenb end oa sindtes ..Byron Foulger 
| CN <ebddRSReRe te od feues ee William Tannen 
Broek. consetse .++..Milton Parsons 
NS 6 6emebiree 64.540 cheb ba ceeseke Tom Neal 
BPUCKES ccesctotsccscccccess  LACIOS Prival 


ter series. 
modernization with story background 
of digging out fifth columnists, it’s 
unfolded via the old-time ten- 
twent-thirt meller technique of the 
dime novel era, and so outmoded 
that even the kid trade will yawn at 
the proceedings. Picture is a dual 
filler in the secondary houses. 

Carter is called in by a senator in- 
vestigating subversive groups to as- 
sist in rounding up the leaders of a 
fifth column organization. There’s 
the murder of a spy suspect aboard 
an airplane, and continual attempts 
to get Karen Verne out of the way. 
| Carter ncnchalantly anticipates every 
| move of the culprits alors the way, 
and eventually identifies 1d cap- 
| tures the ringleaders in what is an 
| unsurprising finish. 

Unimpressive direction by George 
B. Seitz combines with an ineffectual 
{and dated script to provide impossi- 
ble assignments for the players. 

Walter Pidgeon fails to make much 
of an impression as the master-sleuth, 
while support includes Donald Meek, 
Karen Verne, Edward Ashley, Joyce 
Compton and Tom Conway. At- 
|tempts to generate comedy through 
hawkshaw antics of Meek and Miss 

Compton fail to jell. Walt. 





THE GAY CABALLERO 


Hollywood, Sept. 21. 
20th Century-Fox release of Walter Mo- 
rosco and Ralph Dietrich production. Fea- 
tures Cesar Romero. Directed by Otto 
Brower. Screenplay by Albert Duffy and 
John Larkin. Original story by Walter 
Bullock and Albert Duffy, based on char- 





acter created by William Sydney Porter 
(O. Henry); camera, Fdward Cronjager; 
elitor, Harry Reynolds. Previewed at 
Uptown, Sept. 20, 549. Running time, 
| 58 MINS. 

F Giecd Mids i.scwsecsccnsevees Cesar Romero | 


Sey Tcy © Sheila Ryan 


| Susan Wetherby. 


4 SrewWster....cescccees Robert Sterling | 
Goratt “g eh esebeasqbeetpes Chris-Pin Martin 
Kate Brewster......+-+se+eree Janet Beecher 

| Joe Turner...--.-++++: Edmund MacDonald 
Carmelita....ceserccccces Jacqueline Dalya 
George Wetherby........+-- Montague Shaw 
Sheriff McBride........+.+- Hooper Atchley 


The Cisco Kid continues his Robin 
Hoodian adventures along the south- 


mummy stumbling around in the 
background and various assorted 


Miniature Reviews 





he mutters, ‘There are a lotta strange 
things around here that need ex- 
plaining.’ He’s so right. Hobe. 


‘A Dispatch From Reuter's’ 
(WB). Fine production of his- 
torical biography. Class picture 
for nominal biz, best in big keys. 

‘The Westerner’ (Goldwyn- 
UA). Gary Cooper and Walter 
Brennan lift weak story to good 
b.o. rating. 








I Can’t Give You Anything 
But Love, Baby 


(WITH SONGS) 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 


: . Scere a an; lapted by) 
columnists. Filler for the duals. Screenplay, Arthur T. Horman; adapte rv 


Cisco Kid rides again for the ac- 
tion and juve trade. 


Frank Skinner, 
viewed at Strand, Brooklyn, dual. week of 
Sept. 19, ‘40. Running time, 61 MINS, 





‘Golden Trail’ (Mono). Mild 
Tex Ritter; gold-rusher instead 
of cattle rustlers. 


‘Kid from Santa Fe’ (Mono). 


film has is in the title number, ren- 
dered ever so briefly. ‘I Can’t Give 
You Anything But Love, Baby,’ 
which was a Jimmy McHugh-Doro- 
thy Fields hit some years back, must 
Stereotyped hossplay with Jack be credited with being one of the 
Randall. ongees film ny ever, and it is 

‘ " ore \sillily immersed in a mass of attempt- 

Crooks Tour’ (British). Spotty {eq “comedy trivia dealing with 
espionage comedy, okay for na- | gangsterdom and songwriting. It’ll 
tive Britishers, but n. g. for the even have trouble on the duals. It’s 
States, 


one of a series of films by Universal 
‘The Living Corpse’ (French). 


with hit tunes as titles. 
One of the last films made be- 


oe . Rogell has done as well 
os a : a 
fore the Nazi invasion; absorbing ‘ine . oe son we 
but over-deliberate drama. 


recting, but the basic yarn of a gang- 
ster with a yen for lyric-writing— 
‘An Adventure of Salvator | 2nd who kidnaps a young ) sar saree 
> ‘ : a collaborative effor at’s in- 
Rosa (Italian). Italo version of tended to serve as a ‘message’ to a 
native Robin Hood; strong fare | jong-lost sweetheart—is much too 
for Italian language theatres. ridiculous for even a wide stretch of 
| the imagination. 











| along familiar lines of the series. As 


|} and juve trade, it will satisfy with 





|!from nefarious 


Although picture gets | 


| viction. 


west border in a story which grooves | the lead role of the yeggman, though 
he does as well as the role could pos- 
dual supporter for the action houses | sibly call for, playing it for its full 
comedy values. The rest are fair, 
its content of gunplay and wild rid-| with the part of Jessie Ralph, 
ing. Crawford’s mother and mentor of 
As usual, Cisco rides into the dis- | gangsterism, being stretched too far 
trict with sidekick, Chris-Pin Mar-| beyond the realm of credulity. John- 
tin, to find a grave marked with his|ny Downs, the songwriter; ‘Warren 
name. Deciding to stick around and Hymer, Crawford’s rival ‘public ene- 
find out what’s going on, he dis-:™y’; Peggy Moran, impressing solely 
covers enough plot to step in to pro- | With her looks, and Gertrude Michael 
tect a pretty girl and her father | are others featured. 
deeds. Although 
Cisco frequently runs into the drawn I Married Adventure 
guns of the villainous plotters and| . 
Columbia release of Osa Johnson produc- 
Directed by and stars Osa Johnson, 


the sheriff, both he and the audience | ,,.° 
| know that he will eventually turn | based on her book of same name. Narra- 
bE Ey 
nd, as usual, © Reappy bed man | sean, Che, Ser negli 
rides away for future ieciskanen. nse Mie ee 

| Romero is in the familiar role of | 
| Cisco, never losing his composure in 
| the darkest situations. Chris-Pin 
| Martin continues as his Mexican 
stooge, while Sheila Ryan is the girl 
in this instance. Edmund MacDon-/| by Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson 
ald is the familiar moustached vil-| throughout the Years, with some 
lain, aided by conniving skulldug- | freshly-shot scenes, mainly depicting 
gery by Janet Beecher. Otto Brower | the Johnsons when Martin was alive, 
generates sufficient action in the) to tie the picture together. In ad- 
script to somewhat overcome the fa- | dition to reviving old negative, which 
miliar yarn. Walt. | had wide circulation, it is dated, 
| tiresome and often amateurish. The 


| THE MUMMY’S HAND | — prospects are highly doubt- 


3 ‘ - 4 ron. 
Universal release of ten Pivar produc- | Pa... ee 1 leg al 
tion. Features Dick Foran, Peggy Moran, | o SUS r- 
| Wallace Ford, Cecil Kellaway, Eduardo 2,000,000 feet of film exposed by the 
cenaneds, ae paws. Tagn syiee. Di- | Johnsons on trips to the South Seas 
ec Lec y 1 y sanne. rigina story, ; ; j > = 
Griffin Jay; screenplay, wiffin Jay and | 2nd Africa. . Highlights of the nu 
Maxwell Shane; camera, Elwood Bredell. | merous safaris have been chosen but, 
; At Rialto, N. Y., Sept. 19, '40. Running, as strung together, even though con- 
— 67 MINS. | tinuity is maintained, the result is 








‘I Married Adventure’ is a com- 
posite reissue of matter culled from 
various expeditionary films, made 
for commercial purposes principally, 





PVG “Tes 40.0 6004068645005 Dick Foran | 


villains creeping through the scenery, | 


‘Sky Murder’ (M-G). Another duction. Features Broderick Crawford, | 

; : — Peggy Moran, Johnny Downs, Gertrude 
unrnysterious Nick Carter mur- Michael, Warren Hymer, John Sutton, 
der yarn woven around fifth Jessie Ralph. Directed by Albert S. Rogell. 


Paul Gerard Smith; musical _ director, 
’ Charles Previn; camera, Elwood Bredell; | 
‘The Gay Caballero (20th). songs, Jimmy McHugh, Dorothy Fields, 


Paul Gerard Smith. Ke-| 


‘The Mummy’s Hand’ (U). In- Sonny McGana...,..... Broderick Crawford 
teri hill LAnGR COPTOU. «0000800000 ebES Peggy Moran 
erior chiller. tO. GUMUNOEs 0555 cscuwest vad Johnny Downs 

© Cas Give You Anything . | Es,zort toute.......::.....Wamee: tees | 
But Love, Baby’ (U). Title tune Magda Delys..... ee ae Gertrude Michael 
‘ $ » ee OE ee Jessie Ralph 
is all that this film has. It isn’t Us cas ouared cada ee nee Horace MacMahon 
enough. TS Per ee Dewey Robinson 

ep POPUL CTT re ore XM < ] 

‘I Married Adventure’ (Col). | joe. UU Sitamine Odea 
Sketchy biog of the Martin | Anmic. «« veseeceeeeesereeeeeee neem LeGon | 
Johnsons, largely shots from MEEOGS ..4 ast 5 exe eens teyeenee Virginia Sale 
previous pix. Dubious b.o. The only distinction which this 


Broderick Crawford is wasted in| 


| GOLDEN TRAIL 


(WITH SONGS) 

Monogram release of Ed Finney produc 
tion. Stars Tex Ritter. Directed by A 
Herman, Screenplay, Roland Lynch, Rob- 
ert Emmett, Roger Merton; camera, Marcel 


le Picard; editor, Robert Golden. Re- 
viewed Sept. 20, °'40, Colonial, Lincoln, 
dual. Running time: 53 MINS, 





Guest 
| Moran 
Alsace 

el” SOT TTT TrCTrT?. =-@;y. 
CEs o0%éb en be ..... Warner Richmond 

| UMJUN. .. cc ccccccvcsccccccccess Eddie Dean 
DP Pan 664 bas obese eee ee Forrest Taylor 





‘Golden Trail’ is only a _ slight 
| deviation for Tex Ritter; he’s chas- 
ing a vein of gold now rather than 
cattle. Other than that, it’s a film of 
his usual kind—slow, strained of 
| song, forced in most of its action, 
and generally lightweight in all de- 
ertments. 

Ritter, with Slim Andrews, in for 
| comedy and gadgeted musical novel- 
ties, are faced with a murderous 
crew of claim-jumpers, who only 
kill after they’re sure a prospector 
| has made a strike. Outlaws are in 
league with the county clerk, who, 
| for a cut in the profits, forges signa- 
tures to approved bills of sale, pre- 
| dated so as to clear time of death. 
On some of the cases, gunmen 
| bungled, and these men, with Ritter, 
| ultimately join forces to clean out 
| the gang. 

Songs, as is customary with Ritter, 
are plentiful. They are ‘Gold Is 
| Where You Find It,’ by Ritter and 
| Frank Harford; ‘Donohue’s Done It 
Again,’ by Jack Frost, and ‘They’re 
Hanving Pappy Early in the Morn- 
ing,’ by Johnny Lange and Lew Por- 
ter. There’s also an arrangement of 
the oldie, ‘Clementine.’ 

From audience reaction to the 
Ritter gallopers in the hinterlands, 
it appears Slim Andrews should be 
turned loose for more of his tent- 
rep learned musical didoes. Evi- 
|}dently the guy is being held in 
| check, for no apparent reason, be- 
| cause the opus staggers around kill- 
| ing time. Art. 





|The Kid From Santa Fe 


Monogram release of Harry S. 
duction. Stars Jack Randall. Directed by 
| Raymond S. Johnson. Screenplay by Carl 

Krusada, Camera, Edward A. Kull and 
| William Hyer; editor, Robert Golden. At 


Webb pro- 





| Central, N. Y., dual, week Sept. 18, ’40. 
| Running time, 48 MINS. 

go eS ee eee ere Jack Randall 
| MN Tes ib oor 04 00 2 caves Clarene Curtis 











Re eee Forrest Taylor 
Millie Logan....... ..Claire Rochelle 
ce. vere rre T Tom London 
2 eee George Cheseboro 
Chester. Oc eeecregeccocceses Dave O'Brien 
Momry TAMORs .66ccecdaiecss Jimmy Aubrey 
SOG CMP Rss ccvrcitorsaes Kenneth Duncan 
ROOTS. s cebcecccdacendéanses’ Carl Mathews 
err ars ere a. 


‘The Kid From Santa Fe’ is the 
western stereotype stripped right 
| down to the mare’s bare back. Even 
|the running time got nipped in the 
economy wave. It’s only 48 minutes. 
That must tip it off for the triple- 
| feature galleries. 
| Screenplay was probably run off 


‘by Carl Krusada on his portable 
typewriter while galloping down to 
his office one morning. Or mebbe he 


didn’t even write it down, just re- 
membered it. It starts with Forrest 
Taylor, playing the sheriff (there’s 
always a sheriff), asking Jack Ran- 
dall, the Santa Fe Kid (these sheriffs 
are bums, they always need help), 
to assist him in a special job of cap- 
turing smugglers (don’t ask of what, 
but whatever it is it comes in big 
sacks at some times and small pack- 
ages at others, at the convenience of 
the plot). 

By the simple process (for hoss 
heroes) of getting shot, falling down 
a 50-foot embankment and dropping 


MEG BUIIDs oc cet bes Rawbess Peggy Moran | sketchy and often repetitious. into a river without showing the 
go re eee ee Wallace Ford | Since the Johnsons broke new slightest need of repair—let Krusada 
| The High eg TCE Mduardo Ciannelli| trails in the making of adventure | explain that—Randall discovers that 
ag yD? rir. S DACAAR oo Reng pictures of the wilds much of a Tom London is the heavy. It takes 
| Dr. EE, 2 cake ya cal ‘harles Trowbridge } similar nature has gone through the about 1,000 feet of Monograms cellu- 
| The Mummy......-++++..0++2--5 Tom Tyler | booth machines of the country, with loid to tie up London and his gang. 
in bo 00 tenet Ohm > 6-9. a Arno | the result a distinct sameness has Whereupon Randall _ has nothing 
f TPRIAE, oko vconecsstess tens oT oster 


had the effect of staling this type of more to do than walk off with the 


PORT COMGE? v0.0.0 + seercseen .++-Harry Stubbs P * oes j 
| Tazaar Owner...............Michael Mark | film entertainment, However, some | sheriff's daughter, Clarene Curtis, 
| GIrh. see eeee cece ee eeererneees Mara Tartar | of the sequences made by the John-'! whom he has loved all the time and 
SES abhbbiat obo 8 nbd itd wee 4a -.+-Leon Belasco 


sons On their numerous trips into ab- 
| original country still pack a thrill. 


| . ' _ | For instance, the time about 10 years 
|_,With at least a nod at its Boris age when Osa Johnson shot a charg- 


Karloff picture of seven years ago, ing rhino at close distance and the 
‘The Mumm y,, Universal has whipped | scene in which natives spear a mad- 
|up another little pseudo-chiller for | gened lion to death. Lighter mo- 
the same trade. It's calling this one | ments also serve to lessen the general 

The Mummy's Hand’ and it’s trans-/ tedium, such as the frantic efforts 

parently just a road company edi- | made by two African pygmies to light 

tion. This time the embalmed menace a cigar. : 

is played by Tom Tyler, It’s all Picture opens on Chapter I of Mrs. 
| strictly for the lesser duals. Johnson's book, telling of their mar- 

Picture is muddled in the writing ' riage and cuts to their first adven- 

and clumsy in the production. Story | ture, a trip to Borneo. It goes back 
|jumps around without apparent rea-| now and then to subsequent chap- 
{son, with flashbacks to ancient Egypt | ters to give the picture some bio- 
'and floundering between slapstick | graphical background and includes 
and eerie melodramatics. And, ap-| enacted scenes with Mrs. Johnson 
|parently with the idea of throwing! and an un-named artist playing the 
(the creeps into the audience, the} late Martin Johnson with his back 
‘sequences taking place in the ex-| to the camera as a means of carrying 
/ecavations into early Egyptian re-' out the idea of the book. These stu- 
|mains are shown in grcen-tinted film. | dio sequences, though brief, are more 
| Actual yarn about a couple of Rover | for the Johnson album than for cash 
| Boy archaeologists who team up with | customers at the b.o. 

a trouping magician from Brooklyn,| The narration is over-dramatic and 
_with the latter’s daughter as the the tendency of Jim Bannon, off- 
| heart interest, is formula stuff. | screen spieler, is to exaggerate the 

Direction and photography are action as well as the life of the John- 
bush league. Acting varies from vio- | sons as it concerned their adven- 
(lent mugging to smooth under-play- tures with camera and gun. Don 
ing, with Cecil Kellaway, as the Clark and Albert Duffy, who wrote 
sleight-of-hand performer, and Wal- | the speech track, have over-empha- 
lace Ford, as the subordimate archae- | sized the language to the point where 
ologist, the only ones achieving con- | it sounds like a campaign speech. 

Ford gives the tipoff on the! Generally the quality of the film 
picture when, with jackals howling | is excellent and the editing, by Ralph 
in the sound track, the revived’ Dixon, satisfactory. Char. 


peeenrenpas 


vice versa. 

Randall, who is in his third year 
of doing a double act with a hoss for 
Mono, is a sour-pussed hero. The 
horse smiles after all. But then he’s 
a guy who doesn’t even bleed when 
he’s shot. Rest of the cast is stand- 
ard B-western. That includes the 
two femmes, Miss Curtis and Claire 
Rochelle, while Jimmy Aubrey, as a 
broken-down prospector, has the 
most perfect Hahvahd accent that’s 
ever been miscast. Herb. 


- CROOKS TOUR 


| (BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Sept. 3. 


| Anglo-American Film release of Joha 
Corfield-British National production. Feae 
tures Basil Radford, Naunton Wayne Die 
rected by John Baxter. S« reenplay, John 
Watt, Max Kester; camera, James Wilson. 
At Phoenix theatre, London. Running 
time: 80 MINS, 

wy lal, eee eee rrr ere eee ee ee 
Caldicott 
La Palermo.... 


3asil Radford 


| 


ceatibins Greta Gynt 





LT MOUs éiccescececes Charles Oliver 
NOG . 6050635500080 0008 Gordon Mcleod 
UIE: 6 06S kee SCE ODOR EES COCR EEM Abraham Sofaer 
eer rer Bernard Rebel 
i SPAT rere rrr. ete Cyril Gardiner 
Edith Charters.......¢ecsceee+,--Noel Hood 


| Around the three-quarter mark 
| ‘Crooks Tour’ begins to show signs 
of the promise its story material 
actually holds. Properly developed, 
here’s a hokum tale of espionage 


| (Continued on page 18) 
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Broadening 107, Tax Base to 21c 
Means Additional $2,000,000 to US. 








. Washington, Sept. 24. 

Lower-bracket film houses appear 
to be worth around $2,000,000 to 
Uncle Sam—for admission tax pur- 
poses. Broadening of the base of 
the 10% bite, which became ef- 
fective July 1 when the starting 
point of the levy was moved down 
from 4lc to 2lc, swelled the treas- 
ury’s take by approximately ‘that 
amount. 

While some of the rise may be due 
to general business pickup, the first 
collection figures since the emer- 
gency war scale was imposed in 
order to raise Federal revenue for 
defense purposes indicate that the 
hundreds of neighborhood = and 
downtown second run _ theatres 


handle about the same volume of 
business as the deluxe palaces with 
the carriage trade. 


In August, the U. S. Treasury 
pocketed $4,407,097 from the levy on 
ducats for all forms of commercial- 
ized entertainment. This was $2,016,- 
166 more than ever raked in before 
from this source. Maximum sum re- 
corded in the past was $2,390,931 paid 
to the Government in March this 
year. More significantly, the take 
has touched or topped the $2,000,000 
level only seven times since the 
rates first were hiked back in 1932. 


There is no proof that the im- 
mense increase comes from the 
nabes and second-runs but tax ex- 
perts cannot think up any other 
important type of amusement which 
would yield such a sum. (Break- 
down on the branches of the amuse- 
ment business is made up only for 
the annyal report of the Internal 
Revenue Bureau, out around the 
end of the year). It is well known, 
however, that a high percentage of 
the grab comes from film boxoffices 
and there is no untapped source of 
substantial proportions except the 
picture houses which originally had | 
scales below the starting point. 

As a result of the stiffer levy, 
the Government’s collections in Au- 
gust mounted $2,893,629 over the 
prior month and were $2,756,935 fat- | 
ter than the take for the same} 
month of the preceding year. Bring- | 
ing the running total for eight | 
months to $17,225,087, which is 
nearly as much as the treasury pock- | 
eted in 11 months last year. Be- | 
cause of the jump, the eight-month | 
figure for 1940 is $5,021,145 ahead of 
1939, 


Impact of the tougher tax is em- 
phasized most by comparison with 
what the United States got from 
amusements during the darkest de- 
pression days. The August grab was 
more than the total collections in the 
first quarter (January-March) in| 
1933, 1934, 1935 or 1936. | 

| 


RESERVE DECISION IN 
SUIT VS. ELECTRICS 


An application to dismiss a con- 
Solidated stockholder suit against 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., Inc., Western Electric, Electrical 
Research Products, Inc., Westing- 
house Electric, and Victor Talking 
Machine Co., resulted in a reserved 
decision Friday (20) py N. Y. 
supreme court Justice Bernard L. 
Schientag. The application was 
brought after futile attempts to set- 
tle the action since last May. 

Suit Seeks alleged damages of 
$270,000,000, with a $10,000,000 loss 
being charged to RCA's investment 
in RKO, and the balance in purchase 
of alleged worthless patents from | 
Westinghouse, and the electric com- |! 
Panies. Losses through investments 
In Victor end the charges. Some 20) 
Odd officers and directors of RCA| 
are also named and asked to account. | 
Dismissal was sought on grounds 
of failure to state a cause of action, 
— an attempt was made to invoke | 
he statute of limitations. 











Old West Goes Modern 


0 Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
, r. western street on the Repub- 
“wha S Scene of many a six-gun 
dicate. o) Setting its face lifted, in-| 

lcating a more modern trend in 
Outdoor yarns. 


Ancient barrooms 
eate 





and weather- 
rs n shacks are being replaced by 
Ore up-to-date structures. 


las 20%. 


Bigger Corral for Sherman 


Hollywood, Sept. ‘24. 

Harry Sherman required so much 
more room for his hoss dramas that 
he had to move from his cramped 
quarters at General Service to the 
B. P. Schulberg studio, where he 
will produce an expanded program, 
including five features in addition to 
the regular quota of Hopalong Cas- 
sidys. 

Bill Boyd’s ‘Hopalongs’ go back 
into production next week when 
‘Doomed Caravan’ starts galloping 
again, 





a“ 


Wis. Theatre Labor 
Switches; Seeks More 
Coin as B. 0. Biz Ups 


Milwaukee, Sept. 24. 

Pickup in business in local thea- 
tres during the past few weeks as 
the result of industrial plants boom- 
ing with war orders has evidently 
caused a change of heart on the part 
of Milwaukee members of the Wis- 
consin State Association of Stage 
Employes and Projectionists who at 
their annual convention in Janes- 
ville, Wis., only a month ago de- 
cided to permit wage scales and 
working conditions to remain ‘as is.’ 
Now they want more money. 

Harry Perlewitz, business mana- 
ger of the Independent Theatre Pro- 
tective Association of Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan, as well as individ- 
ual members of the organization, 
have been notified in a virtual ulti- 
matum that adjustments must be 
made by Oct. 6, or else. Both pro- 
jectionists and maintenance em- 
ployes are involved. 

With many of the houses, particu- 
larly the nabes, struggling for exist- 











ence this past year, the unions some 
months ago granted relief to many 
of them, reducing wages 12% to 
15% and in a few instances as much 
Now that there’s a little 
activity at the boxoffices again, the 
unions want things restored to their 
former status in some cases, and a 
liti®e bit besides in others. 

Busy with preparations for their 
own annual state convention at the 
Hotel Schroeder here on Wednesday 
and Thursday of this week (25-26) 
the indie ops have thus far been 
unable to get together with the 
union chiefs, who evidently are stall- 
ing until the llth hour to force a 
favorable settlement. 


NEW CO-TRUSTEE SET 





FOR FOX THEATRES) 





Leopold Porrino is now co-trustee 
of the assets of Fox Theatres Corp., 
under a plan of liquidation of the 
company, replacing Milton C. Weis- 
man, resigned. Federal judge Samuel 


appointment of Porrino Friday (20), | 
and he was immediately bonded for 








Consent Decree 








Continued from page 5 





five companies, 

It is probable, therefore, that the | 
amended anti-trust complaint against | 
the three distributors will be greatly 
simplified from the original appli- 
cation, The conspiracy section will 
be eliminated entirely and the action 
predicated exclusively on the charge 
that blockbooking and blind-selling, 
as currently practiced by Columbia 
and Universal, constitute a violation | 


of the anti-trust laws. Some modi- 
fication of the charge will be de- 
vised in the complaint against United 
Artists, which acts as the distribut- 
ing agency for independent pro- 
ducers. 

Opposition to the five picture 
group selling plan continues a topic 
in exhibition circles. It is likely 
that the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America will make for- 
mal protest to Judge Goddard when 
he holds a bearing on the decree. 
Independent theatre groups also are 
expected to voice objections and 
plead for some form of cancellation 
of pictures in the new selling regu- 
lations. 


Pending the Oct. 7 hearing on the 
consent decree, efforts are being 
made to revise the Balaban & Katz- 
Paramount consent decree so that it 
will conform to the settlement 
agreement now under consideration 
in the U. S. suit against the major 
producer-distributors. The Govern- 
ment has on file a suit against B&K- 
Par for violation of the 1932 con- 
sent decree alleging monopoly in 
the Chicago territory. A _ similar 
suit stands against Fox-West Coast 
under the consent decree reached in 


‘15-20c House Ups to 40c for Weekly 
Epping tegrege Bingo Night; Distribs Now Squawk 


For Film Rental Based on 40c Gross 





. 


‘Caravan’ Moves On 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

‘Doomed Caravan,’ halted four 
months ago by Bill Boyd’s broken 
leg, goes back into production this 
week, with Harry Sherman supervis- 
ing work on the Paramount lot and 
location shooting postponed to coin- 
cide with the new schedule. 

‘Caravan’ and four other Hopalong 
Cassidys will be pushed rapidly to 
meet the current Y€léasing dates. 
While the Cassidys were held up, 
Sherman completed ‘Cherokee Strip’ 
and ‘The Roundup.’ 








Patron Wins in Court 
On Auto Contest; 507, 
Thereof Awarded Him 


Milwaukee, Sept. 24. 


Gustav Collatz, who brought suit 
against the Fox Wisconsin Amuse- 
ment Corp. when a competitor was 
awarded a motor car as prize in a 
history quiz at the Varsity theatre, 
won his prize—$391—in the circuit 
court quiz held before Judge Charles 
L. Aarons. 


After listening to an involved ar- 
ray of evidence, the court held that 
the theatre competition should have 
been a draw, and on this basis Col- 








that case and no doubt it will also 


latz was awarded cash for half the 


be made to conform to the agree- | value of the automobile which sells 
ment in the case against the ma- | at $782. 


jors. 


Independent exhibitor 
sources say they and affiliated chain 
interests are not yet through and 
may be forced to give much added 
time from Oct. 7 on in active efforts 
to obtain modification of the consent 
plan, especially so far as selling in 
blocks of five without cancellation 
are concerned. 





Not ‘Unreasonable’ 
Washington, Sept. 24. 


No course of action in the Federal 
anti-trust suit has been decided yet, 
except that the Justice Department 
is not going to try and get major 
producer-distributor defendants 
give in to what are considered in 
official circles ‘unreasonable’ de- 
mands of certain exhibitor groups. 


With most of those directly con- 
cerned in pressing or settling 
New York complaint away 
their desks, little has developed in 
the last two weeks. 
the exhib crowd have ended and no 
more huddles are in prospect: Fol- 
lowing the field day in Assistant At- 
torney General Thurman Arnold’s 


| office nearly a month ago, the status 


| defending companies 


| gested charfBes in the tentative draft 


Mandelbaum in N. Y. approved the | ous attention. 


$25,000 by the Casualty Insurance Co. | 


Weisman and Kenneth P. Stein- | 
reich were appointed trustees in| 
liquidation by former judge Martin | 


T. Manton in 1939. Weisman re-| 
signed last week 

Fox Theatres Corp. was under 
Weisman’s supervision as trustee for 
several years after it filed a bank- 
ruptcy petition, but assets of over 


$35,000,000 had dwindled to less than 
$100,000 and liquidation was decided 
upon as the best course. 








|in charge of 


quo has not changed. No conces- 
sions have been sought from the 
and no sug- 


The proposed con- 
sent decree is unaltered, according 
to departmental sources. 


At the moment, most of the nego- 


tiators are on the road. Prof. Arnold | 


is on the West Coast trying to gen- 
erate momentum behind other Sher- 
man act investigations; Abe Feller, 
consent decrees, is 
away, and principal assistants of the 


anti-trust division head are either 
vacationing or attending to other 
business, 

So far the Justice Department 


bosses have not decided even about 
their maneuvers when the case is 
called again next month. Despite 


| indications the proposed decree may 


He’ll Know Whodunit | 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


be offered with a suggestion that the 
N. Y. federal court hear views of 


| the disgruntled parties, there is no | 


, | 
Ellery Queen started his career as} assurance at this stage that the pros- 


a screen sleuth yesterday 


(Mon.) | ecuting force will not show up ready | 


with Larry Darmour rolling the first! to go ahead with the trial on the | 


for Columbia release. 
Kurt Neumann directs and Ralph 
Bellamy plays the detective role. 





VIDOR’S ‘N. Y. TOWN’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 





Charles Vidor moved in as direc- 


tor of ‘New York Town,’ co-star- | Lubin as pilot. 


ring Fred MacMurray and Mary 
Martin at Paramount. 


Mitchell Leisen, previously signed | Melvyn 


for the spot, is busy directing ‘I 


Wanted Wings.’ 


'assignment in 


'of the series, ‘John Braun’s Body,’| ground that negotiations were futile. | 





‘DOCKS’ LEADS SET 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. | 

Irene Hervey and Burgess Mere- 
dith hold the top spots in Universal’s | 
‘San Francisco Docks,’ with Arthur.’ 
Following ‘Docks,’ Meredith has an | 
the Merle Oberon- | 
Douglas co-starrer to be) 
United Artists by 


produced for 
Ernst Lubitsch. 


leader | 


the | 
from | 


Confabs with | 





|| Chesterfield Cigs. 








/erans in the film business really 


New bingo angle gaining preva- 
lence in upstate New York houses is 
providing a dilemma (for dis- 
tributors and may land in court. 
Difficulty arises from the practice of 
a group of promoters who take over 
a house completely for one night or 
more a week and install a bingo 
game in addition to the picture 
which the theatre happens to be 
playing. 

Under the scheme, the promoters 
pay the house operator a flat sum, 
out of which he must pay film rental 
and other standard expenses. Bingo 
guys, however, offer several hundred 
dollars or more to winners of the 
game and take all receipts from the 
b.o. They also raise admission of 
15c and 20c houses to 40c for the 
game night. 


Distribs maintain that their pic- 
ture rental percentage is based on 
the total gross and that they should 
be paid off on the basis of the 40c 
admish. House ops claim that all 
they are entitled to is a payoff on 
the basis of the original 15c or 20c 
tap. Addition of the heavy bingo 
prizes is the only thing that enables 
them to get away with the upped 
tariff, they declare, and so the dis- 
tribs are not entitled to a divvy on 
the difference. 

United Artists is now seeking a 
solution on the question in Syracuse, 
where Mitchell Fitzer rented his 
Rivoli to a group of the giveaway 
operators. He received a flat fee of 
$125 from them. ‘Rebecca’ was the 
|picture at the time. 


Church Vs. Bingo 


Milwaukee, Sept. 24. 
William B. Rubin, legal rep for the 
churchmen’s' organization, pleaded 
|before Court Commissioner Charles 
|A. Orth with Charles W. Trampe, 
| film distributor and theatre op. to 
drop his action against the American 





|}aroused because they charge that | Lutheran Assn. for sponsoring bingo 


! 
| 
___Continued from page 5 
| 
| 
| 


non-industry advertisers 


jartery, theatre operations. 
| tions are 


newspaper’ business 





show plan, 
Five Phases 


Thus far, 
| phases of screen advertising: 
| (1) There’s the enterprise to make 

free show (present project). 

| (2) This is one where a film is 
| made, deals are made to show it in 
regularly operated theatres, being 
either furnished gratis or the ex- 
hibitor is paid a price to run it at 
regular admish fees, 


tribution non-theatrically. 

| (4) Situation where commercial 
|plugs are sneaked into feature pic- 
tures and included as a presentation 
by the producer. This often calls for 
|tieups such as with ‘Union Pacific,’ 
‘Wells Fargo,’ ‘Thomas Edison,’ etc. 
|The producer gets no extra coin but 


|advertising help from the company | 


(3) Production of a film and dis- 


want toj]on the ground that he (Trampe) was 
{horn into the industry via the vital| meddling with the 
Indica-| ments of the plain people. 
that both radio and the | 
would have|opposed to bingo, but that authori- 
plenty to say about the present free ties had discriminated against the 


lowly amuse- 


Trampe refused, saying he wasn’t 


|theatres in halting bank nights, yet 
permitting other organizations to run 


there have been five! bingo games, and he wanted some 


|fairness shown. Thus the battle goes 
on, even though the state supreme 


to | pictures, rent a theatre and stage a court has outlawed the bingo games. 


| What theatre men see as retalia- 
tion for their successful effort in 
having the Wisconsin supreme court 
outlaw bingo was the filing in cir- 
cuit court here of a suit to enjoin 
the Variety Club, showmen’s char- 
itable and social organization, from 
permitting gambling in its quarters 
|! in the Schroeder hotel. Action was 
brought by Arthur T. Nodorft, as a 
| citizen, against the Variety Club and 
Charles W. Trampe, Monogram dis- 
tributor, head of Film Service, Inc., 
and himself an exhibitor, front man 
for the theatre interests in their fight 
against bingo. 





or institution mentioned by name or | 


| via the story, and usually considera- 
| tion from the industrial firm in aid 
on the locale. 


| vertising quickie short running one 

to two minutes on the screen. 
Majority of showmen in the busi- 

ness claim that these are listed in the 


order of their threat to the industry 
with No. 1 holding the most hazards 
because it hurts the exhibitor, dis- 
tributor and producer. Many c&- 
tend it short-circuits the whole dis- 
tribution setup, by taking away val- 


uable playing time. Also by tearing 
down the good will-and prestige a 
theatre holds and which has taken 
years to develop by the worthwhile 
exhibitor. 


Benchley’s Ist 3 for Par 


Scheduled to make six shorts for 





| Paramount for the 1940-41 season, | 
in New | 
York Friday (20) to prepare for the | 


Robert Benchley arrived 


first, to be shot at the Par Astoria, 
L. L, studio during the coming two 
weeks. Scripts on two additionals, to 
be turned out immediately, are also 
Set. 

After finishing the three shorts, 


Benchley will return to Hollywood. | 


Later on he will come back east to 
make the other three under the 


| contract. 


(5) Then there’s the outright ad- | 


JAGGER BACK TO FILM 
CHORE, 20TH’S ‘W.U’ 





Dean Jagger planed back to the 
Coast last Saturday (21) right after 
his appearance on the Kate Smith 
program in an adaptation from 
‘Brigham Young,’ 20th-Fox picture 


in which he plays the title part. Was 
due to remain in Hollywood only a 
few hours before flying to Utah to 
go into the cast of ‘Western Union’ 
for the same studio. 

Actor, who clicked on Broadway 
two seasons ago in ‘Missouri Legend’ 
and appeared last season in ‘Every- 
where I Roam,’ has no immediate 
plans for returning to the stage. 
Contract with 20th calls for 40 
/ weeks a year, so he couldn't take a 
| Broadway offer except with studio 
| permission. 


| 





POLITICO NEWSREELERS 
James Rend, former Paramount 
| newsreel contact man, is now with 
|} the Republican national committee 
as newsreel advance operator. Allyn 
| Butterfield ,formerly editor on Pathe 
News, heads the G.O.P. newsreel die 
vision in the presidential campaign. 

Robert Collier, another Paramount 
News man, has joined the newsreel 
department of the National Defense 


‘ 
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CROOKS TOUR 





affording a load orf worthwhile com- 
edy, but a top-heavy script and lax 
direction see opening reels treated 
hit-and-miss. It will probably rate 
over here on its billing and previous 
work of stellar trio. In the U 5S. its 
chances are poor. 

Yarn was originally on the air as 
a serial and still bears signs of that 
scripting standard. Basil Radford 
and Naunton Wayne team again as 
the perennial English tourists landed 
in a spy affair and snared by a war- 
bler in a cabaret. Girl is tied up 
with Nazi bunch, but is, underneath, 
for the Union Jack all the time. 

Radford and Wayne have done 
better work in this style of thing. 
Greta Gynt plays the spy role for 
all it holds, being up against a tough 
assignment. Helps pic over bumps 
with her looks. 

Production is adequate; editing on 
footage and incorporated newsreel 
clips is jerky and obvious. 


THE LIVING CORPSE 


(FRENCH MADE) 


Alliance 
Gaby Morlay. Di- 
Adapted by 
Robert, from 





Juno release of 
Stars Victor Franchen, 
rected by Marcel IL.’ Herbier. 
Marcel L’ Herbier and T. H. 
Leo Tolstoy drama; music, Jean Wiener; 
camera, A. Thirard; choreography, Serge 
Lifar. At 55th St, playhouse, N. Y., week 


Sept. 21, '40. Running time, 82 MINS, 

Fedor Andreiev..........+++ Victor Francen 
ih, OT «6660066060006 40% Gaby Morlay 
SN | 5.00 0. 08.0500eeeseess vien eee ® Signoret 
Serge Rostel.ovcsecesssees Georges Rigaud 
Macha........eeeeee.++:Madeleine Robinson 
Ballerina..ccccsccesssecce se Me Slavenska 


(In French; with English Titles) 


Apparently made not long before 
the Nazi invasion, this French pic- 
ture version of Tolstoy’s drama is a 
curious mixture of flavors. Story, 
locale and characters are all pure 
Russian, but the dialog is in French 
and there is a pervading French air 
about it. Film has a solid story, but 
is somewhat ponderous and long for 
the U. S. market. 

In the familiar Tolstoy style of 
grim morality, the triangle yarn 
shows the inevitable tragedy that 
ensues when a wife is at least spir- 
itually unfaithful. In this case her 
husband, a public prosecutor, sus- 
pects she loves a younger man and, 
to leave them free, attempts suicide. 
He is believed dead, but is rescued 
and, his identity unknown, joins the 
army. Ultimately the wife and her 
admirer become engaged, but she is 



































WEEK Rev. -_ 
OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R. T. 
RELEASE Var. ; _ 
/ 8/7. BLONDIE HAS SERVANT (Col) CP. Singleton-A. Lake 
7/26/40 8/21 BOYS OF THE CITY (Mono) M_ East Side Kids 63 
7/31 GOLD RUSH MAISIE (M-G) Cc A, Sothern-L, Bowman-V, Weidler 82 
6/26 UNTAMED (Par) RD R. Milland-P. Morisen-A. Tamiroff 82 
8/21 STAGE TO CHINO (RKO) Ww G. O’Brien-V. Vale 51 
7/17 MILLIONAIRES IN PRISON (RKO) ML, Tracy-L. Hayes-V. Vale 63 
7/17 YOU’RE NOT SO TOUGH (U) M _ Dead End Kids—N. Grey 7m 
/ “IN QUESTION (Col CB. Aherne-R. Hayworth-G. Ford 78 
8 2, 40 710 PRIDE IN I UEESUDICE (M-G) RD G. Garson-L. Olivier-M. Boland 117 
8/28 GOLDEN GLOVES (Par) M_ R, Denning-J. Cagney-R. Paige 69 
8/7 THE SEA RAIDER (Par) D  H. Wilcoxon-C, Landis-O. Stevens 76 
QUEEN OF DESTINY (RKO) RD A. Neagie-A. Walbrook 
7/17 THE MAN I MARRIED (20th) RD J. Bennett-F. Lederer ; 76 
7/24 RANGER AND THE LADY (Rep) WR. Rogers-G. Hayes-J. Wells 59 
8/14 SOUTH TO KARANGA (U) = RD C., Bickford-J. Craig-L. Desti 59 
/ 8/14. THE SECRET SEVEN (Col) MB. Bennett-F. Bright 62 
8, 9/40 8/7 I LOVE YOU AGAIN (M-G) CD W. Powell-M, Loy-F. McHugh 
8/7 DOOMED TO DIE (Mono) M B. Karloff-M. Reynolds 47 
7/10 CHAMBER OF HORRORS (Mono) M iL. Banks-L. Palmer-G. Malo 85 
8/21 ONE CROWDED NIGHT (RKO) M B. Seward-D, Costello-W. Haade 67 
GIRL FROM AVENUE A (20th) CD J. Withers-K. Taylor-K, Aldridge 71 
7/10 STREET OF MEMORIES (20th) RD J. McGuire-L. Roberts 71 
8/7 CAPTAIN CAUTION (UA) D Vz. Mature-L. Platt-B. Cabot Ra 
7/17 BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (U) MU A, Jones-M. Raye-J. Penner 72 
8/7 SING, DANCE, PLENTY HOT (Rep) MU R, Terry-J. Downs-B. Allen 712 
8/28 RIVER’S END (WB) M_ODz« Morgan-E. Earl-V. Jory 69 
8/28 THE DURANGO KID (Col) Ws C,, Starrett-L. Walters 64 
8/16/40 8/21 GOLDEN FLEECING (M-G) CD iL. Ayres-R, Johnson-V. Grey 
8/21 LAUGHING AT DANGER (Mono) MF. Darro-J. Hodges-G. Huston 61 
8/14 COMIN’ ROUND THE MOUNTAIN (Par) Cc CB. Burns-U. Merkel-P. Berrett 62 
9/4 STRANGER ON THIRD FLOOR (RKO) D~ P. Lorre-J. McGuire-M. Tallichet 67 
7/24 RAMPARTS WE WATCH (REO) D March of Time production 85 
8/14 RETURN OF FRANK JAMES (20th) D UH. Fonda-A. Leeds-J. Cooper 92 
8/28 FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT (UA) RD J. McCrea-L. Day-H. Marshall 119 
6/12 ALL THIS, HEAVEN TOO (WB) DB. Davis-C. Boyer-B. O'Neill 140 
8/23/40 8/14 HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST (Col) CD Mz. Dougias-L. Young-U. O’Connor 86 
MISSING PEOPLE (Mono) DW. Fyffe-L, Harding-K. Walsh 
ARIZONA FRONTIER (Mono) WT. Ritter-S. Andrews-E. Finley 
RANGE BUSTERS (Mono) W sR. Corrigan-J. King-L. Walters 53 
7/24. THE GREAT McGINTY (Par) COB. Donlevy-M. Angelus-A. Tamiroff 81 
8/21 LUCKY PARTNERS (RKO) C G. Rogers-R. Colman-F. Wray 98 
8/14 PIER 13 (20th) DL, Bari-L. Nolan-J. Valerie 67 
7/24 THE SEA HAWK (WB) DE. Flynn-B. Marshal!-C. Rains 127 
8 /30/40 9/18 PEPPERS IN TROUBLE (Col) CE, Fellows-D. Peterson-R. Sinclair 63 
ia iti QUEEN OF THE YUKON (Mono) DC. Bickford-I. Rich 63 
8/7 BOOM TOWN (M-G) D C. Gable-S. Tracy-C. Colbert 117 
7/17 YOUNG PEOPLE (20th) cD S. Temple-J. Oakie-C. Greenwood 177 
8/21 RHYTHM ON THE RIVER (Par) Cc B. Crosby-M. Martin-B. Rathbone 92 
8/28 BANCE GIRL, DANCE (RKO) D M, O’Hara-L. Hayward-L., Ball 88 
8/7 THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (WB) M_ G. Raft-A, Sheridan-H. Bogart 93 
OKLAHOMA RENEGADES (Rep) Ws sR.z. Livingston-R, Hatton-D. Renaldo 
8/28 KIT CARSON (UA) w L. Bari-J. Hall 95 
9/6 /40 LIFE WITH HENRY (Par) Cc J. Cooper-L. Ernst-E, Bracken 
il CHAN AT WAX MUSEUM (20th) MS. Toler-S, Yung-J. Valerie 
8/7 FUGITIVE FROM PRISON CAMP (Col) M  d4J. Holt-M. Marsh 58 
9/4 DR. KILDARE GOES HOME (M-G) RD iL. Ayres-L. Barrymore-L, Day 18 
UP IN AIR (Mono) M  *F. Darro-M. Moreland 61 
WHO IS GUILTY? (Mono) M B. Lyon-B. Blair 
9/4 ARGENTINE NIGHTS (U) MU Ritz Bros.-Andrews Sisters 72 
8/21 RIDE, TENDERFOOT, RIDE (Rep) Ww G. Autry-S. Burnette-J .Storye 66 
8/28 MEN AGAINST THE SKY (RKO) RD R, Dix-K. Taylor-W. Barrie 73 
CALLING ALL HUSBANDS (WB) Cc G. Tobias-L. Fairbanks-E. Truex 61 
9/13/40 9/4 HOWARDS OF VIRGINIA (Col) DC. Grant-M. Scott 115 
‘ ’ 9/11 WYOMING (M-G) W i W. Beery-L. Carillo-A, Rutherford 84 
THE APE (Mono) M Boris Karloff 
9/4 I WANT A DIVORCE (Par) D J. Blondell-D. Powell-G. Dickson 91 
9/11 GIRL FROM HAVANA (Rep) RD OD. O’Keefe-C. Carleton-V. Jory 69 
9/18 DREAMING OUT LOUND (RKO) Cc Lum and Abner-F, Langford 81 
8/28 PUBLIC DEB No. 1 (20th) Cc G. Murphy-B. Joyce-E. Maxwell 70 
9/11 HIRED WIFE (U) CDK, Russell-B, Aherne-R, Benchley 95 
LEATHER PUSHERS (U) Cc R. Arlen-A. Devine-A. Allwyn 
9/11 NO TIME FOR COMEDY (WB) Cc J. Stewart-R. Russell-C. Ruggles 98 
9/20/40 | WIZARD OF DEATH (Col) MB. Karloff-E. Keyes 
, 9/18 STRIKE UP THE BAND (M-G) MU M. Rooney-J. Garland-J. Preisser 115 
THAT GANG OF MINE (Mono) M B. Jordan-L. Gorcey 
; THIEF OF BAGDAD(UA) DC. Veidt-Sabu-J. Duprez 
} TRIPLE JUSTICE(RKO) Ww G.O’Brien-Y. Vale 
9/4 COLORADO (Rep) W sR. Rogers-G. Hayes-P. Moore 57 
4 YESTERDAY’S HEROES (20th) CDR. Sterling-J. Rogers-R. Gleason 60 
9/25 MUMMY’S HAND (U) M D. Foran-P. Moran-W. Ford 65 
RAGTIME COWBOY JOE (U0) w ~J.M.Brown-N. O’Day-F. Knight 
25 THE WESTERNER (UA) w G. Cooper-W. Brennan 97 
9/11 CITY FOR CONQUEST (WB) D J. Cagney-A. Sheridan-F, Craven 105 
§ /27/40 ANGELS OVER BROADWAY (Col) D  D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Hayworth 
/ / 8/7 HAUNTED HONEYMOON (M-G) D .R. Montgomery-C. Cummings 99 
9/25 SKY MURDER (M-G) M R. Johnson-W. Pidgeon 71 
9/11 RANGERS OF FORTUNE (Par) D F, MacMurray-P. Morison 719 
I’M STILL ALIVE (RKO) RD _séi&K.. Taylor-L. Hayes-R. Morgan 70 
KNEW WHAT THEY WANTED (RKO) cD C, Laughton-C. Lombard-W. Gargan 
8/28 BRIGHAM YOUNG (20th) RD T. Power-L. Darnell-D, Jagger 112 
SPRING PARADE (U) MU D. Durbin-R. Cummings-M. Auer 
EAST OF THE RIVER (WB) M J. Garfield-B. Marshall-M. Rambeau 
DRUMS OF THE DESERT (Mono) M L. Gray-R. Byrd 
9/18 UNDER TEXAS SKIES (Rep) Ww A. Mesquiteers-L. Ranson 57 
10/4/40 | SO YOU WON’T TALK (Col) C J. E. Brown-F. Robinson | 
he DULCY (M-G) Cc A. Sothern-I. Hunter-B. Burke 
| OLE SWIMMIN’ HOLE (Mono) Cc M. M. Jones-J. Moran 
| QUARTERBACK (Par) CD W. Morris-V. Dale-A. Mowbray 
| 7/24 VILLAIN STILL PURSUED HER (RKO) Cc A, Loiuse-R. Cromwell-H. Herbert 66 
WAGON TRAIN (RKO) w T. Holt-M. O’Driscoll-R. Whitley 
9/25 GAY CABALLERO (20th) Ww C. Romero-S. Ryan 58 
| DIAMOND FRONTIER (U) M V. McLaglen-A. Nagel-J. Loder 
KNUTE ROCKNE—ALL AMERICAN (WB) DP. O’Brien-G. Page-R. Reagan 
10, 11/40 | THIRD FINGER, LEFT HAND (M-G) cD M. Loy-M. Douglas 
. YOU’RE OUT OF LUCK (Mono) Cc F. Darro 
MOON OVER BURMA (Par) D D. Lamour-P. Foster-D. Nolan 
MELODY AND MOONLIGHT (Rep) CD J. Downs-J. Frazee-V. Vague 
FRONTIER VENGEANCE (Rep) w D. Barry-B. Moran 
TOO MANY GIRLS (RKO) MU __ L.Ball-R. Carlson-A. Miller 
8/21 GREAT PROFILE (20th) D J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 79 
LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN (U) CD’ G, Jean-H. Herbert-N. Grey 
FATHER IS A PRINCE (WB) C  G. Mitchell-L. Patrick-J, Litel 
10/18/40 NOBODY’S CHILDREN (Col) DE. Fellows-L. Wilson-B. Lee 
é ESCAPE (M-G) D WN. Shearer-R,. Tayler-Nazimova 
PARSONS OF DEVIL’S GAP (Mono) Ww T. Ritter 
9/18 CHRISTMAS IN JULY (Par) cD D. Powell-E. Drew 66 
NIGHT TRAIN (20th) M MM. Lockwoed-R. Harrison 
9/18 LADDIE (RKO) D T. Holt-S. Byington-V. Gilmore 69 
SLIGHTLY TEMPTED (U) Cc H. Herbert-P. Moran-J. Downs 60 
9/25 DISPATCH FROM REUTERS (WB) DE .Robinson-E. Best-O. Kruger ° 89 
10/25 /40 GIRLS UNDER 21 (Cel) DOP. Kelly-R. Hudson 
. HULLABALOO (M-G) MU _F. Morgan-B. Burke-V. Grey 
PHANTOM OF CHINATOWN (Mono) DK. Luke 
CHEROKEE STRIP (Par) WR. Dix.V. Jory-F. Rice 
YOU’LL FIND OUT (RKO) MU K. Kyser-H. Parrish-P. Lorre 
YOUNG BILL HICKOK (Rep) Ws sRz«. Rogers-G. Hayes-J. Wells 
DOWN ARGENTINE WAY (20th) MU OD. Ameche-B. Grable-C, Miranda 
SEVEN SINNERS (U) RD M. Dietrich-J. Wayne-M. Auer 
SON OF MONTE CRISTO (UA) dD L. Hayward-J. Bennett-G. Sanders 
TUGBOAT ANNIE SAILS AGAIN (WB) C M. Rambeau-A. Hale-J, Wyman 


accused of having murdered her hus- 
band and is finally cleared when he 
appears at the trial. In the typical 
Tolstoy ending, she begs him to stay 
| with her, but he refuses and she is 
shown in the fadeout vowing to wait 
for his extremely uncertain return. 
Although the situations are logical- 
ly developed and the characters are | 
plausible, the story is too deliberate. 
| The direction varies, some of the 
|} scenes revealing a perceptive sense 
of drama and suspense, others being 
obvious or forced. Both stars give 
eloquent performances, Victor Fran- 





production. 








;}cen giving an impression of close- 
j}reined emotion as the husband and | 
|Gaby Morlay doing equally well in| 
|the even more difiicult part of the | 
wife. Signoret is authentically | 
nosey as the assistant prosecutor and 
Georges Rigaud is properly intense | 
as the young admirer, Madeleine | 


| 
! 
} 
} 
| 





| Robinson is a beauteous gypsy. Mia | 
|Slavenska’s ballet is ineffectually | 
| photographed. Hobe, 
picid ceaasens 


‘An Adventure of Salvator 


Rosa 


(‘Un’Avventura di Salvator Rosa’ 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 





| Esperia Film release of Stella production. 
| Features Gino Cervi. Directed by Alessan- | 
idro Blasetti Story by Ugo Scotti Berni; 
| dialog by Giuseppe Zucea; music, Ales- | 
sandro Cicognini; orchestra, Pietro Sasseli; | 
camera, Ugo Scoiti Berni At Cinecitta, | 
|N. ¥., week Sept. 19, ‘40. Running time, | 
197 MINS } 
| Salvator "toga Gino Cervi 
} TTT TT eee Luisa Ferida 
Isabella of Torniano....... Rina Morelli 
|Count Lamberto.......... Osvaldo Valenti 
| Giovanni 966 2eeees Ugo Cesari | 
BS a Umberto Sacripante | 
Another peasant Paolo Stoppa | 
| The Capiain COKOCEOOSeL= Cario Duse 
} i” Bee ..Enzo Biliotti 


(In Italian; with English Titles) 

This cinematic version of Italy’s 
Robin Hood contains more than the 
expected share of entertainment. 
Film represents long strides towards 
palatable screen fare from Il Duce’s 
film capital. Rates highly on the list 
of Italian productions made available 
to foreign language houses in this 
country. 

Plot has a smattering of ‘Prisoner 
of Zenda,’ but sticks mainly to the 
Italian Robin Hood fable. Italo pro- 
ducers frame their story about a 
masked knight, named Formica, who 
aids the poor people and brings some 
of the landed gentry and feudal roy- 
alty down to earth. Time of yarn is 
back in the 17th century shortly after 
the ill-fated Neapolitan revolution. 

Director Alessandro Blasetti 
shrewdly has focused interest on a 
single adventure of Salvator Rosa. 
Script has him imitating the fabled | 








|}hero in breaking up what looms as 


| 
' 
an unhappy marriage between the 


| but recently was dropped by 
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vain, youthful Duchess Isabella, and 
a money-seeking Count Lamberto 
while simultaneously winning the 
peasant’s fight to gain water rights, 
Salvator character manages to 
keep two love affairs running, the 
one with the duchess, to win victory 
for the peasantry, and the other, sim- 
ply because he’s intrigued by the 
voluptuous peasant beauty. 


There are several hotcha love 
scenes of the type which US. films 
now eschew; also a surprise is the 
deftness with which the foreign pro- 
ducers have handled the dual role of 
Salvator Rosa, who is identified in 
the plot as Formica, ‘Robin Hood.’ 
They are not so successful in the 
slapsticky climax when the royal 
army is bested by the peasantry, be- 
cause it’s too involved to follow. 


~ Gino Cervi is tops as the spaghetti 
Robin Hood. His verve is reminis- 
cent of the late Douglas Fairbanks’ 
vigorous screen antics. Luisa Ferida 
makes the peasant lass a pash figure, 
but otherwise she’s too plump on 
American standards. Rina Morello 
is convincing as the flighty little 
duchess, and Osvaldo Valenti, as the 
count, is competent. Wear. 
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closed shop agreement by the Screen 
Office Employes Guild. 
Extra Earnings Rise 

Central Casting Corp. has reported 
an increase in earnings of extras of 
$80,000 during August. This tilt, 
however, was offset by a decrease 
of 64c in the average daily wage for 
the month. Officials stated this was 
due to the large number of $5.50 
calls placed by studios. Earnings 
for the first eight months this year 
though are still $382,597 behind the 
same period in 1939. Central @ast- 
ing has estimated that the total de- 
crease for the year may run nearly 
$1,000,000. 

The Screen Actors Guild has sus- 
pended two extras in its drive to 
eliminate ‘goon squads’ in the extra 
ranks and stop attacks on casting 
directors at Central Casting Corp. 
The SAG investigation was started 
after Howard R. Philbrick, Central's 
general manager, had complained to 
the Guild that several of his direc. 
tors had been threatened with physi- 
cal violence by extras demanding 


| work, 


Jack Gordon, recently acquitted 
on a Brooklyn murder charge, drew 
a six months’ suspension and pro- 
bation for one year. Mike Morelli 
was given two months’ suspension 
and probation for one year. Neither 
will be permitted to accept work in 
the motion picture business during 
their terms of suspension. 

The National Labor’ Relations 
Board has ordered an industry-wide 
election of Studio Scenic Artists 
Sept. 26 and 27 to designate a col- 
lective bargaining representative. 
Any artist who was employed for 
six hours each during any 12 con- 
secutive months between April 1, 
1939, and Aug. 31, 1940, will be eli- 
gible to vote. The artists will be 
asked to designate whether they 
prefer to be represented by the 
Scenic Artists Association, Inc., or 
— Moving Picture Painters Local 
44, 


Lew C. G. Blix, former 
tional representative here 


interna- 
for the 


| International Alliance of Theatrical 


Stage Employees, has been employed 
as labor director of the Roosevelt 
Campaign fer Reelection. Blix for 
more than 10 years was executive 
secretary of Technicians Local 
the 
IATSE when its general offices on 
the Coast were closed. 
Writer-Producer Peace 

The proposed short-term agree- 
ment between the Producers and the 
Screen Writers Guild is expected to 
be closed within the next 10 days. 
An accord has been reached on most 
of the major points, and attorneys 
for the two groups are now trying 
to agree on the legal phraseology to 
be incorporated in the contract. 
Prexy Y. Frank Freeman, of the 
Producers Association, is directing 
negotiations for the major compa- 
nies, with prexy Sheridan Gibney 
leading the writer negotiators. 

The Screen Publicists Guild has 
made a tentative deal to sell its pub- 
licity bureau and clients to Blake 
McVeagh, who recently resigned as 
head planter for the Warners prais- 
ery. The bureau formerly was 
headed by Gabe Yorke, who quit to 
accept the job of publicity directo 
for Samuel Goldwyn. 
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Listen to BEN SHLYEN of Box Office! 


“That there is a new order in this business was very plainly made evident at the Paramount sales meeting held in 
Kansas City last week. One of the primary reasons for the meeting was to determine the policy under which ‘NORTH 
WEST MOUNTED POLICE,’ the DeMille production, was to be handled; whether it was an attraction that merited higher 
admission prices in its exhibitions. To determine this, the picture was sneak-previewed before a regular theatre audience 


and before the assemblage of district sales managers, division managers, home office and studio executives and - 
district field exploitation men. S 


The audience reaction and the judgment of the men who direct the sales and merchandising of the picture was a 
to be the guiding factor. The decision reached was that the picture merited higher admission scales in all of its show- 


ings—BUT, this policy was to be recommended to exhibitors; they alone were to decide what would best suit their ee 
individual situations. i 


Aware that hiking admission prices on outstanding films is at the moment a controversial subject within the trade, | 
it is this writer’s opinion, nevertheless, that exhibitors will do well to consider Paramount's recommendations along this 3 
line for ‘NORTH WEST MOUNTED POLICE.’ This picture has name values, high production quality, entertainment for the 
masses fo sell. In fact, it has enough good values to stand alone on single billing, even in double-feature situations. 


Asked if Paramount planned to extend the higher admissions recommendation to other big pictures on its program, 
Neil Agnew, vice-president and general sales manager, replied, ‘We are not judging our pictures in advance. We ae 
will await the finished product and apply to it whatever policy its merits deserve.’ That, too, represents a changed 
order from the pre-labeling of a quality tag and pre-designating a sales or exhibition policy such as has been known e 
in the not-too-distant past. | 


Being in Kansas City we were privileged to see most of the pictures screened for the Paramount executives. Two, 
‘NORTH WEST MOUNTED POLICE’ and ‘ARISE MY LOVE,’ we saw with the theatre audiences. The others, | 
‘CHRISTMAS IN JULY,’ ‘THE WORLD IN FLAMES’ and ‘LOVE THY NEIGHBOR’ were seen in projection-room 
style without the audience. The latter two were uncut versions; the last not even a complete film. But there was ample 
from which to observe both merit and boxoffice possibilities. 


Incidentally Paramount has a triple-threat value in Preston Sturges, who serves as writer, director and producer. 
, : He’s the fellow who did the triple chore on ‘THE GREAT McGINTY’. He does a superb job on ‘CHRISTMAS IN JULY,’ 
a down-to-earth comedy-drama that has a master-touch of appeal to all classes. 





What we saw served as a mighty good indication that 
Paramount production is definitely on the upbeat. This ——— — 
should be good news to everyone, because it is on good 
pictures that the industry will continue to go forward.” 
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the government. To make the indict- 
ment specific: 

There isn’t a single United States 
Senator or member of the House of 
Representatives who makes the wel- 
fare of the amusement business his 
particular problem, or extends to it 
the full weight of his personal in- 
fluence. This is a sorry situation, 
but it is, unfortunately, the truth. 

The Federal Theatre Project of 
WPA went down without the slight- 
est real effort to save it. The ad- 
mirable work of the motion picture 
division was distorted and assailed 


at the Capital, and was denied a | 


penny of further appropriation, 
largely because no responsible legis- 
lative voice pointed out its ad- 
vantages. The Neely bill has been a 
recurring nuisance for more than 10 
years and, at the last House hear- 


Plenty Wrong With Pix 
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that the collective audience for mo- 
tion pictures, and news of stars and 
‘dominant personalities of the indus- 
try, equals at least if it does not sur- 
| pass, that for sports, professional and 
‘amateur. Certainly on the numeri- 
‘eal chart which shows 54,000,000 
|weekly attendance at pictures (fig- 
'ures of the Gallup poll prepared for 
producer Samuel Goldwyn on double 
features) it is doubtful whether at- 
tendance on all sports, professional 
'and amateur, participating and non- 
participating, attains such imposing 
representation. 
| Or, breaking it down to any given 
‘community or area, the collective 
‘film audience for first run and 
| neighborhood theatres, will be far 
| greater than that for both commer- 
'cial and participating sport. 

On this hypothesis the motion pic- 


ings in April, only Representative ture industry has a right to ask for 


Costello—from the Hollywood dis- 
trict—appeared as a member of Con- 
gress to say a good word in behalf 
of producers and distributors. 


D. C. Antipathy Old Stuff 


Now this is not a new situation. 
The antipathy on Capitol Hill to the 


amusement business has been exist- | 


ent for a long time, and the informed 
are well aware that the reasons be- 
hind much of this unfriendliness is 
both insidious and un-American. It 
cropped out in the long delay be- 
fore George M. Cohan was awarded 
his medal for ‘Over There’; it is 
partly to blame for the futile at- 
tempts to wipe the ridiculous child 


newspaper consideration that will 
‘bring the comparative allocation of 
space for amusements closer to the 
daily level of sports coverage. But 
entirely apart from the standpoint 
of reader interest there is the added 
argument that sports, national and 
local, is not a profitable classification 
in any newspaper. Furthermore, the 
practice has grown up whereby pro- 
fessional sport secures its promotion 
without regard to the newspaper 
business office. Without any inten- 
tion to upset newspaper administra- 
tion and management, it appears that 
the organized motion picture indus- 
try is within its rights in calling to 


«that the potential newspaper audi- 


labor law from the statute books in 
Washington; time and again restric- 
tive legislation directed towards 
theatre operation in Washington has 
been defeated only because ocal 
managers used their powers of per- 
suasion. 

Congressman Lamberton’s cam- 
paign to purge the Actors Equity is 
but another manifestation of this 
feeling. 

The truth is that the amusement 
industry lacks one real champion in 
either the Senate or the House. No 
other business, of similar magnitude 
and importance, is left so completely 
to its own resources in the halls of 
Government. 

In the broader field of national 
economy, and tax legislation, which 
directly affects the heart of the in- 
dustry—its box office—there exists 
the same indifference, indecision and 
timidity. The theatre is taxed close 
to death, and, unless it makes a last 
gasp, will continue to carry a dis- | 
proportionate share of the burden, 
because no influential Congressional 
voice is heard shouting: ‘Here, stop 
right now. You will defeat the very 
purpose for which taxation was de- 
vised, to raise revenues. There is a 
ceiling, and a limit which theatre- 
goers and movie patrons will pay 
without grumbling, and you are 
close to that extreme. Don’t kill | 
off theatre attendance and hit US. | 
Treasury receipts by fixing an 
amusement tax that evolves into a 
boycott.’ 

Pix Biz Needs a Lobby 

Those who contend that this im- 
plies the absence of an effective 
lobby at Washington would be well 
within the truth. The word ‘lobby- 
ist’ has come to have an ominous 
meaning, but every organized busi- 
ness with interstate affiliations has 
some representative here to look 
after its interests. 
ply either corruption, or an unholy 
influence, but an informed agency to 

















and fair tax legislation. You may | 
argue until you are black in the face 
that it is undesirable for afty busi- | 

ess to be the ally of politics. Yet, 
the truth remains, most government | 
is politics, and will always be un- | 
der our system of party rule. 

These are political times, and | 
those who are against the existing 
order, are generally challenged to 
point out how they would improve 
things, and to chart reform. There- 
fore I beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing platform, aimed not so much 
at correcting evils, as to inject a 
stimulating influence that will arouse 
the business from its lethargy. 

Parity with Sports 

In the general allocation of news- | 
paper space and department cover- 
age, tradition and custom have made 
it a national journalistic practice to 
rate sports linage above amuse- 
ments. The theory of this balance is 





} 


ence for sports news is far in excess 
of those interesied in motion pic- 
tures, the stage or personalities in 
the entertainment world. 

There has been—so far as the rec- | 
ords go—no organized effort to show | 





That doesn’t im- | 


the attention of the American News- 
paper Publishers Association, and 
other affiliated organizations of the 
Fourth Estate, the unfairness of this 
discrimination. 

The amusement industry, nation- 
ally and locally, pays a sustaining | 
rate in all papers which it employs | 
for the exploitation and sale of its 
product. Generally it pays the high- 
est linage rate of any classification 
in the average newspaper. 


Professional Sports 


In the realm of professional sport 
—palticularly baseball, football and 
racing—newspaper practice has been 
and is, to regard and treat these out- 
door amusements as non-profitable 
departments. If publishers feel that 
Publie interest compels them to pro- 
mote and sustain these professional 
sports which attract seasonal audi- 
ences running into the hundreds of 
thousands, generally attracted 
through free newspaper space, it is 
not the province of the motion pic- 
ture industry to pioneer for reform. 


These professional outdoor attrac- 
tions, however, do constitute a rival 
for the motion picture boxoffice, and 
the industry seems to be well within 
the realm of reasonable objection in 
asking for something approaching 
parity in both space and considera- 
tion. Professional football, for in- 
stance, is a 100% commercial insti- 
tution. Unlike the college competi- 
tion, it has neither local pride nor 
non-profit argument as a factor in 
claiming preferential treatment by 
newspapers. Like professional box- 
ing, it seems to assume that this 
purely manufactured interest entitles 
it to a free ride, and it gets it. 


In asking for newspaper coopera- 
tion and theatre tieups, the organ- 
ized theatre and the amusement in- 
dustry has invariably operated upon 
the theory that such publicity and 
reading space carries an obligation 
ito support and sustain the advertis- 
ling columns. 








in the competition for its 
share of the amusement dollar, the 
industry should feel that it is both 
right and fair in asking that others, 
in the business of providing public 
entertainment, be compelled to meet 
the same standard of newspaper sup- 
port fixed for motion pictures and 
theatre operation. 


Motion Picture National Polls 


The organized industry has been 
singularly lax in keeping a finger 
upon the pulse of its collective audi- 
ence. It contacts through its thou- 
sands of boxoffices in operating thea- 
tres an audience of many millions 
weekly. 

With a properly organized depart- 
ment of research and public rela- 
tions, it seems to one that it ought to 
be possible to canvas at regular in- 
tervals the theatres of the country, 
large and small, on_ popularity 
trends and star value. 

The trade papers, and especially 
the annual poll of exhibitors on box- 
office favorites, arouse national in-4 
terest that must be reflected in a 
stimulated boxoffice. Commendable 


There can be, and is! 


: 2 thas : - /no complaint on this accepted cus- 
assist Congress in writing intelligent |to>m But 


[ by motion picture critics, reader in- 
terest could be further captured by 
lan annual national poll in which all 
| film-goers could participate. 
The ‘Motion Pictures Are Your 
Best Entertainment’ campaign — of 
|1938 was a step in this direction. 
!'The fact that it was less successful 
than its sponsors probably expected 
| should not discourage further move- 
/ments in the direction of general 
audience participation. VARIETY, by 
its frank and friendly sampling of 
exhibitor and patron opinion on 
‘Why I Do Not Go to the Movies,’ or 
‘Why I Have Given Up the Movies 
As a Habit,’ fulfills a very useful 
| purpose, and adds significantly to 


| the sum total of vital statistics on a 


'subject that touches the very heart | 


lof the industry—the boxoffice. 


This brings us then to neglect, or 
lack of foresight in the field of na- 
tional promotion. It is my conten- 
tion that the millions who attend 
motion pictures daily and weekly 
should be enlisted annually, to 
voluntarily participate in a refer- 
endum or poll to determine the 10 
Most Popular Stars and the 10 Most 
Popular Motion Pictures. 


In this informal election, every 
theatre, from the most imposing first 
runs to the smallest of honky-tonks 
should have the privilege of active 
participation. The machinery for 
such a national poll, and its ad- 
ministration should be under the 
supervision of industry headquarters, 
and if it is comprehensively con- 
ducted the results from week to 
week polling would stimulate 
nation-wide interest mounting until 
the final results are announced. 


Fans Should Vote on Best Pix 


In other words the determining of 
the 10 Best Pictures of 1940 should 
not be exclusively the function and 
the duty of professional critics, This 
is not said to reflect on the intel- 
lectual capacity or fitness of pro- 
fessional reviewers to appraise the 
Hollywood product, It merely sug- 
gests that every movie-goer in 
America have a voice and a vote. 


The metropolitan critics, as a rule, 
are well equipped for their jobs and 
their standards of appraisal meet the 
requirement of their newspapers; 
but there is grave doubt as to 
whether their collective findings re- 
flects the composite verdict of Mr. 
Average’ Movie-Goer. VARIETY and 
other trade papers have the statistics 
to show that, time and again, motion 
pictures rated 100% by trained re- 
viewers have been less than 50% at 
the boxoffice. On the other hand, 
features that have been sloughed off 
by big city critics as inconsequential, 
or so-so, have proven substantial 
successes, far in advance of many 
big budget pictures. * 

It is a recognized fact that the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences annual awards have proven 
fruitful sources of interest to movie- 
goers and have attracted more com- 
bined newspaper space than any 
promotion feature established by the 
industry. What is proposed is an 
expansion of this idea that will 
multiply interest many times be- 
cause it enters the broad and pro- 
ductive field of audience participa- 
tion. -It certainly will not be denied 
that if 20,000,000 or more have an 
opportunity to vote for their 
| favorites, they will Talk Movies, and 
| will follow closely the week-to-week 
development of the poll. 

I do not contend that the Gallup 
poll on double features is other than 
an honest attempt for national sam- 
pling on a particular question, and 
I admire Mr. Goldwyn’s enterprise 
in trying to catch the public fancy 
or pulse on particularly controver- 

sial matter. But I also think that it 
| is regrettable that, upon a point 
| which he deems so important, he 











| finds it necessary to enlist an out- | 


| side agency with established ma- 
| chinery to discover ‘what’s what.’ 


Goldwyn Started Something 


Goldwyn started something which 
VARIETY, with its admirable sense of 
news value, deems wise to follow up 
in the interest of good trade reading. 
Nevertheless, the thought persists 
that the industry should have the re- 
Search organization to do such sam- 
pling, not only occasionally, but fre- 
quently, as matters arise in which it 
would be desirable to have the opin- 
ion of exhibitors and those vitally 
concerned with the progress and 
success of the amusement business. 


For 12 years I was a motion pic- 
ture critic and wrote a daily news- 
paper colurnn, but my entire life has 
been close to the industry and pub- 
lic amusement. I had the usual 
problem of those committed to a 
fixed typewriter output each 24 
t+hours, about what to choose as the 
subject for a lead story, and espe- 
cially Sunday leads. In my entire 





as these sampling of exhibitors are, 
coupled with the ‘Ten Best’ polls 


conducted by trade magazines andj 


Washington newspaper experience 
as a motion picture editor I can’t re- 
| call more than half q@ dozen calis 


‘from the Will Hays headquarters on 


matters pertaining to the industry. 
From time to time I received copies 


of Mr. Hays’ speeches, and at the 
regular periods copies of the annual 
| report, but never was my aid or ad- 
vice solicited for any cause in behalf 
lof the industry other than requests 
| from alert local exhibitors, 


I say this without attempting to 
| condemn the Hays office promotion 
| policy, but more because I felt many 
‘times that instead of reading 
VaRIETY and other papers for story 


be prepared to contribute its just 
share of this tax burden: and about 
that there will be no honest com. 
plaint. 


What I contend is that Con 


sres 
has certain convenient ways of aoe 
ing money, apart from elevating the 
income tax base. Four of these are 
more taxes on liquor, gasoline, to. 


bacco and the amusement industry, 
They always come first, on the as- 
sumption that they are luxury levies 
Well, let us concede that liquor 
| drinking, pleasure driving and habit 


| inspiration, how nice it would be if _smoking are luxury practices. Most 


|I could pick up a weekly trade let- 

ter from the Motion Picture Produc- 
‘ers & Distributors of America, Inc., 
and find out officially what was 
going on. 

Speaking entirely from the Wash- 
ington standpoint, which I happen to 
know, the relation between the of- 
ficial agency of the organized indus- 
try and critic desks could hardly 
have been more remote. While my 
feeling towards motion pictures and 
exhibitors was animated by the one 
desire to be helpful, cooperative, 
sympathetic and understand, I was 
never enlisted or even invited te 
help solve industry problems. 


What were these problems? Well, 
the Neely bill, for example. This 
legislation, or something similar, de- 
signed to end blockbooking which 
has been a Capitol Hill nuisance for 
more than 10 years. This year it 
passed the Senate, and in April was 
called up for further hearings be- 
fore the House Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce committee. 


Those hearings developed the fact 
that ‘the moral issue’ had completely 
blown up, or collapsed as a factor in 
the consideration of this measure. 
Now I assume it is possible that the 
moral issue, or the question of a 
clean screen, might have been a sore 
spot when the Neely bill was initi- 
ated. But the House committee in its 
exhaustive and painstaking hearings 
lasting approximately a month, 
brought out definitely and convinc- 
ingly that the (Joseph I.) Breen or- 
ganization, within the Will Hays 
setup, had done such a complete job 
of screen deodorizing, that Congress- 
men for the Neely bill conceded that 
the moral issue, as such, no longer 
need occupy the attention of the 
committee. 


Allied’s Spot 


This informal decision left Mr. 
(Abrain F.) Myers and his Allied 
States exhibitors confronted with the 
task of justifying the bill by confin- 
ing their arguments to trade prac- 
tice. All of his estimable women wit- 
nesses demonstrated that they 
couldn't put a vestige of logic behind 
their plea for a cleaner screen, since 
it already existed almost beyond the 
realm of criticism, other than from 
selfish sources, 


My point here is that the motion 
picture critics of America would 
have been surprised, had they been 
present at these hearings, to discover 
| that the moral issue had evaporated, 
since there never had been much 
more than an inkling that the Breen 
supervision had reached such a high 
state of efficiency. 


As a matter of fact not one motion 
picture editor—aside from trade rep- 
resentatives—appeared at the Neely 
bill hearings although it posed some- 
| thing that vitally affected the indus- 
try, and indirectly the importance of 
their jobs. They just didn’t care, be- 
cause nobody had made it his mis- 
sion to acquaint them with what a 
valuable fountain of source material 
was being overlooked. 


The campaign against the Neely 
bill at the House hearings was a 
| glittering success as projected by Mr. 
Charles C. Pettijohn, largely because 
the Allied cause was sunk when the 
| moral issue ceased to exist. What the 
| Neely bill hearings did bring out 
| forcibly was that the organized in- 
|dustry and the independent Allied 








|exhibitors were fighting over some- | 


ithing which never 
reached the hall of Congress, i.e., 
trade practices. I think critics would 
have been impressed, as I was, with 
the futility of a divided business, and 
the necessity of presenting a united 
front to the common enemy. 


Tax Problems and the Boxoffice 


These have something to do with 
the matter of attendance at the 
movies, since every penny tacked on 
to the usual scale of admissions af- 
fects the pocketbook of customers. 


American, that we must pay the 
price for preparing to keep Mr. Hit- 
ler where he belongs—far away from 
the Western Hemisphere. Prepared- 
ness is costing, and will continue to 
cost, a staggering sum of money. 
Existing revenue measures do not 
begin to cover the task of raising the 
billions already appropriated. IT 
think the amusement industry must 





should have | 


I recognize, as does every thinking | 


of us would be reluctant to give 
them up, and are resigned to pay for 
our indulgence. 


But are movies luxuries? I con. 
tend that in the pattern of the aver- 
age life motion picture entertain- 
ment has come to be an essential, 
rather than a luxury. I really mean 
it. And in business of maintaining 
national morale, and in furthering 
the defense program to which the 
Government and all of its free people 
are committed, the screen has its 
definite and useful purpose. 


I have been reading Variety since 
its first issue, and I was for a short 
time its Washington representative. 
These extended remarks are ad- 
dressed to my favorite Bible of the 
industry because, I feel sure it is 
one organ that tries to keep up with 
the parade, endeavors to sustain the 
clients and the industry which help 
to make its weekly visits possible. 


In short, I think the motion pic- 
ture industry, and the amusement 
business generally has been doing a 
Rip Van Winkle, insofar as Washing- 
ton is concerned. The remedy does 
not lie in consent decrees. The an- 
swer is being on the job and keeping 
up with industry’s progress. 





Hays Powwows 
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and directors of advertising and 
publicity to meet with the board of 
directors today so that there might 
be a general exchange of views on 
the situation. 


‘Out of such discussions come a 
clearer recognition of the industry’s 
needs and requirements, and conse- 
quent ability to make certain the 
continued supply of topflight enter- 
tainment demanded by our patrons 
in America who have always so 
generously supported motion pic- 
tures.’ 


More Such Confabs 


Hays said that these round-table 
discussions would be continued in 
the future. 


Citing that America’s intensified 
patriotism and interest in the prob- 
lems of democracy and citizenship 
are reflected in this season’s product, 
Hays claimed that.world events have 
influenced the trend toward pictures 
highlighting American ideals, history 
and biography. Among these he in- 
cluded ‘Howards of Virginia,” ‘Chad 
Hanna,’ “The Westerner,’ ‘Amazing 
| Story of Sergeant York,’ ‘Brigham 
| Young—Frontiersman,’ ‘Kit Carson,’ 
\‘The Californian,’ ‘Virginia,’ ‘Ari- 
zona,’ ‘Ramparts We Watch,” ‘Meet 
John Doe,’ ‘Citizen Kane’ and ‘Land 
of Liberty.’ 

Hays said the screen has made its 
patrons living participants in their 
country’s history for the last 25 
years and this trend is strengthened 
in productions this season. He cited 
as part of this continuous stream of 
Americana, ‘Northwest Passage,’ 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk,’ ‘Union 
Pacific,” “Young Mr. Lincoln,’ ‘Abe 
Lincolz in Illinois,’ ‘Gone with the 
Wind,’ ‘Show Boat’ ‘Man of Ccr- 
quest,” ‘Story of Alexander Graham 
Bell’ and ‘Edison the Man.’ 

Hays’ survey shows that produc- 
tion schedules reveal a_ great 
diversity of entertainment. He said 
there was keen interest in present- 
day themes. 

The foreign situation and the way 
| the continued bombing of the Brit- 
ish Isles by Nazis has cut into U. S. 
distribution and theatre business 
formed the principal topic of con- 
versation at the third quarterly 
meeting of Hays office directors last 
Wednesday (18). In addition, Will 
Hays, just back from Hollywood, 
gave*a resume of developments on 
the Coast to Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors Assn. directors. 


The report of Major L. E. Thomp- 
|SOnu, general chairman of the Mo- 
tion Picture Theatres Campaign 
committee for the American Red 
'Cross, covering the forthcoming in- 
|dustry campaign to aid the annual 
|Red Cross call next November also 
| was handed the directors. 

Hays leaves N. Y. the end of this 
week to go to French Lick Springs, 
|Ind., where he will deliver an ad- 
dress Oct. 1 before the Indiana 
|chapter of the Daughters of the 
j American Revolution, 
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SITTING ON TOP 
OF THE WORLD! 


“Boom Town’s” booming! 
“Strike Up The Band” is a ten-strike! 
“Wyoming” is wonderful! 
“Escape” is excellent! 
“Third Finger, Left Hand” is a honey! 
| “Bitter Sweet” is bountiful! 
“The Philadelphia Story” is a sweetheart! 
You'll get it after the New Year! 
And there’s a flock more where they came from! 





Enjoy That Friendly Company Feeling! 
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Theatres—Exchanges 


Continued from page 8 


i ri indus- 
ds Joe Krenn, who is now others connected with the film in 
wd Tull-time projectionist there. —— etd ee eackenr 
i : ack Cohen, one-time | SOU : SOI or 
PE now with Quality Pre- —, * the Philmont C. C. on F 
i ; ; nlin an ary ’ . . 
ane « «Date cal of Jack Judd’s| Ben Harris, former boss of + 
Theatre Poster Service ... Jimmy Masterpiece exchange, —_ e 
Totman, assistant to Joe Feldman, | new distribution office eh meri- 
WB's advertising chief, addressed | can Film exchange last week. 
College Club of Carnegie on pix at/ 20th-Fox opens annual sales cam- 
organization's first meeting of the | paign Saturday (21). Skedded to 
season... John P. Goring, former speak are Herman Wobber, genera 
manager of the Fulton who has been | distribution manager; Bill Sussman, 
in Hollywood for two years, has com-| eastern division manager, and Moe 
pleted a 60,000-word tome on show | Levy, chairman of the.campaign. 


biz. | Alex Stiefel, operator of the Roxy, 
Alton Rea, assistant manager at | Roxborough, opened his new Boro in 
WB’s deluxe Stanley wd ~~ the same territory last week. 

s been promote te) bana ill manage 
cree A of the Regent, nabe ve +. ay Dousiess, ~ 
house in East Liberty. He succeeds the newly der the aegis of Nick 
Henry Sutton, who resigned to go om under the 
into biz for himself in New York. ‘Fight for Life,’ Pare Lorentz docu- 


i i istant at Regent, A 
or deeline 16 Uae over Rea’s | mentary film, previewed by medical 


old post. Another promotion Age | prota a the 
Horner, from assistant a . r- 
- aa Gauare io manager at Shera-| Helen Alter, Metro exchange, ma 


den for Fineman-Shapiro circuit. ried to William K. Willis. 


Frank J. Harris and his nephew, 
John H. Harris, heads of Harris 
Amus. Co., have applied for a state 
charter to incorporate 2 Ses woe | 

here. The charter appli- ) } Tht pic 
a cease a corportation with peo Bas age oo aol eee, 
on go. ‘ Chg egheny ‘ete. ‘for last two magne hang been oper- 
ham, a sister of Frank Harris, is the ~ o—— , eligg poo $4  Senkins 
bere mees0e — = “4 ‘4 aeons vs benner, theatre's now being operated 

i ill deal in general ins c ’ : 

eneept Tide, is an offshoot of the old | by Meyer hotel interests. 
Harris-Lawrence Co., from which 
Harris withdrew a year ago. 

Briefies: The Russ Wehrles are | Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 

celebrating their silver anniversary.) i}; Cox defied superstition to open 
j P | : . 

BL oy — a — his new Chief theatre in  aphaeenne 

= Ped ‘Siegal back on Film Row | 0” Friday, the ag = yng ay 

after managing the Boardwalk the- bye 8 ne house to week- 

= Rad eee Beach, N. Y., for lend showings exclusively. | aa 

~ . i fates reope : 

John Russell named manager of oon Doon on a Saturday-Sunday 
WB's =a Sy ed a mn air policy, with pictures and five vaude 

roperty. , ; acts. 
car estate head for Moss interests,; Jack Anderson checked out of Ex- 














Roxy, Atlanta, Reopens 
Atlanta, Sept. 24. 
Roxy theatre, formerly the 








Tilting a Lance at Fate 





J ircuit purchased house. | pjpj Service to become office | 
from whom ci p hibitors otis endeinat | 
For years he had | 


Among WB assistants, Alfred Skigan | manager of the 
goes from Kenyon to Enright; C. W.! in Portland, Ore. 
Olcott, formerly on managerial staff | heen a booker in L. A. 


of William Penn hotel, to Mt. Oliver; | 
Milton Golden from Schenley to} 
Squirrel Hill; G. H. Tipp, from | 
Strand to Schenley; Milton Ripp to 
Strand and Albert Shemel from 


Squirrel Hill to Melrose. 





Daigler Quits Hamrick 
Seattle, Sept. 2é. 

Hal Daigler, for many years with 
John Hamrick theatres and assistant 
'to Hamrick since the consolidated 
| operation of the Hamrick and Ever- 
| green theatres here became effective, 
\has resigned. Announcement soon 

The Rexy, South Philly, formerly | expected as to new theatrical con- 
operated by Stanley-Warner, sold | nection, with rumors of a new west 
last week by the Land Title & Trust | o9ast-Alaskan combination. 
to Phillip Harrison for $98,000. | Daigler started at Blue Mouse for 





Rexy, South Philly, Sold 
Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 


First meeting of the fall season of | Hamrick in 1920, as house manager. | 
the Showmen’s Club held yesterday | ater he went to Minneapolis (1924) | 


(Mon.) at Broadwood Hotel. The | gs city mgr. for Finklestein & Ruben. 

new quarters at 1315 Vine street will | About 10 years ago he returned to 

open shortly. | the Hamrick argentine, wien te 
l ns, former manager of; In the new setup, Hamrick, 

a nt Fao upped to helm of | city manouer for ee Sk will 
ial-60th Street. | string, plans no replacement, but ) 

ee ten 100 exhibitors and} work even closer with the various 


New York Theatres 








OY ad 











Studio last Wednes- | 


CORR Tent | sererrortseneeem” 


' house managers, and with his secre- 
'tary, Doug Forbes, who has served 
in that position the past 12 years. 


Jerry Ross is back in Seattle, after 
‘four months emceeing at Orpheum 
| (Sterling), Portland, which has dis- 
‘continued vaude, Ross is again 
'emcee at Palomar and vaude man- 
‘ager for the Sterling string here, 
| which includes Riviola, Palomar and 
| amateurs at various nabes (one night 
'a week). Charles Barnes continues 
'as house manager at Palomar. 


Charlotte Theatre Seld 
Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 24. 


Sale of the Charlotte theatre prop- 
erty for a cash price of $63,000 to 
|S. W. Craver has just been an- 
‘nounced. Craver lives here and 
|owns a chain of theatres in Virginia. 
'The Charlotte is leased to Harry K. 
| Lucas, operator of the theatre. 

Henry London Anderson, for the 
last three years general attorney for 
North Carolina Theatres, Inc., Wilby- 
Kincey Service Corp., Southern At- 
tractions, Inc., and affiliated compa- 
nies, has resigned his connection with 
these firms. He will take up the 
joemeeet practice of law in Fayette- 
ville. 








Granada, Denver, Full Time 
Denver, Sept. 24. 


The Granada, nabe, open during 
the summer three days a week, now 
operating full time. 


William Ostenburg, son of the 
owner of the houses, made manager 
of the Bluffs theatre, Scottsbluff, 
Neb., succeeding Harry Rodell, who 
goes to manage the Delmar, Morrell, 
Neb. Bob Andrews of Morrell moves 
to Gering, Neb., to be city manager. 

The Rocky Mountain Screen Club 
and the Will Rogers Memorial Assn., 
through Rick Ricketson, president of 
the Screen Club, have donated $3,000 
to the new Robert Speer Memorial 
Hospital. The money will be used 
in equipping 12 rooms for children. 
The committee making the survey 
| before allocating the money was 
'made up of Ricketson, Earl Collins, 
|A. P.. Archer, Lon Fidler, Henry 
| Friedel and William Agren. 








Britisher’s: U.S. Heuse 


Forum, Metuchen, N. J., leased to 
a corporation headed by Jack Davis, 
of London, managing director of the 
Monsignor Theatres, Ltd., circuit in 
England. This is the initial theatre 
to be acquired by the Davis group 
in its policy of expanding in U.S. 

Davis plzns to renovate, recarpet 
and air-condition the theatre. It 
} was acquired from James Forgione, 
|}who has operated the house in 
Metuchen for the last 18 years, on a 
2l-year lease. Berk & Krumgold, 
theatre real estate brokers, handled 
| the transaction. 











Par Selling 


Continued from page 7 








‘ture. In one of the circuit’s more 
important situations, the local Cham- 
ber of Commerce put on the heat 
| when learning Saenger wasn’t going 
to bring the picture in. Saenger 
controls this particular town 100%. 





B&K’s ‘Ramparts’ 
Chilling on a circuit deal for ‘Ram- 


| 
| 


Chicago on a pre-release engagement, 
Balaban & Katz has now bought the 








| picture on subsequent run following 





a 2° MUSIC HALL 
"THE HOWARDS 


OF VIRGINIA" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


/AGONE WITH 
THE WIND 


GW TW will not be shown except 
> ive a ae j "41 
at advanced prices, at least until 
For Reservations Call Cl 6-4642 
air-Conditioned 


addition to ‘Ramparts’ of the mate- 
{rial taken out of the Nazi-made 
propaganda film, ‘Baptism of Fire.’ 
Deal was negotiated by RKO with 
John Balaban, after he had been 
shown the new version of the pic- 
ture. 

Jack Bannan of Astor Pictures has 











ASTOR =: 


48th St. } 


consisting of the streamlined version 





ALL SEATS RESERVED —— 


of ‘Sky Devils’ and ‘Scarface’ with 





ice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 
si cas HELD OVER 5TH WEEK 


Alfred Hitchcock’s Production of 


Foreign Correspondent’ 


UNITE, RIVOLI 


Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 





Beg. Friday, Sept. 27 
JAMES ANN 


CAGNEY ® SHERIDAN 
IN 


— 





Broadwav 
at 49th St. 


MIDNITE SHOWS 


two western circuits affiliated with 
Paramount. They are the Inter- 
mountain Theatres string in Utah 
and Idaho, and the Cooper circuit for 
latter’s Colorado houses. 





Fox-W. C. Well Set 








Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 





“CITY FOR CONQUEST” 


A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 




















person BOBBY BYRNE oncw. | ME D-VY-U ee 
Nicuriy STRAND grist “RANGERS OF |. In Person 








FORTUNE” JAN SAVITT 
ace ar A Paramount ORC 
Picture with gt tg 
d 0 4th Wk. Fred MacMurray LD WS 
vr ean Patricia Morison JERRY 
New York is a Albert Dekker LESTER 


Boom Town — Breadway @ Gist Street 


Midnite Screen Shows 


a a ee a oe 









Clark Gable @ Spencer Tracy 


Claudette Colbert @ Hedy Lamarr 


“BOOM TOWN” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
In Person Dr. I. Q. Ev. Mon. Nite 













wrw ye 


SWAY 


"PALACE 2". 


Week Beginning THURS., Sept. 26th 
GINGER RONALD 


ROGERS - COLMAN 
‘LUCKY PARTNERS’ 


— AND — 


‘BEYOND TOMORROW’ 


Charlies Winninger—Jean Parker 













Starts Thur., Sept. 26 


Wm. Powell 
Myrna Loy 
“I LOVE 

YOU AGAIN” 


Last Times Wed, 
“PRIDE AND 


PREJUDICE” 
In Person 


In Person 
Mickey Rooney 
Others 


Milton 
BERLE 
Others 

















Fox-West Coast film deals for the 
1940-41 season, which are being ne- 
gotiated in New York, are practically 
all set, with final details likely to be 


parts We Watch’ after it had played | 


closed deals for a double program | 


ees, 











Baron Ulrich von Gienanth, second 
secretary of the German Embassy in 
Washington, who visited me in my 
office just before Labor Day and 
threatened me with a suit if we 
used the German-made films in the 
picture, 

‘The action 
definitely an outgrowth 
threat.’ 

Emanuel charged that the board 
had given its approval of the film on 
Aug. 9 and also had okayed the in- 
clusion of the German-made reels. 

‘On Sept. 6 we received the reels 
entitled ‘Baptism of Fire’ with in- 
structions to drop one reel of the 
original version and substitute them,’ 
he said. 

‘Charles Zagrans (manager of the 
RKO exchange) called Mrs, Carroll 
and offered to send her the two new 
reels for her inspection but she said 
it wasn't necessary.’ 

Mrs. Carroll admitted she had 
passed on the film on Aug. 9. 

‘At that time it consisted largely 
of news shots from the World War 
and a commentary. Subsequently, 
I learned that changes had been 
made in the picture, and I ordered 
it brought before the board again. 
We found they had substituted a 
double-reel of the German propa- 
ganda film and I immediately for- 
bade the showing of it.’ 

She admitted she had received a 
eall from Zagrans informing her of 


in Pennsylvania is 
of that 


her the impression that the changes 
were only minor ones ‘such as 
changes in the title, or something of 
that sort.’ 

Press Spanks Censors 

For its action the censors have 
been spanked editorially by every 
newspaper. Henry Murdock, drama 
critic for the Ledger, pointed out 
that the board’s objection that it was 
Nazi propaganda was shown up by 
the squawks that have emanated 
from the German Embassy regard- 
ing the inclusion of the reels in 
‘Ramparts.’ 

The Philly Record said the board's 
action had made Pennsylvania ‘look 
ridiculous.’ 

‘Mrs. Carroll's arguments 
young men might be 
sounds strangely like the reasoning 
of the head-in-the-sand Chamberlain 
school that refused to realize the 
increasing might of Germany—a 
course that led to Munich and then 
to war.’ 

The Bulletin printed man-on-ihe- 
street interviews condemning the 
censors’ nixing of the film. Conyers 
| Reed, Philly chairman of the Com- 
mittee to Defend America by Aid- 
ing the Allies joined the attack de- 
claring: 

‘If the ‘Ramparts We Watch’ will 
awaken America to the threat of 
military force loose in the world, 
then it is good propaganda, and of 
the very kind that is badly needed 
in this country. 

‘New York state and every state 
| with censors has approved the film. 
| We are all Americans, and if the 
|censors of all other states feel the 
|film will awaken America to 
| danger, then it seems strange that 
our own board does not feel the 
|Same way.’ 


that 





See Reversal 

Observers predicted that the courts 
will overrule the censors’ ban. In 
the last two cases in which they 
|turned their thumbs down on pic- 
{tures they have been reversed. In 
the case of ‘Spain in Flames,’ Judge 
| Louis Levinthal overruled the board 
;}and called censorship ‘a necessary 
| evil.’ 

The board’s' ban of ‘Baltic 
Deputy’ was upset by Judge Curtis 
Bok. who declared the censors were 
‘incompetent and _ prejudicial 
abused its discretionary powers.’ 

The disputed reels, which depict 
|the conquest of Poland, were the 
i|same which were shown to Nor- 
| wegian Officials shortly before the 


and 


the changes, but said he had given | 


intimidated | 


the | 


Mrs. Carroll Scares Easy 


Continued from page 4 





arr 
St. theatre, in Manhattan's Yorkville 
(German) sector, under the title 
| ‘Feldzug im Polen’ (Campaign in 
| Poland’). If they scare Mrs. Carrol] 
in the serenity of a projection room 
'she should see them amidst the 
blood-thirsty cheers and shouts of a 
_maniacal pro-Hitler audience within 
'two miles of Times Square. 
| Film is also the same as was Said 
ito have been shown in Denmark 
Norway and other countries to 
_soften them up prior to Nazi in. 
vasions. That story is undoubtedly 
| the product of one of Dr. Goebbel’s 
| bright young men, or mebbe even 
the Professor himself. The pictures 
|are hardly calculated to soften up 
any person who gives them the 
slightest thought, let alone the 
|patriots of a country where liberty 
\is dear, where men, to preserve it, 
|have conquered enemies with gy. 
/perior training, superior armament 
| and less to fight for. Mrs. Carroll 
_need have no fear on that score, 
even were the pictures as frighten- 
| ing as the Nazis would like their 
enemies to believe. 
Not Too Irresistible 
Polish blitzkrieg films, truth to 
tell, don’t show the Nazis as irre. 
sistible at all. No one can be termed 
irresistible who is given no resist. 
ance. These films show parachute 
| troops dropping from the clouds— 
| but no parashootists on the ground 
| to greet them. Tanks and ‘guns 
;coming through rivers—but no are 





jtillery to make difficult their way, 
|Infantry advancing—but no machine 
| guns spraying them down. The Nazi 
|pictures are more of a demonstra- 
tion than a battle. They are inter- 
‘esting, but not frightening. 

| Mrs. Carroll could hardly have 
done March of Time a better service 
than to ban the film, with publicity 
|that was bound to result. MOT 
|must be suspected, too, of having in- 
serted the German sequences, after 
|release of the original version, at 
least partially for the publicity and 
exploitation value, 





Free Shows 


Continued from page 5 


modate his child at the Lyric—mind 
you, not at the Hippodrome. 
Rappaport admits that he signed 








ee 


, Miller’s orch with the understanding 


that there would be three broadcasts 
this week, but he figured these would 
be either from the studio of WCAO, 


, Which can hold around 100, or a ball- 
|room in one of the hotels, none of 
| which holds more than 500. 
| Chesterfield rented the Lyric and ap- 


Instead, 


parently announced it on the air, for 
Rappaport has been deluged with 


|phone calls since Miller opened at 


the Hipp last Friday (20). There had 
been no newspaper advertising about 
the broadcasts up to Monday (23). 
Happened Before 

A situation similar to Rappaport’s 
occurred late in June, when Miller 
played the Fox, Detroit, at a salary 
of around $10,000. In that instance, 
Chesterfield rented the Shrine Au- 
ditorium, which seats 5,500, for the 
three broadcasts and put a big dent 
in the Fox’s gross. Dave Idzal and 
the Skourases, who operate the De- 
troit spot, put up a howl and de- 
manded an adjustment on the band’s 
salary from the General Amus. Corp., 
which manages Miller. They got it. 

From indications, Miller for the 


| first three days this week is run- 


ning even with his last appearance 
at the Hipp a year ago, when Miller 
was not sponsored, and the total 
gross was $19,200. This year, how- 
ever, the house is figuring on only 
$18,000 at the most, and probably 
less because of the broadcasts. The 
rub is the great difference in salary 
between Miller today and Miller a 
year ago. At that time the Hipp 
guaranteed him only $5,500 for the 
week. By simple mathematics, Mil- 


washed up in the next couple of| invasion of Norway and Denmark,|!€r’s current gross should at least 


weeks. 
prexy, has returned from couple of 
weeks in N. Y., during which time he 
sat in on several product confabs. 
Skouras states that circuit, fully 
cooperating with attempt of pro- 
ducers-distributors to increase reve- 
nue this season, has signatured deals 
ito pay from 25% to 35% more for 
Class A pictures, but that this ad- 
‘ditional revenue is entirely depend- 
ent on what the studios turn out in 
the way of feature product. The 
better pictures, he states, the more 
money for the distributors and in 
turn the producers. 
| George Skouras, head of the 
Skouras Metropolitan New York 
| theatres, accompanied Charles to the 
West Coast, planning to remain here 


Charles P. Skouras, circuit | They have subsequently been shown |€dual his pay boost, or be around 
to pro-Nazi groups in this country | $22,000. 

and had a secret showing before | 
members of Congress a few months. 


Rappaport has one consolation, 
however, WCAO sent him four 


ing to America to rearm. 


ago. | tickets for each of Miller’s broad- 
The film tacked on to ‘Ramparts’ casts. 

was seized by British officials last} Next week, Miller plays WB's 
April from the Transatlantic Clipper | Earle, Washington, but this circuit 
at Bermuda. First shown in Can-|has made sure there'll be no such 
ada, it came into possession of | unfair competition. Contract stipu- 
the editors of March of Time who | lates that Miller will broadcast from 
added it to ‘Ramparts’ and changed | the little theatre in the Wardman 
the Nazi propaganda into a warn-| Park hotel, which seats only 550. 











Interstate’s Two New Ones 


She Should Visit Yorkville Harlingen, Texas, Sept. 24. 


The 16 minutes of German film in George Watson, manager here for 
‘Ramparts’ has been compressed | the Texas Consolidated (Interstate), 
from a Nazi picture called ‘Baptism | plans two new Valley houses. One 





week or 10 days. 


of Fire.’ They are also precisely the | will be built at Mercedes, and the 
pictures recently seen at the 96th ‘other at Weslaco, 
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A VICTORY FOR THE N.A.B. 


The growing unpopularity in the United States of the dicta- 
tors and all their works (and prophets) is partly the reason for 
Father Coughlin taking a reluctant and peevish sabbatical de- 
voted to radio silence. The trend of eventyin 1940 did not favor 
his kind of radio incitement to bigotry. He'll be back, of course, 
if he can get back and if the developments of the future favor 
the stuff he dishes. But meantime the radio industry may 
breathe a sigh of profound relief. Temporarily, at least, one 
of the greatest problems that ever beset a much-badgered in- 
dustry 1s on ice. 





This, too, is a favorable opportunity for the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters to take a bow. For its great courage 
in going as far as it did, considerable commendation is owing. 
The N.A.B. naturally had qualms, because Father Coughlin is 
an enemy who inspires real fear and the religious cloak he uses 
is a further cause for disquiet. Nevertheless, despite all hesita- 
tions and the excessively careful choice of words, the N.A.B. 
did call a spade a spade, did make it plain it meant Coughlin 
and mostly, if not only, Coughkn. The trade association cour- 
ageously refused to allow the sensational cleric to keep radio 
in hot water with the decent, tolerance-respecting people of 
America. It refused to be a patsy for every personal blitzkrieg 
of abuse which Coughlin directed, varying the target from time 
to time, against the President, the bankers, the Jews and 
whatnot. 





Yes, radio ‘conspired’ against Coughlin. It was a conspiracy 
of self-defense, a conspiracy of decency, a conspiracy to stop 
free speech from running amok. 


Neville Miller, Ed Kirby, the board and the leadership of the 
N.A.B.. can view with satisfaction their part in ostracizing the 


great fomenter of bad feeling. 





COUGHLIN’S 
FINAL RAP AT 
RADIO 


Detroit, Sept. 24. 

With only two major stations will- 
ing to take him, Father Charles E. 
Coughlin bowed off the air. Balked 
by the chains, with only his origi- 
nating station, WJR, Detroit, and 
WFIL, Philadelphia, and a handful 
of lesser stations willing to air his 
Sunday afternoon talks from “The 
Shrine of the Little Flower,’ the 
priest announced the end of his 13 
years on the air through the issue of 
his mouthpiece, Social Justice. 
Coughlin had hoped to place 52 half- 
hour transcribed programs beginning 
Oct, 20. 

In making known his decision 
Father Coughlin charged that ‘men 
powerful in radio and other activi- 
ties had long wished to silence him’ 
and slapped at both Presidential can- 
didates as committed to a policy of 
war. (Wendell Willkie only re- 
cently renounced the radio priest’s 
Support when it was tendered to 
him.) 


He would not return to the air, 





Coughlin said, until the nation ceases | 


to be ‘war-minded. It may be 10 

months. It may be 10 years.’ 
Small stations which had offered 

to take him, indirectly took a slap, 


too, when he declared, ‘As much as | 


I would desire to resume my place 
before the microphone, I recognize 
how futile my efforts would be if 
they were restricted to a group of 
small stations handicapped by lack 
of power,’ 

‘Graciously’ 


In his charge that he had been 
Sagged, Coughlin said ‘In so far as 
those seeking to ostracize me from 
the air have forced a decision upon 
me, with no alternative, I graciously 
accept it and extend to them my 
heartiest congratulations for all the 
future holds in store for them.’ He 
traced ‘virtual censorship’ to the rule 
Which requires radio stations to re- 
hew their licenses every few months 
with a commission dependent on 
the President,’ 
eign nwhile, Cyril Guthoerl, for 

8nt years Father Coughlin’s ac- 
Companist on the radio, announced 
the oe as musical director of 
oF rine. He said it had nothing 
ea with the priest’s inability to 

W air contracts. 


RUBICAM IN FRISCO 











HIT FIXED UP 
INTO A FLOP 


Radio Writers Complain 
That Case Illustrates Need 
of Protection of Creative 
People Against Arbitrary 
Notions of Admen 





SHOW FOLDS 








Radio authors around New York | 
City are considerably vexed by the | 
history of what happened to ‘Ellery | 
Queen’ after it went commercial and | 
came under the domination of an/ 
advertising agency. They point to 
the case as confirmation of the fact 
that advertising men can deflate a 
good literary property and then pass 
the resultant black eye to the crea- 
tive people. 

‘Ellery Queen’ was one of the most 
successful and highly touted sustain- 
ing programs in radio history. On 
the Columbia network it ran 45 
weeks with the popularity rating go- 
ing up every week of the time. It 


——~+ 


With AFRA Til Agreement Is Reached 





The Radio Way 


Hollywood, Sept. 24. 

What might be likened to a 
vaude booker’s nightmare is the 
CBS double header on domesiic 
problems taking off Oct. 5. First 
half of the dualer is Haven Mac- 
Quarrie’s ‘Marriage Club, Ince.’, 
followed by the commercial co- 
op’er, ‘I Want a Divorce.’ 

Both, on NBC last season, are 
devoted to the stormy voyage of 
the marital bark. 





Mediation sessions between the ra- 
dio networks and the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, resuming 
today (Wednesday), are reported 
making definite progress toward set- 


tling the dispute over a sustaining 
contract. Three meetings were held 
last week after the State Mediation 
Board stepped in with a last-minute 
offer to avoid a strike against sus- 
taining programs. 

Beginning with today’s confab, it’s 
figured that the gatherings will be 











N.A.B. CODE INTO 


EFFECT BY 
OCT. | 


Washington, Sept. 24. 








lasted only 22 weeks under Gulf Oil 


Sunday, rated as something of a flop, 
and its chances of finding a new 
sponsor not too bright. Radio 
author circles, who think they should 
have more to say about what hap- | 
pens to scripts, point out bitterly 
that two basic changes were made 





No Y.&R. Office There, He States— 
Now Honeymooning . 





San Francisco, Sept. 24. 

Possibility Young & Rubicam 
might renew plans to establish an 
office in Frisco was denied here by 
Raymond Rubicam during his honey- 
moon stopover. Agency exec wedded 
Bettina Hall of musical comedy at 
local church ceremony (16). 

Firm is listed in phone book but 
that’s as close as it ever got to es- 
tablishing branch, number being 
disconnected blank. ‘We planned to 
open office or a new account about 
six months ago, but lost the account,’ 
Rubicam said in denying any re- 
vival of idea. Deal which fell 
through earlier in year concerned 
Dole pineapple. 


N.Y. Overseas Club Is 
Interviewed and It’s 


Also an R.&R. Audition 


While the Penn Tobacco ‘Vox Pop’ 
program is at the Overseas Press 
Club tomorrow (Thursday) night 
interviewing members thereof, the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency will be 
listening to the voices and the de- 
liveries of the former foreign cor- 
respondents for a secondary reason. 








Latter are part of a package show, 
|‘We Cover the World,’ which Ber- 
inard L. Schubert has concocted and 
La : 

lis peddling to R. & R. 

| his unique kind of audition (on 
| another program) is by way of clos- 
ing a time lag. Any audition record 
| using commentators around a table 
would necessarily be ‘dated’ when 
| heard but the ‘Vox Pop’ interviews 
| in the Overseas Club will deal with 
levents of the day when the pros- 
pective purchaser of the program 
hears it. 


JOHNNY GREEN ENDS 
MORRIS-BIOW LINK 


Johnny Green parts with the 
Philip Morris account (Biow agency ) 








run for the cig manufacturer. At 
one time Green has played as many 
as three half-hour programs a week 
under this same banner. He’s doing 
but one show now for Morris, CBS, 
| Friday nights. 

| Ray Block will handle the Friday 
‘night event in addition to the inci- 
| dental music for Morris; his other 
| program on CBS is ‘Crime Doctor. 





completely Oct. 26 after a two-year | 


immediately and others were 
posed later. First, the show was cut 
to 30 minutes, although the authors 
say, by every rule of professional 
|judgment, the development of the 
|literary formular required the full 
| hour which had been used sustaining. 


| Second, the deft direction of George | 


Zachary, who fostered the show at 
CBS and put it across, was tossed 
j}away, the writers think, solely be- 
| cause he was not a Young & Rubicam 
man. He was retained on the pay- 
roll because he was part of the pack- 
|age price, but largely to twiddle his 
thumbs and eat his heart. 


Object Lesson 
This case is very likely to be cited 
in the future. Although most persons 








ally forget them and never bring 
them up for fear of the deadly wise- 
crack and the’ snobbishness 


the circumstances. 
& Rubicam has already gotten some 
| backwash, and all agencies may in- 
| directly feel the emotional aftermath 
|from all authors big enough or dar- 
[ing enough to assert themselves 
|against being smothered by an agen- 
icy conference system or kicked 
| around by newcomers who had noth- 





| program. 

The authors, 
| Frederick B. Dannay, are currently 
iscripting a ‘Thin Man’ picture at 

Metro and are set for an 

Queen’ and five more 
\films for Larry Darmour at Colum- 
bia, but at present their broadcast- 
|ing prospects appear slim. 

Although there is good money in 
successful detective fiction writing, 
the real coin from such authorship 
lies in pictures and radio. Lee and 
Dannay have managed to. crack 
Hollywood, but their successful ride 


\of 45 weeks as a CBS sustainer, fol- | 


|lowed by 22 weeks under Gulf oil 
sponsorship, has apparently elimi- 
nated them, at least temporarily, as 
likely namé radio authors. And al- 
{though sponsorship on the air usu- 
|ally brings added prestige to sustain- 
|ing writers, ‘Ellery Queen’ under 
{Gulf bankrolling was generally re- 


garded in the trade as having run | 


down hill. 
Lots of Tiffs 


Possible tip-off on the situation 
may be found in the fact that after 
'several weeks under Gulf sponsor- 
‘ship, Lee and Dannay had a series 
of quarrels with producers and ex- 
jecutives of Young & 
‘agency on the account. After one 
‘particularly violent blowoff, the two 
authors refused to have any deal- 
ings with the Y.&R, director of the 


} 


Effective date of the commercial 


sponsorship and was dropped last | Section of the National Association of | meetings, 


| Broadcasters’ Code—adopted last 
| year at the Chicago convention—was 


held almost every day until the sit- 
|uation is cleared up. Although both 
sides are said to be more concilia- 
tory than in the series of sessions be- 
fore AFRA’s membership strike vote, 
the network representatives are de- 
scribed as being particularly anxious 
to avoid an open break. Explained 
that the realization that if a settle- 
ment is not reached AFRA will un- 
doubtedly strike against commercial 
programs as well as sustainers has 
sobered the broadcaster execs, who 
previously were unworried over the 
prospect of a sustainer strike alone. 

With William H. Davis, State Me- 
diation Board head, sitting in on the 
the conferees’ include 
Mark Woods, of NBC; Lawrence 
Lowman, of CBS; Julius Seebach, of 





LES SCRIBES 


Networks Expect Daily Conferences 


announced last week for this coming | Mutual; Emily Holt, George Heller 
Oct. 1. Affecting small stations par- |and Henry Jaffe, of AFRA, and repe 
ticularly, a limitation on the length |resentatives from WGN, Chicago, 
of commercial copy—including that | and the Don Lee network. Although 


| devoted to contests and offers—wasj|none of those participating would 


im- | 


connected with radio ‘flops’ habitu- | 


|ing to do with the creation of the | 


Manfred Lee and | 


| 
‘Ellery 
whodunit | 


placed as follows: 

Daytime: 15-minute programs, 3:15; 
30-minute programs, 4:30; one-hour 
programs, 9. 
| Nighttime: 15-minute programs, 
2:30; 30-minute programs, 
| hour programs, 6. 
Acceptance of programs and an- 
‘nouncements shall be limited to 
| products and services, radio adver- 
| tising, testimonials and other state- 
{ments comply with pertinent legal 
| requirements, fair trade practices 
|and accepted standards of good taste,’ 
| the NAB warned. ‘Brief handling of 
| commercial copy is recommended 
! procedure at all times.’ 

In limiting commercial copy to the 
| above-designated minutes and sec- 
;onds, N.A.B. explained that the 
checks do not apply to participation 


programs, announcement programs, | 
| musical clocks, shoppers’ guides and | 
that | 
sneers at failure, with no respect for | 
However, Young | 


local programs falling ‘within these 
general classifications.’ 

‘Because of the varying economic 
| and social conditions throughout the 
| United States, members of the N.A.B. 
| shall have the right to present to the 
| N.A.B. for special ruling local situa- 
| tions which in the opinion of the 
|member may justify exceptions to 
|the above prescribed limitations,’ it 
| promised, 





| FRED STONE’S MENAGE 


| Wife, Daughters, Son-in-Law United 
in WOR Offering 





and his family are 
starred in a new program being 
|readied under the title ‘The Stone 
Family Boarding House.’ Cast will 


Fred Stone 


include in addition to the comedian. | 


jhis wife Allene, their three daugh- 
|ters, Dorothy, Paula and Carol, and 


|'sons-in-law Charles Collins and 
|Duke Daly, plus the latter’s or- 
| chestra. 

Show was auditioned privately 


| Sunday night (22). No sponsorship 
or network deal is set. Clifford 
| Maitland Sage is producing. 





|show. All subsequent communica- 
| tions had to be relayed by CBS di- 
|rector Zachary. 

When the ‘Ellery Queen’ contract 
}expired last Sunday (22), Gulf again 
|picked up its Screen Guild series, 


which costs around $12,000-$15,000 to | 
| produce, as compared to the who- | 


| dunit’s $4,000. 
jing that 


Agency men, assert- 
the account was 


ithe Screen Guild names. Y.&R. is 
now trying to find another sponsor 
\for the series, so far without suc- 
cess, 


3; one- | 


well | 
|pleased with ‘Ellery,’ explained that | 
Rubicam, | Gulf prefers the prestige value of 


| disclose specific details of the nego- 
|tiations, several expressed satisfac- 
{tion with the progress so far and 
|confidence that a ‘mutually agree- 


| able’ settlement will be reached. 





MIKES IN US. 
‘COURT OKE FOR 


| ALIENS 





Detroit, Sept. 24. 
Approval to take its microphones 
jinto Federal Court, a rarity, has 
| been granted Station WJBK here, 


| As a result it has put on the air four 
|programs in the last month of the 
| impressive ceremonies by which the 
jforeign-born go through the final 
'steps of their naturalization to be- 


‘come American citizens, 


| The programs originate directly in 
the U. S. District Court in the Fed- 
eral Building here picking up Fed- 
eral Clerk George M. Read adminis- 
| tering oath of allegiance to hundreds 
|of new citizens with the address to 
them delivered either by Judges 
| Ernest A. O’Brien or Frank A. Pick- 
lard. Foreign-born listen heavily to 
the program the mail indicates—not 
unimportant with a dense foreign 
population here—and has won ap- 
proval from many civic groups. 


SARATOGA VICHY’S AIR 
DEBUT WITH HEALEY 


Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 24. 

Col. Jim Healey, who Monday 
night (23) did his final commentary 
on WGY for Sun Oil after almost 
six years’ sponsorship by that come 
pany, will launch a half-hour Sate 
urday evening series Oct. 12 for Sare 
atoga Vichy. This will mark the 
first time Saratoga Vichy, a national 
advertiser, has used redio in an im- 
portant way. 

Healey’s broadcasts, on the 6:15- 
| 6:45 block, will include sports as well 
as news comment. Leighton & Nel- 
son is the agency and WGY the sta- 
| tion. Mesawhile, Healey is doing a 
Sunday noon sustainer on WGY. It 
is also possible that he will soon be- 
gin a midweek night feature for an- 
| othe: sponsor on WTIC, Hartford. 
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HAZARDS OF 
AIRCASTING 
IN LONDON 


Staff men operating for the Ameri- 
can networks in London have with 
one exception escaped unscathed 
from the Nazi's almost continuous | 
September bombardment of the area. | 
John Steel, Mutual’s commentator, 
was hit by a fragment of a bomb 
while leaving the studios of the Brit- | 
ish Broadeastnig Corp. a week ago 
last Friday (20), but his injuries | 
weren't serious enough to require | 
extended hospitalization. 

Columbia’s London gang is still 
without an office. A bomb last Tues- 
day (17) blew off the upper part of 
the Langhan street building in which 
the CBS staff was quartered (a whis- 
tle from BBC) and so wrecked the 
furniture that not even a chair could 
be salvaged. Nobody was in the of- 
fice at the time. Meanwhile the Lon- 
don CBSites are using Ed Murrow’s 
personal apartment as their office. 

William Shirer, Columbia’s Berlin 
chief, narrowly escaped injury last 
week while driving home. He caught 
sight of an unfenced bomb crater 
just in time to swerve sharply and | 
avoid going over the edge. 

NBC’s Fred Bate in London is still | 
going strong. 


The Imaginary Case Of 
Johnny Jones (an Am), 
A Wage Worry of Radio 
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Washington, Sept. 23. 

Dissatisfaction with the ruling of 
Col. Philip B. Fleming, wage-hour 
administrator, regarding the status 
of radio performers, was voiced last 
week by the National Association of 
Broadcasters. While Fleming ruled 
that entertainers performing direct- 
ly from a radio station should be en- 
titled to benefits from that station 
under the wage-hour act (VARIETY, 
Sept. 18), and that performers re- 
ceiving their pay from hotels, con- 
cert halls and other places where 
the radio program is broadcast only 
by ‘remote control’ are the respon- 
sibility of the imdividual who em- 
ploys them in the first place, N.A.B. 
complained that ‘it takes only a 
glance to see that this memcrandum 
leaves dozens 
swered.’ 

‘Just for instance, must a station 
now pay Johnny Jones 5 cents for 
playing his harmonica 10 minutes on 
a Saturday morning amateur hour?’ 
N.A.B. inquired. 


Trade body’s labor relations direc- | 


tor is taking up the matter with 
Col. Fleming and expects to give a 
‘full report’ on Johnny Jones and 
other troublesome problems which 
pop up in the broadcast industry. 
Promises the low-down on a series 
of similar questions by next week. 


T. R. YBARRA VICTIM 





OF NASH PROXIMITY 





NBC-blue is now without a single 
news commentator filling a 15-min- 
ute spot on a sustaining basis. T. R. 


Ybarra, who had the 10-10:15 p. m. | 


period across the board and had at- 
tracted favorable attention, was 
withdrawn last week with the entry 
of John B. Kennedy in the 9:30-9:35 
p.m. spot, which shortly goes under 
the. sponsorship of Nash. Ybarra 
will be used henceforth as a utility 
analyst. 

Daily news periods on the blue 
now add up to 11, at least as far as 
the eastern portion of the network 


is concerned. This schedule is as 
follows: 

ee ee eee 7:55 a. m. 
European Roundup...... 8:00 a. m. 
Associated Press......... 8:55 a. m. 
Esso SS So Stsetd co. os 3 
Associated Press......... 4:55 p. m. 
ES I Oe eer 6:00 p. m. 
Lowell Thomas.......... 6:45 p. m. 
John B. Kennedy........ 9:30 p. m. 
MR oper ees ea% Gk ke & 11:00 p. m. 
Associated Press......... 12:55 a. m. 
Associated Press......... 1:55 a. m. 





JOHN McNEILL GOES BLUE 

John McNeill, of the NBC-red 
gales staff, has been transferred to 
the blue sales department. 

He will have several important 
account assignments, 


of questions unan- | 


ee ES a ree 
i fo _EP aC eS ens ay? 
| Kraft eee 
|Lanny Ross 
| Lincoln | EES R TEE TE 
| Luncheon at the Waldorf 
Lux Radio Theatre.... 
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Quinine 
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Bread 


of operation in | 
umple-Hummert 


agency nobody among the personnel holds the 


title of producer. 
and the agency’s setup in this 
| ‘John’s Other Wife,’ Kolynos, Les 


| Blair Walliser. 


WCCO MAKES SERIES OF 
MINNESOTA LITERAT 


Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 
Stories by Minnesota authors will 
| be dramatized for presentation over 
| WCCO (CBS) here in a series of 
‘programs which the station will 
launch Oct. 6. 
Authors include Martha Ostenso, 


James Grey, William McNally and 
Margaret Culkin Banning. 





They’re known as directors 


regard follows: 
ter Vail. 


| 
‘Romance of Helen Trent,’ Edna Wallace Hopper, | 


Parade 





.. Newell-Emmett 
....J. Walt. Thompson..... 
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ee 
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1940-41 Producer Assignments 


AGENCY 


..Young & Rubicam..... 
. William Esty.......... 
....Young & Rubicam..... 

..Benton & Bowles...... 
..Ruthrauff & Ryan..... 


. Stack-Goble 


...Ruthrauff & Ryan..... 
..Ruthrauff & Ryan..... 

....Ruthrauff & Ryan..... 
.. William Esty......... 

.. William Esty.......... 


..Lord & Thomas......... 


J. Walt. Thompson..... 
..Lord & Thomas........ 
.. Kiesewetter 
..Ruthrauff & Ryan...... 
..Biow 
..McCann-Erickson 
.-McCann-Erickson .... 
..Lennen & Mitchell..... 
.William Esty.......... 
. Young & Rubicam..... 
Benton & Bowles....... 


Needham, Louis & Bror 


~ . eer ee 


eeereereeeeees 
ee 


Lennen & Mitchell..... 


.Biow 


.. Young & Rubicam..... 
.. Benton & Bowles...... 
.. Young & Rubicam..... 
..Young & Rubicam..... 
..Lord & Thomas....... 


.J. Walt. Thompson..... 
.Ruthrauff & Ryan..... 


... Benton & Bowles...... 
ys.  -° . Serre 
...3. Walt Thompson..... 
..Ruthrauff & Ryan..... 
.. Young & Rubicam..... 
.. Ward Wheelock........ 
a 
...Pedlar & Ryan........ 
..-.voung & Rubicam..... 
... Young & Rubicam..... 
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...J. Walt. Thompson 
.Lennen & Mitchell 
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.,.Gardner 
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.. Stack-Goble 
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...uennen & Mitchell 
.... Young & Rubicam 
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...Benton & Bowles....... 


Orrin Tucker orchestra and Bon- 


| ALL-RED STATIONS 
FOR WESTINGHOUSE 


nie Backer are off the Lucky Strike | 


PRODUCER 
_, .George McGarrett 
Bill Moore 
_,,.George McGarrett 
_,,. Addison Smith 
.,..John Loveton 
_.. Joe Daly 
_.., Lee Cooley 
Bill Tuttle 
_...Crane Wilbur 
_,,. Bill Moore 
Helen Phillips & 
Bernard Dougall 
_,.Tom McAvity 
Kenneth Webb 
Wayne Griffin & 
Jack Smalley 
Homer Fickett 


John Loveton 
Jack Johnstone 
_...Lillian Steinfeld 
....J0an Cannon 

... Bill Robson 


.... Ken Fickett 


....George McGarrett 
...Jdack Hurdle 
‘py Cecil Underwood 


.... Bradford Browne 


W. J. Reddick & 

H. L. McClinton 
....Paul Monroe, Howard 
Reilly & Bill Shore 


....Harry Holcombe 
.... G. Sisson, Jr. 
James Fonda 
Adrian Samish 
.,..Gordon Auchincloss 
& Kar! Schullinger 
_, ..Bill Robson 
..., Murray Bolen 
W. A. Tibbals 
Henry Hull 
....Jack Hurdle 
.... Bob Welch 
....Carol Irwin 
....Ed Cashman & 
Karl Schullinger 
.,..Bob Brewster 
....Lee Cooley 
.... Maurice Lowell 
....Don Bernard 
.... Sanford Barnett 
Bill Tuttle 
.... Hendrik Booraem 
....Diana Bourbon 
....Don Bernard 
....Ed Byron 
Bill Rousseau 
.... Bill Rousseau 
.. Theodore Barash 
John Christ 
Jay Clark 
Henry Larom 
Ed Wolf & 
Elisabeth Howard 
., David White 
Lindsey MacHarrie 
....Paul Dudley 
....Don Langan 
.... Frank O'Connor 
....Kenneth Watt 
..Ed Gardner 
....RoOland Martini 
Harry Ackerman 
....L0m McKnight 
Diana Bourbon 
...Glenn Hall Taylor 
....Donald Cope 
....Norman Morrell 
...W.A. Tibbals 
.. Arthur Daly 
Bill Tuttle 
....C. L. Menser 
....Charles Bulotti 
Paul Dudley 
.... A. K. Spencer 
....Hildegarde Dickson 
....Lee Cooley 
....Nate Tufts 
Blayne Butcher 
....30e Hill 
.... Theodora Yates 
...Haven MacQuarrie 


‘Our Gal Sunday,’ Anacin, Stephen Gross. 
‘Orphans of Divorce,’ Dr. Lyon’s, Richard Leonard. | 
‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill,’ Cal-Aspirin, 
Gross. 
‘Just Plain Bill,’ Kolynos, Martha Atwell. 
‘Backstage Wife,’ Dr. Lyon’s, Blair Walliser. 
‘Stella Dallas,’ Phillips, Richard Leonard. 
‘Lorenzo Jones,’ Phillips, Norman Sweetster. 
“Young Widder Brown,’ Bayer, Martha Atwell. 
‘Mr. Keen,’ Kolynos, Martha Atwell. 
‘Second Husband,’ Bayer, Ed Wolfe. 


| TUCKER-BAKER OFF 


End 39 Weeks on Lucky Strike Hit 





Stephen | 


Near East Tension 
Cues Reshuffle Of 
NBC's News Setup 








NBC has taken the opening of 
| Italy’s military campaign against the 
| British in Egypt as a cue for the 
reshuffling of its overseas news 
coverage staff. It’s augmenting the 
Cairo setup by moving Martin Ag- 
ronsky, Balkan correspondent who 
hails from Atlantic City, from Buch- 
arest to the Egyptian capital. 
Similar staff expansion will be 
made in the case of Ankara, Turkey, 
The Near East staff is operating 
under the direction of Max Jordan, 





Big Name Program With 
Mrs. F.D.R. From 8-H In 
Radio City For Democrats 


Democratic National Committee 
will, as far as radio is concerned, 
confine itself to network broadcast- 
ing with but one exception. It will 
use spot in connection with the tour 
of Henry Wallace, vice-presidential 
candidate. Spot broadcasting will 
otherwise be left to the party's siate 
committees. 


First of the Democratic paid 
broadcasts done from a network stu- 
dio will be that featuring Mrs. Elea- 
nor Roosevelt this Friday (27) over 
an NBC-blue hookup of 108 stations. 
It will be staged in NBC's largest 
studio, 8H, which seats 1,100 per- 
sons, between 9:30 and 10 a. m. 
Those slated to be interviewed by 
Mrs. Roosevelt during this broadcast 
are Katherine Hepburn, Edna Fur- 
ber, Marc Connelly, James Thurber, 
| William Saroyan, Sidney Kingsley, 
Robert Sherwood, Alice Duer Miller 
and .Dr. Frank Kingdon. 











‘Lyn Murray’s Original 
Music for ‘Mother’ Serial 


Lyn Murray has composed the 
original theme music for the new 
| strip serial ‘Mother o* Mine,’ which 
|starts Monday (30). He also has 
been making a series of 13 one- 
minute dramatized spot announce- 
ments with music for Packard. 
| Young & Rubicam is the agency. 
| Composer-arranger-conductor goes 
| to Providence Oct. 13 to baton ‘Bal- 
{lad for Americans,’ probably with 
| Ray Middleten, for the docal Com- 
;munity Chest. He will use a local 
| orchestra and chorus. Murray last 
week turned down an offer to do the 
|choral arrangements for the forth- 
| coming ice show ‘It Happens on Ice,’ 
| because he’s busy doing a similar 
stint for the new Buddy DeSylva 
musical ‘Panama Hattie.’ Does choral 
arrangements for the Lucky Strike 
‘Hit Parade’ and has sustaining spots 
| with a quartet over CBS. 


| PAN tl A stl 
| WILLKIE RADIO SHORTIES 


Sherman & Marquette Agency Plac- 
ing Them in Illinois 








Chicago, Sept. 24. 

Sherman & Marquette agency has 
been retained by the Associated 
Willkie Clubs of Illinois to handle 
some ether campaigns for Wendell 
Willkie’s presidential campaign. 

Agency is setting a flock of one- 
| minute disked platters on as many as 
| possible of 28 Mlinois stations. An- 
nouncements will be in form of in- 
terviews, Willkie answering specific 
| questions. 

Original negotiation on the adver- 
| tising setup was made through James 
| Douglas, chairman of the Illinois 

Willkie Clubs. 


| — 





_ Wm. Hawes’ New Office 


William Hawes, who formerly oOp- 
| erated Radio Script Service, now 
/has a general agency for performer 
and writing talent. Has applied for 
| licenses from Equity, Screen Actors 
| Guild and the American Guild of 


Westinghouse will become an en- | Variety Artists. Will also be active 


‘Hit Parade’ after a 39-week run. tirely red network account when it in radio, but the American Federa- 
Currently making a picture for| takes over the Thursday 10:30-11 | tion of Radio Artists does not yet 


Paramount, they will probably not! P-™. period on that link’s schedule | have any 
return to the program. dn. 
This Saturday night’s (28) guests! Originates over the blue, Westing- | 


will be Marie Greene, house’s Raymond Paige stanza is a 


| early next 


coloratura 


month. 


swing singer, with Her Merry Men | Mixture of red and blue outlets. 


quartet. They 
(23) from the Coast. 


planed 


in Monday 
| Thursday & 


to 8:30 slot. 


agency regulations or li- 


Though it now | cense requirements. 


Hawes will have a small client 
| list, mostly in radio. He has made 
larrangements with a Hollywood 


Program currently occupies the! office for handling his people on th 


, Coast. 


+ 


Tas Sem 


Se OE 


ae A 


alia RN PLT IRE 





aE 


SE AMG IGG RTT 


oa. 


ere 


= Sy 


, 
| 
' 








wr tt Oe Ae OO we | 


we 


— 


- 
v 
1 
5 





4 ee 


re 





ee 





4 
; 





SoS A 


o> a. 


Sm. ~ 


Sy eee 


at 


da 


Wednesday, September 25, 1940 


VARIETY 


RADIO 25 





SHUN HYSTERIA 





~ Rash of War Songs Breaks Out 





Now that the United States has embarked on its vast rearming pro- 
gram and military conscription has become a fact the flow of patriotic 
tunes into Tin Pan Alley is fast assuming the aspects of the 1917 
period. The manuscripts are coming from veteran professionals as 
well as the new crop of established writers and professionals. 

First of the songs on the conscription theme is being put out by 


Leeds Music. 


It’s tagged, ‘Is It Love or Is It Conscription?’ 


Walter 


Bishop and Lou Singer are responsible for this one. 

Mills Music, Inc., has four of the patriotic type set for publication. 
They are ‘Who'll Take the Place of the Mademoiselle from Armen- 
tierres?” (George Graff, Jr.. and George Weist), ‘Give the Stars and 
Stripes a Permanent Wave’ (Moe Jaffe and Harold Greenspun), ‘He’s 
*a Typical American Boy,’ “Thanks America’ and ‘Let Freedom Ring’. 


Santly-Joy-Seiect also has a candidate. 


Marry a Soldier?’ 


It's ‘What Will I Do If I 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. likewise has a couple of entries in the 


patriotic sweepstakes. 


One’s a new tune, ‘Your Homeland and My 


Homeland,’ by Sam Lewis and J. Fred Coots, while the other is a new, 
edition of Halsey Mohr’s 1918 hit, ‘Liberty Bell, It’s Time to Ring 


Again’. 


‘What Are You Doing for Your Uncle Sam?’, a patriotic tune now 
being used by the Bobby Byrne and Russ Morgan bands, is the first 
attempt at songwriting by a Robert G. Wallace of Westchester, New 
York. As with Irving Berlin and ‘God Bless America,’ Wallace is 
turning over whatever royalties accrue from the song's sale to charity. 
It goes to the Red Cross as does a portion of the take of its publish- 
ers, Green Bros. & Knight. Beerlin’s royalties go to the Boy and Girl 


Scouts of America. 








P&GS MANY 


TUNE CHANGES 





Procter & Gamble is making a 
number of additional time changes 
in its list of radio shows. Most of 
the moves are effective Sept. 30, but 
others areas of Sept. 21, Oct. 4 and 
Oct. 21. 
and networks are involved. 


‘The Goldbergs’ (Blackett-Sample- | 


Hummert) moves from 1 p. m. t 


1 


Various agencies, products | is 


WHEATENA SETS LEADS 


Gertrude Warner and David Gothard 
Cast by Ed Wolf 








Cast for ‘Dark Victory,’ first of the 
Wheatena playhouse recorded series 


to preem Monday (30) includes Gert- 
rude Warner and David Gothard in 
the leads, plus Katherine Givney, 
Ray Collins, Rosalind Greene, Carl 
Frank and Marian Shockley in sup- 
porting parts. Carlo DeAngelo will 
direct for Ed Wolf Associates, which 
producing for the Compton 
| agency. 





Herbert Little and David Victor 
are scripting the series, which will 


5 p. m. over CBS. ‘Woman in White’ | include adaptations of stage plays. 
(Pedlar & Ryan), reported about to | Each opus will be in five-a-week 15- 


be dropped, moves from noon over 
NBC red (WEAF) to 1 p. m. over 
CBS , ‘This Small Town’ (Compton), 


minute chapters (except over a few 
stations which will air them four-a- 


week) and run for four or five weeks. 


~ 


WARNINGS TO 
AADIO, SHOW BIZ 


Group of Experts in Propa-| 
ganda Hold New York 
Meeting—Hope Showmen 
May Familiarize Them- | 


| 


selves With Best Knowl- 
edge on Good and Bad 
Methods | 


—_———_ 





A group of intellectuals, college 
professors and leaders of thought 
held a meeting at the Hotel Berk- 


shire, New York, on Sept. 17, under 
the chairmanship of Edward L. Ber- 
nays, the public relations counsel. 
They drew up and signed a state- 
ment of attitude toward the problem 
of morale under democracy and the 
use of propaganda as an insurance 
policy for democracy. They also ap- 
pointed two continuing committees 
to investigate and report back the 
probably best ways and means of 
setting up practical aids to sound, and 
|brakes to bad propaganda whether 
America stays out or goes into war. 
They fear heedless, zealous propa- 





ganda almost as much as they value 
| the right kind. 

| Stripped of all academic verbiage, 
| the thing that apparently worries the 
|best informed minds is that the 


| United States does not go on another | 


'emotional bender as in the last war 
and end up with an awful intellec- 
|tual hangover. It is their hope that 
| the various opinion-moulding agen- 
|cies, of which in 1940 radio is pre- 
|eminent, will have the benefit of the 
| best advice and that tomorrow’s re- 
‘action will be borne in mind in les- 


at 10 a.m. over NBC red, will be | Show will be spotted locally on 17 | sening today’s temptations (in prop- 
heard only over the eastern hookup, | $*4tions, including WEAF, New York. | aganda effort) to get a quick but 


while ‘Houseboat Hannah’ (B-S-M) 
has the same time on NBC red, but 
over a western hookup. 

‘Road to Life’ (P. & R.), moving 
from 11:15 to 11:30 a. m. on NBC 
red, will be heard only in the east, 
while at the same time over the 


network’s western end will be heard 

Latter show | Cott’s ‘So, You Think You Know | 
moves from 5:15 on NBC red. ‘Road | Music’ quiz show and will use it as | 
also have a second/a seven-minute spot in its revived 


‘Kitty Keene’ (B-S-H). 


to Life’ will 


broadcast over CBS at 1:45 p. m. All | ‘Schaefer 
| WEAF, New York, locally Tuesday | 


the above are effective Sept. 30. 


‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ (Compton) | nights at 
goes from 1:15 to 1 p. m. over CBS} (1). 


and a second broadcast from 5:15 to 
5:45 p. m. over NBC red, effective 
Oct. 21. Instead of being dropped, 
‘The O'Neills’ (Compton) remain at 
12:15 p. m. over NBC red, but the 
second broadcast moves as of Oct. 


21 from 5:45 p. m. on NBC red to | 


5:15 .D. m. on CBS. Various other 
daytime program shifts have been 
reported previously. 


Among the P. & G. night shows, | 
started | 
last week over CBS at 8 p. m. Mon- | 


‘Those We 


Love’ (Kastor) 


days, ‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ 


(Kastor) began last week over NBC | 
red at 8 p. m. Saturdays and ‘Every- | 


man’s Theatre’ (B-S-H) preems Oct. 
4 over NBC red at 9:30 p. m. Fri- 
days. ‘Truth or Consequences’ 


(Compton) moves recently from 9:45 | 


P.m. Saturdays over CBS to 8:30 the 
Same night over NBC red. 


Nan Elliott Departs 
Columbia Artists, Inc. 


Chicago, Sept. 24. 
Nan Elliott has resigned as chief 
¥ the Chicago Columbia Artists, 
h}. office. Replacement at Colum- 
la Artists here is Robert Hafter, 
Who comes up from the WBBM pro- 
duction department. 


Hafter was brought into CA pic- 


ture originally to handle possible | 


—— Production twist on vaude 
tt, booked into Riverside, Mil- 
ee ee, by CA here. . Besides con- 
Haftes to handle Riverside booking, 

er will also o.0. the Chicago 


men's Symphony show for Libby- | 


vens-Ford which deals were set b 
. : y 
a, Elliott and Herb Rosenthal, CA 


SCHAEFER BEER BUYS 


Schaefer Brewing has bought Ted 


Revue,’ which goes on 
7:45, starting next week 
Stanza will have Cott, Leon- 
ard Liebling and two guests. Reg- 
ular show lineup will include Felix 
| Knight, Allan Roth’s orchestra and a 
} chorus. 


| New be the first spon- 
sorship for ‘So, You Think You 
} Know Music.’ It has been a 30- 
minute CBS sustainer for 16 months 


at various spots on the board. 


150th Jos Mutual 


setup will 


| 


Intermountain network, three sta- 
tions in Utah and one in South 
Carolina, join Mutual this week, 
| bringing the number of affiliated 


stations to 150. In addition the Don 
Lee net, Mutual’s Coast 
| gets an added outlet, KFJI, Kla- 
math Falls. Oregon, next Sunday 
| (29). 

| Added Utah 
|Salt Lake City-Ogden; 
|Provo, and KEUB, Price. 
| Carolina outlet is WMRC, Green- 
ville. 


are KLO, 


stations 





Oboler’s N. Y. Airings 
Hollywood, Sept. 24. 


Arch Oboler will do two of his 
‘Everyman’s Theatre’ plays for 
| Procter & Gamble in the east after 





| the opener from here Oct. 4. Second | 


| broadcast, with Raymond Massey in 
‘This Precious Freedom,’ airs from 
New York, while the third, ‘The Cat 
Wife,’ with Betty Winkler, originates 
in Chicago. 

Remainder of the programs ema- 
nates from NBC Coast studio, 


TED COTT MUSIC QUIZ << 


Dave White produces for B.B.D.&O. | 


affiliate, | 


KOVO, | 
South | 


| hysterical response from the popu- 
| lace. 

| This gathering of intellectuals both 
values and appreciates radio, the 
the stage, song publishing 
and other channels under showman- 
ship control. Its concern is that the 
kind of hate-glorifying reason-paral- 
|yzing stuff of the last war will be 
avoided. ‘The Kaiser, the Beast of 
| Berlin,’ was cited as a type of film 
|\that drags the whole idea of democ- 
racy down to such a low level that it 
inflames and releases mob tendencies 
that ultimately corrupt and under- 


'mine democracy, producing fascism | 


and nazism. The excessive every- 
day-its-own-sensation-on-propaganda 
of the Creel committee regime dur- 
ing the last war was the daddy of the 
greatest disillusionment and revul- 
sion of mass feeling of modern times. 
‘Words Won the War’ the last time, 
but lost the victory, the peace and 
the hope of world sanity. A repeti- 
tion of this same kind of catch-as- 
catch-can propaganda in the present 
crisis would be a great calamity, most 
|of the members of the all-day ses- 
'sion at the Berkshire apparently 
agreed. 
Quick Tricks Lose Game 


The steps that should or can be 
taken to guard against the perversion 
of propaganda to unsound and un- 
wise experiencies and immediacies 


are not clear even to the savants. 
Somehow it is hoped a practical 
clearing house or contact system 


could be established, so that those 
men who create radio programs, 
produce stage plays, 
etc., would have the 


imake films, 


| write songs, 


benefit of the best modern knowl- | 


edge on psychology, neurology and 
| political science, and so that they 
| would get a hint of the possible de- 
'sirability or undesirability of using 
|a particular kind of argument or 
‘using a particular trick of mob in- 
citement. 

| The group apparently has no illu- 
|sions of the wide chasm between 
| their own more or less theoretical 
| interest in the mechanics of democ- 
'racy and the hard-boiled showmen 
| who, in every national emergency, 


| ie # - 
| translate patriotic sentiment into en- 


} (Continued on page 39) 


+ 
| 
| 


FEAR ‘BENDER’ | 


| promptly, and usually instinctively, | 


HANGOVER 








Special Board Over Radio As 


- Part of US.A. National Defense 





— 


Sportsmanly P. K. 





Chicago, Sept. 24. 

Indication of P. K. Wrigley’s 
consideration of the general 
radio and baseball public was his 
voluntary gesture made to base- 
ball-carrying radio stations last 
week, 

Gratuitously phoned them to 
offer them privilege of passing 
up broadcasts of his Cubs games 
at home because they were out 
of the flag race, and gave them 
advance permission to take in- 
stead the out-of-town games of 
the White Sox, which still had 
a pennant chance. 


SWAN SOAPS 
$12,000,000 BR. 


Young & Rubicam is reported lin- 
|ing up some radio material for 
| Lever Bros. in connection with Swan 
|soap, a new agency entry, but the 


|chances of action aren’t immediate. 

Swan has been framed as a com- 
|petitor to Ivory and the reports are 
‘that as much as $12,000,000 has al- 
j}ready been appropriated for a splash 
'on the new brand. 

















Peeping in Windows One 
Fan Stunt for Visit Of 


| Tom Lewis, Loretta Young 





Troy, N. Y., Sept. 24. 


Tom Lewis, radio director for 
Young & Rubicam, and his bride of 
,/seven weeks, film star Loretta 
| Young, came to Troy over the week- 
end for what they planned as a 
quiet visit to meet Lewis’ family— 
| mother, sister and brothers, one vice 
president of a leading local bank, 
the other, a doctor and best man at 
the wedding in Hollywood. How- 
ever, Lewis, a North Troy boy, and 
his wife were recognized while 
shopping downtown. From then it 
was so hectic that they returned to 
the ‘peace’ of New York early Mon- 
day morning. Autograph hunters at 
St. Augustine’s Church gathered by 
the scores Sunday morning and so 
many people prowled around the 
Lewis’ homestead later that a po- 
lice detail was necessary. 

Such polite actions as peeping un- 
der lowered window shades and 
trampling on the lawn were the or- 
|der of the day, as locals sought a 
look at Troy’s first famous couple. 
Bell and telephone ringers were also 
in full force and finally no attention 
was paid to the phone. The pair 
refused to pose for photographs, not 
wishing to have their married life 
ballyhooed 

Lewis made his radio debut with 
the WGY Players about nine years 
ago, working gratis at the start. 
Later he became an announcer and 
script writer at the Schenectady 
station, 


Vox Pop Slant 
Albany, Sept. 20. 

| Editor, Variety: 

To an innocent bystander it seems 
as though ASCAP is going to a hell- 
'uva lot of trouble to keep its music 
on the air. If the public (bless 
them) will forget ASCAP’s so readily 
and take up BMI’s so quickly, what’s 
the use? 

Wouldn’t a little more publicity 
help to get the public interested? 

Radio programs have 
BMI, but I have yet to hear an 


| ASCAP song spoken of as such. 
Jay Rainer. 





Washington, Sept. 24. 

President Roosevelt yesterday 
(Tuesday) signatured an executive 
order setting up the National De- 
fense Communications Board with 
James L. Fly, head of the Federal 
Communications Commission, as 
chairman. Rest of the board will 
consist of the chief signal officer of 
the U. S. Army, the director of 
Naval Communications, the assist- 
ant secretary of state and the assist- 
ant secretary of the treasury. Order 
contains a provision which prohibits 
any form of censorship, something 
about which the broadcasting indus- 
try was much concerned. 

It will be up to the board to ‘study 
the physical aspects of domestic 
broadcasting and recommend such 
precautions, supplementary facilities 
and reallocations as it should deem 
desirable under foreseeable military 
conditions. Also make plans for the 
speedy and efficacious use of all 
necessary facilities in time of mili- 
tary emergency.’ 

Board’s other functions include 
the consideration and preparations 
of needs for national defense, other 
Government agencies of industry 
and civilian activities; allocate such 
portions of communications facili- 
ties as are required by these groups 
and provide various control meas- 
ures and control agencies necessary 
to handle non-military communieca- 
tions in case of war. 





Army’s Iren-Outer 





plugged | 


Washington, Sept. 24. 

Another coordinating, clearing 
house arrangement has been perfect- 
|ed to ease the mental strain of sta- 
| tion operators trying to cooperate in 
j}the national defense program, but 
| bewildered about pleasing everybody 
yelling for gratis time. The War De- 
| partment has designated Major A. R. 
|Ginsberg, special aide to Assistant 
| Secretary Patterson, to try and iron 
|out conflicts over programs about 
| Army activities. 

Difficulty cropped out following 
passage of the conscription bill. With 
the War Department still appealing 
for voluntary enlistments to bolster 
the standing Army, question arose 
about fitting in explanatory talks 
about the draft procedure and pre- 
paring copy so that the edge would 
not be taken off the spiels aimed at 
men who might sign up voluntarily 
for a regular hitch in khaki. 

Then, too, there were some con- 
flicts with the reserve forces. In 
many States, local naval reserve 
units and the National Guard outfits 
are asking broadcasters to help them 
fill gaps in the ranks. Some station 
proprietors wondered when the bugle 
calls would end, 

Befuddled proprietors, even non- 
members, can get their troubles 
weighed through N.A.B., which will 
take up specific problems at the War 
Department just as it is doing with 
the National Defense Advisory Com- 
mission. 


MARS ADDS 36 
ON NBC RED 








Chicago, Sept. 24 
Mars Candy Co. expanding its Dr. 
I.Q. web on the NBC-Red and will 
add 36 outlets starting Oct. 7 to 
make it a hook-up of 95 stations 
Account is handled through the 
Grant agency here. 


Larry Taylor Sings With 
Percy Faith’s Orchestra 


Larry Taylor, vocalist with the 
Charlie Barnet orchestra, leaves that 
| spot the end of this month to start a 
113 week stretch on the new Carna- 
tion Milk program out of Chicago. 
Program rides 97 stations on the 
NBC Red and Canadian Broadcasting 
spreads at 10-10:30 p.m. Mondays be- 
ginning Oct. 7. 

Talent for the program also in- 
cludes Percy Faith’s band and Louise 
King. 
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KATE SMITH 
With Ted Collins, Willie Howard, 
Louella Parsons, Tyrone Power, 
Dean Jagger, Mary Astor, Ted 
Straeter Chorus, Jack Miller Or- 
chestra, Andre Baruch | 


585 Mins. 

GRAPE NUTS | 
Friday, 8 p. m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 


(Young & Rubicam) 


The main property of Kated, Inc., 
took to the rails Friday (20) and be- 
gan another season. One of the few 
big-time, big-budget variety type en- | 
tertainments still going strong, the! 
Kate Smith Hour-less-five-minutes- 
for-Elmer Davis has changed comics | 
this time. The graduates Abbott and 
Costello now have their own sponsor, 
while the newcomer is that Broad- 
way veteran Willie Howard (minus 
Eugene), who is trying his luck with 
the world’s hardest-and-easiest con- 
gregation, the radio audience. 

Following the Collins formula now 
familiar and requiring no detailed 
analysis, the program paced the socko 
singing of Miss Smith, the comedy 
session of Howard, intermittent | 
choral work under Ted Straeter 
(fifth year and solid, advanced vocal 
harmonics), 


cial copy for Grape Nuts, 
star and her manager-emcee pitch in 
on the pitch, so there is small hazard 
that even the most inattentive and 
wandering yokel could miss the mes- 
sage. 

A slick, topical, typical tieup had 
Raymond Kelly, national com- 
mander of the American Legion, on 
the program to greet Miss Smith and 
hail her as a patriotic personage just 
a week before the Legion meets in 
Boston. It made a strong underscor- 
ing of a phase of the star’s activity, 
Americanism, which now comes into 
its own, she having been going to 
town for the U.S.A. for the past sev- 
eral years, well before the present 
hooray-for-our-side spirit grew so 
intense. Naturally the legionaire’s 
presence and emphasis cued to the 
singing of ‘God Bless America.’ 


Pretty gushy for masculine ears 
was the exchange of compliments be- 
tween Miss Smith and Louella Par- 
sons. But tradition is tradition. It 
didn’t last long. Mary Astor, Tyrone 
Power and Dean Jagger offered a 
radioized excerpts from 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox’s ‘Brigham Young’ film. As 
with the average film preview over 
the air, the value to the program: is 
mostly implicit in the stars who par- 
ticipate rather than any great dra- 
matic velocity stirred up by the per- 
formance as such. It was passable 
but rot distinguished radio drama, 
and inevitably the treatment of the 
-* aie events was on the diluted tea 
side. 

Willie Howard accomplished a re- 
spectable total of giggles with a 
monolog based on delivery more than 
gags, although a few of the latter 
were bright. Many observers today 
doubt the smartness of using Hebe 
characterization, but snap judgment 
on this ticklish point should not be 
made. Howard's ability to squeeze 
laughs out of a basically meagre line 
of chatter on his opening program 
emphasized his experience as a 
trouper, and suggested also that he 
faces an ulcer-promoting problem of 
material. Working alone, without 
stooges or foils, he is surely attempt- 
ing it the hard way. On the whole, 
his first performance was okay. He 
got by on his nerve, his timing, his 
obvious professional promise. But 
the ice was still dangerously thin. 

Land. 


KNICKERBOCK PLAYHOUSE 
With Lester Damon, Leslie Woods 
Drama 

30 Mins. 

DRENE SHOMPOO (P. & G) 
Saturday, 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(H. W. Kastor & Sons) 


a slice of Hollywood | 
preview, fine Jack Miller music and | 
large, heaping servings of commer- | 
Both the | 
} 
| 


BESSIE BEATTY 

Talk 

45 Mins. 

DOLLY MADISON ICE CREAM 
New York Telephone 

Daily, 11:15 a.m. 


, WOR, New York 


Bessie Beatty, the new ‘Martha 
Deane’ (although called by her right 
name), has the gift of gab. She dem- 
| onstrated this conclusively on her in- 
'augural broadcast Monday when, 
with some momentary assistance 
from her friend, I. A. R, Wylie, the 


| novelist, she kept the words flowing 


—and part of the time glowing-—for 
45 minutes. Anybody who has tried 
to span a mere three minutes on the 
air and almost not lasted that many 
ticks, will appreciate the sheer lung 


| power, nerve strain and vocabulary 
| of the performance. 


Miss Beatty has a varied back- 
ground as magazine editor and 


writer, European correspondent, wife 
| of an actor, world traveler, and dille- | 
| tante in many fields. 


She begins by. 
saying she loves people, and makes 
that sound not only true but free of 
the gushiness such a statement would 
carry if uttered by most lips. Great, 
experience shines through her talks, 
and she was particularly lucky to} 
have a warm-hearted and nimble- 
witted celebrity-friend to help her 
through the first session. 

Programs of this sort intended for 
housewives are necessarily difficult 
\for the male reviewer. But on the 
| grade, and people who can use the 
‘language without effort and with a 
| verbal color palette aren’t going to 
fail, it seems likely that WOR has a 
good bet and Miss Beatty a good 
chance. 

Her lead-in was'a model of all the 
arts of ingratiation. She took care to 
compliment the departing Mary Mar- 
garet McBride, to make it crystal- 
clear to listeners who she was. She 
offered herself as the heiress to the 
crown and sought to transfer to her- 
self the following of the long-run 
Martha Deane, who now is a flower 
in the CBS garden. : 

Miss Beatty gives the impression of 
having a lot crammed in her noodle. 
She dispenses warmth. Land, 





MUSIC ‘BY’ WOODBURY 
With By Woodbury’s Orch., Janyce 


| COREY THOMPSON 
115 Mins.—Leecal 
| TROY LAUNDRY 
| Daily, 7.30 p.m. 
CFCF, Montreal 
| For eight years, via 2,000 broad- 
‘casts, Corey Thompson has been wis- 
ing up the youngsters in the greater 
Montreal area about such varied 
matters as the difference between a 
tortoise and a turtle, how much a 
bear cub weighs, why there are large 
hollows in potatoes, and the aston- 
ishing news that white cats are deaf. 
deaf. : 
Thompson has become something 
of an institution. The same voice, 
the same sponsor, the same program 
pattern, with the never-failing easy, 
conversational style of delivery 
wherein is presented a sort of Ripley 
‘and enecyclopediac question and an- 
swer formula. For nearly a decade 
Uncle Troy has been a ‘must’ with 
the juveniles and a great many of 
the older folk as well. He has made 
a vast store of scientific and general 
knowledge palatable because he has 
made it easy to understand, And 
above all he has demonstrated the 
value of ‘answer man’ programs for 
laundry sponsors and other adver- 
tisers in similar or related lines. 
| Thompson disavows all effection 
in delivery and, although he reaches 
a juve audience, dishes it out 
straight. Perhaps that accounts in 
a large measure for his vast follow- 
ing. Mori. 


theory that merit usually makes the | 


‘FIVE SONGS FOR DEMOCRACY’ 
| With Paul Robeson, M.C. 

30 Mins.—Local 

| Sustaining 

Tuesday, 9 p.m. 

WQXR, New York 


WQXR intermittently makes a 
special one-time program out of 
some series of obscure or unusual 
phonograph records. Such was this 
program. -The discs were recorded 
in Barcelona, Spain, during the 
'Civil War by anti-Fascists. They 
have the a oog of uniqueness im- 
| plicit in their history and associa- 
‘tions. Without explanations and 


[average ear, they would be, to the 





average ear, meaningless mumbo- 
jumbo, not very clear melodically 
and not too certain mechanically. 
Paul Robeson, the Negro basso, 
| turned m.ec. for the occasion and 


Don, Bob Reese, Joe Kirkham and | provided the continuity that gave 
the Four Fellows | the discs, property of publisher Ben- 
Sustaining |nett Cerf, some significance. They 
130 Mins. are almost folk-like numbers that 


Fridays, 10:30 p.m. 
KDYL, NBC, Salt Lake City 

A nice half-hour remote designed 
|to produce a mood of relaxation pro- 
|gram is achieving its purpose with 
la blending of muted brass, wood- 
| winds and effective use of vibraharp 
,and celeste. Thoroughly in harmony 
throughout, the show is written, di- 
| Fected and produced by Woodbury, 
| 





who in addition makes a fourth in 
the Four Fellows quartet. 

Show caught followed the usual 
pattern of a ballad by Reese, blues 
|song by Janyce Don, novelty vocal 
|number by the Four Fellows and a 
popular number by Kirkham, inter- 
| spersed with numbers by the or- 
| chestra. Varied between sweet, Latin 
'and subdued swing. ‘Dancing on a 
| Dime’ and ‘I Hear Music’ from the 
Paramount pictwre, ‘Dancing on a 
| Dime,’ were introduced for the first 
itime on the Coast and Bob Reese 
|sang a new ballad ‘And Time Stood 
| Still,’ Woodbury’s latest composition, 
| which should be nabbed by any pub- 
|lisher wanting a drip ballad. 
| Mood of show is well maintained 
|with celeste playing between each 
;number to provide background for 
lannouncer Tom _ Cafferty, whose 
| voice is well suited to theme. Cory 
| fits in neatly. 
| Band is the result of Woodbury’s 
iidea to collect a lot of Salt Lake 
,boys who were making good with 
|big name bands and put on a show 
|for the home folk. (He is Sunday 





School Superintendent in the Mor- | 


{mon Church.) Joe Kirkham, first 


While in formula ‘Knickerbocker | trumpet, came back from Kay Ky- 
Playhouse’ is pretty much of a car-|Ser’s band, and Bob Breese, lyric 
con copy of ‘The First Nighter’ the|tenor, left the Paul Taylor Choris- 
Drene series shouldn’t have any dif-|ters to join the group. Any of the 


ficulty in making the grade so long |10, including their leader, are able | 
as it sticks to the class of escapist | 


literature which marked the initial 
program (22). 
does as neat a job of production. 
‘Stars Are So Distant’ was the ecap- 
tion of the tee-off event. It spun an 
easily digestible quality of romantic 
taffy. Boy meets girl. Boy’s tycoon 
of a father figures her wrong, even 
though she’s responsible for the boy’s 
reform from a n’er-do-well. Many 
complications ensue, but love even- 
tually wins out. Lester Damon and 
Leslie Woods, cast in the boy and girl 
roles, made listening pleasant. 


The frame of ‘Knickerbocker Play- | 


house’ doesn’t prove too unwieldy; 
nor does it get into the way of the 
prime interest, the narrative. ‘Mr. 
First Nighter’s’ character adumbra- 
tion in this instance is ‘Mr. John 
Knickerbocker,’ with the latter pos- 
ing as the producer and giving off 
glib remarks about ‘curtain’s gone,’ 
great show tonight’ and ‘must-go- 
stage-to-congratulate-my-cast.’ 


Ad copy graviated from straight | 


reading to the posing of a testimonial 


interview in which a Michigan Boule- | 


vard hairdresser confirmed the prod- 
uct’s claim avout the results of hair- 
washing tests. Drene, assures the 
announcer, not only makes the hair 
look lovlier and brighter, but it 
lightens up the user’s personality 
and charm.., Odec. 


to play from one to four instruments, 


|grated, finished group with no 
| ragged edges to their work. 

because it is one of the few late 
programs in which much production 
jis used. 

| DUSTY MILLER’S 
| WRANGLERS 

30 Mins.—Local 

| Daily, 9 a.m. 
|'WTRY, Troy, N. Y¥. 


COLORADO 


jas well as sing, making an unusually | 
Also so long as it| versatile group. Also a well inte- | 


| This show is an audience builder | 





| were composed by soldier-poets and 

etched on wax under crude condi- 
tions during a period of crisis. The 
|accompaniments are by such thin 
j instruments as the harmonica. 
By projecting imagination into 
what he is hearing, the listener may 
manufacture a kind of disembodied 
emotional experience from such 
artistic remnants of a great class 
struggle. But the listener who can- 
not or will not bring his own imagi- 
nation would probably say, ‘Is that 
shortwave?’ Land. 


YOURS FOR A QUARTER HOUR 
With Bill Bryan, Bea Morin, Frank 
Stewart 
15 Mins.—Local 
| Tues.-Thurs.; 10:30 a.m. 
| ae ANTONIO PUBLIC SERVICE 
| . 
| KTSA, San Antonio 
| Long a sustainer on local kilo- 
'eycles, this program at last has 
| found an ideal sponsor in this public 
| utilities company. Aimed at the 
| housewife, program stresses ‘let 
electricity. be your servant.’ 
It’s handled ably by Bill Bryan, 
| who reads the bits of poetry inter- 
| woven in the broadcasts. Each pro- 
gram is dedicated to some member 
of the family. Program caught was 
| dedicated to dad, who foots the bills. 
| Was appealing and not too senti- 
| mental. Background music is a 
novachord, excellently played by 
| Bea Morin. ° 
| Commercials are brief and to the 
| point and are handled well by Frank 
Stewart. Andy. 











| 


| ‘BEHIND THE MIKE’ 
| With Graham MacNamee, Harry Von 
Zell, Capt. Tim Healy 
| 30 Mins, 
Sustaining 
| Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC Blue, New York 

This was a pretty good idea at the 
outset, but as carried out it fell 
pretty flat. There were a few bright 
| spots in the scripting of the idea to 
tell and dramatically explain to lis- 
|} teners what goes on behind the 
scenes of broadcasting, but they 
| were few and far between. Result 
left a negative impression. 

Emceed by Graham MacNamee, 
the program's only shining moments 


Words and Amateurs by Sal Hepatica 


Mexico City, Sept. 17. 

Mexican amateurs have this in common with American amatey;<: 
nervousness. Their singing has an unmistakable tremolo, their dya- 
matic recitations are possessed of a wild-eyed, dry-lipped, scared-stiry 
earnestness. They are anxious, sincere and listening with one ear for 
the gong. And like American amateurs some few of them have prom- 
ise. An occasional smartie is, in fact, self-assured and poised. They 
are, as a show and a phenomenon, somewhat funny, somewhat pathctic 
and very human at XEW, Mexico City. They compete so many each 
week for the right to compete later on in a grand prize of 4,000 pesos 
which they prefer to the round trip to New York that was once the 
first prize. The weekly winners receive a nominal sum immediaiely 
and appear on the next broadcast as guest ‘premios’ (stars). - 

The so-sincere-it-hurts quality in the amateurs is matched in the 
largest studio (300 seats) of XEW by the lusty-lunged rendition by the 
audience, of a spirited march in praise of Bristol-Myers’ well-known 
sizz phiz. As Juan Garrido’s orchestra strikes up the tune, as Chief 
Announcer Pedro De Lille and emcee-comic Julio Zetina encourage 
all to join in, and as a young Mexican equivalent to a cheer leader 
bobs out of the wings to lead the song, the crowd happily gives out 
words which even in Spanish give the American radio-trained ea; a 
sense of hands-across-the-border kinship. Let no one say Mexicans 
and Americans represent different cultures. After all we share Sal 
Hepatica in common. 





20th century wonders: 


And rinse thoroughly with Ipana. 


The words are definitely worthy of publication in this journal of 


Sal Hepatica, Sal Hepatica, que sabrosa y rica es 
Es Laxante infalible y corrige la acidez 

Siempre tomela de manana, antes de ir a trabajar 
Sal Hepatica, Sal Hepatica una sola hay nada mas. 








Participating 
Mon.-Sat., 12 p.m. 
WHOM, Jersey City 


Said to be a lawyer with midwest 
little theatre experience, this newest 
of the early-morning between-rec- 
ords spielers in the Greater New 
York area is hiding his identity be- 
hind the tag of ‘Doc Jenkins.’ He 
has a strong trace of Boston in his 
accent, with a touch of Oxford, 
though that may be the stage influ- 
ence, 


He has a distinct air personality 
and, despite the fact that probably 
few New Yorkers dial the Jersey 
City station, would likely draw a 
sizeable following. However, the 
Doc’s brand of spieling seems un- 
suited to the post-midnight hour at 
which he’s scheduled. Most success- 
ful record-change chatterers in the 
wee hours go in for flip stuff, fre- 
quently with a sly risque flavor to 
catch the cab drivers and stay-outs 
presumably listening at that time. 

But the Doc’s line of gab sounds 
as if he might be a former school- 
teacher or minister. He dwells on 
the verities and the good old moral 
values, using a drawling, casual and 
distinctly-personal kind of informal 
approach. On stanza caught last 
Thursday night (5) he read a list of 
couples celebrating wedding anni- 
versaries, then dedicated the song 
‘Maytime’ to them as ‘people who 
don’t get divorced.’ He also likes and 
stresses semi-classic music, waltzes, 
folksongs and such. In announcing 
one selection he mentioned some- 
thing about the Spanish titie, admit- 
ted frankly that he wasn’t sure of 
the accurate translation and added, 
‘But I'll look it up.’ As another tip- 





Miller and several of troupe were | Was in the story of Bob Ripley's 
‘once with a WGY act. It’s a pretty |trcubles in bringing a character 
fair plains-and-mountain turn, from the southern backwoods to the 
stronger on instrumental than vocal ; mike; and the tale unfolded by Capt. 
‘side. Boys make and air-plug, per-| Tim Healy, of the ‘Stamp Club of 
‘sonal appearances at dance halls and / the Air,’ re the results of one of his 
‘Other spots in smaller communitiés,| own broadcasts. Slight spark was 
Miller emcees broadcasts in a/ struck by a technician impersonator 
| twangy, drawling accent and with a! of animal sounds. 

\friendly, warming approach—quite On the listless side was an anec- 
effective. Of all-type tunes are chief | dote concerning ‘The O’Neills’ pro- 
ingredients of programs. Usual | gram, told by its author, Jane West. 
touches of western-hillbilly salvos:| Harry Von Zell did what he could 
'birthday-wedding greetings, ad lib|in explaining his method of warm- 
| exchanges (sometimes annoying be-'ing up a studio audience before a 
cause performers out of proper mike | broadcast. Graham MacNamee start- 
Tange, shout), offer to fill requests, | ed the thing off by sounding like he 
'etc. One chap does a little girl char- | wanted to get it over with as quick- 
|acter—only so-so. Shots would be'ly as possible. His handling of 
| tighter, faster moving if they ran 15 opening lines didn’t seem to allow 
instead. of 30 minutes, Jacgo., . any. gomas, Wood. 








off, he referred to announcer Tony 


| Whole approach should appeal to 

{armchair dialers, but seemed a trifle 

|long-hair for the kind of populace 
on the loose between midnight and 2 

| a.m, 

Two-hour program uses transcribed 

| participating commercials, Hobe. 


TITLE TALES 
With Sylvia Rhodes, Devore Sis- 
ters (3), Marathon Melody Men 
(4), Burt Faber, Paul Jones, Bill 

Frost, Jimmy James Orch. 

30 Mins. 
OHIO OIL CO. 
Fri., 9:30 p.m. 
WFAA-NBC, Dallas 
(Byer & Bowman) 

_ Through a special web of 12 sta- 
tions comes this stanza which orig- 
inates in the studios of WLW. It’s 
| tuneful, fast moving, and with the 
Title Tale game should help in sell- 
| ing the sponsor's products. 

Title Tales are stories told by a 
Series of song titles submitted by 
listeners and played by the orches- 
| tra. Five song titles are used to tell 
|a complete story without connecting 
words. Winner is awarded $50 and 
the service station from which the 
entry blank is gotten receives $25. 
Sample of a Title Tale which won 
one of the two prizes given on each 
broadcast is as follows: ‘You Do the 
Darndest Things, Baby,’ ‘The Talk 
of the Town,’ ‘Just One More 
Chance,’ ‘Remember,’ ‘I've Got My 
Eyes On You.’ 


Musical highlights of the program 
caught was Jimmy James and the 
orch with ‘Irish Washer Women’ 
and ‘Anything Goes.’ To the theme 
of Sylvia,” songstress Sylvia Rhodes 
pleased with ‘I'm Nobody’s Baby.’ 
The three DeVore Sisters harmon- 
ized ‘Where Do I Go From You.’ 
Burt Faber was featured in a piano 
solo. Chorus also okay. 

Commercials are easy to take. Nice 
m.cing was done by Paul Jones, 











while announcing duties are handled 
by Bill Frost. Andy. 


Holland as ‘my invaluable associate.’ | 


Land. 
— a 
DOC JENKINS ‘FILBERT PHILHARMONIC’ 
With Tony Holland Novelty 
‘Midnight Variety Hour’ 15 Mins.; Local 
120 Mins. (Records) Sustaining 


Monday, 7:15 p.m. 
KPO, San Francisco 

Idea of gagging jazz a la symph 
has been kicked around a lot during 
past month, but nobody has yet 
touched knife-edged humor of Tony 
Freeman’s ‘Filbert Philharmonic,’ one 
of the originals. Regularly a bass 
player in local NBC staff orch, Free- 
man has a barbed pen, but works 
only on inspiration. Not long ago 
he turned down a lucrative syndi- 
cate bid for that reason, preferring 
not to be tied down to a quota. 

As aired, script is read by Archie 
Presby very much after manner of 
Milton Cross, with musical passages 
illustrated by Clancy Hayes, guitar; 
Harlow Burgess, trumpet, and Roy 
Harrington, clarinet. Tunes like 
‘Walking the Dog’ are broken down 
and analyzed at great length. Ques- 
tions also answered, example being 
description of harp as ‘peculiar and 
inconvenient way of playing a piano 
out of tune.’ Heavy dignity with 
which idiotic lines are read is good 
for real laughs. Wern. 


‘GOOD OLD DAYS’ 

Will Aubrey, Ray Harrington Orch 
30 Mins.; Local 

Sustaining 

Fri., 8:30 p.m. 

KGO, San Francisco 

‘Good Old Days’ is a type of show 
all too scarce in radio. Warm and 
human, with music to appeal to a.k.s 
in particular, feature dips into pops 
of the Bert Williams era with per- 
sonal memories by Will Aubrey. 

Aubrey, old-time vaude trouper 
known as the ‘Bard of the Byways,’ 
has a rich, deep voice and vividly 
sets the scene for the bygone melo- 
dies. Even the young ones who know 
the period only by reputation should 
| feel the nostalgic twinge when Au- 
|brey gets under way. Aubrey always 
includes at least one of the ditties 
that made Williams famous. 

Musical background is all brass and 
reed, 13 pieces under Ray Harrington. 
|Paul Martin, Expo bandleader, sits 
jin on banjo. Barber Shop Quartet 
also is a highlight, and somewhere 
;about midway Aubrey goes into an 
| old-time patter routine with Lew 
| Dunbar, another vet who used to be 
| Will King’s Irish comic. Aubrey 
| writes the show and insists the pe- 
| tiod tunes be played authentically 
jand not jived beyond recognition, 
| which is one of the charms of the 
stanza. Wern. 











'‘CLEM and MAGGIE’ 

| With Cal and Bonnie West 
Dramatic 

| 15 Mins.—Local 

| Sustaining 

| T-T-S., 7:45 a.m. 

| WLW, Cincinnati 

Written and directed by Hank 
| Richards, this stint, which has been 
|on the fire for some weeks, has 
|broiled into a heapin’ helping of 
potent corn that’s heady enough for 
commercial smacking. It’s a homey 
treatment of folks down Ozark way. 
(On one sequence, three calves were 
born on Clem and Maggie’s farm. A 
$25 cash prize was offered by the sta- 
tion for suitable names for the trip- 
lets. The stunt fetched 32,627 mailed 
replies.) 

Principals, Cal and Bonnie West, 
hail from Neosha, Missouri, and 
teamed in tabloid and tent shows and 
vaude for 13 years. Richards caught 
them in a Cincy nitery several 
months ago doing a burlesque on a 
hillbilly act, and signed tnem for the 
Crosley Staff. They do a sincere job 
with the scripting, which is rich in 
back-yonder situations and dialog. 

Occasional incidental parts are 
done by Merle Travis, Willie and 





Wally Brown and Sleepy Marlin, of 


‘the Drifting Pioneers, and by Lenore 
|Burch of the d 
| WLW talent corps. 


Novelty Aces, on the 
Koll. 
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BROWN IS 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


‘We, the People’ will celebrate its fourth anniversary next week with a 
repeat presentation of some people whose stories clicked to the point 
listeners asked their return. 

Paul Loesche, son of the late John Loesche, CBS production man who 
was associated with the Kate Smith program for several years, has joined 
Jack Miller’s orchestra on the same show... .he’s a cellist....Dick Liebert, 
organist on ‘Mr. Keen’ and at the Radio City Music Hall, has composed a 
piece called ‘Ballet,’ which the Hall may do as a stage production....Linda 
Watkins added to ‘John’s Other Wife’....David Jordan also newcomer on 
the show....Effie Palmer, already doubling on ‘Just Plain Bill’ and 
‘Orphans of Divorce,’ being considered for a part in the new Eddie Cantor 
show....Karl Swenson, of ‘Lorenzo Jones’ and other shows, signed as a 
contract player for ‘Cavalcade of America.’ 


Anna Erskine, currently assisting Joshua Logan with casting and staging 
the legit revival ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ will again script ‘Metropolitan Auditions 
of the Air’ when it returns Oct. 20 to NBC blue (WJZ) for Sherwin- 
Williams paint....Tom Powers back on the air with ‘This Is Not New 
York’ twice weekly over NBC blue for Chase Bank....Burl Ives, NBC 
singer, doubling at Club Continental, N. Y., starting tomorrow (Thursday) 
....Jim Britt, sports director of the Yankee network, will do the play-by- 
play accounts of the Yale football games over WOR-Mutual. 

Mel Allen making a series of recorded Procter & Gamble spot announce- 
ments for the Compton agency....Dorothy Goodman, formerly of the 
WINS publicity staff, now free-lancing....Raymond Gram Swing will 
resume his series of once-monthly broadcasts to the British empire via 
BBC for the next four months....Marty Glickman, WHN sports announcer, 
engaged to Marjorie Dorman, former ‘Scandals’ dancer. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Jack Van Nostrand flew in from New York to help launch Silver Theatre 
Oct. 6. Laurence Olivier leads off in the guest spot and Henry Charles 
barks the commercials....Florence Ryder essaying the role of ‘Nancy 
Dixon’ for Sanfordized while Helen Harper takes a respite from her shop- 
ping duties....Tobe (cr) Reed drives the Fitch Bandwagon on the new 
fall series leading off with Artie Shaw from Frisco Oct. 6....NBC putting 
wires into Bar of Music and Palladium for dance band remotes. ...Maxine 
Gulley, air chanter, and Joe Malone of KNX script staff, take the vows 
Sept. 28....Loretta Young east with Tom Lewis to meet his folks and do 
‘Lost Colony’ on Cavalcade of America Oct. 2....Bud Hiestand draws the 
barker role on Gulf's Screen Guild Theatre. John Conte, last season’s 
spieler, now in New York to try his luck at legit....Ken Barton on KHJ 
announcing staff....Diana Carlson, formerly of Edgar Bergen’s writing 
battery, sold a yarn to Old Gold for dramatizing by Don Ameche and 
Claire Trevor....Trade got a laugh out of palm reader in ‘Kitty Kelly’ 
serial who answered to the name of AFRA....NBC’s ‘Hollywood Tomor- 
row’ goes transcontinental on the blue after a Coast trial. Ted Hediger 
writes and produces half-hour variety show....Nearly every femme war- 
bler in town trying out for the spot vacated by Judy Garland on the Bob 
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Congressmen Apparently 
Feel Time Ripe to Really 
Punish Commission, as 
Such — Low Repute of 
Body Rather Than Case 
Against Brown Individu- 
ally Responsible 





AWKWARD SPOT 





Washington, Sept. 24. 
With weary solons driving for ad- 
journment inside of 10 days, Thad H. 


Brown, veteran of a decade of ser- 
vice with the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, appears fated to 
die on the vine. His nomination for 
a full seven-year term on the FCC 
this week is regarded doomed to be 
technically rejected through failure 
of the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee to hold a show-down 
meeting. 


Reports that President Roosevelt 
might recall the nomination, sparing 
Brown the humiliation of formal de- 
feat and making it possible to name 
someone to fill the vacancy which 
has existed since July 1 have died 
out. Friends of the Ohio Republican 
say he wants the issue settled, ex- 
plaining he is confident that if it ever 
comes to a vote he will command an 
adequate majority both in the com- 
mittee and in the Senate as a whole. 
| There will be only two or three votes 
|against him in the committee, inti- 
mates maintain. General feeling now 





| is that if Roosevelt ever thought se- | 


Hope show... .Rudy Vallee bringing his Sealtest troupe batk to Hollywood |Tiously about withdrawing the ap- 
Oct. 17....Dick Webster, Don Lee promotion manager, seriously ill at his | Pointment, he would have acted be- 


home....David Broekman east to talk a radio deal. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Dick Todd off to Coast for Columbia flicker test... .‘Doghouse’ show for 
Brown & Williamson tobacco set for personal at the loop Oriental. ...Mary 
Virginia Lee into cast of ‘Scattergood Baines,’ Sunda Love into ‘Right to 
Happiness’....Mary Patton back from Florida visit....Charles Laughton 
did a little rehearsal yelping as to the suitability of his WGN script but 
finally got together with producer Bill Bacher....Ruth Bailey added to 
‘Romance of Helen Trent’....Robert Brown and Ray Wilson have written 
a picture script tagged ‘You'd Be Surprised’ which is destined for the 
Orrin Tucker-Bonnie Baker film....Betty Lou Gerson replaced Anne Sey- 
mour in the title part of ‘Mary Marlin’....Miss Seymour now located 
permanently in New York. 

John Hodiak and Cari Kroenke added to cast of ‘Arnold Grimm's Daugh- 
ter’....WLS sending the National Barn Dance show and broadcast to 
Omaha where it will originate on Oct. 5 at the food show... .Dinning Sis- 
ters personal at the Chicago State-Lake for week of Sept. 27....William 
Murphy, NBC central division continuity chief, directing local NBC con- 
tinuity school for NBC employees. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO . . . 


Start of Standard School Broadcast on Don Lee web set back to Oct. 17. 
-.».Symphony sponsorship begins Oct. 3... .10,000 copies of American lapel 
flags distributed at two-bits by KROW in 30-day period....John Potter 
of KROW spending vacation making home film entitled ‘These We Defend,’ 
story of American family life... .Bill Pabst, KFRC chief, now a member of 
Salvation Army Advisory Council....Henry Busse cutting tune written in 
collab with Dick Aurandt, KSFO musical director....called ‘Serves Me 
Right’ and goes out under Decca label....Archie McKenzie, of British 
Broadcasting Corp., irspecting NBC in study of American ether technique 
+»..Scotsman on year’s assignment, being skedded to return to London 


SOc; aueemer _ Gail Page visiting friends Art Linkletter, Mel Venter 
and Hal Wolf named football commentators to assist Associated Sports- 
Casters in this area. 
NBC's Al Nelson back on job after prolonged but not pleasant absence. 
uring Denver jaunt, exec’s son, Alvin, was striken with throat ailment 
Irene Rich vacationing with her daughte1 May and Peter DeRose 


(Wagon Wheels’) guests of Mr. and Mrs. Al (NBC) Nelson Sam Hayes 
doing his early-morning Red net newscast from KPO studios while in town 
++.«.Whole NBC staff going in for speeches, with George Fuerst, traffic 


h 


fommunity Chest speech drive, and Jennings Pierce, aggie and educa- 
‘onal director, facing crowds at L. A. County Fair....Sol Hurok’s N. Y. 
rund agency has taken Cleone Pottenger from Frisco’s radio circle.... 
She had just checked out of her post as secretary to Alex Haas of NBC 
artists’ service here. 








Wayne King-Buddy Clark | Wilhita Sponsors Co-op 
| Wichita, Kas., Sept. 24. 


Due Back For Cashmere | foal 
Chicago, Sept. 24 | Henry's Clothing Co. here will be 

Wayne King orchestra with Buddy | !0cal sponsor for ‘Show of Week 
Clark returning to the Columbia | °Ver Mutual station KFBI here each 
web on Oct, 5 for the Colgate Cash- | week at 5:30 p.m. Sunday. Buddy 


“'e uet product. 
thr 1 again originate in Chicago,| Clothing store is one of group of 
Ough the local Sherman & Mar- | merchandise firms which met in New 


Wette agency, = York. 


chief, addressing Young People’s Biz League, Bob McAndrews, promotion | 
ead, addressing the Fraternity Club; Ray Rhodes, salesman, heading | 


|formed about what goes on. 


ore, 
Wheeler Stalls 
As things stand, Chairman Burton 
| K. Wheeler is not disposed to call his 


crowd together to debate what to do | 


‘about Brown. Instead, he is willing 
to leave the matter on the shelf, since 
ithe appointment cannot be carried 
| over until next year. Wheeler, out- 
|spoken Montana Democrat, has 


| Shown plainly he does not consider 


Brown qualified for the responsibili- | 


ties attached to the FCC job, but ap- 
| parently would prefer not to have a 
| tug-of-war. 

| If Congress quit sine die without 
jacting on the Brown nomination, a 
| rare situation will exist. While the 
|appointment will not have been 
|either rejected or recalled, the 
|Ohioan will continue to be off the 
payroll and, furthermore, ineligible 
| for a recess appointment. But the 
| President would have the right to 
| name somebody else to his job, send- 
| ing the nomination to the Senate 
when it reconvenes in January. 


The sentiment within the commit- 
tee, as a result of tedious and ram- 
i bling hearings into the chain-mo- 
;nopoly report, CBS-Paramount Pic- 
|tures relations, and the RCA efforts 
to dodge the 1932 anti-trust suit trial, 
is that many members feel the pres- 
ent is a good time to begin cleaning 
up the Commish. While few indi- 
viduals feel Senator Charles W. 
| Tobey, who wielded the tomahawk, 
proved anything that was very dis- 
| comforting or embarrassing to 
Brown, the Commish has fallen into 
such bad repute that the opportunity 
should be seized to stage a blood 
transfusion. 

Worst that has been said about the 
that he 
and 


} 
| 


| veteran Commissioner is 
| made a very poor. witness 


showed himself as inexcusably unin- | 


Some 
solons feel he failed to demonstrate 
| sufficient concern about the obliga- 
| tions imposed on the regulatory 
body, while others—inclucing fellow 
| Republicans—think he made a great 
| mistake in not admitting some of the 
{insinuations and replying “so what?” 
| to Tobey’s pounding. But even law- 
/makers who consider much of 
| Tobey’s effort had no relation to 


_view that he should be replaced. 
| Just as Brown's nomination is ex- 


DANGLING 














Add 102, Drop 








Nine, Stations 








General Foods’ recent action in experimentally dropping five NBC red 
stations to test for its own satisfaction if long-established popularities of 
high-rating C. A. B. shows can pull listeners from a local station to a 
nearby clear channel carrying the same show is considered by network 


the direction cf enlarged hookups. 





| 


signal of clear channel CBS outlets. 


ties covered by the local stations. 
Benny hookup number seven, 


officials to be against, not with, the tide of coverage events. 
big network advertisers for the past year or two has been consistently in 


Tendency of 


NBC points out that in the four weeks from Aug. 15 to Sept. 13 inclu- 
sive, 102 stations were added to the Red Network accounts and only nine 
stations dropped, a net gain of 93 stations. 
dropped by General Foods one station was dropped by General Electric, 
two by Lewis-Howe and one by Dr. Miles Laboratories. 
are the accounts which added stations, showing the number added by each: 


In addition to the five stations 


The following 


Brown & Williamson ......... cued eecukee eee we bee es oee ee aos ne elt s oi ae 
General Electric 5 (net gain after dropping one equals 4)............ ice 
General Foods 1 (net loss after dropping 5 equals 4).............-.00- oon 
Wh. Sc re: BBhdva ct cncte vs adenecesee nd kneaeeetars en er 12 
Lewis Howe 3 (net gain after dropping 2 equals 1)..............0e eee 3 
MEE 6S aa uct pe erna eee kee Eaee we pe ne Gab eee e p4Nbes 6044 6a Be 38 
Miles Laboratories 6 (net gain after dropping 1 equals 5)............. _ 
Philip Morris ...... SRTRSADEESKD F0% FASO 44ED Heed bead hs 09) 0 oe keene 10 
OIE c-w5 5 ces errata kle dais bub oe KR RE OOS Need 9092 0O5w cd eee eee | 
Procter & Gamble (Friday 9:30 to 10 p.m.) ....60cvccsccccoccestdocos a 
procuer G Geamnte (haturday & to 1G Oi.) . cic sc ccc v kek eeeccccc sens 14 
Seaitest ..... TEPTETITITTILiTTTTiTi Tiree ep es encodes 1 
NED ccccswee ees bance 6 bas > esas ae teks épneds ndeaees ve és as 


Spreads to Columbia 
Meantime General Foods has decided to extend its experiment on over- 
lapping coverfige reduction to the Kate Smith program. 
from the CBS list three local stations which it figures falls within the 


It’s eliminated 


As in the case of the Jack Benny show, checks will be conducted on the 
affect these eliminations have had on sales and listening in the communi- 


The local stations dropped from the 





_ 


Brazil as NBC Blue Radio Sponsor; 


Mexico Only Previous Example 








| Square 


'P. L. Padgett Managing 
WMJM, Cordele, Georgia 


Cordele, Ga., Sept. 24. 

| Executive staff of WMJM, the Cor- 
| dele Dispatch’s new 250-watter here, 
| has been set. Lineup includes P. L. 
Padgett, as station manager; Harry 


G. Clark, commercial manager; Noel | 


| Martin, chief engineer; and E, M. 
| Stewart, program director. 


re 
| tions around Oct. 1. 





| Jerry Danzig’s Brainstorm 





Thinker-uppers at 
| York, brooding over ideas to bally- 
|hoo the Gillette razor broadcasts of 


——-4 


' 


United States of Brazil has become 


a customer of the NBC biue network. 


| It’s bought a hookup of eight major 


WMJM is skedded to begin opera- | 


| 


| 
j 


| city stations for a program featuring 

Drew Pearson and Bob Allen, with 

this Sunday (29) the starting date. 
| Period, 7-7:15 p.m. is opposite Jack 
Benny, the first commercial compe- 
, tition that the latter will have had 
| since he’s had the current spot on 


| the red network. The limited hook- 
| up constitutes a test. If the arranges 


ment clicks the list will be extended. 

Last Latin-American account that 
NBC has had was the Mexican gov- 
ernment which used a similar limited 


WOR, New| hookup a few seasons ago to plug 
| its vacation facilities. 


Campbell- 
Ewald is the agency on the Brazilian 


| account, 


the World Series games over WOR- 
Mutual, have come up with a couple 


| 
of stunts for the coming week. Both | 
are figured sufficiently balmy, but 


still not outrageous enough to bring 
the gendarmes into action. 

About 1,000 buoyant rubber bal- 
loons, carrying hoopla printed mes- 
sages, are to be released in Times 
this Saturday noon (28). 
Certain share of them will carry 
lucky numbers, and those who catch 
the latter ones when they descend 


| 
| 
| 


will be given free portable radio re- | 


ceivers, Station is trying to get Carol 
Bruce, singer in ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,’ and Waite Hoyt, sports com- 
mentator and former Yankee pitcher, 
to release the balloons. 

Other stunt will be pulled 
Wednesday (2) 


next 


; ago, 


when a couple of | 





F. BRAUCHER 
OUT OF WOR 


Frank Braucher, v.p. in charge of 
sales for WOR, Newark, handed in 
his resignation Monday (23). It be- 
comes effective Nov. 1. No successor 
for his post has been selected. 

Braucher joined WOR three years 
coming from the publication 





field. 








dozen youngsters wearing baseball | ARNOLD TIEMAN RETIRES 
suits with WOR insignia will be — 
spotted in various key locations | Many-Sided Radio Career Ends— 


throughout New York. Kids will 


carry portable sets, which will be | 
tuned to the WOR baseball broad- | 
casts, and they will also lug signs | 


saying, ‘Ask me the score.’ 
the legal mental offspring of Jerry 


| Danzig, WOR press head. 





‘lihood anything will happen to the 


| resolution 
| Tobey 


introduced by Senator 
in another effort to bring 


_about Congressional investigation of 
| the regulatory unit. The New Hamp- 


Clark is show’s master of ceremonies. | Brown’s fitness for office take the | the last four weeks. 


shire crusader has made no serious 
effort since the hearings ended, al- 
most a month ago, to get a vote on 
his proposal; in fact, he had been 
away from his office a good part of 
Apparently he 
is reconciled, willing to stand pat 
until next year on the record already 


pected to expire, there is little like-.| made and the suspicion stirred up. 


Gags are | 


} 
} 


Into Pottery Biz 


Detroit, Sept. 24. 
One of the pioneers in the radio 
field, Arnold Tieman, who moved 
from acting into the commercial 
realm more than 20 years ago, has 


| retired. Tieman, who was one-half 





of the team of Frank and Ernest, 
one of the first of the early-morning 
teams of that type, left WWJ last 
week to go into the pottery business, 
He bought the China Kiln Co. here. 

During his long years in radio, as 
an amateur radic operator before he 


| went with WWJ 20 years ago, he had 


served as entertainer, commentator, 
pianist and studio traffic manager 
among many things. He was with 
NBC, WTAM two years, as well as 
with the Detroit station, where he 
was one-time traffic manager. 
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FRANCE RESUMES BROADCASTING, BUT | 


UNDER NAZI CENSORSHIP OF NEWS 


Gov’t Reorganizes System—Craft Favoritism Elim-| 


inated — Powerful Radio Mondial in Action — 
Radio Paris’ Return to Newcasting Sought 


Vichy, Sept. 17. {matically discontinuing contracts of 
With permission granted by the all radio employees and artists as of 


Bas ae Sept. 21, They will be re-engaged 
German Armistice Commission, the according to their talents and ability. 
French people can again listen to 


yraft and red-tape is to be halted, 
news over their own radio. Now 


so it is said. No longer will it be 
; : ossible for singers to make 90,000 

es ah conereeEn Ges Deen Sr eee for a yn a contract, or 
tained, the French government plans (250,000 francs for a two-year con- 
a complete reorganization of the na- ‘tract, as was the case before the war. 
tional radio broadcasting system. | The ens eet aged A "~ 
iti ' . | broadcasters heade y Antoin - 

_— atthe on - me clude Jacques Breteuil, formerly of 
mistice was the discontinuation of all Poste Parisien, Paul Decharme, Jean 
national and international broadcast- | yasson, Paul Villeboeuf, Rene Gilson 
ing, both entertainment and com- and Edouard Brive. Robert Roquet 
mercial. For several weeks the air and Michel Ferry will be used for 
| general news reporting; George Bri- 
quiet, Marcel Laborderie, Robert 
music the French people heard was | perrier and Jean Leuillot for sports. 
from foreign stations. Foreign news- | 


men could no longer use ‘press wire- | 

less,’ an American news ouifit. Ever | JAPANESE 
since, correspondents have been ALL 

obliged to file their news via Berlin | 

if they are in the occupied zone, or | PROPAGANDA 


- —_ 
via Switzerland from the rest of 
France. 

Recently permission was granted 
by the German armistice officials to 
the French to again broadcast musi- | 
cal and entertainment programs. The | 

Tokyo, Sept. 1. 

hurdle was navigated successfully. Propaganda unity in Japan is ex- 
hi | pected soon with a consolidation of 
German Censorship ithe various information and propa- 
However, there are two catches. | ganda agencies into the Cabinet In- 
he first is that all news for broad- | formation Bureau due to materialize 
casting purposes must first be ap- | this month. 


was silent and the only news or 








lege to news broadcasting. This. 


French delegates argued the point 
and insisted on extending the privi- | 
proved by an official German cen- 
sor. The second is that news can 


only be broadcast by the Radio Mon- | 


As approved by the Cabinet a few 
days ago, the various agencies to be 


‘ i ‘ : absorbed by the Cabinet Informa- 
dial station at Allouis, near Vierzon. | 


: "* | tion Bureau include the information 
Before and during the war, Radio | pureau of the Foreign Office and 
Mondial was the chief broadcaster of ‘that of the War Office, the press sec- | 


news and propaganda to the colonies | tion of the Navy Office, the library | 





PAUL KRUMING RETURNS 





Completes Inspection 
| can and Cuban 


— 


Stations 





Paul Kruming, owner-head of Na- 
tional Export Advertising Agency, 
arrived at New York Saturday (21) 
from Cuba, his final stop in a recent 
|inspection trip that included visits 
ito numerous Mexican radio stations. 

Kruming’s firm handles both print 
and radio placements for many 
| American exporters. 


FRANK LAMPING 
NOW IN R.A.F. 





London, Sept. 3. 
Frank Lamping, until recently as- 





| tional 

\the war, had the English-language 
‘franchise for Radio Normandie in 
France, has joined the Royal Air 
|Force. He is not a flyer, however, 
and will be connected with the ad- 
| ministrative side. Lamping lived for 
|several years in America and has 
many radio acquaintances there. 


IBC kept going with a skeleton | 
s 


| staff after the war scuttled its Nor- 
| mandie business. 


For a time the lat- 


'tion for broadcasting special radio 
| entertainment to English troops. The 
| collapse of France was the final blow 
| and since June IBC has been entirely 
closed down. 


} —_— 
} 
| 


(Nobody connected with the former 


advertising stations in France and 
Luxembourg has ever, as far as 
known, been hired by the British | 


| Broadeasting Co. 
staff of the latter against 
jne’ broadcasters has 
softened by war.) 


‘advertis- 
remained un- 


|ter station was converted into a sta- | 








and the outside world. The United 


| section of the Home Office. 


Also, 


States daily received many hours of | the right of supervising the admin- 


news from this station over 
shortwave circuit. 


the 


one of the most powerful stations in 
the country and news sent over the 


either waves will be available to the |! Bureau. 


colonies as well as the metropolis. | 


The French delegates are now asking 
that Radio Paris, another powerful 
medium wave station, be permitted 
to broadcast news. 

Trixier Vignancour is in charge of 
French broadcasting, while Jean An- 
toine, pressman and news announcer 
during the war, has been placed in 
charge of all the news programs. 
The headquarters are in Vichy. 

Vignancour and Antoine have re- 
organized the entire setup. In addi- 
tion to entertainment, news broad- 
casts are divided into three sections 
—radio news, radio reporting and 
radio news theatricals, which is a 
sort of March of Time idea. 


Elimination of a Bore 


. , | control of 
Fortunately for the French this is | 





istration of matters related to the 


radio broadcasts which 


is held by the Communications Min- | 


istry will be transferred to the di- 
rector of the Cabinet Information 


XEQ Uses Spanish Texts 
| Based on Radio Dramas 


Heard In United States 


Mexico City, Sept. 24. 


A series of regular dramatic pro- 


grams over XEQ, will be Spanish 
| translations of programs previously 
| heard 


| have been made with E. Balli of 


; . ants | ; | 
XEQ by Albert Martinez, of the| Officers elected at the recent con- 


Melchor Guzman Co., of New York. 


Opening series will be Achmid 


in the U. S. Arrangements | 


Mexico Scraps Station 


} 





Mexico City, Sept. 24. 

Mystery cloaks the decision of the 
ministry of communications to dis- 
mantle the Government radio sta- 
tion that was being installed at San 
Felipe. This station was ordered 
lestablished by President Lazaro 
|Cardenas a few months ago and 
$25,000 was spent to equip it. There 
is no explanation of the decision to 
erase it. 

The equipment is being packed up 
for storage by the ministry. 


WAB Elects Officers 
Winnipeg, Sept. 24. 


| 


|ference in Calgary of the Western 
Assn. of Broadcasters include: presi- 


A most important change and im- | Baroudi’s ‘Gods of Banghah,’ adapted | dent, George Chandler, CJOR, Van- 


provement over wartime news broad- 
casts will be almost complete elimi- 
nation of repetitious programs. It 
has been decided to change every 
news broadcast at least 80%. Those 
who recall the wartime broadcasts 
will remember that the same news, 
word for word, was repeated from 
morning until night. Strong criticism 
by listeners failed to herald any 
changes. Now the authorities them- 
selves have decided on the change. 

Another impruvement is that the 
radio will be at the disposition of all 
the Ministries, the propaganda com- 
missioner and all the Artistic Ser- 
vices of the State, such as the Beaux 
Arts, ete. All the stations, when per- 
mission is obtained from the Ger- 
mans to use them, will be Govern- 
ment controlled. Programs will be 
announced ahead of time. 

The radio stations will be placed 


under the authority of the Vice-Pres- | 


ident of the Cabinet, regardless of 
whether they are in the metropolis 
or in the colonies, 
fore the armistice various stations in 
North Africa were under different 
Ministries. 
trolled by the Metropolitan Radio 
Commission, Radio Algiers by the 
Ministry of the Interior, and Radio 
Rabat by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 


Another pre-war abuse—nepotism wood Western player in silent days 
and favoritism—is to be stamped out. | 
This has been navigated by auto- | 


by John Fleming, of Script Library, 
New York, which handles it. In 
preparation for the dramatic shows, 
the station has for the last six 
months been broadcasting a series of 
dramatic bits between musical 
numbers to ‘educate’ listeners to 
spoken programs. Such interludes 
ave been gradually increased in 
length. 





London Calling 





London 
staffmen now 
tonhole decoration 
the usual carnation. It’s a metal 
affair to show they're on the re- 
served occupaiion list and removed 
from military draft. 


Sept. 2 
BBC 


wear a 


different from 





Warren Irvin, Yank commentator 
handling the German assignment last 


For example, be- | year, takes on a two-a-week series 
| for BBC shortwave from here. 
| is ‘An American Looks at Britain.’ 
Radio Tunis was con- | 


Tag 





Biographical treatment of old-time 


| music-haller Marie Lloyd placed by 
| Naomi Jacob for immediate airing. 





Frank Braidwood, former Holly- 


taking a flyer at radio with his own 
Scripting job, a revue set-up. 


but- | 


|}eouver; directors for the three 
| prairie provinces ar? British Colum- 
| bia were as follows, Manitoba. Victor 
F, Nielsen, CJRC, Winnipeg: Saskat- 
|chewan, Carson Buchanan, CHAB, 
| Moose Jaw; Alberta, G. R. A. Rice, 


CFRN, Edmonton: and British Co- 
lumbia, Ralph White, CFJC, Kam- 
loops. 

Delegates to represent the WAB 


on the national board of the Canad- 


jan Assn. of Broadcasters inclu’e 
Georve Chandler: H. Gordon Love, ! 
past president and CFCN, Calgary, 


and Harold Carson, head of the All- 
Canada Radio Facilities, Calgarv. 


Elphicke Moves 
Edmonton, Alte. Sept. 24. 


F. H. ‘Tiny’ Elphicke, manager of 
_CJCA,. Edmonton, since 1936, has left 


| Before It Gets Going 


! 
| 


| 
| 
| 
' 


} 


Trip of Mexi- 


| 


| 
| 





sistant general manager of Interna- ; 
Broadcasting, which, before | 


| 
} 
i 
' 
| 


Prejudice of the | 


| for Winnipeg, where he will manage | 


CJRC. His successor at CJCA will 
be Gordon S. Henry, former manager 
| of CFAC, Calgary. 

| Formerly operated by James Rich- 
/ardson and Sons, Ltd., CIRC became 
a member of the Taylor, Pearson and 
Carson network Sept. 1. Two short- 


wave stations are operated in con- | 


| nection with it. 





Andrue Berding, commentator at: to point where he w 


| WEBR, Buffalo, off on week’s in- 
spection trip of Canada’s defenses, 


, at. invitation of Ottawa government.|..Fred Weber, g.m. of Mutual, 


| Gillette 


British Programs for U.S. A. 


(All times given EDST) 


Thursday, Sept. 26 


P.M. 
7:25 Announcements: This Evening’s Programs 
7:30 News 
7:45 News in French 
8:00 Canadian program, including talks in French 
8:36 J. B. Priestley: ‘Britain Speaks’ 
8:45 Variety 
9:00 Headline News: Commentary by Vernon Bartleit, MP 
9:15 Band of H. M. Coldstream Guards 
9:45 News from Scotland 
10:00 (Close down until 10:25) 
10:25 Announcements 
10:30 Radio Newsreel 
11:00 Virginia McLean, pianist 
11:15 ‘Everybody's Scrapbook’ 
11:55 BBC Chorus: Bach program 
12:15 (A.M.) ‘Britain Speaks’ (Repeat) ’ 
12:30 Late News Summary 

(Close down at 12:35 a.m.) 

. Friday, Sept. 27 

P.M. 
7:25 Announcements: This Evening’s Programs 
7:30 News 
7:45 News in French 
8:00 Hawaiian Serenaders 
8:30 H. Wickham Steed: ‘Britain Speaks’ 
8:45 Variety 
9:00 Headline News: Commentary by A. G. MacDone)l 
9:15 ‘At the Black Dog’: with Howard Marshall 
9:45 ‘This Land of Ours’: Talk 
10:00 (Close down until 10:25) 
10:25 Announcements 
10:30 Radio Newsreel 
11:00 The Stage in Wartime 
11:45 BBC Scottish orchestra 
12:15 (A.M.) ‘Britain Speaks’ (Repeat) 
12:30 Late News Summary 

(Close down at 12:35 a.m.) 

Saturday, Sept. 28 

P.M. 
7:25 Announcements: This Evening’s Programs 
7:30 News ”* 
7:45 News in French 
8:00 Herbert Hodge, taxi driver: ‘London Log’ 
8:15 Joseph Farrington, bass 
8:30 ‘Britain Speaks’ 
8:45 ‘Off the Record’; presented by Bob Bowman 
9:00 Headline News; Commentary by George Slocombe 
9:15 The Week's Programs 
9:30 Irish Rhythms 
10:00 ‘(Close down until 10:25) 
10:25. Announcements 
10:30 Radio Newsreel 
11:00 The Week's Programs (Repeat) 
11:15 To be announced 
11:35 ‘Musical autobiographies’"—1, George Graves with BBC Theatre 

Orchestra 
12:15 (A.M.) ‘Britain Speaks’ (Repeat) 
12:30 Late News Summary 

(Close down at 12:35 a.m.) 

‘ Wavelengths 

BBC Overseas Service directed to America is on one wavelength in the 


3l-metre and two in 25-metre band during evening listening hours, as 
follows: 


Waveband Metres M cs Callsigu 
3l-metre 31.22 9.58 GSC 
25-metre 25.53 11.75 GSD 
25-metre 25.38 11.82 GSN 


Details Set In Canada 
For Broadcasting The 


Gillette World Series’ REPEAT FOR 
Steniueal Sept. 24 | 

Mike Mahoney (Maxon Agency) | FORD 
came up from Detroit last week for 


huddle with Joe Stampleman, presi- 
dent of the Gillette Safety Razor 
Company of Canada, and put finish- 
ing touches to plans for airing the 


Ford Motors will not use a specia! 


World Series games over coast-to- | Mexican network hookup for its 
coast network of Canadian stations. | Sunday night concerts (CBS) this 
Gillette list of outlets for the series : 

in Canada now totals 39, four or five , ©2580". Account jis not repeating 


more than last year, and includes | last year’s Mexican setup because it 
private as well as government sta- | found what while the idea worked 
tions. Added to 1686 U. S. outlets | out allright technically there weren't 
Gillette will use total of approxi- | enough potential sales in Mexico to 
mately 210 stations. 


| make it worthwhile. 

Concert series Was carried into 
Mexico from a Texas point by wire 
and fed to a group of Mexican out- 
lets by a combination of toll 
and shortwave. 


Understanding is that cost of the | 
broadcasts in Canada this 
year will be in the neighborhood of 
$35,000, the biggest single short-time 
radio exploitation piece of business 
ever placed over Canadian stations 
With broadcast of games sched- 
uled from 1:30 p.m. until late in the 


afte 
ait 


lines 


gic that 
mB 'D Uhial 


standin 
Will have to be 
the Procter & shows over 
the Additional 
plugging will compensate for switch 


rnoon unde} there 


New Mex. Station 
juggling of . 
Mexico City, Sept. 24 
Mexican Government has granted 
businessmen of Acapulco, Pacific 


some 
Gamble 
overnment stations. 


in time. . Coast resort, a concession to estab- 
Don Wilson, formerly of Van- lish a powerful commercial radio 
couver, will handie Canadian an.-/! station. 


nouncements, working via cut-ins on It will get going early in October. 
Bob Elson and Red Barber. Com.- | F 


mercials for use in Canada will have | : Ltidiec ae wey 
to be specially prepared to conform ; week made special trip to witness 
with Canadian government broad-! contract signaturing between 
casting regulations which prohibit | Stampleman and Gladstone Murray. 
price mention, ete. The French re- | g.m. of the CBC. , 
gional network of six stations has Nationwide dealer campaign to tie 
also been lined up for Gillette with | in with broadcast has been lined up 
Roland Beaudry slated to handle the | with some 20,000 Canadian Gillette 
French-language play-by-play de- | dealers set to plug the product. Ca- 
scription of the games. Beaudry | nadian Hotel Association is also co- 
will speed delivery oY Bessey operating, suggesting via bulletins 
( i e only 20|that members might increas usi- 
seconds behind the American com- | hess by using Rin, cat Ganhiies to 
mentators. provide listening facilities for pa- 
Jast | trons during the broadcasts. 
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MEXICO: RADIO IN A SOMBRERO 


Mexico City, Sept. 17. 

As every Mexican town and city is dominated by the spires 
of its cathedral, so the Mexican radio terrain in turn is 
clearly dominated by Station XEW. This fact is universally 
acknowledged. Sometimes admiringly, sometimes grudg- 
ingly. But acknowledged. It is XEW of Mexico City that 
has the most electrical power (100,000 watts) behind its sig- 
nal, that collects the largest fees for its advertising time, 
that is most often quoted, and that most frequently does those 
things which in the United States are termed, especially in 
Vaniery, radio showmanship. 

The station which probably makes the best score against 
XEW and which alone offers real program challenge is XEQ. 
Here a tilt of one eyebrow, in the Latin manner, is justified, 
for XEQ is controlled by the same group of business men 
that has XEW. It is characteristic of the sagacity of this 
group, of which Emilio Azcarraga is chief, that an actual, not 
a bogus, effort has been made to set up conditions under 
which the two stations really can, and in everyday practice 
actually do, compete for accounts and for prestige. 

XEW will be 10 years old next month and will celebrate 
that gala milestone with a grand fiesta, open house, an array 
of special events. The details of these plans bespeak the 
alertness of the station, its familiarity with American prac- 
tice and its determination to stay out front. Just now XEW 
hopes to acquire one of the clear channels that will be avail- 
able under the reshuffle of North American allocations of the 
Havana treaty. That would further clinch its half-nelson on 
the free-style open championship of Mexican radio. 

This much can certainly be said about the Azcarraga radio 
properties: they seem to be models of business-getting effi- 
ciency on a par with the best or near-best in radio salesman- 
ship and showmanship in the States, 


N. A. B.’s Invitation 


Members of the National Association of Broadcasters in the 
United States will recall Emilio Azcarraga as the chief per- 
sonality from this side of the border, prime mover of many 
Mexican broadcasting innovations and the probable daddy of 
network radio if and when it ever becomes a reality in 
Mexico. Azcarraga was at the N.A.B. convention recently 
in San Francisco and urged N.A.B.ers to visit Mexico City 
next year. 

There are several Azcarraga brothers, all self-made and 
very prominent in business circles with varied holdings in- 
clusive of the new 3,000-seat Alameda theatre. Don Emilio, 
as NBC friends call him, has long been identified with RCA, 
and he’s no friend of the border stations. Just now he’s ona 
prolonged sojourn in the United States, 

It falls to Othon M. Velez, as general manager (and a stock- 
holder) of XEW (and its DX brother, XEWW) to adminis- 
tratively operate the whole works. Curiously, XEW, the 
heaviest laden commercially, has no sales department, as 
such. This is because Velez personally handles the sponsors, 
negotiates the deals inclusive of program detail. The general 
manager (‘Gerente’ is the word in Spanish) is in truth a gen- 
eral manager of everything. Velez’ duties range from mend- 
ing political fences, dickering with labor unions (of which 
Mexico has many), supervising all the advertising. Another 
oddity of XEW is that, although the provisions governing any 
contract are solemnly put down in legal memoranda, the 
station never makes any effort to hold a sponsor. Any XEW 
advertiser may cancel at any time, subject only to the pro- 
viso that a week or so notice be given so that management 
may create a substitute program or find another sponsor, 
Happily, XEW has a waiting list of clients. 

Velez is a veteran broadcaster, although still a young man. 
Previously he was in the automobile business as a racing 
driver and as a whirlwind salesman. A tall man, over six 
feet, with great charm of manner, Velez is highly esteemed 
in conservative quarters. He speaks both languages, as does 
his wife, famous as one ‘of the most beautiful women in 
Mexico City, a 

XEW occupies a former warehouse. There are a dozen-odd 
studios, one of them seating about 300 spectators. The prem- 
iseés are crowded with performers, acts in rehearsal or on the 
air and the usual motley of hangers-on, curiosity-seekers and 
job-hunters. Walter Rademann is the chief artistic director. 
Amado C. Guzman, his English-speaking aide, has the title 
of program director and is the judge who, from the engineer's 
cubby-hole, signais for the sounding of the gong during the 
Sal Hepatica amateur hour. Leopoldo R. Ayala is continuity 
director. Jose R. De La Herran is engineer-in-chief, and 
Pedro de Lille, of French ancestry, is the popular, fan- 
chased, autograph-besieged chief announcer. 

(Speaking of fans, they react in Mexico more or less as in 
the States, but with the difference that Mexican housewives 
and others simply will not respond to the average statistical 
survey. Nor is it practical to attempt telephone checks in 
the manner of Senor Al Lehmann of New York. To ask a 
Mexican householder over the phone what programs he or 
she listened to at such and such a time of day would be to 
ge remarks expressive of a suspicion that the caller was 

0co. ) 
XEW averages some 60 programs every day. They are 
divided into commercial segments of 14, 28 and 43 minutes, 
the standard units. 


Special Events 


XEW is long on ‘names’ and has been described as the star- 
emphasizing station. (XEQ in contradistinction has fewer 
stars and therefore makes more of a virtue of its ‘production 
Values.’ It tends to borrow and adapt American formulae 
for programs.) Jose Mojica is one of the great personages 
on the XEW schedules. Other Mexican greats are Gil, 
Vere Zt. Tona la Negra, Palomera, Lucha Reyes, Tuero, 
bh 8as, Tirado. XEW also has exclusively the Mexican Sym- 
b — orchestra concerts, picked up under Carlos Chavez 
aton at the Palacio de Bellas Artes. 

The fee for.a Chavez concert is sometimes $5,000 Mexican 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 








fabulous for the broadcasting rights to a cultural event, and 
high even by American standards, 

Of course ordinary radio talent compensation is in line 
with the wage scales of the country. Three pesos, or 60c. a 
musician, is the average rate in Mexican stations for a morn- 
ing session. (That’s enough to make Jimmy Petrillo call for 
smelling salts.) In the evening the rate is upped to $6.70 
Mex. A workaday orchestra leader gets perhaps $15 Mex 
per session ($3 at present exchange). Singers are fairly well 
paid when they are established artists. Their price span is 
from $30 to $250. (This, of course, is for Mexico City only.) 
Actors, as such, seldom ever rate better than $100 Mex for a 
program. 


In the basilica at Guadalupe outside Mexico City the yearly 
celebration on Dec. 12 is the occasion for one of XEW’s pre- 
tentious outside-the-studio undertakings. From 6 a.m. on- 
ward the eavesdroppers for XEW describe to a deeply re- 
ligious country the most deeply religious event of the Mexi- 
can year. XEW has chartered airplanes on two occasions 
to cover big news stories in the manner of Yankee special- 
eventsmen. In the recent Sunday morning workers’ parade 
and demonstration in honor cf President Cardenas the sta- 
tion had mikes along the route of march and at Cathedral 
Square, although not without qualms: that there might be 
rioting. At the bullfights, at sundry public gatherings it is 
likely to be XEW that shows up, although other stations are 
now displaying this kind of enterprise, 


Program Taste 


Mexican radio fans like these kind of programs: Amateurs, 
quizzes (newer), tipica or native music (many kinds), news 
(no commentation is allowed under government decree), and 
horror-type mystery stories of which Carlos del Prado’s mar- 
row-chilling ‘Mad Monk’ is a good example. Classical and 
semi-classical music together with the usual ‘variety’ kind of 
program are, of course, old standbys. There is a growing 
tendency toward a rough approximation of daytime serials, 
although Elinor Glynn’s ‘Three Weeks’ is nearer the Mexican 
mark than would be a flight of fancy by Irna Phillips or 
Sandra Michael. 

Comedy is scarce in Mexico because native humor draws 
from sex, which is taboo on the air, and spoofing the govern- 
ment, which is not only taboo but dangerous. Most of the 
canons of good taste applicable in the States are in force with 
perhaps an added shade of conservatism due to Catholic up- 
bringing. Products having to do with certain bodily func- 
tions are unacceptable, and in any event all drug copy must 
be okayed by the Department of Health. 


The Big Advertisers 


Mexican radio advertisers include on the various leading 
stations such accounts as these: 

The National Lottery (very advertising-minded and smartly 
managed): 

Palmolive (Colgate toothpaste dominates its field). 

Bayer’s (aspirin, tonic, other products). 

Coca-Cola (an American, John Stocker, is in residence to 
supervise the XEQ program, ‘Telon Arrriba’ (‘On with the 
Show’), which is a Mexican variation of the U. S. ‘Show Boat’ 
formula although set in the environment of a native ‘carpa’ 
or tent show, river entertainments being foreign to Mexican 
experience), 

Westclox (sponsors a ‘guess the musical title’ audience par- 
ticipation in which a pig bank (native stuff) is broken open 
as the jackpot payoff). 

Beick Felix (German drug house 
Magnana, opera singer). 

Stein Cosmetics (various), 

Aquila Cigarets (various). 

Nestle Products (big concerts). 

La Moderna Cigarets (various). 

Sal Hepatica Vitalis (amateur program). 

Mexican advertising rate cards are about as complex as 
similar rate cards in the States. There are innumerable 
categories based on various factors and the time of broadcast. 
In general payments are straightaway without any elaborate 
slide-rule discount frequencies to figure. Business is com- 
missionable at 15% and needless to say there is always 
somebody around to demand the commission. These few 
high-and-low citations will suffice to suggest what the radio 
time (half hours) is sold for: 


sponsors Evangelina 


XEW {A.M. $75 
}) P.M. $312.50 
XEQ { A.M. $25 
} P.M. $200 
XED { A.M. $50 
|} P.M. $150 
Mexican newspapers operate on the dictum adopted for 


radio stations by American publishers, namely, that there 
will always be a slight charge for praise. Accordingly such 
publicity puffs as are given are likely to be a result of either 
a deal for cash or an even-Stephen trade. KEW has a pub- 
licity tie-up with Excelsior, XEB with El Universal (largest 
circulation) and XEFO with the organ, El National, of the 
revolutionary party. 

Carta Blanca Beer (all the brewers are big advertisers). 

The American touches notable in some of the XEQ pro- 
grams derive from Carlos del Prado, born in Mexico but edu- 
cated in the States and previously employed by J. Walter 
Thompson, Hearst Radio and KNX, Hollywood. (Other ex- 
ecutives of XEQ are Enrique Contel and Emilio Balli, sales 
and business managers respectively). In Mexico the entire 
burden of program production falls upon the radio station. 
The announcer in some cases is the producer, but never is 
the advertising agency able or willing to create and admin- 
ister the program. Prado, with his American training and 
dual lingualism, has been able to set up programs {n advance, 
a la CBS’ Forecast showcase series this past summer, and sell 
them, package-like, to advertisers. This is a newer tendency 
in the Districo Federal. 


Coca-Cola’s Reticence 


Incidentally the Coca-Cola program is remarkable in sev- 
eral respects. First, it is the only ‘dress’ broadcast in Mexico. 
Second, it is entirely free of commercial copy, and accounts 
usually use a siren worthy of the: fire department in Mexican 


sales copy. Coca-Cola does occasionally slip the name inte 
the background noises when a hawker of refreshment may 
be heard circulating through the audiences offering candy— 
cigarets—and COCA-COLA. But that is all. And it amazes 
the Mexicans no end. This program includes Chairo Gil and 
His Corporals, Ernesto Riestra’s orchestra, Irma Gonzalez, 
Paco Obregon, Rosa Maria and Carlos Pickering. 


Estimates (i. e., guesses) place the number of receiving sets 
in Mexico as 600,000. But sales are brisk and the air audi- 
ence is increasing rapidly. The republic has in all over 100 
broadcasting stations, of which number 23 are in Mexico City, 
a mystery of economics no mere visitor could hope to un- 
derstand, 


Up From Handbills 


The so-called ‘border stations’ share with Mexico City’s 
several transmitters the distinction of belonging to the fold- 
ing-money division of Mexican broadcasting. The border 
stations, whose fate is uncertain under the pending realloca- 
tion which embraces Canada, the States, Mexico and Cuba, 
are, in the main, not Mexican at all but promotions of Ameri- 
can entrepreneurs and more or less frankly directed at Eng- 
lish-speaking American listeners, not Spanish-speaking 
Mexicans. (But that’s another tale!) In between the dis- 
puted towers on the Rio Grande and the juice-shooters of 
the capitol lie the run-of-mill Mexican stations in the small 
towns and market centers. Of this considerable number 
(nearly 100) not much: is heard. They make small livings 
for small business men by selling—or at least trying to sell— 
other small business men on the value and wisdom of radio 
advertising, plainly a tough job. 

Business men in Mexico City are reasonably radio-minded. 
Already the multiplying success stories are overcoming the 
last skeptics. Audience participation and other forms of 
latter-day American programming have been introduced. The 
kindergarten problems dealing with the merit of advertising 
as such and radio as a specific medium of advertising largely 
belong outside Mexico City. In the one-train-a-day towns 
the merchants and distributors are devoted, as their fore- 
fathers before them, to the tissue-thin handbill which flutters 
in the breezes from every exposed peg and nail around the 
plaza and environs. The advertising handbill is cheap, plaus- 
ible, familiar. All who are curious may read them, all who 
are ready and able to buy what the handbills mention will 
doubtlessly get around in due time to do so. The local shop- 
keeper clings tenaciously to his customs and does not readily 
abandon the handbills of his ancestors in a spendthfrift mood 
any more than he would give up his three hours for lunch. 


Obviously, the provincial Mexican business man still needs 
primary educating to the desire-creating capacities of adver- 
tising. Until his imagination is fired he can see only the 
expense, the outlay of pesos, not the possibilities of stimulat- 
ing demand for what he is selling. Few of the salesmen em- 
ployed in the obscure upstairs-over-the-cantina stations are 
equipped with modern radio sales evidence or arguments. 
Indeed one alert young Mexican in Pueblo reported that to 
his knowledge many Mexicans had learned from Yankee- 
hating Spanish intellectuals in Mexico City that the best type 
of advertising belonged to continental Europe—a gigantic bit 
of ostrich calisthenics, since all the world studies American 
merchandising as the miles-ahead best. 


Lots of Licenses Granted 


Licenses for small-town radio stations are apparently fairly 
easy to get, if the license-seeker has a winning personality 
and good political connections. It’s the advertising accounts 
that come hard in the smaller spots.: But, then, the same 
story could be told of Wahoo, North Carolina, or Salt Bed, 
Arkansas. So that’s not just a Mexican difficulty. What 
helps in these smaller Mexican communities is the cheapness 
of operating overhead. Thus a brand-new station in Guar- 
dalajara, XEAD, deemed itself doing satisfactorily with a 
monthly income of 1,500 pesos ($300 U. S.) against expenses 
of 600 pesos ($125 U. S.). 

Actually, there is a good deal of zip in some of the smaller 
town stations, judging by several visited by this writer. XED 
in Guadalajara (with XEDQ as its shortwave auxiliary) uses 
its center vestibule (as do many others) to accommodate 
audiences for the inevitable Mexican radio amateur hour, 
this one sponsored by Aguila cigarets. The station is one 
of those linked last season into a special Mexican network for 
the Ford concerts out of Detroit, the first commercial from 
the States ever regularly heard in the country. XED is 
owned by Suaza, the distiller of tequila (Mexican brandy), 
and its chief functionaries are Jose Moreno and Ricardo Bell. 


Mexican radio stations often take as ‘identification’ the 
name of that firm, person or product which finances the sta- 
tion’s preliminary expenses or makes a long-term blanket 
time commitment. Thus—again in Guadalajara (State of 
Jalisco)—XEAD is called the KIST (Orange Kist) station. 


The small-town stations sometimes improve their acoustics 
with native burlap and matted rattan. Guitar-playing cow- 
hands are as plentiful around any Mexican radio station, 
however, remote, as hillbillies around Drug Products, Inc. 
They begin or stop on signal from the gong. The Mexican 
variety of open-country troubadour differs from the dust-bowl 
yodelers of the U. S. A. chiefly in not being headed for WLW, 
Cincinnati. 

Small-town Mexican radio is of course picturesque rather 
than significant. The big national and international advere- 
users are more concerned with what’s what and who’s who’ 
in Mexico City, where the stations draw upon the metropoli- 
tan resources of talent and wealth implicit in 1,000,000 popu- 
lation. Mexico City stations include (omitting 14 of the 
smaller neighborhood wax mills) the following, each of 
which, save XEXX of the National University, also has a 
shortwave running mate operating simultaneously: 

XEW, 100,000 watts, 8 a.m. to midnight 
XEQ, 50,000 watts, 9 a.m. to midnight 
XEB, 10,000 watts, 7:40 a.m. to midnight 
XEFO, 5,006 watts, 11 a.m. to midnight 
XEDP, 5,000 watts, 7:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
XEXX, 1,000 watts, 2-5:30, 7-11 p.m. 

XEB is owned by a cigaret company. XEFO belongs to the 
dominant Mexican Revolutionary Party, while XEDP is the 
mouthpiece of the Mexican State Department. Only one of 
the 14 grinders has ever done anything to make itself famous 
—a policy of giving the time every minute 24 hours a day 
and jamming as many blurbs as possible in between. 
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TIGHTEN LINES 
FOR SHOWDOWN 
ON ASCAP 


Stories about the impasse over the 
new licensing contract between the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors & Publishers broke afresh in 








By Neville Miller 
(President, Nat’l Ass’n of Broadcasters ) 





the N. Y. dailies last week, but out- 
side of that there were no new) 
moves along either side of the battle | 
front. Mutual Network’s planning | 
board decided at its Chicago meet- | 
ing that a bureau for the clearance | 
of copyrights should be set up in an- | 
ticipation of an ASCAP freezeout | 
after Dec. 31, and the only firm that | 
Broadcast Music, Inc., was reported | 
to be dickering with is the Sam Fox | 
Music Publishing Co. Fox has not. 


renewed its contract with ASCAP. [ 


Ad agencies themselves see no) 
cause for getting excited over the) 
ASCAP-broadcaster tangle as yet. | 
The dominant opinion in that quarter 
is that there’s no reason for quizzing | 
the networks about the latter's final 
decision about a showdown with 
ASCAP until the latter part of No- 
vember, which will give them (the 
agencies) time to consult their clients 
on the fate of programs largely de- 
pendent on popular music, either cur- 
rent er standard. Also to act in re- 
gard to their contracts with name 
orchestras. 

Mutual has never had a copyright 
checking service, and the bureau 
which the board has authorized 
would be an innovation for the net- 
work. NBC and Columbia has main- 
tained such a checking service for 12 
years or more, and in the course of 
time have accumulated massive in- 
dices covering all fields of music. 
Mutual has three months in which to 
do a similar job. 

Trammell’s Letter 

NBC last week released an an- 
nouncement signatured by Niles 
Trammell, president, stating that 
name orchestra leaders have been 
advised that they must include in 
their sustaining broadcasts at least 
three numbers not controlled by 
ASCAP. It’s two more than the 
Mutual requirement. Columbia, it is 


Mr. Paine, in his Variety letter last week, did not 
seem to me to strike at the essential issue which is in- 
volved in the controversy between the broadcasters 
and ASCAP. That issue is whether the contract, which 
is presently tendered to broadcasters, is capable of 
defense, or whether in fact it is wrong in principle 
and excessive in price. Mr. Paine nowhere in his 
article points out that some of the most important 
units in the broadcasting industry are being asked to 
pay their gross profits to ASCAP and to stay in busi- 
ness for the fun of it. No amount of general discussion 
of the beneficent purposes of ASCAP will becloud or 
alter this issue. Even in Mr. Paine’s generalities, how- 
ever, there are some inaccuracies to which I think 
attention should be drawn. 

1. Mr. Paine states that it is one of the functions of 
ASCAP ‘to encourage those who will write the music 
of tomorrow.’ The policies pursued by ASCAP, far 
from encouraging such talent, tend to stifle it. When 
ASCAP publishers publish the song of someone who 
is not a member of ASCAP, the writer gets no revenue 
from ASCAP whatsoever, although his song may be 
the most sensational hit of the year. Even after a 
writer is eligible for ASCAP membership, namely, 
‘when he has had five songs regularly published,’ in- 
variably by ASCAP publishers, he may be refused ad- 
mittance by the Membership Committee appointed by 
ASCAP’s self-perpetuating Board, and if he does get 
in, it is on a non-participating basis or on the basis of 
very small payments indeed. Some 97% of ASCAP’s 
distribution to writers goes to a handful of established 
writers. The balance goes in inconsiderable sums to 
the balance of ASCAP’s membership. Nothing goes to 
the talented writer who is not a member of ASCAP. 
If this is encouragement to budding talent, it is diffi- 
cult to see what discouragement would be. 

2. Mr. Paine complains that ‘under the license, which 
expires Dec. 31, 1940, ASCAP was supposed to get 5% 
of the net sponsors’ payments to radio stations, but the 
chains ran things 
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Q Neville Miller Twits Paine that ASCAP IS Closed to Newcomers 
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By John G. Paine 


(General Manager, ASCAP ) 


ASCAP had hoped that it would be unnecessary for 
it to get into any public discussion of the radio situa- 
tion, even though it has been baited to do so by the 
most astonishingly untrue charges and statements 
made either on their own behalf or on behalf of the 
radio industry by Mr. Neville Miller and by Mr. Syd- 
ney M. Kaye. 

At the beginning, therefore, let's strip all the camou- 
flage from the facts and see what the facts actually are. 
‘The fight’ between Radio and ASCAP is not a fight, 
per se, but merely a means to an end, It is generated 
and motivated by the determination on the part of cer- 
tain current leaders in the radio industry to forge the 
last element in the complete monopolistic control of 
radio by the chains. At the present time, by their 
own admission, the chains control through contract 
85% of the dollar volume of the radio business. They 
control, and have for years controlled, their own artist 
bureaus, their own electrical transcription companies, 
their own recording companies, and through other con- 
tracts or ownership, control or dominate the radio 
programming of hundreds and hundreds of radio sta- 
tions. 

Now they are building their own exclusive music 
supply organization, and public statements show that 
they have entered into contracts between their music 
supply organization and some 385 radio stations. Con- 
temporaneously with the signing of each of these con- 
tracts, the contracting station announces that it will 
discontinue the use of ASCAP music. In the whole 
history of anti-trust activity in the United States noth- 
ing quite so bold has ever before been attempted. 

To go further into the monopolistic tendencies of 
this group would be merely repetitious, as they have 
been reported in great detail in the Monopoly Report 
of the FCC Committee and the recent Brown Hearings 
before the Interstate Commerce Committee of the Sen- 
ate. A very interesting sidelight, however, is the fact 
that the principal accusers before the FCC investi- 
gators have now 








so that we received 
only 2.42%, and 
nothing from the 
chains as such.’ 
The clear implica- 
tion of this is that 
ASCAP made a 
contract under 
which it thought 


the ASCAP question. 





reported, has advised staff vocalists 
that they will be barred henceforth 
from doing any ASCAP tunes. The 
instructions are being given by word 
of mouth. The all-around boycott 
against ASCAP’s repertoire has be- 
gun even though the networks’ pres- 
ent contract with that organization 
has over three months to go. 

Meanwhile ASCAP claims that its 
contracts and inquiries from non- 
network-affiliated stations are in- 
creasing daily. It admits that the 
affiliated stations are holding ranks 
100% so far. 





NO ASCAP PICK-UP 


Its Big Day at Frisco Fair Not To Be 
Broadcast 
San Francisco, Sept. 24. 

Gene Buck said ‘no comment’ on 
network ban of ASCAP Day pro- 
gram from San Francisco Exposition. 
Both sides are ignoring each other. 
Show is available to anybody paying 
broadcast fees of orchestra musicians 
used on program, Buck making no 
overtures. 

KYA sought to broadcast affair 
but deal died probably due to the 
cost involved. Station claims it 
never got final confirmation from 
Buck. 

KFWB plans lost in fog. 





JERRY SMITH’S PICTURE 
Des Moines, Sept. 24. 

Jerry Smith, ‘yodeling cowboy’ of 
Station WHO’s Iowa Barn Dance 
Frolic, left for Hollywood Sept. 22, 
for role in ‘The Range Busters,’ 
western, to be produced by Phoenix 
Productions (Monogram). Smith, 
who has been with WHO for five 
years, is on leave of absence, and 
will return to the station after com- 
pleting his film chore. 

Other WHO performers who have 
done film work include Sports An- 
nouncer Ronald (Dutch) Reagan, Al 
Clauser and his Oklahoma Outlaws 
and Louisiana Lou. Reagen is un- 
der Warners contract. 





Bernarr Cooper’s One-Man Drama 

Bernarr Cooper, actor in various 
daytime serials, will present ‘Life 
Canvas,’ a series of one-man dramas 
over WQXR, New York, 10-10:15 
Wednesday nights during October. 

Original sketches have been writ- 
ten specially for him. 


it would be getting 
higher revenue, 
but that the broad- 
casters managed to 
impose a construc- 
tion upon this con- 
tract which was a 
disappointment to 
ASCAP. Nothing 
could be further 


frankness 


tra has been injected. 





THE DEBATE CONTINUES 


Herewith Variety presents another two-sided presentation of 
Again the performance society is attacked, 
and defended. Again the motives of the two sides are questioned. 
Further opportunity is afforded all who are interested to know 
what each side in this historic 18-year-old feud has to say, not 
only in its own behalf, but—perhaps more illuminating—in com- 
ment upon the contrary viewpoints. 


This ‘battle page’ was established by Variety some weeks ago 
and has already produced some thought-provoking statements. 
The merit of the statements consists in the fact, it would appear, 
that there has been no pulling of punches, rather the utmost 
(and some passion!). 
viewpoint, that of the professional entertainer and dance orches- 


become a part of 
the present com- 


bination. 
In order to hide 
the sinister pur- 


pose back of their 
activity and to di- 


rect public and 
private attention 
away from this 
monopoly in the 


making, and I sus- 
pect, too, in some 
measure, to ration- 
alize their own 
activity, they have 
raised a _ great 
many smoke 
screens in the 


Also a by-stander’s, or third, 








from the facts. The 
agreement which expires on Dec. 31, 1940, was a mere 
renewal of the contracts which were formerly in effect. 
Not only were the contracts completely clear as to 
what would be paid, but ASCAP had had years of 
actual experience in collecting under this identical 
form of agreement which was renewed for an addi- 
tional five-year term. Under these circumstances, 
ASCAP can claim that it didn’t know what it was get- 
ting only upon the double assumption that it couldn’t 
read English and had had been asleep for three years 
while the same contract was already in effect. Mr. 
Paine’s imiplication in this respect is, to say the least, 
unfair. 

3. Even the figure 2.42%, set forth upon the fore- 
going assumption, is an inaccurate one. In quoting 
this figure, Mr. Paine bases the percentage upon a 
gross income of $171,000,000 for the broadcasting in- 
dustry. This figure is arrived at by adding to the true 
annual gross revenue of broadcasters for the year in 
question ($112,000,000 as reported by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission and published by Variery in 
its issue of July 24, 1940) a fictitious amount which is 
composed of adding to the broadcasters’ income the 
amount of advertising agency commission plus the 
amount that would have been paid if advertisers were 
not allowed time discounts. The fact is that adver- 
tising agency commission does not come into the hands 
of broadcasters and they cannot pay on the basis of 
sums~which they never receive. The amount which is 
added on the assumption that there are no time dis- 
counts does not exist at all. A broadcaster who goes 
on the air only once pays one rate. If he is on the air 
repeatedly he gets a lower rate. Estimates based on a 
fictitious rate which is never paid do not serve any 
useful purpose in clarifying the issue. 

4. Mr. Paine maintains that ASCAP music is avail- 
able to all at terms within the means of ali. As an 
example of ASCAP’s magnanimity to broadcasters, Mr. 
Paine states that ‘50% of all radio stations will only 
have to pay $1 per month as a sustaining fee.’ What 
Mr. Paine neglects to mention is that the ‘drastic’ re- 
ductions included in ASCAP’s proposed 1941 contracts 
total $350,000 while the total increases included in such 
contracts total over $5,600,000. Mr. Paine considers it 
a decrease when he grants an ASCAP license to, let us 
say, a network affiliate for local program service only 
at a sum which may, in some cases, be slightly beléw 
what the same station paid for all service over this 
station network or local. Mr. Paine’s levy would ab- 
sorb the entire profits of many broadcasters... How 
this can be construed as within their means, it is diffi- 
cult to see. 

5. Mr. Paine speaks of a 3% to 7%% tax on broad- 
casters’ net receipts. He omits to remind his readers 


(Continued on page 40) 




















nature of charges 
against ASCAP. The first and foremost of these is 


that ASCAP is ‘demanding $9,000,000 from the radio 
industry.’ These accusations started with $7,000,000; 
then went to $8,000,000; then to $9,000,000, and recently 
became $10,000,000. These added millions have only 
thin air as their basis. 

ASCAP is not demanding any set sum. It is asking 
a percentage of the gross sale of time on the air, less 
liberal deductions. As a matter of fact, under the new 
ASCAP formula, the individual radio stations of the 
country are being asked to pay to ASCAP over $1,000,- 
000 less than they paid in 1940. The only difference 
between the licensing system heretofore in effect and 
that recently proposed is that the chains are being 
askeu to pay a share of the music costs, whereas in the 
past they have never paid any money to the society— 


and this point ought to remain uppermost in the minds | 


of all station owners, 

The second smoke screen that is constant] j i 
that ASCAP refused to negotiate with the AR Com 
mittee on the new music contract that goes into effect 
Jan. 1, 1941. This is again a statement wholly and 
completely untrue. Negotiations between ASCAP and 
the National Association of Broadcasters began on 
Lincoln's Birthday, 1939, with a visit from Neville 
Miller to Gene Buck. At that time Miller was told 
that ASCAP would be delighted to begin a study with 
the radio people of a new licensing setup, even though 
it was 23 months before the expiration of the present 
contract. 

This meeting was followed by the appointment of a 
committee by Miller, and the appointment of a com- 
mittee by Buck, which committees were to meet to- 
gether to go into these matters. Miller’s committee 
consisted of himself, as chairman: Edward Klauber 
Lenox Lohr, Mark Woods, Samuel Rosenblum and 
John Elmer. Buck’s committee consisted of himself 
as chairman; John G. Paine and Louis D. Frohlich 

The ASCAP Committee met the C 
Broadcasters in my office at ASCAP, and they pro- 
posed that the new form of license agreement be based 
On a per program’ system rather than on a blanket 
license System. We stated that we would be ver 
happy indeed to have them study the situation po’ 
prepare the form of contract which they believed 
would be most acceptable to the broadcasting industry 
and we would be glad to give it consideration. The, 
never prepared such a contract. The only step einen 
in connection with the study of such a contract was a 
visit from Mr. Miller to the society, at which time I 
personally introduced him to our Comptroller George 
A. Hoffman, and told him that the society would be 
happy to make available to him for his Study and for 
the benefit of his committee all facts and figures that 


(Continued on page 40) 


ommittee of the | 


PHILADELPHIA 
HAS NEW DISC 
ACTION 


Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 
The National Association of Per. 
forming Artists on Thursday (19) 


filed suit against Westinghouse Elec. 
tric, operators of KYW, charging the 
tation used recordings made by 
members of the association without 
authorization on commercial and 
sustaining programs. The suit was 
filed in Common Pleas Court in the 
name of James J. Walker, president, 
and Fred Waring, vice-president of 
the organization, and asked for a 
permanent - injunction to restrain 
KYW from using NAPA-made discs, 


It was the first case filed by NAPA 
against a major station and will be 
tried in the local courts, where the 
organization gained its first impor- 
tant victory five years ago when 
both the Common Pleas and State 
Supreme Courts upheld NAPA's 
property rights in recordings in a 
case against WDAS. 











When’s a Song Lasting? 











By Pat Ballard 


Editor, VARIETY: 

It seems one point has been over- 
looked in the scramble to build up 
large catalogs of songs which will 
provide grist for the performer's 
mill, and hence provide attractive- 
ness for the sponsor's product. 


A couple of years ago I looked 
over carefully some 40,000 song 
manuscripts submitted by most of 
the unknown writers in the country. 
There were about 200 that seemed 
poms to the average professional 
| writer’s output, and undoubtedly if 
| all of these 200 songs could be given 
|a public hearing sufficient to gain 
|an “acceptance,” one or more of the 
| lot would become fixed in the hearts 
and minds of enough people to enter 
| the charmed circle of lasting songs. 

Who remembers the names of the 
| horses who won a race last year? 
Yet everyone remembers Man 0’ 
War, 


The point is, lots of horses had to 
| win lots of races before a Man 0’ 
War came along who would become 
lastingly famous, Many songs have 
to be No. 1 on the list before one 
| becomes, in five years, of lasting 
value to a performer and his spon- 
sor. By that I mean, when its per- 
formance is bound to please enough 
of the 130,000,000 people in this 
country, because of their affection 
|for it, to make it a sure thing as a 
| piece of entertainment material. 


| I’m sure Mr. Berlin would be the 
| first to admit that he has to write 
|and publish many, many songs be- 
|fore one attains the ,universal po- 

sition occupied by his ‘God Bless 
| America.’ 








Almost every professional writer 
| who has been writing for a great 
number of years feels very happy 
if he can know that even one or two 
of his hundreds of songs has at- 
tained the status of lasting value. 


And every publisher who has an 
‘Ah! Sweet Mystery of Life’ or ‘Old 
Man River’ or ‘Sweet Sue’ in his 
catalog, knows that he has had to 
|publish hundreds of songs over a 
|period of many years before these 
| lasting gems showed up. He may 
| have had the No. 1 song every month 
|in the year, but that doesn’t mean 
| that in one or two or five years 
| these songs will have any real value 
|as pieces of surefire entertainment 
|property. What forms the backbone 
| of every performer’s (and sponsor's) 
| stock-in-trade is the comparatively 
| small list of songs which are so uni- 
versally a part of everybody’s life 
and remembrance and affection that 
their performance, by the law of 
averages, is the safest kind of thing 
for those who weuld please the 
largest slice of the public. 


For 20 years I have been in the 
business of trying to provide mate- 
rial for topflight stars that would 
be valuable to them. Any writer is 
lucky if out of big batches of care- 
fully written material, words or 
music, he has hit upon even a few 
things that were so outstanding that 
their value was unquestioned. A 
‘Casey at the Bat’ has more than a 
temporary vogue, but how many of 
its author’s works rank with it? 

Pat Ballard. 
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New York—Walter King, announcer of moppet programs for WINS, ap- 
pointed honorary member of the New Jersey State Assn, of Chiefs of 
Police. 
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New York—Adele Zysman, of the WHN program department, consulted 
the Bronx (N.Y.) zoo to learn if turtles are dipped occasionally in salt 
water they won't go blind. So the station publicity department issued a 
special release announcing the fact that ‘Mike,’ the staff mascot, is ‘now 
assured good eyesight. 





New York—Excited dialer called WHN to tell Bob Byron, whistling 
crooner, that he (the dialer) had just become a father and was naming 
the baby after Byron. Guy added that he and his wife were fans of the 
singer, but then he hung up without giving his name. 





Amarillo, Texas—A 66,000-egg incubator “was used as the studio for 
one of the broadcasts carried by station KGNC here at the 17th annual 
Texas Baby Chick Assn. meeting. Bob Watson interviewed Professor | 
Reid, of Texas A. & M., among the hen fruit. 





Birmingham—Harwood Hull, WAPI farm director, took a remote mike! 
to the 4-H Club boys swimming hole to air the youngsters’ splashings. | 
Says next time he’ll take the mike in swimming also. 





Cleveland.—Sid Andorn and Morris Condon had a ‘superstition’ quiz side- | 
walk interview broadcast over WGAR starting at 3:13 p.m. and lasting for | 
13 minutes last Friday (13) at the corner of 13th street and Chester avenue | 
here. Site is one of the few hotels having a 13th floor. Audience was | 
quizzed under a ladder and had to break a mirror before answering ques- 
tions. Black cat was brought along for added ill omen, 

New York—WMCA put a lobster alongside the mike to make whatever | 
noises it liked during the station’s homemaker program conducted by Ida} 
Bailey Allen. The lobster was contributed by the Fisher Council, an or- 
ganization seeking to ‘promote wider use of piscatorial delicacies’, 








Columbia, S. C.—Floyd Rodgers, Jr., program director of WIS, found 
himself deluged with Spanish peanuts after he had mentioned to Byron 
Parker, of the Black Draught Hillbillies, that he’d appreciate it if Parker 
picked up some home-grown peanuts in his wanderings through South 
Carolina. Farmer in eastern part of the state heard about the Parker wish 
and he’s been shipping the goobers in generous amounts to the former 
ever since. 


Prowl Literati Marts 





Extend Glenn Miller — 


‘Big Town’ Material 
For ‘Big Town’ Material) cron atitier nas had nis con 
tract extended by Chesterfield until | 
Hollywood, Sept. 17. next April. He is now working} 
Name writers are being lined up by | under a 26-week contract which 
Ruthrauff & Ryan to contribute ma- | doesn’t expire until the latter part 
terial to Edward G. Robinson’s ‘Big |of December, but requires that his. 
Town’ series for Rinso. Stories al-|next option be picked up 13 weeks | 
ready have been bought from Adela! prior to this contract's expiration | 
Rogers St. John and Paul Gallico. | date. 
Crane Wilbur, script editor and| Miller has been on CBS for the 
producer, is poring over several |cig account since Dec. 27, 1939. Gen-| 
dozen scripts by Hollywood scribes, 
but the hunt for yarns has also been | extension 
extended east. 














through the Newell-Em- 


mett agency. 


eral Amusement Corp. handled the} 





Drama Director Ed Cullen Found One-In-Three 
Scripts Acceptable—Pays $15 to $50 Each—Stale 
Formula Chief Fault of Scripts 





By JOE BETZER writers were pros taking a flier at 

Buffalo, Sept. 24. the local station market. The scripts 

Local stations, exhausting the | that were tossed away came chiefly 
‘drama output of the regular script |{™ obvious amateurs. 
mills, can work up a promising script | Stale Plots 

service of their own if they have| Chief fault, found Cullen, 

both time and patience. And there’s, time stock actor and CBS staff an- 

a chance, roughly speaking, of find-|nouncer, was ‘ordinariness.’ Cullen 








| of Commerce biggie. 


one- | 


ing one good script in every three|is of that school which holds that | 


that comes in. | Arch Oboler and others are rapidly 
That percentage has held so fat relegating to disuse, except in ‘soap 
for WBEN, which after six years of OPeTas, that type of plot that has 
airing once-a-week dramas, 
the regular wells running dry. Plays "OW Must have a new 
submitted by the regular script serv- | please. 
ices were falling into a stereotyped, ‘About two-thirds of the dramas 
pattern, so Station Director Edgar H.| We got either were ordinary or ele- 
Twamley appealed to the scribbling | mentary,’ Cullen said. ‘Of course, a 
trade with an open letter in Vartety, | !ot were from beginners who found 
Twamley stressed the advisability)2 Sudden invitation extended to 
of peddling drama stuff to local sta- them, and these showed S general 
tions. Pointed out that while such lack of understanding radio tech- 
stations couldn’t pay as much as for | haue and plot material. Two or 
a drama sold to a network, in the | t#ree showed promise, though, and 
long run they could buy more| these I’m keeping to be rewritten.’ 
dramas from one writer than most | 
chains would, which would put the| been all roses for WBEN. 
writer out ahead. jagencies have complained. One, in 
First two weeks brought in 100 "@arby Lancaster, offered to buy a 
scripts from almost as many kinds/|/St of names of those who had re- 
of writers, Free-lancers replied Plied to WBEN. Offer got thumbs 
from Texas to North Dakota, San) 90°W®- 
Francisco to Gotham. About two-| ‘He might have given the authors 
thirds had to be returned as unsuit- | $5 a play. We pay from $15 to $50 
able, but there remained 40 plays for suitable material. That’s one 
the station could use. 


‘twist’ to 


found | been aired since radio’s birth. Plays, 


of Hotel 


Re-filling its drama font has not. 
Script | 


|reason why free-lancers might do, 


‘That Variety story solved our| Well to try peddling their stuff di-| 


‘problem,’ said Ed Cullen, WBEN ject,’ commented Cullen. 


drama director whose players take Drama chief at this 5,000-watter 
over 30-minutes every Thursday at;sits as one-man board on scripts. 
10:30 p.m. ‘We have enough plays | Has no set rules for judging merit, 
for the rest of the season, and they’re| but runs the scale of payment ac- 
still coming in.’ |cording to what he thinks a piece is 
So far station has put on seven! Worth. If he’s doubtful, he hands 
of the pieces. One, a bit about|the play to switchboard girl or con- 
Napoleon and Josephine by Margaret | trol man and gets their views, then 
Halliwell, New York City, is set for| 8¢ts opinion of some local drama 
\a repeat on basis of listeners’ com- | teacher. 
{ments. Like Miss Halliwell, most System has worked well so far, 


YEAR’S SUPPLY OF RADIO SCRIPTS IS 
RESULT OF A ‘VARIETY’ OPEN LETTER 





| 

with WBEN drama group ranging 
its offerings from frothy humor to 
Ibsen. About 20 actors make up 
drama complement, from strict radio 
folk to William Guilbert, Chamber 
Warren Hardy 
of films, ex-localite, acted with group 
‘through Summer for mike experi- 
ence, before going on to New York 
for Fall stage work. 


WBEN Adds Important 


Local Talent Program 


Buffalo, Sept. 24. 
Biggest piece of local air business 
from talent’s standpoint has been set 
with moving of ‘International House 
Party’ from WGR to WBEN effective 
next week. Head Miller Co., Inc. 
brewers, of Rochester will use three 
quarter hours weekly at 7:30 p.m. 

instead of 30 minutes as on WGR. 
WBEN has hired Vera Holly, 
singer, and the Three Treys, song- 
patter team, away from WGR- 
WKBW for the series. Will add to 
them 13-man house band and emcee, 
Oscar Davis, from New York. J. 
Walter Thompson is the agency. 
Stanzas will air from studios, instead 
Lafayette ballroom as 





formerly. 

Account is switching to WBEN for 
its across-the-border coverage. 
Sponsor’s ales are not sold in west- 
ern New York, and _ Buffalo-origi- 
nated series is aimed solely at listen- 
ers in Canada, where the brew is 
peddled. 





Eddie Dooley Returns 


Eddie Dooley, New York Sun 
sports writer and former Dartmouth 
star, starts a twice-weekly football 
series tomorrow (Thursday) for 
Revelation tobacco over a three-sta- 
tion hookup of WOR, New York; 
WGN, Chicago, and CKLW, Detroit. 
Former gridder, who has an _ .827 
average in his predictions over the 
last nine seasons, will pick his choice 
of winners on the Thursday shows 
and do his chest-expanding or aliby- 
ing Saturday nights. 

Biow is the agency. 
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"One of the funniest 
musical plays on 
Broadway for years. 
Best all around cast. 
A fast musical show 
without a dull spot. A 
mad book ... frenzied 
score . . . excellent 
dancers .. . beautiful 
production." 
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KPO-KGO Day at Expo 


When NBC's Al Nelson signs up for KPO-KGO day at the Fair, he ain't 
Due largely to heavily plugged appearances of stars who put 
on eight hours of continuous entertainment, turnstiles recorded second 
largest attendance of the season, 127, 


kidding. 


of them with autograph books. 


Although first actual broadcast was not ; alle 
Kamp’s quizzer, ‘Prof. Puzzlewit’ with Larry Keating was aired, festivities 





; 


San Francisco. 


000 swarming the grounds and most 


Gallen- 





Chicago, Sept. 24. 

Continuing its exploitation 
drive, WGN has come up with 
two new stunts. Has built a 
theatre-type marquee over its 
studio building on Michigan 
Ave. and daily changes the mar- 
quee letters to announce the au- 
dience shows of the day. 

Also has stamped out a flock 
of auto tags reading ‘Watch 
WGN and Mutual,’ and printed 





until 3 p.m. when 


started at 1:30 with stage version of Will Aubrey’s ‘Good Old Days.’ | 
Standing room for 2,000 in the middle of the Palace of Communications | 
was kept jammed until 8:30 p.m. after final broadcast of the day, Hal, 
Burdick’s ‘Night Editor’ for Cardinet Candy. 

Day was hot and batteries of television and newsreel lights didn’t make 
things any cooler for performers who trouped magnificently for oi’ NBC. | 
Telenews theatre picked up shots and affair was used as telecast subject in | 


the nearby RCA exhibit. 


As fast as performers came off stage in front of KPO Animated Clock 
exhibit, they went down in a swirling sea of autograph hunters. 


Most heroic trouper of the day was jolly Judy Deane. 


Fans didn’t 


know it but she passed out from nervous strain over illness of her daugh- 


ter shortly before going on, and remedies were kept handy during her 


appearance but weren’t necded. 


Smallest of gang was four-year-old Ginger Lee Boggs, moppet with a 
repertoire of 27 songs who has already toured over 100 theatres and loves 


spotlights 
affair. 


Carries a tune like a vet and became the darling of the) 


Others who upheld rep of alma mater included Will Aubrey, Rosie and 
her guitar, Armand Girard, John Teel, Roland Drayer, George Nickson, 
Ruth Sprague, Ira Blue, Bob Dwan, Berton Bennett, Paul Martin, Berna- 


dine Playford, Helen Morgan, Keith 


Romo, Sam Moore, Ricardo and Neg Monett. 


Maxie Rosenbloom who came over 


Wadsworth, Patricia Lynn, Camilla | 
Guest of honor was Slapsie | 
between appearances at Oakland’s | 


Downtown theatre for an interview by Herb Caen. 
Only one person collapsed in the jam and was quickly revived. 
A 





WDAS’ New ‘Trade Mark’ 


Philadelphia. 
After three years WDAS is drop- 
ping its promotion cartoon depicting 
someone dropping their work or 
play to ‘go home and listen to 
WDAS.’ 


The cartoon, syndicated to 50 sta- 
tions in all parts of the U. S., will 
be replaced by a similar one called 
‘Everybody’s Tunin.’ It will feature 
a figure of the world, with a radio 
set for a head, and a mike for a 
mose. On the figure will be the call 
letters of the station. A novelty 
house is set to manufacture the fig- 
ure to use as Ornaments atop radio 
sets. 





Safety Commission on Air 
Atlanta. 
New program, ‘The Yellow Line,’ 
to promote safe driving has bowed 
in on WSB, featuring Lon Sullivan, 
Georgia commissioner of public 





and sane driving tips, and general | 
facts and information of value to 
motorists and conducive to safety. 


WSB recently toted its portable 
equipage to Salem Camp Ground and 
aired half-hour show at 114th annual 
interdenominational religious meet- 
ing there. Meetings started in 1826 
and are held today in huge taber- 
nacle built in 1854, with pilgrims in 
attendance at 10-day religious festi- 
val from all over nation, 


This station also covered opening 
of Georgia-Florida tobacco market 
with an unusual broadcast from to- 
bacco warehouse in Statesboro, Ga., 
with Bill Prance. WSB’s farm direc- 
tor, handling mike. Prance talked 
with growers and warehousemen, 
discussing quality, price and crop| 
conditions relative to this year’s leaf. 
Prance also was WSB’s spieler when 
station aired Atlanta’s first Potato 
Festival last week. 





WISV, Wash., Sponsors Homes 





safety. Included each week in 
15-myin. program are reports on ac- 
cidents happening during week on 
Georgia highways; information on 
stolen cars and those recovered; safe 





Washington. 
Erection of a number of low-cost 
|model homes has been sponsored as 
a housing attention-getter by WJSV, 
| local CBS station. First of the 
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Too, Too Often the city name that follows a radio station’s 
call letters designates the boundaries of its advertising 


effectiveness. 


But the Word “Detroit” following those familiar call letters 
of WJR is purely indicative of the point of broadcast origi- 
nation. For WJR::: Michigan’s Greatest Advertising 
Medium ; ; ; not only covers the whole state, but also parts 


of three other_states. 


Little Wonder That Conferences on sales and advertising these 


days often hear and approve the sensible suggestion ;: : ; 
“Jet's put it over in Michigan with the 59,000 watts of WJR!” 
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a raft of windshield stickers with 
the same slogan. 








homes, all of which will be priced 
from $3,000 to $5,000, was dedicated 
recently at Kensington, Md., Wash- 
ington suburb, by A. D. Willard, Jr., 
WJSV general manager. At the 
ceremonies contractors took orders 
for 20 more similar-type homes from 
those present. 

Homes are built by various con- 
tractors on speculation, with the 
station devoting Saturday and Sun- 


|day programs, with home-economist 


Elinor Lee spieling. Another half- 
dozen of the houses are now under 
construction. 





Plugging Radio Contests 

Minneapolis. 
CBS network and local advertisers 
having programs featuring contests 
or offers are getting dual gratis 
plugs over WCCO here. On a weekly 
15-minute program called ‘Offer In- 
dex,’ Saturday mornings, all contests 
and offers are brought to listeners’ 
attention by ‘Susie,’ the station’s sup- 
posed scrubwoman, played by 
Kenena MacKenzie, its continuity 
writer, who tells how her troubles 
and needs will be taken care of by 
the prizes she can win via WCCO 
programs. 

Also, different continuity appears 
in WCCO’s double column 10-inch 
newspaper advertisements on the 
same day, plugging the contests and 
offers and also written in ‘Susie's’ 
broken lingo. 





Station’s Local Gossip 
Minneapolis. 
WCCO (CBS) here is giving small 
towns and newspapers of this state 
a publicity break in a novel program 
which sends out over ether local 
gossip culled from the rural sheets. 
Each weekday morning on ‘Sun- 
risers’ (6-7 am.), announcer Bob 
Campbell reads 16 to 12 of the items 
about hirths, new barns, minor acci- 
dents and local trivialties. In all 
cases, credit is given to the town and 
to the newspaper from which the 
item is taken. Many of the squibs 
are laugh-provocative, adding to 
their audience appeal. 





Showcasing Studios 
Cincinnati. 

WCKY, WKRC and WSAI are 
showcasing broadcasting studios at 
the Food Show in the Zoo Gardens, 
a 14-day event which last season at- 
tracted a quarter-million visitors. 
The L. B. Wilson station, CBS af- 
filiate, is premiering its studio plane 
trailer, which is a complete broad- 
casting studio on wheels. 

The Mutual outlet, WKRC, and 
Crosley’s WSAI, NBC affiliate, are 
operating modernistic setups in glass 
enclosures, All three stations are 
originating six or more daily pro- 
grams, with quiz and_ interview 
angles for public participation, from 
the temporary spots. When off the 
air, studios are open for inspection. 





Quiz Twist 
Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 
A new and original type of quiz 


under the sponsorship of a local fur- 
niture company. The interviewer 
asks a question and if it’s correctly 
answered, the person interviewed 
wins a dollar and has the chance to 
win another buck by, in turn, asking 
the interviewer a question. If the 
interviewer is stumped by the query 
he has to fork across another dollar. 


KERN Expands 


Stn Francisco, Sept. 24. 

KERN, Bakersfield, dedicates new 
studios and transmitter Thurs. (20) 
with shift from 100 to 10,000 watts 
power. NBC outlet moves notch from 
1370 to 1380 ke stripe. New setup in- 
cludes studio seating 400, needed for 
Coca-Cola Kids Club, now in its 
sixth year on station. Robert Stod- 
dard manages. KERN is member of 
McClatchy family. 

KARM, Fresno, also getting face 
lift, with new entrance lobby, two 
new offices—and even a new neon 
sign, 











Mare Williams, cowboy chanter, 
has returned to WHO, Des Moines, 
after a summer at WGY, Schenec- 
tady, while his wife, Naomi, was. ap- 
pearing with Mohawk Drama Fes- 














tival Co, 


Radio Premieres This Week 


(From Wed. to Following Thurs.) 





Sunday, Sept. 29 

Cooperative Group, WOR-MUTUAL, 6:30-7 p.m. ‘Show of the Week! 
with Vincent Lopez Orchestra, Buddy Clark, Loretta Clemons, Milton 
Berle. Redfield-Johnstone. Announcers, locals Originates from N, Y 
Hookup, 16 stations. , 

Ford Motor Co., WABC-CBS, 9-10 p.m. ‘Ford Sunday Evening Hour 
with Ford Symphony Orchestra, Andre Kostelanetz, Lily Pons, w, J. 
Cameron. N. W. Ayer. Producers, W. J. Reddick, H. L. McClinton, Orig- 
| inates from Detroit. Hookup, 83 stations. 

Grove Laboratofies (Bromo-Quinine), WJZ-NBC, 8:30-9 p.m. ‘Sherlock 
| Holmes’ with Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce. Stack-Goble. Producer, 
|'Tom McKnight. Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 53 stations. 
| Gulf Oil Corp., WABC-CBS, 7:30-8 p.m. ‘Screen Guild’ with Roger 
| Pryor, Oscar Bradley's Orchestra, guest stars, Margaret Sullavan and 
| James Stewart. Young & Rubicam. Producer, Harry Ackerman. An- 
nouncer, Bud Hiestand. Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 70 stations. 

Knapp-Monarch Co, (Electric shavers), WJZ-NBC, 11:45-12 noon. ‘Ahead 
of the Headlines’ with news analysis by editors of Newsweek. Cramer. 
Krasselt Co. Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 36 stations. 
| Libby-Owens-Ford Glass Co., WABC-CBS, 5-5:30 p.m. ‘Design for Hap- 
| piness’ with Tom Moore, m.c., and Chicago Woman’s Symphony Orchestra 
| directed by Izler Solomon. United States Advertising. Producer, Leslie 

Originates from Chicago. Hookup, 72 stations. 








| Mitchell. 
| Thomas J. Lipton, Inc. (Tea), WABC-CBS, 8-8:30 p.m. ‘Helen Hayes’ 
Theatre’ with dramatic cast, Mark Warnow’s Orchestra. Young & Rubi- 
cam. Producer, Adrian Samish: Announcer, Harry Von Zell. Originates 
from New York. Hookup, 63 stations. 

Mennen Co., WABC-CBS, 5:30-6 p.m. ‘Colonel Stoopnagle’s Quixie 
Doodle,’ with Col. L. Stoopnagle, Alan Reed, contestants; guest, Lew Lehr. 
H. M. Kiesewetter. Producer, S. S. Baker. Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 
45 stations. 

John Morrell & Co. (Red Heart Dog Food), WEAF-NBC, 3:45-4 p.m. 
‘Chats About Dogs’ with Bob Becker. Henri, Hurst & McDonald. Orig- 
inates from Chicago, Hookup, 52 stations. 

D. L. & W. Coal Co, (Blue Coal), WOR-MUTUAL, 4:30-5 p.m. 
Shadow’ with Bill Johnstone. Ruthrauff & Ryan. 

Monday, Sept. 30 

Standard Brands (Fleischmann’s Yeast), WJZ-NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. 
a Mystery’ with dramf&tic cast. Kenyon & Eckhardt. 
Hollywood. Hookup, 45 stations. 

Tuesday, Oct. 1 

Emerson Drug Co. (Bromo Seltzer), WJZ-NBC, 8-8:30 p.m. ‘Ben Bernie's 
Musical Quiz Show’ with Ben Bernie’s Orchestra, Carol Bruce, contestants. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan. Producer, Lee Cooley. Announcer, Dan Seymour, 
Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 65 stations. 
| §. C. Johnson & Son, Inc. (Floor Wax), WEAF-NBC, 9:30-10 p.m. ‘Fib- 

ber McGee & Molly’ with Marian and Jim Jordan, Bill Thompson, Hal 
Peary, Isabel Randolph, Billy Mills’ Orchestra, King’s Men. Needham, 
Louis & Brorby. Producer, Cecil Underwood. Script writer, Don Quinn. 

Announcer, Harlow Wilcox. Originates from Hollywood. Hookup, 79 
| stations. ° 

Liggett & Myers (Velvet Tobacco), WABC-CBS, 9:30-10 p.m. © ‘Prof. 
Quiz’ with Craig Earl, Bob Trout. Newell-Emmett. Producer, Don Langan. 
| Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 68 stations. ~“ 
Richfield Oil Corp... WOR-MUTUAL, 7:30-7:45 p.m. ‘Confidentially 
| Yours’ with Arthur Hale. Sherman K. Ellis. Originates from N. Y. 
| Wednesday, Oct. 2 
Bristol-Myers Co. (Ipana, Sal Hepatica), WEAF-NBC, 9-9:30 p.m. ‘Time 
| to Smile with Eddie Cantor, Dinah Shore, Raye & Davis, Tommy Mack, 
| Bobby Sherwood, Edgar Fairchild. Young & Rubicam. Producer, George 
McGarrett. Announcer, Harry Von Zell. Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 
63 stations. 

E. I. du Pont de Nemours, WEAF-NBC, 7:30-8 p.m. ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ with Loretta Young and dramatic cast, Don Voorhees’ Orchestra. 
B-B. D. & O. Producer, Homer Fickett. Originates from N. Y. Hookup, 
44 stations. 

Texas Co, (Texaco), WABC-CBS, 9-10 p.m. ‘Texaco Star Theatre’ with 
Fred Allen, Al Goodman's Orchestra, Portland Hoffa, Mighty Allen Art 
Players. Buchanan & Co. Producers, Paul Monroe, Howard Reilly, Bill 
Shore. Announcers, Jimmy Wallington and Larry Elliott. Originates 
from N. Y. Hookup, 87 stations. 


| Gillette Safety Razor Co., WOR-MUTUAL, 
| Maxon. 


‘The 
Originates from N. Y. 


‘I Love 
Originates from 








‘World Series Broadcasts.’ 


| 


WW Starts Mutual | CHUCK MYERS’ KALE 
rn, Seo. 2. | ALSO GETS A BOOST 


| 


tual network. WADC is the Colum- | 
| bia outlet while the new WAKR, set | 


|for operation some time in October, 
| will be a basic NBC blue network 
station. Cleveland’s WTAM, carry- 
| ing the NBC red network programs, 
| also blankets this territory, the sta- 
| tion’s transmitter being located only 


Akron’s WJW, heretofore strictly 
Portland, Ore., Sept. 24. 


an independent local station, Sunday 
(22) became a member of the Mu- 
KALE has received authority from 
the FCC to increase its night time 


| power from 1,000 to 5,000 watts, on 
a frequency of 1300 k.c. 


This follows 
the recent raise of KOIN’s (CBS out- 
let) power to 5,000 watts. 


Both stations are operated by the 


program has been started by WCTN | 


|10 miles outside Akron’s city limits. | same company, headed by C. W. 


Myers. 


| WJW’s affiliation with Mutual fol- 
lows the acquisition of the station 
| by William O’Neil, son of General 
|Tire’s prexy. Reshuffling of the} 
| staff and likely new studios in down- | , 
'town Akron also are scheduled by | Music and commentary survey of the 
O'Neil. | folk, serious and popular music of 
| the Latin and South American coun- 
| ' tries, will be aired 5-5:30 p.m. Sat- 
Maurice Condon of WGAR, Cleve-| urdays during October over WQXR, 
land, in town last week expressly | New York, by John M. Halpern. 
| to meet the trade press. | He is a music critic and lecturer. 


(Who Buys New Shorts 9 a 
6? Gi 


LISTENERS 

ARE LONG ON 

BUYING / 
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WQXR’s Latin Folk Music 
‘Music of the Americas,’ recorded 
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Expect Law Revision Okaying FCC’s 
Divulging Any Sth Column Clues 








+ 


Washington, Sept. 24. 


Changes in the Communications 
Act may be necessary to derive max- 
jmum advantage from the Federal 
Communications Commission's en- 
larged chain of listening posts, now 
being improved and expanded to 
keep a closer check on possible fifth 
columnist activities. Under existing 
statutes and court decisions, the 
eavesdroppers are forbidden to dis- 
close any subversive programs they | 
may pick up. 

As the House approved an emer- | 
gency allotment of $175,000 for re- 
locating six monitoring _ stations, 
Commish and Justice Department 
lawyers were looking for some way 
around Section 605, which makes it 
a crime to reveal the contents of 
any private message transmitted by 
wire or radio and which apparently 
applies with as much force to the 
government itself as to private 
snoopers. In addition, the United 
States Supreme Court has outlawed 
evidence gained by wire-tapping. 

Among all the excitement about 
subversive influences and national 
defense, the FCC has intensified its 
efforts to keep up with everything 
passing through the ether. Round- 
the-clock watches are maintained, 
with any suspicious sounding mes- 
sages or programs being recorded 
for further checking. Any commu- 
nications that sound as though they 
might be instructions to alien agents 
or un-American propaganda are sup- 
posed to be turned over to the Jus- 
tice Department for checking 
through the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation. 





Messages Sacred 


The law, however, says messages 
cannot be divulged to anybody ex- 
cept the addressee, his agent or at- 
torney, or in response to a court 
summons. Question is whether the 
FCC has the power to hand over its 
recordings to the G-men, no matter 
what the motive. 


Originally the monitoring stations 
were intended to see that licensed 
transmitters stick to their frequen- 
cies and ride down any unauthorized 
operators. In recent years the FCC 
has used them to check up on the 
general program’ service and to 
measure the amount of interference 
encountered by standard broadcast- 
ers. If its listeners pass on evidence 
to the F.B.I., technically they would 
be guilty of violating the statute. 


Notwithstanaing, Congress is about 
to grant additional money to make 
the eavesdropping more effective. 
Fund voted by the House Monday 
(23) will permit moving of existing 
plants at San Pedro, Calif.; Portland, 
Ore.; Atlanta, Great Lakes, Ill., and 
Baltimore, and acquisition of West- 
inghouse property at Millis, Mass. 
In addition to this $175,000, the Com- 
mish is spending $1,600,000 it re- 
ceived from President Roosevelt's 
blank check defense fund and some 
of its regular appropriations, obtain- 
ing permanent stations in Alaska, 
Puerto Rico, Hawaii, the Virgin Is- 
lands, and much mobile equipment. 

Necessity for intensifying the radio 
watch was stressed recently to the 
House Appropriations Committee by 
Chief Engineer E. K. Jett, who also 
said the checks being made show 
propaganda is coming to the United 
States from ‘belligerent countries.’ 
He said plans have been worked out 
in conjunction with the Army and 
Navy and described the activity as 
of vital importance to national de- 
fense. 





IT’S CAPT. HITTENMARK 


But NBC Spieler Can Sti!] Do His 
Stuff at Mike 








Washington, Sept. 24. 

No. 1 example of an announcer 
who finally gets to believe the 
blurbs he reads into the mike is Gor- 
don Hittenmark. And occasionally 
the local NBC spieler regrets it. 

Early in the summer, after re- 
Peating the now-is-the-time-for- 
every-man appeal of the Army, Hit- 
tenmark got the patriotic urge and 
Signed up with reserves. Within a 
short time, he was ordered to turn 


| from its present location at 123 West 


WOV, N.Y., Building 
New 5th Ave. Studios 


New studios are being built by 
WOV, New York, to be located at 
730 Fifth avenue, several blocks 





| 





43d street. Move will be made about ' 
Jan. 1, simultaneously with start of 


creased power of 10,000 watts over al 
new directional antenna. Station 
also hopes to receive FCC’s okay on 


transmitter in time to start broad- | 
casting on that at the same time. 


York station. | 


N.A.B.’s 20th Anni 





Washington, Sept. 24. 

What to do about a Atting cele- 
bration of the outfit’s 20th anni- 
versary is perplexing National 
Association of Broadcasters 
heads. The flag-waving should 
take place this fall, but will be 
put off at least until after the 
November election. 

Chief trouble is what sort of 
ceremonies to stage. The trade 
group failed to do anything about 
it at their San Francisco conven- 
tion, and brass-hats don’t like the 
idea of appointing another com- 
mittee—there are enough com- 
mittes now. 








| America 


broadcasting on the station’s in- Loretta Young Starter 
For Dupont Cavalcade 





Radio, Dailies Stand to Lose Plenty 
If South Carolina Adopts Prohibition 





Spartanburg, S. C., Sept. 24. 

Should 1941 legislature carry out 
mandate of overwhelming dry vic- 
tory in South Carolina’s recent liquor 
referendum, radio stations and news- 
papers stand to lose a lot of hard 
cash. Bulk of alcoholic beverage ad- 
vertising handled by stations in state 
is confined to beer, ale and wine, but 
many have large accounts. In refer- 


,endum, citizens voted by a majority 


of more than 50,000 to stop legal sale 
of alcoholic drinks. Ballot is not 
final word, since legislature must act, 
but assumption is political pressure 


Loretta Young from Hollywood of drys will cause a lot of careful 


series (DuPont) 


B.B.D.&O. is the agency. 


on the 


Building to be occupied by WOV | NBC-red (7:30-8 p.m.) Oct. 2 in ‘The | jiquor stores remain open and beer, 
at the Fifth avenue address already! Lost Colony.’ 


She'll play the part 
houses WQXR, another indie New) of Elinor Dare. 


its application for a 1,000-watt FM! will open the new Cavalcade of thinking when lawmakers meet in 
| January. 


Meanwhile, state’s hundreds of 
wine and ale are being sold across 


counters. Advertising in both news- 





minus contract cancellations. Re- 
newals may be another problem. 

Several hopeful factors enter into 
the picture. One is, alcoholic bev- 
erages poured $3,000,000 in taxes into 
state till last year, and on top of 
that legislators came home without 
whipping a $2,000,000 state deficit 
which Demon Rum might handle. 
Also, 22 counties had wet margins, 
while 24 wound up with dry ma- 
jorities, which may result in local 
option, since several lawmakers say 
they will vote according to home 
county majorities when they trek 
back to the capital. Another factor 
is that unemployment is still a state 
problem, and liquor stores, trucking 
and other branches of biz carry large 
payrolls. 





Buffalo.—A]1 Zink, Sr. named press 
agent at WEBR, where he’s drama 


papers and radio is being continued, , director. 








——— 
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out for the maneuvers in upstate 
New York—involving a substantial | 
Outlay for his military wardrobe. | 
After getting back to civilian life he | 
figured he had done his duty, but 
Soon was summoned to active serv- 
ice. Fortunately, Capt. Hittenmark 
was able to shuffle some of his as- 
Signments and, since he’s going on 
duty in the home town, still can do 





his tricks at the mike. 


portant markets 


KOKOMO, INDIANA 


2% hours from Cincinnati by train 


Population—1936 $2,448 
Retell Saies—1938 $12,778,000* 
Wholesale Sales—1998 $5,108,000° 
Per Cent of Nation's Buying Power 3ee* 
(Heward County) 
a Radio Homes—1938 (Heward County) 11,908 


sci, “Estimated by Seles Management 





It is to be expected that the Nation’s 
Station moves merchandise ’way over 
there in Indiana, for WLW is a regular 
listening habit in Kokomo just as it is in 
more than two-score other rich trading 
centers within its primary area. And what 
could be more natural than that whole- 
salers and retailers in all of these im- 
make the resulting 
preference for WLW-advertised brands 
their guide to greater sales? 


REPRESENTATIVES: 


NEW YORK —Transamerican 

Broadcasting and Television 

Corp., CHICAGO—WLW, 238 

North Michigan Avenue, SAN 

FRANCISCO — International 
Radic Sales. 


THE NATION'S 
won Wlerchantise-able 
STATION 
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30 Stations Okay Free Discs Of 





Some 30 stations have accepted on 
the cuff for broadcasting a series of 
13 quarter-hour transcriptions plug- 
which has 


ging ‘Life With Father,’ 
@ company on Broadway and two 
on the road. The discs deal with 


‘Famous American Fathers’ and the 
first one features Eddie Cantor in 
an interview with Howard Lindsay, 
co-author and lead in the Broadway 
version 

Ray Green, of the Kermit-Ray- 
mond Corp., produced the series. 





Life With Father’ Stage Tieup 


Compton, Forrest, Havrilla, 
Eliot Jacoby on Feenamint 


Cast for Feenamint’s ‘Double or 
Nothing’ show starting Suriday (29) 
over a WOR-Mutual hookup of about 
100 stations, includes Walter Comp- 
ton, m.c.; Frank Forrest, tenor; Alois 
Havrilla, announcer, and Eliot Ja- 
coby’s orchestra. Will originate at 
the Barbizon Plaza hotel, N.Y. 


Esty is the agency. 


Georgia Broadcasters 


Assn. Names Officers 


Macon, Ga., Sept. 24. 

K. Cargill, president of South- | 
eastern Broadcasting Co., WMAZ! 
operators, was named a director here | 
last week of the Georgia Assn. of| 
Broadcasters at its annual conven- 
tion. James Woodruff, Jr., manager | 
of the WRLB, Columbus, was named 
president; Ray Ringson, WRDW,) 
August, v.-p.; Margie Willis, WTOC, 
Savannah, secretary-treasurer, 
Other directors named were Jack | 
Williams, WAYX, Waycross, and| 
Leon Reinsch, WSB, Atlanta. Macon, 
was named as the next meeting place, | 


time to be selected. 











ERK RDS 


WNEW DELIVERS! 


6 powerful reasons why: | 


1. TWICE THE AUDIENCE of any other New York 
independent station. (Hooper-Holmes and other 
impartial surveys.) 2.,THs Nation’s BiGGest MARKET. 
(The 50-mile metropolitan trading area.) 3. ONE-THIRD 
THE Cost of any New York network station. 4. RADIO’s 
OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS, (‘Make Believe Ballroom” with 
Martin Block, “Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. And 
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| at Indianapolis and Kansas City has 


| nouncer at WOKO, Ralph Kanna has 
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F Payroll Traffic 
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Loulsville—E. I. Heaton out as 
station manager of WINN. D. E. 
‘Plug’ Kendrick has appointed R. E. 
Shireman, lately of WISN, Mil- 
waukee, as commercial manager, 
and G. F. Bauer, from WBNS, Co- 
lumbus, O., to the sales force. Mor- 
ris Hicks, formerly with Kendrick 


joined WINN in @ supervisory-pro- 
duction capacity. Chas. Schroeder, 
WGRC_ program director, trans- 
ferred to sales force, with Steve Cis- 
ler taking over program duties. L. 
C. Sweat added to WGRC sales staff, 
coming to the local station via 
WSIX, Nashville. Dave Wilbur, 
transferred from WGRC’'s announc- 
ing staff to traffic. Gene Edwards, 
local announcer, who opened WHUB, 
Cookeville, Tenn. as announcer- 
program director, joining WCBI, Co- 
lumbus, Miss., announcing _ staff. 
Robert Brooks added to announcing 
staff of WKRC, Cincinnati. Former- 
ly connected with WLAP, Lexington, 
and WHAS, Louisville, 





Detroit—Two new announcers are 
added to the staff’ at WWJ—Dave 
Zimmerman, formerly of NBC, Chi- 
cago, and Gordon Shaw, who was 
with WLW for three years, 





Pittsburgh — Gerald D. Coleman, 
chief engineer at the WPIT (West- 
inghouse short wave) transmitter in 
Saxonburg, has resigned to become 
chief engineer of AKPA, a new 
broadcasting station now under con- 
struction at New Kensington, Pa. 





Peoria, Ill. — Kenneth Patterson 
and Vernon Fulton have joined the 
staff of WMBD. 

Roanoke, Va. — Frederick Clayton 
Johnson, announcer, transferred 
from WLVA to WSLS. 








Great Falls, Mont.—Joseph B. Wil- 
kins, formerly commercial manager, | 
now manager of KFBB, succeeding | 
Mrs. Jessie Jacobson, resigned. 

Steubensville, O.—John Laux has | 
been named manager of WSTV, new 
250-watter which debuts sometime 
this fall. 

Little Rock, Ark.—Henry Orbach, 
formerly of KFEL, Denver, now 
with KARK as news editor and 
caster. Joseph Hogan, from WTMYV, 
East St. Louis, newcomer to KARK’s 
announcing staff. 





Poughkeepsie, N. Y.—Oscar H. 
Junggren, once of WGY’s news de- 
partment and later on Associated 
2ress staff in Albany, is now a 
writer for Poughkeepsie Star Enter- 
prise and handles newscasts from 
that daily’s station, WKIP, 

Victoria, B. C.—R. C. Willett has | 
been added to the announcing staff | 
of CFCT, Victoria. 

Albany.—Lyle Bosley, formerly of 
WMFF, Plattsburg, is a new an- 





switched to a New Haven station. 

Hartford.—Ed Anderson, formerly 
at WQDM, St. Albans, Vt., joined 
W1XSO, FM subsid of WTIC, as 
announcer, 

New London, Conn.—Helen Sutton, 
ex-WKAT, Miami Beach, Fla., 
women’s ed, heading femme fare at 











many others.) §. Locat ADvERTIsERs know WNEW | 
moves most goods— fastest. 6. Mort COMMERCIAL TIME is | 
bought on WNEW than on any 


other station in New Yorla ~ 


ms WNEW: 


NEW YORK 


SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY -24 


5000 WATTS BY DAY 
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1000 WATTS BY NIGHT 


/mer program director of 
| Elmira, N. Y., has been appointed | 
|night program supervisor and as- 


**ve@eaaeeeaetue 


WNLC, 

New Britain, Conn.—Ralph Kanna, 
who left New Haven’s WELI for 
Chase Brass Co., Waterbury, back to 
radio as program director of WNBC. 
Latter station also hired M. J. Har- 





| rison, exWLW, as time peddler. 


New York—O. Clinton Carpenter, 
Jr. formerly a copy writer with 
McCann Erickson, has joined the 
copy department of the Compton 
agency, 





Lincoln.—Toby Nevius, gag man 
and principal writer on several 
KFAB and KFOR comedy shows, left 
the Central States Broadcasting Co, 
(7) and headed for WLW, Cincy. 





New York—George R. Clapp, for- 
WENY, | 


sistant to Adolph Opfinger, program 
manager of WOR, New York, 
Detroit.—Don Sims, of the con- 
tinuity department of CKLW, leaves 
the Windsor, Ont., station on Oct. 1 
to... become | station ynanager . of | 


eee eavvrede 





WMSL, Decatur, Ala. He broke in 
via the singing route at Sault Ste. 
Maria, Ont., in 1934, and has serveg 
as control operator, announcer and 
salesman before hooking up as scrip. 
ter in 1938 with CKLW. 





Portland, Ore.—Edwin Anthony 
Brown, writer, has joined KGw. 
KEX staff. 





Salt Lake City—New woman com. 
mentator and ‘handy-home-hints’ ex. 
pert on KSL is Jean Shubach, aired 
under name of Linda Lee. 


Lincoln.—Don White, formerly 
WLW, Cincy, is now hill-billying at 
KFAB here, along with Girls of the 
Sunset Trail (Betty McKinney and 
Verda Estes). They came on to re- 
place Gus (Sindet) & Andy (Mar. 
tin), and Roy (McGeorge) & Lonnie 
(Robertson). 

Roy & Lonnie are now with 
KMOX, St. Louis, Mo., and ‘Pappy’ 
Jess Gadis, also KFAB alum, is now 
with KFNF, Shenandoah, Ia. 


THIS IS 
what you call: 


~TOIN 
PLAC 


1939, and before— 
WLOK 

100 watts, “dawn 
to dark” 

8, 1940— 
WLOK 
authorized to 

use 100 watts, 
unlimited time, 
28, 1940— | 
WLOK 


became an 
Associated NBC 
Station. 


AND NOW 
(FCC Authorization 


of Aug. 28, 1940) 


250 WATTS 
UNLIMITED 
TIME 


And there, Ladies and Gentlemen 
of the Great Order of Radio-Time 
Buyers, you have a real success 
story. By the time this message 
reaches you, WLOK’s new 250- 
watt transmitter will be in opera- 
tion, with increased facilities for 
reaching one of America’s richest 
markets, Join the “Get-In-Early 
Club” for the harvest of choicest 
times for programs, spots, chain- 
breaks and special features. 


WRITE 
OR WIRE 


WLO 


LIMA, OHIO 
Associated NBC Station 
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Blue Network Improvements Since June 1, 1940 


New Blue Florida Group Added 


WJHP Jacksonville WKAT Miami Beach 
WMFJ Daytona Beach WTMC Ocala 


Other Stations Added or Scheduled for Addition 


KOME Tulsa KXOK St. Louis 
WCBS Springfield, Ill. KFRU Columbia. Mo. 
WAKR Akron 


Completed Improvements 


WRNL, Richmond (1000 watts 880 kc.) was substituted for the pre- 
vious outlet, which operated at lower power on a less favorable 
frequency. 

WSGN, Birmingham. Increased its power to 250 watts. 

WBZ, Boston, began operation with new antenna and new trans- 
mitter on new site at Hull, Massachusetts, giving direct salt water 
coverage to the Boston market. 


Other Improvements Now Being Made 
KOB, Albuquerque. Increases power to 50,000 watts. 
Network excellent clear-channel coverage of 
New building, new transmitter, new antenna 
KERN, Bakersfield, California. Increases power 
1000 watts. New transmitter. 
WELL, Battle Creek. Increases power from 100 watts to 250 watts. 
WHK, Cleveland, Ohio. Increases night power to 5000 watts, and 
also installs directional antenna. 
WKAT, Miami Beach. Increases power from 250 watts to 1000 watts 
and changes frequency from 1500 to 1330 ke. New location, new 
transmitter. 
KFSD, San Diego. Increases power to 5000 watts. 
new site and new antenna. 
KSCJ, Sioux City. Increases night power to 5000 watts and installs 
directional antenna. 
WMAL, Washington. Increases power to 5000 watts. 
new transmitter, new directional antenna. 


Further Improvements for Which Authority 
Has Now Been Granted 


WBAL, Baltimore—To use 50,000 watts. 

WXYZ, Detroit—To use 5000 watts night. 

WFDF, Flint—To use 1000 watts and change frequency to 880 kc. 
KTMS, Santa Barbara—To use 1000 watts. 


giving Blue 
the Mountain area. 


from 100 watts to 


New transmitter, 


New location, 








ADVERTISERS 
DOV'T NEED 
A MILLION 


to do a national advertising job 
on the Blue Network! 








Why is the Blue a grand buy? Well, first, is its 
low cost. No other medium costs as little nation- 
ally. This is the result of the Blue Network Dis- 
count Plan, which enables your network to grow 
with your business. Second, the Blue's ‘“Money- 
Market” 


the country’s effective buying power is located. 


coverage— concentrated where 72° of 


Third, the well-known Blue bonuses—circulation 


increases at no increase in cost, made periodi- 


cally through station improvements. 


Yes—the Blue is the year’s best advertising buy! 
For less than $5,000* 
half-hour, it will show you that sales begin where 
the Blue begins. National Broadcasting Com- 


Service. 


for a nation-wide nighttime 


pany, a Radio Corporation of America 


“Time only, 


2 NBC BLUE UE NETWORK 
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PROGRAM TITLE PERIOD 


a 


KUBAK'S MEMO 


TO TRANIMELL 


After 90 Days of Opera- 


tion as Separate Setup, 


’ 


| 
| 


the NBC Blue Loop Is 


Hypoed 


Into Scrappy | 


Outfit— New Slogan Is | 
‘It’s Easy to Do Business | 


With the Blue’ 


STRESSING SHOWS 


Plans, progress and complete 
picture of the NBC Blue Net- 
work since its official separation 


from the Red some three mouths | 


ago were recently reported in a 
memorandum from Vice Presi- 


dent Edgar Kobak to Niles Tram- | 


mell, President of ‘the 
Broadcasting Co. Text of the re- 
port is as follows: 


‘(COPY OF MEMO) 


The Blue Network has been 
paddling its own canoe for some 
three months now and I think it 
time to make a comprehensive 
report of our activities since you 
established the Blue Network as 
an independent unit of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Company. 

I am particularly pleased with 
the effect on our own people. The 
Blue Network is no longer on the 


defensive and our own salesmen 
are the first to benefit by the 
change. With Keith Kiggins 
heading sales, assisted by Paul 
McCluer in Chicago, Tracy Moore 
in Hollywood, and with 18 able 


men selling the Blue exclusively, 
I'm confident that we're on the 
way to building up the finest sales 
force not only in radio, but in the 
entire advertising @eld. Our own 
men are enthusiastic about the 
set-up and so are outside station 
representatives, clients and their 


National | 


agencies, The typical comment is, 
“You should have done it long | 
ago.” 


New Assignments 

We're applying this man power 
in anew way. Whereas formerly 
One man contacted a whole 
agency, we're now assigning by 
account rather than by agency. 
In other words, given a specific 
account our salesman will contact 
the client and those agencies with 
which he does business, thereby 
getting a better picture of the ac- 
count as a whole and in- 
creasing our opportunities to be 
of service. 

New Clients 


Now where are we _ going? 
What is our market? Right now 
we're pretty well fixed with vet- 
eran radio sponsors and we ex- 
pect to get others, but we're look- 
ing to the prospect who has never 


also 


| been on the air as our richest 
source of future development. 
We believe that the station ef- 
fectiveness of the “Blue” plus the 
constructive work we're doing in 
| building programs makes the 
| Blue Network a particularly suit- 
| able choice for the growing busi- 
; ne ready for first radio ven- 
ture. 
New Stations 

Although we've always been an 

| exceptionally good radio bargain 
| we're taking steps to make the 
Blue a better buy than ever. To 
that end we've added numerous 
| stations to round out our cover- 
| age and allow advertisers still 

greater flexibility. 
New Programs 

But it’s in the field of program- 
ming that we're going to make 
our greatest strides. Nobody’s 
going to have an advantage on 





us chere. 
ing no bones about our: attitude 
towards new shows on the Blue. 
We're telling clients frankly that 
just being on the air today is no 


First of all, we're mak- | 





NEW ACCOUNTS 
Lever Bros. (Spry)....... ‘ 

Bee” 
Ohio Oil Company....... 


ACCOUNTS LOST 

(Since June 1) 

Gordon Baking 

Brown & Williamson.... 

Westinghouse 

Canada Dry... 
(Last program Nov. 

RENEWALS 

Welch 


“Musical 


Colgate-Palmolive-Pect .. Bill 
Anacin Co. ...5.. 


PU FI ic ove os o00 


a eee err ee “Mr. 
Procter & Gamble 

(Chipso) 
Procter & Gamble 


(Crisco) 


Procter & Gamble 
(Ivory Flakes). 


Adam Hat Stores, Inc.. 
Air 
ing Corp... 


Conditioning Train- 
Music 


Midway Chemical Co... 
Cal-Aspirin Corp......... 


H. sipvicnsil Chemic al 


Co 


Ralston-Purina Co 


Sun Oil Co 





Young's 


Marlin” 
Procter & Gamble 
(Camay ) ‘Pepper 
Family” 


“Amanda 
moon Hill” 


Emerson Drug Company..Ben Bernie 
‘Uncle Jim’s Question 
“Title Tales” 

Harold Clapp Baby Food.“Mother O’Mine” 


Knapp-Monarch Co....... “Ahead of the Head- 

DS ein ks wan ern ee Sun., 11:45-12 noon. 
Dr. Earl S. Sloan, Inc..... “Gangbusters” ....... Fri., 9-9:30 P.M. 
Canadian Railways....... “Canadian Holiday”’...Thurs., 8-8:30 P.M. 
Modern Food Process.... . “Olivio Santoro’’...... Sun., 5:15-5:30 P.M. 
Miles Laboratories....... “Quiz Kids’’...... .. Wed., 8-8:30 P.M. 
Better Speech Institute. - “Speak Up America”’..Sun., 7:30-8 P.M. 
Nash-Kelvinator ........ “Nash News Reporter’ *.Mon.-Sat., 9:30-9:35 P.M. 
Charles Gulden, Inc..... PEE. op 6.0 rans 00%e09 Tues. & Thurs., 

6:30-6:45 P.M. 

Lewis-Howe Company... “Fame and Fortune”..Thurs., 9-9:30 P.M. 
Grove Laboratories...... “Sherlock Holmes”....Sun., 8: 30-9 P.M. 
Standard F-ands, Inc.... “I Love a Mystery”...Mon., 8-8:30 P.M. 
United States of Brazil.. Pearson and Allen....Sun., 7-7:15 P.M 


“One of the Finest” 


“Plantation Party” 
Americana” 
“Information Please’’. 


“Dear John” ; 
oe Walter Winchell. 

Andrew ped nach BD. risavtear Parker Family.-.... 
Stern 
“Easy Aces” 


“Just Plain Bill” 


Keen, Tracer of 
Lost Persons” 


“Painted Dreams”. 


“Vie & Sade” 


“The Story 


Reynolds Tobacco “Luncheon at the 
Waldorf” Sat., 1:30-2 P.M. 
A. S. Boyle “John’s Other Wife”’.. Mon., Tues., Wed., 
3:30-3:45 P.M. 
J. B. Williams “True or False” Mon., 8:30-9 P.M. 


Advertisers Continuing Under Current Contracts 


PROGRAM TITLE 
. Madison Square Gar- 
den Boxing Bouts... 


erry Sidney Walton's 


“Just Plain Bill” 
“Amanda 


moon Hill’..........Fri., 3:15-3:30 P.M. 
Tremiges TOSS. 16. cscc sds “Good Will Hour”.... Sun., 10-11 P. M 
Lewis-Howe Co.. ; “Pot o' Gold” . Thurs., 8:30-9 P.M, 
Modern Food Process Co..Moylan Sisters........ Sun., 5-5:15 P. M. 
Pacific Coast Borax Co.. Death Valley Days....Fri., 8:30-9 P.M. 
Chas. 


..Tom Mix Ralston 
Straight 
. Lowell Thomas.. 


ee Tues., 8-8:30 P.M. 
8.30-9 P.M. 
a ideas bio ‘Fri., 10:30-11 P.M. 


eee Mon.-Fri., 4-4:15 P.M. 


. Tues. & Thurs., 
7:30-8 P.M. 
..Fri., 9-9:30 P.M 
.Tues., 9-9:30 P.M. 
. Tues., 8:30-9 P.M. 


...Sun., 9:30-9:45 P.M. 
...-.Sun,, 9-9:15 P.M. 
.Sun., 9:15-9:30 P.M. 
..Sun., 9:45-10 P.M. 

. Tues., Wed., Thurs., 

7-7:15 P.M. 
satiate a Mon., Tues., 
3:45-4 P.M. 


Wed., 


SAE a: Tues., Wed., Thurs., 
7:15-7:30 P.M. 
..Mon.-Fri., 10-10:15 A.M. 


. Mon.-Fvi., 
10:15-10:30 A.M. 


of Mary 


Mon.-Fri., 
10:30-106745 A.M. 


_Mon.-Fri., 
10:45-11 A.M, 


PERIOD 


i ees.. 
Thurs., 


10-10:15 A.M. 
Fri., 3:45-4 P.M. 


of Honey- 


of Honey- 
..Mon.-Thurs., 
3:15-3:30 P.M. 
Mon.-Fri., 5:45-6 P.M. 
Shooters... 


Mon.-Fri., 6:45-7 P.M. 











R. L. Watkins Co “Orphans of Divorce’. Mon.-Fri., 3-3:15 P.M. 
Wyeth Chemical Co “John’s Other Wife’’.. Thurs., Fri., 

3:30-3:45 P.M. 
longer enough, that we're not | vertiser whenever his case 80 
merely interested in selling time, merits. 
but in seeing that such time is That is why we changed the 


filled with nothing but high-class 
entertainment. It is as much to 
advertisers’ interest as to our 
own to see that every program 
on the Blue Network is a poten- 


tial “best seller.” 

Likewise, when it comes to 
building our own shows, we're 
going to ‘practice what we 
preach.’ Our contribution in that 
field yoing to consist of bigger 
and better staining programs, 
new types of shows, and contin- 
ual ret ae gs mn to raise the 
tandard of network entertain- 
ment You remember, of course, 
that ‘Information, Please,’ began 
as a sustainer on the Blue. Well, 
that’s the calibre of entertain- 


ment we're aiming at in all fields. 
And, right now, with sustaining 
programs ranging all the way 
from Toscanini and Metropolitan 
Opera to the Chamber Music So- 
ciety of Lower Basin Street we'd 
say we're heading in the right di- 
rection. 
More Cooperation 


In the past we have perhaps 
leaned backward to say ‘no’ to 
advertisers. Now, we intend to 
make cooperation the watchword 
of the Blue. We don’t intend to 
violate sound business principles 
to achieve this end, but we are 
going to make our policies elastic 
enough to cooperate with the ad- 


| 


Blue policy in regard to laxatives. 
Such advertisers who were on 
the air before the ban went into 
effect and therefore stayed on the 
air have proved by now that they 
can give the public a good pro- 
gram, presented in good taste. 
And we felt that we were dis- 
criminating against other poten- 
tial Blue advertisers in denying 
them equal opportunity. So we 
removed the ban as a flat edict. 
But the burden of proof still rests 
with the advertiser himself. Be- 
fore he signs a contract he must 
convince us that his program ful- 
Gill entertainn.ent 


fills our require- 
ments and that his commercials 
are beyond reproach. To sum it 


up, we have an open mind, and 
we shall keep it open for all 
clients. What we’ll do for one— 
we'll do for everyone, and for 
public service. 

Look at the Record 


Now for a few vital statistics 
that speak for themselves. Our 
dollar volume for the months of 
June, July and August was 17% 
above the same period in 1939. 
We've gained 16 new accounts, 
lost four, renewed 14. I think 
the figures above show that we're 
really going places and that our 
slogan, ‘Better Buy Blue’ means 
more today than ever before, 

(Signed) Ed Kobak. 
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| Inside Stufi—Radio 


Quaker Oats and the Chicago office of Ruthrauff & Ryan are reported 
to be in a quandary about going through with their commitments on a 
program tagged ‘The Wishing Well’. Account has the Sunday 5:30-6 p.m. 
period on the NBC-red under contract, starting Oct. 27, 
ing the hesitation about ‘Wishing Well’ is the possibility of legal compli- 
cations. Several programs like it have been offered around ad agencies. 
Also with the same title. ; 

Program’s theme deals with the fulfilling of the wishes of obscure 
persons. For instance, some sales clerk in Peoria whose big wish has 
always been to enter a swanky New York nitery in an ermine coat would 
have that dream fulfilled, with all the trimmings, and on the next pro- 
gram she would be there to tell about her reactions. 











WNYC, the municipally-owned New York City station, is figured to have | 
turned out an unusual number of recruits to the networks. Among those | 
employed either as broadcasters or station personnel on CBS, NBC and | 
Mutual, and formerly at WNYC, are Ted Cott, announcer and dramatic | 
director whose ‘So You Think You Know Music’ has been on CBS for about 
a year; Charlotte Manson, from WNYC’s Radio Playhouse, now on several 
network commercials series; Anthony Marvin, WNYC announcer and now | 
ditto at CBS; Eugene McNulty, singer and production man at the are | 
pal station and now known as Dennis Day on the Jack Benny program; 
Russ Johns, production man and announcer now with John Ss. Young's | 
radio staff at the World’s Fair; Dick Pack, continuity and publicity at) 


and what is caus- | 


Though Spencer has been active on program production for over 10, 
' years his traveling assignment does not include any coaching on mike 
technique. 


| Stanley Hubbard, of KSTP. Hubbard, it is understood, has been trying 


i . Kornblum, AFRA’s attorney and executive secretary, advised the 
| ab a the bite would have been only 15% of the covers if AFRA 
| had been advised of the promotion, Turnout was only fair and many of 

the advertised names failed to show. It is not likely that the special night 
| will be continued unless a better bargain can be struck with AFRA,. 





J. Walter Thompson agency has a member of its radio department staff 
traveling with Wendell Willkie, Republican presidential candidate, to take 
care of any radio facilities that Willkie may require. The touring contact 
for Thompson is H. K. Spencer. Latter communicates with his New York 


Coca-Cola Cites Radio 
Audience of Its Shows 
In Suit Versus Nehi 


Wilmington, Del., Sept. 24. 
Approximately 327,630,000 listen. 








office and the orders are relayed from that point to the networks. 





ers heard the Coca-Cola Company's 
radio programs in 1939, Price Gil. 
bert, Jr., vicepresident and adver. 





William B. Gellatly’s quest for partners in his Radio Advertising Corp. | 
is the subject of much buzzing in the trade. Among those named as pos- | 
sible backers of this station representation-program building venture is | 


to induce the operators of other midwest stations to come in with him on 
the proposition. Gallatly last week brought in C. Otis Rawalt as manager 
of his program division. Rawalt used to be with NBC’s recording depart- 
ment. 








The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation’s appeal against being assessed | 
for taxation by the town of Watrous, Sask., was heard recently before the 
Saskatchewan Assessment Commission. the CBC asking that the case be 
withdrawn but the commissioners ruling otherwise and dismissing the 
appeal. Technically, the difference in such action therefore leaves the 
assessment by the town standing, and therefore the way open to continue | 


tising manager, testified in Coca. 
Cola’s suit to restrain the Nehi Corp. 
of Columbus, Ga., from using the 
word cola in advertising. The suit, 
which opened Monday in U. S. Dis- 
trict Court, is expected to continue 
for several weeks. 


Coca-Cola, contending it spent 
$102,751,657.30 in advertising be- 
tween 1892 and the end of 1939, 
charges Nehi with attempting to 
profit on the Coca-Cola trademark 
and reputation. Nehi, on the other 
hand, claims Coca-Cola with trying 
to create a monopoly in the cola 


WNYC and now on the publicity staff at WOR. Joe Hasel and Nat Berlin, | endeavoring to collect the taxes against the CBC properties at Watrous. | field. 


now at WNEW, are also former WNYC-ers. 





Columbia will make some construction changes to the rehearsal studios 
in its new annex on East 52d street, N. Y. Work is the result of numerous | 
complaints from neighbors, several of whom are newspaper men who do| 
their sleeping during the daytime. When built, the regular studios were | 
supposed to be the ultimate in accoustics, an innovation being a system of | 
adjustable panels to deaden or heighten sound. Idea hasn’t been as success- 
ful as anticipated, however. 

By way of added headaches from its neighbors, CBS also was the object 
of complaints to the police by a nearby resident. Lyn Murray, one of the 
network’s musical staff, worked on a composition until early morning re- 
cently, until police acting on neighbor complaints ordered the ‘noise’ be 
stopped. 





Columbia’s field press agent, George Crandall, is currently on a schedule 
to make 25 towns within 26 days. Crandall has the unique job of selling 
newspaper managing editors on the idea of using some sort of network 
publicity service, even if there is a local newspaper pact against having 
anything to do with radio. His job also entails working up interest among 
newspapers in CBS’ new seasonal !ine of shows. He carries with him the 
title of assistant director of publicity. 

Crandall has to date made 75 towns with CBS affiliated stations. His 
assignment includes hypoing the press agents for these stations into put- 
ting more effort behind their ballyhoo for CBS programs. Crandall for- 
merly made the rounds in behalf of Columbia’s N. Y. Philharmonic sym- 
phony broadcasts. 








When that happens, it was surmised, the CBC would then fight the case. 





Divergence of opinion on what constitutes his best selling point for radio | 


showcasing temporarily halted audition of the Charles Boyer show last) 
week at NBC. Wayne Griffin, producer for Batten, Barton, Durstine & 

Osborne, insisted that he forget about dramatics and adopt a free-and-easy 

-emceeing style. French actor demurred, demanding a fat dramatic spot. | 
Griffin called the whole thing off and started shopping around {or another | 
emcee when Boyer cooled and said he would do it Griffin’s way when he | 
returns from New York in a couple of weeks. 





NBC is using what sounds like a new signoff on some sustaining pro- 
grams. It is: ‘This has been a presentation of the National Broadcasting 
Company and independent radio stations associated with the NBC net- 
work.’ Such a tabbing was heard, for instance, at conclusion of University 
of Chicago Round Table over the red band Sunday (15). Employed, too, | 
at end of Elsie Mae Gordon's ‘Your Voice and You’ half-hour via the blue 
band. 





In response to a letter from Forjoe & Co., station reps, asking for rates 
on a 15-minute political transcription from the Socialist Party, stations 





| last week had their own reps inquire into the actual source of this busi- | 


ness. Inquiry disclosed that the recordings were being handled by the 
Henry Finkle agency, whose address was the same as Audioscriptions, Inc. | 
The period sought is any time between 7:30 and 9 p. m. Sunday, Oct. 20. | 


Louella Parsons drew down $3,000 and round trip expenses for herself | 





The suit has created widespread 
interest as other companies are using 
cola in radio and newspaper adver- 
tising of products. 


SAN ANTON’ RADIO MEN 
CALLED BY MILITARY 


San Antonio, Sept. 24. 

National Defense has taken two 
members of local radio row. They 
are Jimmy Dupree of KTSA and 
Horace Shelton of KMAC, 

Dupree, for the past 10 years chief 
transmitter engineer for KTSA, or- 
dered to Hamilton Field, California, 
for service in the 319 Signal Corps. 
On his leaving the station he was 
presented with a saber inscribed 
with ‘KTSA Salutes You,’ and now 
its Lieutenant Dupree. 

Shelton was announcer for KMAC 








WOR, New York, officials swear that this is no pipe dream. Seems that | and daughter, Harriet, for her appearance Friday night on the Kate Smith | and has also been ordered to report 


a Newark studio rehearsal by Benny Krueger’s orchestra for the show | 
‘Topics and Tunes’ was halted several times by police calls coming through | 
into.the control room. Engineers on the job couldn’t figure out where it 
was coming from until one went into the studio, where the band was} 
playing, to investigate. He found that an electric guitar being played by | 
one of the men was acting as a radio receiver, picking up the calls ema- 
nating from the police transmitter WQIE only a block away. | 

That’s not quite as bad as the one couple of years ago, when a guy used 
to pick up WOR’s signal via the filling of his teeth and walked around 
Newark telling skeptics just what the station was broadcasting, without 
being near a conventional receiver. 

Peddling of tickets to broadcasts of network commercial programs held 
from studio theatres in the Times Square area is beginning to wear on 
the cops patroiing the district. Most of the vendors are youths in ‘their 
teens and the police have so far been disinclined to make any arrests, pre- 
ferring to break up the curb pitches with orders to scram. Prices asked 


| without a time limit. 
| Bingman, news is broadcast and discs spun until the entire batch is ex- 


season inaugural, in which ‘Brigham Young’ was spotted for the dramatic 
highlight. 20th-Fox footed the payoff. ‘Brigham’ was the first of a series | 
of dramatic inserts on the Kate Smith show, a continuance of last season’s 
arrangement with 20th. 

‘This Moving World,’ news and commentary program on NBC's Coast | 
blue web, has the unique distinction of being the only show thereabouts 
Airing six nights a week under direction of Franklin | 


| hausted, whether it requires 15 minutes or 50 minutes. 





Rate which Nash will pay for the five-minute news strip with John B. | 
| Kennedy on the NBC-blue at 9:30 p.m., starting Sept. 30, is 20% of the 
' network’s hour rate. The rate for the 25-minute periods subsequent to 
| these news broadcasts is 50% of the hour rate. 





| ville, Kas. Wendel Willkie roomed at her parents’ home when he was 


in California. 





OMAHA’S BIG FOOD SHOW 


Under WOW’s Management—Todd, 
Verrill, Peabody, Rector Set 
Omaha, Sept. 24 

Most ambitious show in the long 

strifig of annual food shows will start 

Sept. 30 for a week at the local 

| municipal auditorium sponsored by 


| merchants and handled this year by 





Louise Florea, NBC soloist, sang on Willkie program Monday at Coffey- | ane gee en So 


trying for names and big radio stuff, 
WOW has set a heavy week starting 


depend on the ticket demand for the program and the nearness of broad-| Mi&h school teacher in Coffeyville and she was small child. 


cast time. It’s the quiz programs that inspire the highest quotations, be- | ~ 
cause the buyer has a chance of being selected for a mike appearance and | 
coin prizes. Among the shows that get a big play from the kid ‘scalpers’ | 
is Wahl Pen’s ‘Take It or Leave It’ broadcast at CBS’ 45th Playhouse. Top | 
price asked on the sidewalk for tickets to this event is 75c. 


LW, CINCY, RENEWING | 


| Monday with Captain Barney’s Ava- 
|lon cigarette ‘Showboat’ with Beulah 


FITZPATRICK’S ASSURANCES and Bill, Dick Todd and the rest of 


aggregation. Virginia Verrill, 





Reason Bing Crosby did not make the ballyhooed appearance on the 
NBC-blue Thursday, Sept. 12, with Lawson Little was because of a protest 
put in by John U. Reber, of the J. Walter Thompson agency. Crosby and 
Little were to chin about National Amateur tournament that the singer had 
participated in that day at Wing Foot Golf Club, Mamaroneck, N. Y. This 
broadcast was set for 9:30. Reber called NBC that afternoon and wanted to 
know whether it had forgotten that Crosby’s regular sponsor, Kraft Cheese, 
had a program on at the same time over the NBC-red. Reber added that 
Crosby’s sustaining date would be an outright case of competition with 
his own sponsor. The sustaining event was called off, but no mention of 
the cancellation was made over the air at 9:30 that night. 

Use of free talent to promote a regular weekly Radio Night for a Coast 
nitery proved an expensive undertaking on the first out when American 
Federation of Radio Artists stepped in and collected 15% cut of the night’s 
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| Cincinnatl, Sept. 24. | 
As for the past several seasons, 
| WLW will again do its own direct 
| airing of important midwest college a ar ; ssl 
| football games. Schedule covers nine | agg ber = rent wal Bae rages 
Saturday afternoons, starting Sept. |?°0° waiting for them when their} 
Brogentge Pie ok only tilt as vet i military service is ended. There are | 
onedad Dick Sear whe teendsest 154 persons on the studio payroll, 
| most of the station’s pigskin clashes with a majority of them falling with- | 
| last year, will do the miking. He yg ny f th teff ar 
| will be accompanied by David Con-| yy. vectve lit ad cnee ety a | 
j|lon, remote-control engineer. Bray, es yeh ist and expecting call at | 
33, is the youngest official in the | 7” F 
| Big Ten Conference and one of the | 


Leo J. Fitzpatrick, executive vice- 
president and general manager of 
WJR, notified employees that all men 





William D. Pabst, of KFRC, San| 


Detroit, Sept, 24. | day is 


DIRECT GRID AIRINGS 4" ©ate2 ter mutuary Duty to Get TD 2ttzcuione which, will, include 


band. The attraction Tues- 
scheduled as food expert 
George Rector who will conduct an 
all-gas cooking school and on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
Ralph Edwards brings his “Truth Or 
Consequences’ quiz show sponsored 
on the air by Ivory Soap. 

A late booking, and one of the 
most important will be the Saturday 
night closing bill which will include 
not only Edwards and his quiz, but 
the slamming of the WLS barn 
dance on top of it all, with Eddie 


a local 


| Peabody and his banjo. 











: ; : Shows doing national hookups will 
few men refereeing in major col- te erie bas > aie 
llege football and basketball. Dur- Francisco, visiting New York. put them on from the local stage. - 
ing the baseball season he teams 
with Roger Baker in broadcasting 


the Reds’ games. 

| WLW’s football schedule includes 
|four Notre Dame contests: Georgia 
| Tech, Carnegie Tech and Iowa, at 
South Bend, Ind., and Northwestern 
at Evanston, Ill. Also the Texas- 
Indiana game at Bl6omington, Ind., 
Wisconsin-Purdue at Layfayette, 
Ind., Alabama-Kentucky at Lexing- 
Ky., and Kentucky-Georgia 
Tech at Louisville, Ky. 


Reggie Martin G. M. | 
Of New WINX, Wash.’ 


Washington, Sept. 17. | 

Reggie Martin, formerly general 
manager of WJNO, West Palm 
Beach, has been appointed g.m. of | 
WINX, new station which is slated | 
to begin operation here about Oct. 1. | 
Lawrence J. Heller is owner. 

Before being associated with the 
West. Palm Beach station, Martin | 
was with WSBT, South Bend; WIRE, | 
Indianapolis; the Iowa network, and | 











KFAB-KFOR, Lincoln, Neb. | 
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Hysteria 


Continued from page 25___ 
; values. The hope is sim- 
Sart somehow there will be a 
d nition that discretion and the 
he last war will be un- 
d. In the name of govern- 
ot policy, or immediate aims, 
propaganda must not hornswoggle, 
dazzle or artfully mislead the peo- 
le. Because the people will find 
out afterward and the reaction will 
be worse for the country and for 
democracy than any present danger 
to democracy. 
Memorandum 

The above is naturally only a 
rough Variery translation, applied to 
the interests of radio, pictures and 
legit and song publishing, of a dis- 
cussion that was conducted more or 
Jess up in the clouds of professional 
patios. The memorandum of convic- 
tion which was signed tells the story 
in the group’s own words: 

America is now rearming. Our 
factories are manufacturing im- 
plements of war and, within a few 
months, hundreds of thousands of 
men will be called to the colors— 
not to make war, but to prepare 
the defense of America and of the 
American way of life. 

These military measures are of 
vital] importance. Morale is of at 
least equal importance. 

A low morale undermines resist- 
ance, destroys efficiency, provokes 
dissension and prepares for panic 
and collapse; a high morale re- 
leases and multiplies human ener- 
gies, creates a power of endurance, 
a spirit of hopefulness and a ca- 
pacity for united effort. 

If morale is to consist of some- 
thing more than a state of emo- 
tional intoxication, it must rest 
upon a basis of sober conviction, 
Americans must realize that ‘their 
America is worthy of every per- 
sonal sacrifice. American morale 
must spring from a Jové not mere- 
ly of soil and home, but of those 
values of life to the realization of 
which America is dedicated; it 
must be founded on a revitalized 
adherence to those principles of 
liberty, equality and respect for 
dignity of the human person on 
which its institutions were origi- 
nally founded. 

A sound American morale can- 
not be built om a mere defense of 
traditional American rights, or on 
heresy hunting, a suppression of 
dissent or on the hatred of a com- 
mon enemy. It must rest upon a 
positive program. Such a program 
must conceive democracy in terms 
of increasing satisfaction of the 
needs of all our citizens. The 
building of American morale re- 
quires the systematic extension of 
economic and psychological secur- 
ity, and of mass participation in 
the formation of public policy. It 
requires the assurance that all the 
people shall enjoy the right to 
work and to grow, which is the 
basic promise of demccracy. 

Many groups and agencies are 
aware of this problem and are al- 
ready contributing to its solution. 
But they are in need of a more 
comprehensive, systematic and 
unified endeavor, 

The achievement of a _ high 
morale, like military preparation, 
takes time. It is imperative that 
this preparation begin at once. 
But to achieve a sound American 
morale is to do more than meet a 
temporary emergency. It is to 
lay the foundation of a vigorous 
and developing national life for 
the years to come. 

The group included: 

Edward L. Bernays, chairman. 

Gordon W, Allport, professor psychology, 
arvard, 

Lyman Bryson, professor adult education, 
Teachers College. 

Merle Crowell. 

Carl J. Friedrich, professor politics, Har- 
Vard, 

Sanford Griffith. 
Thomas W. Huntington. 





recog 
lessons of t 


D. Jackson resid Council fo 
Democracy, » president, Council for 
Foster Kennedy, president, American 
Neurological] Assn. 

Robert Ss, Lynd, professor sociology, Co- 


lwmbia University. 
alph Bart erry ssor philosophy 
Harvard, on Perry, professor philosophy, 
ouston Peterson. 
- Arthur Upham Pope 
Floyd Ruch. sie 
ymond Gre ri 4 ‘ C 
or Democracy. Swing, chalrman, Council 
Robert M. Yerkes, Yale University. 
tion Wrence Frank, Josiah Macy Founda- 
neen Grover, director Public Relations, 


Glay Morgan. 
,wames R. Ange i = , 
University, ngell, president emeritus, Yale 








COWLES MEN TRAVEL 
Des Moines, Sept. 24. 
P on Enns, national sales manager 
the Cowles’ radio stations, Des 
ines, is in New York on business. 
— Hill, vicepresident, and 
& Lawrence, commercial man- 
er, KSO-KRNT, attended the Mu- 


tual meetin in Chica 
8 held in Chicago 
Sept, 19, 





James Moore to Manage 
New Roanoke Station 


Lynchburg, Va., Sept. 24. 
New station will be opened at 
Roanoke, Va., about Oct. 1, as part 
of the tri-city hookup. Others are 
WLVA, Lynchburg, and WBTM, 
Danville, Va. Construction author- 
ity was granted the Roanoke Broad- 
casting Corp. by the FCC recently. 
Studio and transmitter will be in 
the ~Shenandoah Life 
building. 

signed. 
James N. Moore, assistant man- 
ager of WLVA, will be resident 
manager of the new 250-watt sta- 
tion. Philip Allen, of Lynchburg, 


will be general manager of all three 
stations, with headquarters here. 


Insurance 
Call letters not yet as- 


ident of the new corporation; Ed- 


ward A. Allen, Lynchburg, is vice- | 
president; Henry E. Thomas, Roan- | 


oke, secretary, 
treasurer. 
Application for the license was 
unopposed by Roanoke interests. 


and Philip Allen, 


Only other station located there is | 


filiate. 


G.O.P. Spots Up 





J. Walter Thompson agency 
last week started to place its Re- 
publican spot business. Con- 
tracts call for 192 spots, of which 
six are five-minute recordings 
and the remainder one-minute 
announcements, Starting date is 
Sept. 30. 

Business will likely go to over 
150 outlets. 





One ‘Missing Biz’ Item, Dept. Stores, 
Turns Up Four-Fold on WSAI, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Sept. 24. 

Department stores here have sud- | Who lately joined the Crosley staff. 
denly gone in for radio advertising. | She is discussing each department of 
'Thus far this month WSAI has start- | the store in rotation, describing items 














McKnight Gets ‘Blondie’ 


ed programs for four of the biggies | 2nd giving helpful hints on dress and 
|in this field. It's a job Dewey Long | household furnishings. 
|has been trying to accomplish since |__Pogue’s, class shop, bought Marsha 


two years ago, when he came up| Wheeler, vet local miker, for a Home 
When Scott Moves from the south to manage the |0n the Air stanza, Monday through 


Hollywood, Sept. 17. 


Crosley station. | Saturday, 10:30 to 11 a.m., commenc- 


| Mablew & Carew started off Sept. jing Sept. 16. After time change the 


After 65 weeks of writing and'4 for opening of its remodeled | Po8ue strip moves up a half hour. 


| producing ‘Blondie’ for Camels, Ash-| fourth floor. 


Elizabeth. Bemis, staf- Harold Walker and George Moore 


|mead Scott is pulling stakes Sept. 23 fer, made her way through hun- | worked with Long in lining up this 


| east. 


‘Blondie’ passes to 


| written in the 
| Green. 





now sales executive. 


: Tom Mc-!night of Sept. 9 to blurb inspection 
Knight, who last season directed | of a $500,000 improvement to its es- | 
| ‘Sherlock Holmes.’ Program will be tablishment. Josef Cherniavsky’s or- 


Salt Lake City.—Ralph Hardy,’ teed off last week with a series of | 
WDBJ, newspaper-owned CBS af- | formerly continuity head for KSL Tuesday, 


|to take over production of ancther dreds of visitors with a traveling |°!* 


Paul C. Buford, of Roanoke, is pres- program, now being framed in the! mike for interviews. 





Rollman’s took two half-hour shots 


Nora Sterling’s Scripts 


Nora Sterling has placed two 


|scripts with the Young & Rubicam 


east by Johnny chestra and Paul Jones, m.c., pro-|agency for its Energine-sponsored 


vided the entertainment. | ‘Midnight in Manhattan’ series on 

Alms & Doepke, conservative store, | NBC. First buy of kind by program. 
Scripts, for half hour broadcasting, 
Thursday and Saturday are ‘To the Uttermost Farthing’ and 
'9:45 to 10 a.m. programs featuring | ‘Money to Throw Away.’ 








It’s NOT feasible 


you're selling it. 
But that’s not all! 


Every neck someone’s soap scrubs is 
attached to a potential buyer of hundreds 


of other articles... and if 


bers, there are 6,573,277 of those necks 
in “America’s Money Belt.’ 
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CEoag RAPIOS 
WaTeRLoo 


..« but it’s a Jot of 
soap! And it’s a clean profit for you if 
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WILL YOU SELL IT 


Money Belt.” 


you like num- 


DES MOINES 
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There's just one way to pro 
these folks in the “Money Belt” and tell 
them about yowr products. Use the Cowles 
Stations—the “four-way voice of she 


Ce me 


* There are now 20.630 soa 


“America’s Money Belt’ and Business con- 
ditions are better than ever, 


*W 
Wat hn 
| Afiiated : THE REGISTER AND TRIBUNE, Des Moines. lowe | 
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WHICH OF THESE 
DO YOU SELL? 


tly reach 


_ Annual Retail Sales 
in “America’s Money Belt” 


AB DUO sivisecece $ 39,197,765.40 


oudets in Canned Fish ..isécee 10,188,579.30 


All Cereals ....ee00+ 21,396,016.64 
Canned Milk ....... 27,370,565.09 
Wee 46 84 cae cecees 185,643,789.87 
aa re coccesve 64,455,291.52 
Shortenings ........ » 31,209,919.20 


(Vegetable and salad oils — 
lard not included) 


All Perfumes, Cosmetics 


All Canned Fruit 
and Vegetables.,... 


Tobacco 


17,215,412.46 


47,731,971.20 
85,649,799.31 





Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY 
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Radio’s Easiest Quiz 


(Even A Radio Man Can Answer It) 


WHAT NATIONAL NETWORK IS FAST BE- 
COMING TALKED ABOUT IN THE TRADE AS 
A LABORATORY WHERE PROSPECTIVE RA- 
DIO ADVERTISERS GET THE BENEFITS OF 
PRE-TESTED PROGRAM IDEAS; THE PRO- 
GRESSIVE RADIO NETWORK WHICH IS 
BUILDING THE KIND OF SHOWS THAT 
BUILD READY-MADE AUDIENCES FOR 
ADVERTISERS? é 


* 


WHAT COAST-TO-COAST RADIO NET- 
WORK HAS QUIETLY BECOME THE NA- 
TION’S LEADING PUBLIC SERVICE NET- 
WORK? 








(With outstanding institutional programs 
devoted to music, drama, 
poetry, discussion, 
and news—such as Arturo Toscanini, 


opera, art, 
education, religion 


Metropolitan Opera, Music Appreciation 
Hour, Radio Forum, Great Plays, Farm & 
* Home Hour, Town Hall, National Ves- 
pers, 
many others.) 


world-wide news bulletins and 


* 


WHAT NATIONAL RADIO NETWORK HAS 
DEVELOPED THE TESTED, “PACKAGED” 
TYPE OF PROGRAM, COMPLETE IN EVERY 
DETAIL, READY FOR AN ADVERTISER TO 
STEP IN AND TAKE OVER A KNOWN SHOW 
COMMANDING AN ESTABLISHED AUDI- 
ENCE THE FIRST TIME HE GOES ON 
THE AIR? 


Serene ee 





(Such popular, “packaged” programs 
now ripe and ready for alert advertisers 
are Song of Your Life, Behind the Mike, 
Lower Basin Street Chamber Music, The 
Bishop and the Gargoyle, Renfrew of the 
Mounted, The Wife Saver, The Revuers. 
Linda Dale, Melody in the Night, Bud 
Barton.) 


* 


WHAT COAST-TO-COAST NETWORK IS 
STILL THE MOST ECONOMICAL “BUY” IN 
RADIO FOR THE BUDGET-CONSCIOUS AD- 
VERTISER WHO WISHES HE COULD GO 
COAST-TO-COAST IN A BIG WAY AT 
LOW COST? 





FOR FURTHER DETAILS, CONSULT THE 





RADIO SECTION OF VARIETY~ NEXT 





WEEK, OR CALL CIRCLE 7-8300 (EXTEN- 





SIONS 795 OR 608) NOW! 
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Foo ooos 


John G. Paine - - - 


| 
we had in our Accounting Depart- 
‘ment. The only advantage Mr. 
| Miller took of this invitation was to 
spend two hours one afternoon with 
Mr. Hoffman. Mr. Miller concluded, 
and rightly so, that the cost to the 
radio industry of just the adminis- 
tration of such a formula made such 
a formula uneconomic, and he so 
stated to both me and Mr. Hoffman. 
| Later we met again with the com- 
| mittee of the N.A.B., and they had 


| bu proposed in lieu thereof that 


it wanted, and they would under- 
| tame to allocate that amount among 


| United States. 
We told the N.A.B. committee that 


; ASCAP bills had been introduced, 
, and in every instance State Legis- 
‘latures had been informed that 
|ASCAP had conspired with the 


| radio chains to sell the radio stations 


actually entered _ into 
| whereby the radio stations had to 
| pay the music costs and the chains 
paid nothing. We told them that we 


ASCAP legislation; that we felt it 
was useless and purposeless, and 
that if we should accede ta the de- 
sires of the committee and turn over 
to that committee the complete 
music control of the radio broadcast- 
ing industry (which is of course the 
ting they wanted) the difficulties 
we had experienced in the past 
would be as a summer breeze com- 
pared to the whirlwind of discontent 
that we would generate by that kind 
of a deal. 

Now since that group could not 
get control of the redio industry 
|through a contract with ASCAP, 
they have decided to drop ASCAP 
and build up the same _ control 
through the establishment of their 
own music organization, BMI, be- 
| cause they are determined to have 
| that control. 
| We told the committee then that 
| we would ourselves undertake the 
| establishment of a formula which 
| after our study would appeal to us 
as being equitable and fair, and that 





| we would lay it again before them 
| for consideration. In the meantime, 
| you will recall, a great number of 
things happened. 

BMI was organized, exciting trips 
were taken all over the country by 
Neville Miller and Sydney M. Kaye, 
and we ourselves were busy visiting 
the great majority of the radio sta- 
tions and discussing our problem 
directly with them. Our committee 
worked diligently week after week, 

|and eventually worked out a 
| formula. We tried to do this early 
| in the year, as we felt that the 
| formula should be before the indus- 
| try for a long period of time and 





| us to wait until the last minute be- 
fore we made an announcement of 
| our ideas. 

You will recall that we prepared 
| only a formula—not a contract—and 
in March of this year we invited the 
members of the N.A.B. committee, 
| together with other important radio 
| people who were not on the N.A.B. 
| committee, to hear and discuss the 
formula tha. we had prepared. 

When the formula was read, and 
mimeographed copies of it given to 
those present. we stated that if 
| there were no objection, we would 
like to send our formula to all the 
| radio stations of the country for 
| their study and consideration. No 
|one objected. As a matter of fact, 
|only a few made any comments. 
| Mr. Klauber of the N.A.B. commit- 
tee merely got up and walked out. 
If the formula were wrong, the 
| time to say so was the time of the 
meeting. ASCAP then waited for 
two months, and not hearing any- 
thing from the radio industry di- 
rectly—only through the trade press, 
proceeded in the preparation of its 
contract in conformance with the 
formula. Still not hearing from the 
radio industry’s officials, ASCAP 
asked for the privilege of discussing 
the ASCAP contract at the N.A.B. 
Convention in San Fraucisco. ‘This 
privilege was denied to the society. 

That is the history on which 
Miller and Kaye say that ASCAP 
won't negotiate the new contract. 
ASCAP’s doors are open, and have 
always been open, to any station 
owner 6r anybody in authority, to 
negotiate anything that needs nego- 
tiation. 




















| The looseness of Mr. Miller's 


SEHSHHSFESFEPOOES 


i'"Ror—And Against—ASCAP | 


0666644664 Continued from page 30 > 
_ statements is illustrated by the fact 


‘stated that the income of the radio 


| dropped all pretense then of seeking | 
'to work out a formula of agreement, | 
ASCAP tell them how much money | 
the various radio stations of ‘e 
' puerile, immature, and not the nor- 


in some 28 States of the Union anti- 


'down the river, and that we had 
contracts | 


didn’t want a repetition of this anti- | 


when that formula was completed, | 


| that it would have been unfair for. 


that in his recent Varierr article he 


industry for 1939 was $112,000,000, 
whereas in fact the gross business 
of the radio industry was $171,000,- 
000 and the net income from sale of 
time on the air was in excess of 
$129,000,000. From the way Mr. 
Miller persists in talking about 
ASCAP, you would get an idea that 
the $59,000,000 difference, or if he 
were using net figures, the $17,000,- 
000 difference, is important to the 
radio industry, and is not something 
that should be thus lightly over- 
looked. 

Personally, it is very distasteful to 
me to enter into controversies of 
this kind, principally because they 
are wholly unnecessary and wholly 
uncalled for—they seem childish, 


ml ordinary way that business men 
deal with differences. The fact that 
they are indulged in by the current 
leaders of the radio industry only 
further proves that the controversy 
is not a business controversy, aS was 
said at the beginning of the article. 
The controversy is merely the 
camouflage of ~ predetermined boy- 
cott. 

The surprising thing is that the 
older, recognized leaders of the in- 
dustry have not before this asserted 
their leadership, but have been 
willing to allow the trends and even 
the policies to be dictated by per- 
sons whe have little or no invest- 
ment at stake and who will not 
suffer the brunt of their own failure 
or be affected by the legal situation, 
should they prove to be wrong. 

I can see no need for answering 
item by item all of the factually in- 
correct statements that Mr. Miller 








has made in his recent article in 
Vanricty, because the leaders of the 
industry know the facts as well as 
\ e do, and to give them the correct 
facts would not be an education to 
them, Their disregard for the truth 
shows their lack of interest in the 
truth. Those station owners of the | 
country who seem to be following 
the leadership of the chains and of | 
these same individuals who are now 
dictating the policies of the chains 
are being led up a blind alley and | 
have reached conclusions in most 
instances directly and diametrically | 
opposed to their own personal best 
interests. 

Such a condition is economically, | 
as well as iegally, unsound, and 
therefore it won’t last. This we 
know, end because we know it we 
have no. disturbance over. the 
eventual outcome of the entire mat- 
ter. 


OPTIONS 9:30 FRIDAYS 


Campbell’s May Have Another Pro- 
gram on Columbia 








Ward Wheelock has taken an Op- | 
tion for Campbell’s soup on the 
9:30-10 p.m. spot Friday nights over 
CBS, which ‘Grand Central Station’ 


| cluding the 





(Listerine) gives up after four more 
broadcasts. Agency and sponsor are 
looking for a prestige show to fill | 
the time, but have nothing definite | 
in mind at the moment. 

Lambert & Feasley, agency for 
Listerine, is retaining rights to 
‘Grand Central Station’ and is of- 
fering it to other agencies at a re- 
ported price of $3,500 for the pack- 
age. 





RICHARD BLAKE AT WKRC 
Cincinnati, Sept. 24. 
Richard Blake took over Monday 
(23) as program director of WKRC, 
Times-Star affiliate and Mutual out- 
let. He relieves Ruth Lyons, who 
continues as music director and 
takes on added chores for femme 
programs. Blake, former Times- 
Star reporter, was scripting for 
M-GeM in Hollywood during the 
past couple of years. 
His twin brother, Groverman, is 
amusement editor of the Times-Star. 
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Neville Miller - - - 


that this percentage is figured not 
only on the programs which use 
ASCAP music, but also on programs 
which use non-ASCAP music and 
on programs which use no music at 
all. It is an, ironic aspect, from the 
broadcasters’ viewpoint, that at the 
present time 77% of commercial 
program time is not occupied by 
music, for ASCAP collects just as 
much on a news program which uses 
no music as on a popular dance pro- 
gram which at the present time uses 
a great deal of ASCAP music. 

6. Mr. Paine points out that the 
radio chains have announced that 
ASCAP music ‘will be barred from 
the air.” This music is being barred 
from the air, not by broadcasters, 
but by ASCAP. ASCAP itself, be- 
cause of the unfair basis upon which 
it licenses its -ausic, because of the 
exorbitant and destructive amounts 
which it demands, and because of 
the unfair basis on which it operates, 
is forcing the broadcasting industry 
to discontinue the performance of 
music which it would like to play, 
but which it cannot play because it 
cannot get a license on a fair or 
reasonable basis. Broadcasters, in 
discontinuing the performance of 
the music of the society, are acting 
in self-defense against economic de- 
struction. 

7. Mr. Paine announces his sym- 
pathy for the public which is being 
deprived of the music made by 
ASCAP’s own action. Certainly 
broadcasters would like to make all 
music available to their listeners. It 
is of interest, however, to note that 
in 1936, when all Warner Bros. 
music, which embraced some 40% of 
ASCAP’s playable catalog, and in- 
works of Gershwin, 
Kern, Rodgers and Hart, Cole Porter, 
Friml, Romberg and many others of 
the leading ASCAP members was 
withdrawn from the air for six 
months, there was no indication that 
the listening public felt any sense of 


| deprivation. This happened when 


broadcasters had no organized re- 
serve supply of music. Now that 
reserve supply exists. In addition, 
the trend in the four years since 1936 
has been to reduce, rather than in- 
crease, the emphasis in programs 
upon the performance of popular 
music. ASCAP music is not indis- 
pensable. No one wants to drop 
ASCAP music, but since ASCAP has 
made this necessary, the elimination 
can be effected without substantial 
loss to the public or to broadcasters 


lor to anyone but the ASCAP mem- 


bers whose affairs are in the hands 
of ASCAP’s self-perpetuating Board. 
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remind you of? 








Does this melody remind you of that soft Spring night at the Senior Prom when 


you confided to the girl your high resolves as you faced a brave new world? When 


you hear this song now, do you wonder what ever happened to them and to her? 


Songs have a way of insinuating themselves into our experiences; of forever cat- 


aloguing these events in the back files of our lives. So it goes with nearly every piece 


of music-——and with most folks. 








Harry Salter, one of radio’s better baton wavers, 
got to thinking along these lines recently. He felt 
that music alone was not enough. He wanted a mu- 
sical program that makes an _ intimate, personal 
approach to the lives of listeners. What he finally 
came through with promises to be one knockout of 
a new radio program idea! 

He calls it “The Song of Your Life,” and you can 
hear it Wednesday nights between 9:00 and 9.30 N. Y. 
Time, over NBC’s Blue Network. If you miss it to- 
night, we can let you hear a recording at your own 
convenience. 


VARIETY SAYS 


To our way of thinking, this sparkling program 
combines practically all the sure-fire elements of suc- 
cessful radio showmanship and listener appeal. 
Variety, our forthright, cogent contemporary con- 
firmed this when it so aptly pointed out to the trade 
that the show has all the “makings of a whopper of 
a commercial program.” We think some alert adver- 
tiser is going to see it that way, too—but quick! 

Harry Salter, who figured out the show, also di- 
rects the splendid music which so gracefully bridges 
the program’s colorful action, fusing the whole into 

a smooth, fast-paced half-hour of the most varied 
kind of radio entertainment. Clark Dennis and 
Gwen Williams, as NBC soloists, interpret the guest- 
listeners’ favorite songs. Ed Ettinger and Bill Davi- 
son polish off the show with their writing. 

There’s an attractive audience-participation angle 
which gives the nation’s ear-cuppers that life-time 


_ ¢NBC BLUE I 


\ Saas tara the air with the 








chance to get before a mike and relate an event 
associated with some favorite song. Here’s where 
Ernest Chapell as host and capable emcee handles 
the interviews with deft questioning and a fine ease, 
putting all and sundry guests comfortably through 
their paces before the mike. 


REAL EXPERIENCE OF REAL PEOPLE! 


Along with the regular half-dozen program guests 
each week, some celebrity from the stage or movies, 
sports or professions, is a featured visitor. In any 
single show, program material rich in amusing wit, 
moving pathos or vital human interest is sure to de- 
velop. Many of the song incidents are made even 
more realistic through vivid dramatizing. The big 
point is that these stories are the real experiences of 
real people—in person! 


In “The Song of Your Life,” Harry Salter has 
contrived a lively, compelling radio vehicle which, by 
the very simplicity of its basic human appeal, packs 
a terrific sales wallop for the advertiser who uses 
it adroitly. 


That’s why “The Song of Your Life” was picked 
for intensive audience build-up in the Blue Network’s 
new development plan for sales-worthy pregram ideas. 


TUNE IT IN! 


You’ve got te hear the show for yourself! This ad 
can, at best, only remind you to do so. It can’t pas- 
sibly give you the “feel” nor the “pull” behind “The 
Song of Your Life.” Don’t forget, tune it in tonight— 
9:00 P.M.—N. Y. Time—on the Blue! 








What does “Star-Dust”’ 
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Mutual Network Affiliates Rally 
In Chicago For Gutlook Talks 





Chicago, Sept. 2. | Marie Green On ‘Parade’ 


Biggest Mutual network meeting 
brought together some 75 key men’ 
of the System for a general powwow 
here last week, and all manner of 
Mutual problems, deals and angles 
were under discussion. Of particu- 
lar 
behind-the-wheel-and-push meeting 


moment was the general get-) 


(REVITALIZE DORMANT | 


| James Woodruff, Jr., of WRBL, | 


CHANGES AT WIOD 


Wales to WKAT—Alex Robb As 
Program Director 





BROADCASTERS GROUP 








Miami, Sept. 24. 
Shakeup am6dng WIOD depart- 
mental heads, has Martin Wales out 
Columbus, was elected president of | 4, station manager, Dan J. Mahoney, 
\the Georgia Ass'n of Broadcasters | general manager of Miami Daily 
at reorganization meeting held here. | News taking over duties. Arch Robb, 


Macon, Ga., Sept. 24. | 








| Outait was first formed in 1935, but 
| lay dormant for quite some time. 

ers Hollywood, Sept. 24. | Following recommendation of J. 
_ Marie Green, chanteuse, has been | Leonard Reinsch, of WSB, Atlanta, 
signed for Lucky Strike’s Hit Pa- | association planned a sales institute 
= to acted ag yg Pearce | 25 part of its next meeting, which 
1e was recently on - jun. 

. i will be held here, date to be an 

show at the head of a group known | nounced later. This institute will 


F as Marie Green and Her Merry | ‘ : : 

j ’ 5 - , afford salesmen of various stations 
ker, WE. Mectarien “ “ Weeet |Men. Agency signed her on the | chance to receive training by ex- 
er, W. E. Macfarlane, Fred Weber, -ocommendation of Ed Cashman, ’ 


Lewis Weiss, Bob Schmid and Ed} 
Wood. 

Of the some 50 affiliates in on the! 
meeting, some dozen of ’em rose to 
give a personal hurray for the net- 
work and to promise full coopera- | 


tion in the future. Keynoters on) 
this tune were Steve Cisler of | 
WGRC, Louisville; Les Johnson, | 


WHEBF, Rock Island, and topping ’em 
all, Luther Hill of the Iowa Network | 
who expounded on the merits of the 
Mutual System and what it meant to 
the Iowa territory radio. 


Ed Wood, Mutual sales manager, 
tossed out a series of nifty numerals 
to point up the business progress of 
Mutual in the past season and indi- 
cated that in the next six months 
the Mutual web will gross more coin 
than it garnered in the past full 
year. Which means a gross take of 
some $2,700,000 in the six months 
from Oct. 1. 

Also under discussion was the po- 
litical broadcasting situation, with the 
MES key men explaining the open 
position of Mutual in the election 
campaign broadcasts. 





| that 


Sensation’s Coast Quizzer 





| producer of the Kay Kyser show. 


NBC Goes to CBS In 


University of 


perts in radio sales field. Reinsch, 
former prez of Ohio Ass’n of Broad- 
casters, told session here how insti- 
tute was worked tn state he came 
from. Reinsch, in his talk, also told 
group how it could do much toward 
bettering relations between press 
and radio. 


Other officers elected by associa- 
Minneapolis, Sept. 24. | tion are‘ Ray Ringson, WRDW, Au- 

For the second time within a gusta, vice-prez.; Margie Willis, 
month, NBC has called on the Twin | WTOC, Savannah, sec’y-treas. Three 
Cities CBS broadcasting system for | directors, E. K. Cargill, WMAZ, 
talent. This time WCCO’s 








Minneapolis for Talent 





| 
were contracted to appear on the 


Uncle Ezra show from Chicago! reps at meeting. 
Sept. 14. 

Previously Harold C. Deutsch, 
heard regularly three times a week 


VIRGINIA TRIANGLE 
over WCCO, ‘Backgrounding the 


World News,’ was drafted by NBC | Moore to Roanoke, Other Staff Shifts 
for a one-time appearance on the | and Additions 

Chicago Roundtable | . 

program. | 


Of 21 stations in Georgia 19 had 











Lynchburg, Va., Sept. 24. 
Various personnel changes result 
Dies eck ic ins Ar | from start of Tri-Cities Network 

on . Join rmy | hooking up WLVA here; WBTM, 

Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 24 | Danville, and WSLS at Roanoke. Al 
Explaining to his radio audience | Heiser, formerly WLVA's engineer, 
he ‘wanted to do something | becomes supervising engineer of all 
more about the war than talk about | three outfits, with headquarters in 
it,, news commentator Dick Die- Lynchburg. Philip Allen, v.p. of 
specker quit his post to join the wLVA, is general business manager 





Har- | Macon; Jack Williams, WAYX, Way- | 
‘monica Twins, Tom and Ed Plehal,! cross, and Reinsch also were chosen. 


|army as a second liuetenant. 


| of all three. 


\former production manager of 

| WHIO, Dayton, comes in to fill new- 

ly created program director slot. 
Both stations are owned by Cox’s 

interests. 

| Wales has joined sales department 

of WKAT, Miami Beach. 


WSB Woos the Press 


Atlanta, Sept. 24. 

| Designed: to link press and radio 
closer together, WSB is sponsoring 
| new program series titled ‘The Edi- 
tor Speaks,’ upon which newsmen 


| from all over Georgia will be invited 
| to give their opinions on vital mat- 
| ters affecting people of state and na- 
| tion. Editors will be given full lee- 
| way in their topics for discussion, 
with no punches pulled. 

Introduction to program states: 

‘By the welding of the two great 
agencies of communication, press 
and radio, we share in some small 
measure the task to which America 
is bending every sinew—the preser- 
vation of democracy.’ 

Program is to be aired every Sat- 
urday at 1 p.m., starting Oct. 5. 

















Marcus Bartlett’s Fall Chores 
Atlanta, Sept. 24. 

| WSB will carry Georgia Tech’s 
| football games this year under spon- 
| Sorship of Atlantic Refining Co. 
| Marcus Bartlett, production manager 
for station, will do spieling. 

| Bartlett, station’s former musical 


jat CKLW 


200 APPLY — 
FOR STATIONS 


Washington, Sept. 24. 
Sponsors of over 200 pending ap- 
plications will have to get set for 
possible new controversies as a re. 
sult of steps to reallocate facilities 
in conformity with the Havana 
Treaty. There were 273 requests on 
the hook last week, but 59 were for 
frequencies not affected by the re. 

shuffling—between 550 and 720 ke, 


Most of the pleas are from existing 
license-holders, desiring better fa. 
cilities. There are only 58 applica- 
tions for new transmitters in the un. 
finished business, and of these 15 
are for the untouched channels. But 
some of the applicants may not like 
the company they’d be thrown with 
under the shifts, so a flood of re. 
vised applications is anticipated, 








WXYZ ADDS NEWSCASTERS 


Heatter, Williams Not Aec- 
ceptable on CKLW 
Detroit, Sept. 24. 

With the addition of one and a half 
hours weekly of Mutual’s newscast- 
ers, WXYZ here is carrying an ex- 
ceptionally heavy schedule. The 
newest additions to the station’s news 
coverage are Raymond Gram Swing, 
Gabriel Heatter and Wythe Williams, 
which normally would come through 
the Mutual outlet here, CKLW, 
across the Detroit river, in Windsor, 
Ont. However, the Canadian station 
could not handle the three news- 
casters because of rigid censorship in 
the Dominion and the air being given 
to numerous broadcasts 





Swing, 


from BBC. 
Nearly all of WXYZ's newscasts 





Hollywood, Sept. 24. | 

Sensation ciggies, through Lennen 
& Mitchell, launches a quizzer on the 
Don Lee network beginning Oct. 1. 
Quarter hour programs air twice a 
week. | 


Sam Pierce, who hatched the idea,! merly of WJW, Akron, and recently 
Joins Bill Robson’s L & M staff to at WKST, New Castle, has joined the 
' staff of WHBC, Canton. 


produce. 


Broadcaster got off neatly by say- 
inz he was changing his call letters 
from CJOR, his station, to ‘CASF’ 
(Canadian Army Service Corps). 


Frank Koehler, with WRTD, Rich- 
mond, when it shut down, goes to 
| WSLS as commercial manager. Bill 
| Loren, Ken Allen and Earl Hotaling 





Canton, O.—Leonard Taylor, for- 
| manager of WLVA, shunted to WSLS 


in same capacity. Chain takes air 
'Oct. 1. 


| go on WLVA for general announcing. | 
James H. (Jimmy) Moore, general | 





| director, has been mill's gridcaster 
|for years. He has been in N. Y. 
brushing up on a few pigskin prin- 
| ciples and last week (19-20) attended 
Atlantic’s Football Reporters meet- 


are commercially sponsored, even the 
| five minutes of early morning news 
| by John Nesbitt being taken over 
'by Gordon Bakery here. The De- 
itroit’s stations news coverage now 
ing, prepping further for season|comes from three sources—local 
which opens Saturday (28) when | commentators, NBC and Mutual. Out 
| Tech’s Yellowjackets kick off season | of the station’s daily 18 hours on the 


|against Howard College (Birming- | air, at least one hour of the day is 
lham) at Grant Field in Atlanta. 


spent with the news. 
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YOWSAH-—-THE OLE MAESTRO! 





Personal Management 


HERMAN BERNIE 
RKO Bidg., New York 


our new sponsor 


BROMO - SELTZER 


Long may it grow and long may it sell— 


Management 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


BEN BERNIE 


AND ALL THE LADS AND LASSIES 


Back on the air on our lucky Tuesday nites for dear ole 


NBC Blue, beginning October Ist, 8 P.M., EST, and for 








Aided and abetted by those two swell gals, THE 
BAILEY SISTERS and the newest and most 


glamorous singing star—C A it 0 i 33 R U Cc E 
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FCC SIMPLIFYING 
NEW STATION 
APPLICATIONS 


—_-_— 


Washington, Sept. 24. 


Limitation on the amount of his- 
torical data required to support li- 
cense requests for both standard and 
FM transmitters was agreed upon at 
two meetings last week between in- 
dustry representatives and the F.C.C. 


f 


AN ANNOUNCER’S LIFE 


KDYL Men Go Inte Cage with Non- 
Domestic Cats 








Salt Lake City, Sept. 24. 
Emerson Smith, program director, 
and Tom Cafferty, announcer for 
KDYL, got through the most blood- 
congealing interview they have had 
on the KDYL ‘Enquiring Reporter’ 
program. Interviewing Captain 
Lucky Bill Foix inside the animal 
cage was entertaining enough for the 
visitors at the State Fair here, but 
when Foix let in seven lions, a leop- 
ard and a puma, Smith and Cafferty 
thought that a full house was more 

than they would have wished for. 
When the cats contented them- 





TSN LINES UP 
BIG EDUCL | 
SKED 


Fort Worth, Sept. 24. | 

A banner 1940-41 season of educa-| 
tional features over stations of the 
|Texas State Network is rapidly tak- 
|ing shape, according to Forrest W. 
|Clough, educational director for the | 














“ee 


Administrative Board. Huddles will 
result in simplification of the pain- 
fully long forms 301 and 319 adopted 
a few months ago, to which many 
objections have been filed. 

Groups representing N.A.B., inde- 
pendents and FM operators received 
promises that phraseology will be re- 
vised, so there will not be so much 
misunderstanding and confusion about 
what sort of data is required. Sev- 
eral language changes were worked 
out, after spokesmen for station op- 
erators pointed to the difficulty in| 
figuring just what was meant by in- 
wolved and poorly posed inquiries. 

Requests for deletion of certain 
questions were turned down, though 
the F.C.C. negotiators were described 
as open-minded. While the Commish 
engineers, attorneys, and accountants 
were reluctant to drop any of the 
forms, they showed a disposition to 
limit the questions so that lots of 
ancient history will not have to be 





selves with growling, lashing their |W€- Programs will originate from | 
tails and dashing around, the boys | 1€X@S’ leading colleges and universi- | 
became bold enough to invite the ties, besides many planned by civic | 


public in to be interviewed. There | °'8@nizations. — a 
ware ae there. | Programs will originate from the! 


Next day Cafferty was sufficiently North Texas State Teachers College | 
recovered to do a solo broadcast from | St@tting Oct. 4, others from the Radio | 


the back of Bunny, five-and-a-half- | House, University of Texas; Baylor | 
ton elephant. | University, Texas State College for! 








|Women, Abilene Christian College, | 
WCAU, PHILLY, SETS 
programs presented by the East 
Texas Chamber of Commerce, week- 
talent available to radio stations and| Exclusive of the Mutual Broadcast- 
advertising agencies. 'ing System features fed to TSN. 


| Hardin-Simmons University and Mc- 
Murry College. 
Currently on TSN and set to con- 

GRATIS CASTING BUREAU tinue this fall are two agricultural | 
lly cotton program by the Texas, 

Philadelphia, Sept. 24. ‘Cotton Committee and a weekly 

A central casting office has been ‘Health Education’ series from the 
established by WCAU to make radio | Texas Dept. of Health. 

The bureau will be under the di- last season, TSN weekly scheduled | 
rection of Stan Lee Broza, program | 46 public service programs. 
director of WCAU, and will be with- | 
out charge for either the performers | 








included and genealogical research | or the agency needing them. Before 





will be kept to a minimum. Further 
confabs are planned, with subcom- 
mittees from both sides trying to 
bring about acceptable compromises, 


called for. 


4-Yr.-Old Miiw. Sustainer 
Finally Gets a Sponsor 


Milwaukee, Sept. 24. 








‘Last Word in Sports,’ a 15-minute | 


10:30 nightly sustainer on WTMJ for 
the last four years, 
Nevada conducting, has at last gone 
commercial under the sponsorship 
thrice weekly of Richman Bros., na- 
tional clothing store chain, the deal 
arranged by the Cleveland office of 
McCann-Erickson, Inc. 

Another clothing concern, the 
Lawton Stores, has also gone for a 
WTMJ sports program—‘Hot Off the 
Gridiron’—with a quiz and cash 
giveaway angle, for a 15-minute pe- 
riod each Sunday immediately pre- 
ceding the Green Bay Packers pro- 
football game. 





Hodges Goes For Tourists 


Cincinnati, Sept. 24. 
Paul Hodges, miker on WCPO for 
the past two years, is joining the 
Crosley staff to start a Travel Time 
series Oct. l on WLW. He will do a 
15-minute interview program at 6 


p.m. on weekdays from airports, rail- | 
way and bus terminals in Cincy and | 
by direct 


neighboring towns, all 
wire, 

On the Scripps-Howard station, 
Hodges conducted programs from the 
Union Terminal and Greyhound bus 
depot. 














NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES —————_— 


with Charles | 





| anyone is registered they will re- 
| ceive auditions and typed according 
ee their ability, Broza said. 


| grams which required a total of about 
'50 voices. The total number of radio 
lactors on file at the station weren't 


| enough to fill the bill. 





Bring in Mexico City Man 
To XEAD, Guadalajara 


Guadalajara, Mex., Sept. 24. 
Jorge Heredia Aceves from Mex- 
ico City is here in the capacity of 
| ‘organizador’ of the new 500-watt 
| station XEAD, latest to be lisensed 


by the Federal authorities for the | 


| state of Jalisco.. It is the fifth sta- 
tion in this city of 140,000 popula- 
tion. Aceves was trained in adver- 


tising procedure in the capital. (A | 


sister-in-law sings on WWL, New 
Orleans). 

Epifanio Arzate and Alejandro 
Diaz are general manager 
sistant g.m., respectively, of the sta- 
tion and the staff includes Carlos 
Cardona, Francisco Quirino, Arnulfo 
Gonzalez, Felipe Bauche. 

Under a special commercial ar- 
rangement with the Orange Kist soft 
drink XEAD calls itself ‘The Kist 
Station.’ 


| Jam Cox at WATL 


Atlanta, Sept. 24. 


Titles fiew like chaff before the 
wind recently around WATL, Mu- 
tual mouthpiece here, when James 
|E. Cox, ex-publicity man for WKY, 
| Oklahoma City, moved in‘as assistant 
to Manager Maurice C. Coleman. 
Here’s what came out of bag after 
Cox got through giving it a thorough 
shaking: 

Ken Keese, program 
Barney Oakes, special events chief; 
Julian Flint, chief announcer; Jac- 
queline Jones, continuity editor 
| Keese, in addition to program chores, 
lis pianist and leader of this 250- 


watter’s four-piece house combo. 
New faces on WATL commercial 

staff are Rolfe Edmondson, former 

reporter on Atlanta Journal, and 


| Crenshaw Bonner, ex-football star at 





|Georgia U., both new to radio. 





EDWARD PETRY & CO. = 








RUA e ig | Bristol 


|Earnest Ford, formerly of WOPI, 
Va.-Tenn., is latcst addition 


on announcing side. 





beesteeeeeeeeeeee 








d np: | Broza said the casting service idea | 
reducing volume of statistics now | started when WCAU attempted to} 
| line up a cast for three patriotic pro- 


and as- | 


director; 








EVERY Friday 





JACK MILLER 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


THE KATE SMITH HOUR 


at 8 p.m.—CBS 
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WFIL, Philadelphia. 


WERC, CINCY, INCREASES, 
_ NEWS TO OFFSET WCPO 





Cincinnati, Sept. 24. | 
| WKRC, the Times-Star outlet, has | 
increased its newscasting schedule to | 
meet the competition on that score | 
from WCPO, which is operated by | 
the local Scripps-Howard paper, the | 
Post. WKRC is plugging its new | 
policy as ‘news of the hour on the} 
hour.’ 
Using Associated Press and its 
newspaper facilities, WKRC is orig- | 
inating its newscasts from the Times- | 
Star news room. Bill Welch, Dwight | 
Mallon and Bob Morgan alternate at | 
the mike, while the rewriting is be- | 
ing done by Mallon and Bob Heidler. | 





Book-of-the-Month 


| Radio Dramatizations 


Series of dramatic shows adapted 
'from Book-of-the-Month Club books, 
| has been readied by Arthur Kurlan, 
| writer-director with the Gulf-Screen 
Guild program last season and pre-! 
viously with the Texaco .and ‘New 
York Town’ shows. He is currently 
in New York, having come from' 
Hollywood about a month ago to line 
up the productions. Show would 
air as either two 30-minute stanzas 
,to a book or a single 60-minute pro-| 
| gram for each book. Kurlan has set 


a package price of $3,000 for the| 
shorter version or $4,000 for the} 
longer. | 

Books on which the rights have 


already been obtained and the radio | 
adaptations written include ‘Christ 
in Concrete,” ‘The Heart Is a Lonely | 
Hunter,’ Franz Werfel’s forthcoming | 
‘Embezzled Heaven,’ Carl Van} 
Doren’s ‘Benjamin Franklin’ (which | 
would require double radio length), | 


and the next Book-of-the-Month | 
Club issue, Margaret Armstrong’s 
‘Trelawney.’ 

Kurlan will write and direct the 
series, which will use original music |} 


by Lehman Engel. John Beal is set 
for the ‘Christ in Concrete’ lead and 


other actors mentioned for the series 
include Sam Jaffe, Peggy Conklin, 
Bramwell Fletcher, Elissa Landi and, 
Mildred Natwick. Book-of-the- 
Month Club’s 300,000 membership is 
figured a running start for radio 


treatment of the books. Radio rights 
must be cleared not only through the | 
Club and publishers, but from the 
individual authors, 


More Yanks in Disie 


West Palm Beach, Sept. 24. 

WJNO continues to load up its an- 
nouncing staff with men from north- 
ern staions. Steve Willis’ latest | 
newcomers mike massagers are 
Morden Buck, from KMOX, St. 
Louis, and Ed Pearson, formerly 
with WPRO, Providence. 

Local outlet already has Ben 
Decker, formerly of WTAM, Cleve- 
land, and Vernon Crawford, ex- 














CAROL BRUCE 


Currently 
“LOUISIANA PURCHASE” 


IMPERIAL THEATRE, NEW YORK 


BEN BERNIE - - BROMO-SELTZER 
Beginning October |st—NBC Coast-to-Coast 
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Printing Trades’ Circular Renews 
Attack on Radio Advertising; 


Publishers Also Mull Problem 





Washington, Sept. 24. 


Renewed drive by the Interna- 
tional Printing Trades to hobble ra- 


dio and keep television in the non- | 
commercial category last week in- | 
volved mailing to every newspaper, | 
farm publication | 
owner another of the periodic re- | 


magazine and 


minders that broadcasters are grab- 
bing advertising from printed media. 


Recent speech of John B. Haggerty, | 


president of the Bookbinders and 


head of the affiliated A.F. of L.} 


printing unions, was _ scattered 
wholesale in the hope of pepping up 
the publishers. 

Accompanying the talk given early 
this month at the Pressmen’s Home 
in Tennessee, a letter signed by Hag- 
gerty repeated the previous com- 
plaints and dragged in the national 
defense issue by pointing to the need 
of maintaining a free press during 


‘the present distraction’ and political | 
free 


campaign. Continuance’ of 
press, Haggerty noted, requires ‘suf- 
ficient independent income’ to pay 
bills and yield a profit. 

‘Radio advertising, which in 1929 
received but 3 cents of the advertis- 
ing dollar, in 1939 received directly 


some 19 cents of the advertising dol- | 


lar,” leader of the Bookbinders re- 
marked. 


‘If we charge to radio advertising, 
as is proper, the millions spent for 
radio time plus the additional mil- 
lions spent for authors, artists, mu- 
sic, telephone costs, etc., which ex- 
penditures were necessary to make 
radio advertising possible, we would 


most likely ascertain that radio ad- | 
vertising in 1939 secured more than | 


30 cents of the total advertising dol- 
lars spent in newspapers, magazines, 
farm papers, outdoor advertising and 
Tadio.’ 

‘Frankenstein’ 


Referring to radio’s ‘unfair com- 


petition,’ Haggerty directed attention | 


to his blast at the ‘frankenstein’ 
which the press built up via free 
publicity. Copy of the talk repeated 
accusations that broadcasters get a 


monopoly for nothing and have real- | 


ized millions from saie of franchises 
besides raking in large sums annu- 
ally. In the speech, he quoted from 
the FCC chain-monopoly committee 
report, which warned of the danger 
inherent in concentrated control of 


broadcasting stations, and spotlighted | 


the statement that CBS, with ‘total 
cash investment . . 
600,000’ netted over $17,000,000 
four years. 

The printing crowd indicated it 
will try to keep shackles on tele- 
vision, urging all locals to keep their 
eye on the possibility that pictorial 
short-waved advertising will do the 


printed media far more harm than 


the oral variety. 


‘ ® | 
With men and management real- 
izing what they are confronted with | 


through the widespread activities of 
the radio in the advertising field, the 
question prompts itself quite natur- 
ally what they will do with the pos- 
sibility of television, which will take 
salesmen off the road by sending 
their pictures into the homes, pre- 
senting fashion shows, vacuum 


cleaning and other demonstrations, | 


cooking lessons, etc,” Haggerty de- 
clared. ‘So far, the radio with its 
medicine shows has given only the 
dialog, but television will give you 
both the dialog and motion pictures 
of actors and scenery in colors. 


‘This is certainly something to 


. less than $1,- | 
in | 


tworry the printing trade 
| more than radio, because the air will 
/always be cheaper than newsprint.’ 





The Skytop Meeting 
Stroudsburg, Pa., Sept. 24. 
National Publishers Association 
will meet at Skytop, secluded hotel 
in the Pocono Mountains, this week. 
| Advance intimations are that radio 
will be the dominant theme of dis- 
| cussion. 
The continuing expansion and 
prosperity of broadcasting has the 
publishers plenty worried. 





BASEBALL’S EXIT DROPS 
SAN ANTONIO SPOT 38% 





San Antonio, Sept. 24. 


National spot biz took another 


son ended here at KABC. Network 
and local units continue to rise with 
network shows coming back on. 
Football broadcasts helping, too. 


| radio history, all local high school 
football games have been sold in one 
block of exclusive broadcast rights 


industry | 


downward turn as the baseball sea- | 


| 


| tising 


WCCO’s Big Fall 


Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 
WCCO, local CBS station, re- 
ports biggest fall and winter 
business in its history. All time 
after 7 a.m. and up to 10:30 p.m. 
is already sold, excepting a few 
Saturday and Sunday spots. 
Among local accounts just 
closed are those of the Keystone 
Wire Co. which will use Twin 
City talent for its old-time va- 
riety programs, titled ‘After Sun- 
down on the Farm,’ and the P. B. 
| Juster men’s store, which latter 
| comes in for 15 minutes every 
| Sunday night with a style talk 
| 








} 
| 
} 


and musical numbers. 











Salt Lake Tumbles 
As Baseball Ends, 


| 
} 








Salt Lake City, Sept. 24. 
Although national spot units tum- 
bled this week, that’s due more to 
the end of the baseball season than 
anything else. The picture here is 


|really in the rosy class. Walter 
| Wagstaff, KDYL commercial man- 
lager, has recently returned from 


a flying trip of the spot centers and 
reports the largest volume of spot 
| biz in the station’s history, KSL 
| meantime continues to break all rec- 
ords for fall business. 

KDYL: Beechnut, through Newell- 


KABC: For the first time in local | Emmett, 11 chainbreaks per week; 


| Geppart Studios,’ five-minute pro- 
'grams through The Coolidge Adver- 
Agency; Southern Pacific, 


| to the Certified Druggists group; co- ; through Lord & Thomas, spot an- 


operative daily show to Harlandale 


Merchants; Stadium Statement quar- | 


ter-hour pre-game quiz to Schodts 


casts, quarter-hour daily for Drew- 
ery’s Beer (Gugenheim-Goldsmith), 
through Bernard Brooks Agency: 
Plaza Beauty Shop, quarter-hour 
| studio program, direct; three-game 
| series of Detroit-Cincinnati Ameri- 
jcan League games sold to Porter 
Loring, Fomby Clothing Co. and 
| Zale Jewelry Co. 

| WOAI Travis Park Methodist 
| Church, 100 announcements, direct; 
Ormsby Chevrolet Co., three an- 
} nouncements per week, direct: Skin- 
|ner Manufacturing Co., Raisin Bran 
and Macaroni, six announcements 
per week for 52 weeks through 
Ferry-Hanly Co.; San Antonio Pub- 


lic Service Co., half-hour studio pro- | 


| gram for 52 
speeches. 

KMAC: One-minute transcriptions 
| for Bauml Plumbing Co. 


weeks; plus political 


~~ Sept. 21 Compared to Sept. 14 | 


National 


Network Local Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
5,370 8,333 1,097 14,800 
4,632 7,521 1,768 13,921 | 

4-16% 110.7% —38 % +6.3% 

| (Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 

WOAT) 


Quaker Web’s 2nd Acct. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 





The Quaker Network, headed by | 


Roger W. Clipp, WFIL’s general 


manager, gets its second commercial | 


next week when Mutual’s ‘Show of 


the Week’ serics fed to WFIL gets | 


re-pumped to WSAN, Quaker Net- 
work outlet in Allentown, Pa. 
| A couple of weeks ago the Quaker 


| sored by Fels Naptha Soap. 








Arthur Kelly, WHAM, Rochester, 


N. Y., p. a. is teaching theoretical | 
radio mechanics for adult students 
at Edison Tech night school. 




















Le pie 


The story of a 


of raising other 


DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE'S 


TOP HO 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


: Dedicated to the women of America. 


USE ‘i 


woman who must 


choose between love and the career 


women’s children. 








WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.D.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 





Motors; Dick Dunkell Football Fore- | 


hookup got its first bankrolled pro-| 
| gram, ‘Golden Bars of Melody.’ spon- | 


'nouncements; Ford Motor, through 


McCann-Erickson, spot announce- 
ments; Furmbilt of New York, 52 
quarter-hour news programs; Stokol, 
'Inc.. 31 100-word announcements; 
Utah Power and Light Company, 26 
quarter-hour programs; Utah 
Finance Co., 26 quarter-hour pro- 


grams; Mountain States Telephone 
and Telegraph Co., 26 announce- 


ments: Utah Extension Program of 
Optometry, 13 quarter-hour  pro- 
| grams; Utah State Fair, 16 50-word 


announcements and one _ quarter- 
‘hour program; Eureka Vacuum 
{Cleaner Co., 26 five-minute pro- 


| grams; Salt Lake County Chevrolet 
| Dealers Association, 24 50-word an- 
;nouncements; Stokermatic Co., 52 
| 100-word announcements; Western 
| Supply Co., 100 50-word announce- 
ments, 

KSL: Southern Pacific, through 
| Lord & Thomas, series of 100-word 
|} announcements; Ford Motor Co., 
| through McCann-Erickson, series of 
50 and 100-word spot announce- 
ments; Hind’s Honey & Almond 
Cream, through William Esty Co., 
series of one-minute morning, af- 
ternoon and evening spot announce- 
ments,-10 spots per week for seven 
weeks; Red and White Chain Stores, 
of 26 times, 50-word an- 
i}nouncements; Strevel Patterson 
| Hardware, renewal of spot an- 
nouncement series; Prudential Fed- 
eral Savings, series of 15-minute 
|evening news programs; Silver Dol- 
|lar Days, series of 50-word an- 
nouncements, placed direct. 


series 


KUTA: Utah States Fair, through | 


Pickering Advertising Agency, 26 
spots: Keith O’Brien Dept. Store, 


placed direct, 26 announcements; 
|Faultless Starch, placed direct, 730 
| transcribed spots; Utah Silver Dol- 
|lar Day, 26 announcements. 





Sept. 21 Compared to Sept. 14 | 





|Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

6,446 2,221 570 9,237 

6,361 2,031 852 9,244 

1.3% +-9.3% —33 % —0.7% 
luded: KDYL, KS, KUTA) 








(in 


" WBZ AND HUB GLOBE 


IN CO-OP AD TIEUP 


Boston, Sept. 24. 

WBZ and Boston Globe have re- 
cently announced a co-operative tie- 
up which includes exchange of spot 
annougcements and plugs for adver- 
tising lineage. 

Arrangements were made by Vin- 
cent Callahan, station general man- 
ager, and William O. Taylor, pub- 
lisher of the paper. Over WBZ the 
Globe will promote various features 
of the paper, while the station will 
use 100-line ad daily, all editions, in- 
cluding Sunday. WBZ now presents 
John Barry, Globe news analyst and 
commentator, thrice weekly. 








Jim Lepper is doing the ‘Metro- 
politan Auditions of the Air’ series 
for Sherwin-Williams on NBC. War- 
wick & Legler is the agency. 


But Biz Is Great .W#: Bulova Watch Company of | 


N. Y. National Spot Drops in Fall 
Changeover, But Total Biz Up 1.67, 








| Fall business has settled to a, International League Play-of base- 
| steady pace in the metropolis, As| ball nag 

j in most other burgs, national spot ome en wee ee 
units are off here, too. This drop, Sergio interviewing, and six nena 
however, is mainly due to schedule 


spot announcements weekly for 13 
shifts between summer and fall, and| weeks; P. Lorillard (Old Gold ciga- 
to an interim period between sum- 


rettes), through Lennen & Mitchel) 

, Inc., 56 time signals per week tor 13 

mer and fall blurbing. , weeks; Thomas Leeming & (. 
Auto makers continue to give out; (Baume Bengue), through William 
announcement schedules on their| Esty, two spot announcements daily, 
new models, but not much more. | five days per week, for 25 weeks: 


Drug and other remedies eens | oe Recording Corp., through 


iG 0 sis “| Benton & Bowles, Inc., six 21,. 
are getting into high gear with their | minute programs per week for 14 
fall-winter plugs. 


| weeks; The Ford Motor Co., through 
McCann-Erickson, 11 spot announce- 
ew York, through The Biow Com-| ments; The Hammond Instrument 
|pany, 52 station-break announce-/Co. (Solovox), three spot announce- 
{ments weekly for 52 weeks; Vick! ments per week for 13 weeks: Roxy 
Chemical Co., through Morse Inter- | theatre, through Kayton-Spiero, Inc, 











national, station-break announce-| 20 spot announcements. 
ments, 26-week contract; Miller's | — "Si Wanaaeal Ge ea aa"? 
|Furniture Market, through Emil! ' ce SS See 0S Sep. 36 


Network 


| Mogul Co., 52-week contract for par- Local National Total 
| ticipation in Art Green's Housewives| Units Units Spot Units Units 
'Prom; Father John’s Cough Medi- 630 11,131 10,115 21,876 
jcine, through John W. Queen, daily | 630 10,303 10,600 21,533 
spot announcement campaign, 26) am +8°% —4.6°, 1.6°, 


weeks: Ford Motor Co., through Mc- | —-——~ 
|Cann-Erickson, station-break an-| *No change. 
/nouncements for seven days. 7p WiiN, 
| P ) 
| WMCA: Harry Blum's Natural nn ne 
Bloom, Inc., through Milton J. Adler | 
|Co., ‘Today’s Sports,’ for 13 weeks M Mi ° b C . U 
|}and three days; Famous Furriers, | ore imitru oming D 
ithrough Mid - Town Advertising | 
Agency, 52-week contract, 30 quar- | . , : —s 
‘ter-hour programs weekly; Railway Young & Rubicam is working on 
Express Agency, through The Caples an expansion of its spot campaign 
c ss Ag , Si... aati ne atts 
Co.. 36 announcements: American | ‘fr Minitrub (Bristol-Myers ). 
Most of the availabilities requested 
are already in and the new ocders 
on the account will probably be 
placed this week. 


WMCA, WNEW. Wor 





| Fruit Growers, Inc., through Walker | 
|& Downing, announcements for 13 
weeks; Twin City Shellac Co., 
‘through Devine Advertising Agency, 
52-week participation contract on 
Ida Bailey Allen’s ‘Homemakers’; 
| Bulova Watch Co., through The Biow 


Hub WBZ’s New Shows 


Co., Inc., 45 announcements per Boston, Sept. 17 
| week, for 13 weeks and one day; ‘ : re , 
Vick Chemical Co. through Morse| Two new shows have come to 


International, 26-week contract, 100- | WBZ one from its sister NBC net- 
| word announcements; Romanoff Ca-| W°rk outlet, WNAC. Greichen Mc- 
lviar Co., through R. T. O’Connell| Mullen, radio dietitian and food 
\Co., 52-week participation on Ida| Commentator, opens a new show on 
|Bailey Allen’s ‘Homemakers’ series. ra 24 Re ney teg: Pieri magmeba 
_.| twice weekly by Reliable flour, For- 
Pegg i i ge cP ee, |merly on WNAC, the McMullen show 
|room’ for four weeks; Gordon Bak- — placed through H. L. Moore 
ling Co. (Silvercup Bread), trhough|#8SPC°%. " 
Barton A. Stebbins Agency, ‘Passing _ Studebaker Champion takes three 
Sane? with Sele “Nesbitt Rens 15-minute spots weekly with tran- 
parte program 52 ee hte The Dill | scribed music by Richard Himbe 
|Company (Espotabs), 12 announce- and Rudy Vallee. 
| ments for 12 weeks: Oakland Chemi- 
‘eal Co., through The Kleppner Co., | 
renewed for 52 weeks on ‘Ballroom’; 
Compagnie Parisienne, Inc., through 
|Northwest Radio Advertising, five- 
minute program for 13 weeks; Bruns- | 
|wick Laundry, through A. Lewis 
King, 13 announcements weekly for | 
four weeks: Westinghouse Electric 
| Mfg. Co., through Fuller & Smith & | 
|Ross, Inc., 10-minute E.T. program 
|for 15 weeks; S. A. Schonbrunn & | 
|Co. (Savarin Coffee), through Gus- 
|sow-Kahn & Co., ‘Make Believe Ball-| - 
|room’ for 52 weeks; B. C. Remedy | 
Co., through Charles W. Hoyt, Inc., | 
|‘Make Believe Ballroom,’ quarter- | 
|hour for 52 weeks: Carter Products, | ar" 
|Inc., through Street & Finney, Inc., | GIVE WALTER SCOTT OVER a See 
|One-minute E.T. announcements A CALL THIS PM IF YOU WANT A 
ea ronan Sa Laveee EubDES| “WATURALY FOR EASTMAN KODAK. 
|announcements; Royal Diamond &| 
| Watch Co., ‘Zeke Manners,’ 14 weeks; | 
General Motors Corp., through Camp- | 
bell-Ewald Co., two weeks, 50-word 











LINNEA NELSON 
J. WALTER THOMPSON COMPANY 


SCOTTIE ALSO HAS A ‘HOT ONE’ 
ON KYW IN PHILLY, WAITING TO. 


announcements; Grennan Bakeries, | DO A SWELL SPOT JOB FOR SHELL, 
through Campbell-Mithun, Inc.,| WILLIAMS OR KELLOGG’S., 
‘Ballroom’ for 13 weeks: Nestle- 


Lemur Co., through R. T. O'Connell | 
|Co., ‘Ballroom’ for 13 weeks: Edwin | 
| A. Kirch & Co., through Albert E. 
Hebert Agency, 13 weeks: Ford 
|Motor Co., through McCann-Erick- 
son, 10 announcements; Tappins, Inc., | 
direct, 14 weeks, five and 15-minute | 
programs; Barney’s Clothes, through | 
|Emil Mogul, ‘Junior Varsity Jam- | 
| boree,’” 13 weeks; Atlantic Refining | 
Co. through N. W. Ayer: Crown 
Cola, through B.AD.&O., for the 


OUR BEST REGARDS, 


Griff Thompsor 


WESTINGHOUSE 


RED network 
station in 


PHILADELPHIA 














WATTS 


= DAY and NIGHT 
YOUR BEST NATIONAL SPOT BUY 
ANEW A>PROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKET 
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In the short interval since the DIRECTORY's appearance, 
20% of all radio station subscribers have already 


ordered second, third, and tourth copies! 


DO 


Order Your Copy Now! 











NOW ON SALE 


VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
154 West 46th Street, New York 


—— AT— 


Please send...........copies of VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
($5 per copy; $5.10 per copy in New York City). 


NEW YORK CHICAGO a ope 
154 West 46th St. 54 West Randolph 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 North Vine St. 
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L.A. National Spot Up 1.9% Via 


Chrysler, Luden's, Vano, Associated 


Los Angeles, Sept. 24. 


It was pretty much of a standoff 
last week, the pluses just getting over 


the barrier. Contracts for Associated | 


Oll football game poured in, how- 
ever, and that means heavy increases 
through the next two months. 
‘Don Lee’s KHJ continued to lead 
the pack in new contracts, which 
added up to the biggest week in some 
time for any site, and augurs for the 
top season in the station’s history. 
Entered on the books were: Ameri- 
can Safety Razor, 104 quarter-hours, 
through Federal Advertising; Crew 
of Good Ship Grace, 156 half-hours, 
through Cochran agency; Gillette 
Razor, world’s series games, through 
Maxon, Inc.; Hamlin Motors, 12 quar- 
ter-hours, through Mayers Co.; P. 
Lorillard, 26 quarter-hours, through 
Lennen & Mitchell; Noxzema Chemi- 
cal, 13 quarter-hours, through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan; Safeway Stores, 90 
quarter-hours, through Lord & 
Thomas; Chrysler Corp., 30 spots. 
KNX: Chrysler Corp., 16 spots, 
through J. Stirling Getchell; Luden 
Cough Drops, 120 time signals, 
through J. M. Mathes; Catalina Is- 
land, 91 quarter-hours, through Neis- 
ser-Meyerhoff; Basic Foods, 260 quar- 
ter-hours, through Elucidator Publi- 
cations; Langendorf Bakeries, 
time signals, through Leon Livings- 


30 | 





Power House Uses 20 


using 20 stations for its campaign 
during this month on Power House 
,Candy Bars. Schedules cover local 
' programs. 

Franklin Bruck is the agency. 


BREAD, CLOTHES 
NEW DETROIT 
CUSTOMERS 








Detroit, Sept. 24. 
Local business now has emerged 
fully from the summer slump and is 





'rapidly approaching the figures of ! 


‘last spring. Close to a three percent 
' gain was chalked up, clothing stores 
|and bakeries being major new items 
‘and accounting for the bulk of the 
| gains. 

While automobile accounts, natur- 
ally, figure heavily in the spot an- 
nguncements, there is plenty of grab- 


Walter H. Johnson Candy Co. is | 


2 BALTO DEPT. STORES 
_ BUY BLURBS; UNITS OK 


Baltimore, Sept. 24. 
Strong selling on the local front 
sent that classification up last week. 
| Network units also on the up with 
| new shows breaking. 
| 


WBAL: Pennick & Ford (My-T- 
| Fine), 32 hundred-word announce- 
ments, through BBD&O; S. & N. 
| Katz, jewelers, 32 spots via Joseph 
| Katz; Raymond Hughes, diamonds, 
26 spots; Hecht Bros. department 
store, 26 spots through the Louis 
Schecter agency; Kernan Motors, 13 
quarter-hour Sunday noon programs 
of transcriptions entitled ‘Melody As 
| You Like It’; Howard Cleaners, 301 
| 75-word spots, through the Harry J. 
| Patz Co.; Ford Motor Co., eight 100- 
word announcements, through Mc- 





six five-minute programs, through 
Northwest Radio Advertising; Lehn 
& Fink Products, six one-minute an- 
nouncements, through Wm. Esty; 
Rockwood & Co., 60 five-minute pro- 
grams, through Federal Advertising. 

WCAO: Chevrolet, 26 spots, through 
Campbell-Ewald; Wm. Wise & Co., 
educational books, 10 five-minute 
spots, through Northwest Radio Ad- 
| vertising; Ford Motors, 10 spots, 
through McCann-Erickson. 

WCBM: Feenamint, half-hour show 
via Mutual; Old Fashioned Revival. 
via Mutual; Mutual Sunday after- 
noon airings of Dorothy Thompson 
sold locally to the Travellors Co. 


WFBR: Renewed Fels Nephtha 
Soap on ‘Naborhood News and 





Cann-Erickson; Blue Ribbon Books, | 





Sidelight on Spot Bi 
It's the ad agencies now that are beginning to burn at the situation 


which allows a national advertiser to buy time at lower rates by deal. 
ing direct with local stations. Heretofore this lament has come exclu. 
sively from station reps. 

Case in point developed last week when an agency for a Medicina] 
account called up a station rep and bawled him out because one of his 
stations had accepted some business from the account at a rate lower 
than that which the agency had quoted on the same station. ‘We've 
been working on this account,’ expostulated the agency man, ‘for over 
a year trying to sell it a list of recommended stations and now we find 
that some of these same stations have accepted contracts with prices 
far below those we submitted.’ ‘It’s about time,’ he continued, ‘that 
you were able to control your stations on this sort of dual rating,’ 

The station rep replied that he was sorry that it had happened and 
the agency had lost out on the commissions but the fault lay with the 
agency as much as it did with the stations, since the former never let 
them know just what account it was that the time was being inquired 
for. Also that the agency itself ought to be able to control its accounts 
so that they won't be going around its back and comparing price lists, 


Pr ries Lacon CHll FLOATING © 
ne ~ ON EVEN KEEL 


Denver, Sept. 24. 
spot biz came through 
with a terrific wallop during the past | 
-week, elevating the units in that) 
category by over 11%. These gains, 
however, were offset by a somewhat 
abrupt drop in local volume, and by 
some shakiness in network figures. 
All told it meant a 1% slackening. 
Despite the local drop, KLZ pro- 
| vided a light in the gloom by signing 
the Golden Eagle Dry Goods Co. (de- 




















Chicago, Sept. 24. 

Units in all classifications eyvi- 
denced a slight gain, but the trend 
is relatively stable with no spectacu- 
| lar increases along the line. In keep- 
ing with the season of year, network 
volume made the greatest gain, 

WBBM: State Street Council, time 
signal announcements, through Mc- 





ton; Schalk Chemical, 156 participa-  né ' 
tions in Fletcher Wiley combination, | bing up of the newscasts. Richmond 
through Erwin-Wasey; First Federal | Bros., clothiers, took over 11 a.m. 
Savings & Loan, 13 quarter-hour | newscasts from Monday through Fri- 
newscasts, through Mayers Co.;| day over WJR. Gordon Baking Co. 
Schwabacher-Frey, 52 spots, through | took over 13 weeks of John Nesbitt’s 
W. Austin Campbell; Associated Oil, early morning five minutes over 
one football game, through Lord & | WXYZ. 
Thomas. | In the midst of heavy business, 
KFI: Chemicals, Inc. (Vano), 20| WWJ dubbed in a public service, un- 
participations in Agnes White's, sponsored broadcast at 8:30 p.m. on 
‘California Kitchen,’ through Bots-| Fridays. Figuring public interest is 
ford, Constantine & Gardner; Red-EE | high in election matters, the half- 
Foods, 52 participations in ‘California hour program, “The People’s Choice,’ 
Kitchen,’ through Flwood Robinson; | divided in three parts—survey, man- 
Lyons Van & Storage, 260 participa- | in-the-street and the Detroit News’ 
tions in Art Baker’s ‘Notebook,’| Washington correspondent—will be 
through BBD&O; Chelsea Cigarets, | continued up to the eve of the Nov. 4 
four participations in Bridge Club, | election. 
through Warwick & Legler; Knudsen | Sept. 21 Compared to Sept. 14 | 








Creamery, four participations in 

‘Note Book,’ through Heintz-Picker- | Network Local National Total 

ing. Units Units Spot Units Units 
KECA: Downtown Business Men’s| 7,465 11,031 4,761 23,257 

Assn., 52 spots; Ford Motor, 13 spots,| 7,640 10,730 4,705 23,075 

through McCann-Erickson; Hoffman |—2.3% +28% +1.2% 

Candy, 28 spots, through Mayers Co. | (Included: CKLW. WIBK, WIR, WMBC, 














partment store) to a huge year’s con- 


Junkin agency; Rival Packing Co, 


Views,’ a quarter-hour local com- 
munity news roundup sold through 
Young & Rubicam; Hub Department 
Store signed for participation in daily 
Studio Party; Sherwood Bros. gaso- 
line, one-minute announcements via 
Van Sant-Dugdale. 


| Sept. 21 Compared to Sept. 14 











Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,420 4,747 2,020 14,197 
7,255 4,667 2,137 14,059 
+2.3% +1.7% —5.5% +1% 


(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 


SEATTLE LOCAL UNITS 


| 





| lers 


Chicago, daily temperature reports, 

through Charles Silver agency, Chi- 
KLZ: Golden Eagle Dry Goods Co., | cago. 

through Wilton W. Mendelsohn} WIND: Vick Chemical, quarter- 

agency, six half-hours weekly, one | hour daily news broadcasts, through 

year; Cinder Concrete Products Co.,| Morse International; Union Life In- 

52 quarter-hour programs, one-a- | surance Co. 15-minute novelty 


tract. 





j | week for 52 weeks; Tivoli Brewing | schedule Monday through Saturday, 


Co.; through Lane-Freiberger agency, | through Morris & Davidson, N. Y,.; 
26 quarter-hours, one-a-week; House- | Harry's New Yorker, 15 minutes 
hold Magazine, through Presba, Fel- | nightly. 

& Presba, 12 quarter-hours; WGN: Hirsch Clothing Co., three 
| Colorado Committee Against Amend-/| station break announcements daily, 
;ment No. 1, through Conner agency, | through Schwimmer & Scott; How- 
six quarter-hours; Willkie Club of} ard Clothes, on Mutual participating 
Colorado, through Max Goldberg | program, ‘Show of the Week,’ weekly 
agency, 12 spots; Chrysler Corp., | half-hour, through Redfield-Johnston; 
through J. Sitrling Getchell, 20 an- | Isbell Restaurants, one station break 
nouncements; Columbia Recording | announcement daily, through Mc- 
Corp., through Benton & Bowles, 24| Junkin; Nelson Bros. Furniture Co., 








AGAIN PUSH UPWARD 


Seattle, Sept. 24. 
which has been 


announcements; Aviation Institute of 
Denver, through Lane-Freiberger 
agency, two spots; Vick Chemical Co., 
through Morse International, 130 








Local business, 


+0.8% | pushing ahead steadily for the past|spots; Rainbow Ballroom, through | weekly, 


| several weeks, again edged upward | Robertson agency, 26 spots; Cottrell 


this time. Total units resultantly 
continued their climb. 

KOL: Good Ship Grace, five even- 
jing half-hours weekly; ‘Shafer Par- 
| ker’ and ‘John Hughes’ stanzas, for- | agency, five half-hours; 20th Century- 
mer five quarter-hours and latter|Fox Film, through Kayton-Spiero, 
six quarter-hours weekly, via Lang-| one spot; Gano-Downs Co., 13 quar- 





, 15 minutes five times weekly, through 

George Hartman agency. 
| WLS: Maca Yeast (Northwestern 
| Yeast Co.), three 15-minute periods 
through Hays MacFarland. 





| Sept. 21 Compared to Sept.14_ | ae 

Network Local National Total Humble Oil’s 6th Year 
Units Units Spot Units Units} Rehind Southwest Game 
9,818 10,621 1,952 22,391 Ss Aobenia Gout Oi 
9,722 106,414 1,915 22,051 yaes Severs Sem Ses 
41% 42% 419% 415% For the sixth consecutive year, 
(included: Humble Oil will sponsor play-by- 


KECA. KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 
KNX) 


FRISCO DOES 





A 29, BRODIE 





San Francisco, Sept. 24. 


NBC's local campaign on behalf of 


the Blue continues to get results, an- 
other coast-wide shot being signa- 
tured this week. Vano, a new 
cleaner, will bankroll two morning 
quarter-hours weekly, using philo- 
sophical comment by Benny Walker. 
KGO, Blue outlet, has also snagged 
Pauson’s clothing for a local quarter- 
hour Wednesday evenings, in shape 
of transcriptions plus a commentator, 
Archie Presby. 

In line with new biz activities, 
KSFO is hammering on precedent- 
setting claims re inauguration of first 
dawn hours at 5:30 a.m., first 5:45 
a.m. newscast, and first use of re- 
recording to edit transcribed outdoor 
events into condensed form for de- 
layed release. 

All outlets scrambling to get into a 
new radio monthly, ‘Radio Way,’ to 


be distributed free by Super Markets | 


with initial circulation of 75,000 
copies. Meantime the radio-shunning 
Oakland Post-Enquirer also will use 
special radio-electrical supplement 
this month-end, which has web 
praisers vieing for favorable breaks. 


| Sept. 21 Compared to Sept. 14 | 








Network Local National . Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,945 4,666 1,999 15,610 
8,830 5,007 1,998 15,935 

4+0.2% —68% ° —2% 





*No change. 
(included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 
KSFO) 


play broadcasts of Southwest Con- 
ference football games on the Texas 
Quality network. On the schedule is 


Saturdays starting on Sept. 28 and 
concluding on Dec. 7. Account was 
placed through Franke-Wilkinson- 
Schiwetz, Inc. Kern Tips and Hal 
Thompson will call the plays. 
Broadcasts are to be heard through 
WOAI here; WBAP, Fort Worth; 
WFAA, Dallas, and KPRC, Houston. 


WMIN Peddles High Schoolers 


Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 
Exclusive privilege to broadcast all 
the St. Paul high school football 
games, which are played in one cen- 
| tral stadium, has been granted to sta- 
tion WMIN. .« 
A local furniture company will 


|sponsor the broadcasts, and on the 
opening night there will be talks by 
ithe commissioner of education and 
the director of high school athletic 


| activities. 








13 games to be played on consecutive 


endorf Bakeries; ‘Sensational Quiz- 
zeis,”, two quarter-hours weekly, via 
Sensation Cigarets; ‘Old Sentinel’ 
series, six quarter-hours weekly, for 
Anderson Buick Co. 

















i | ‘Sep . orn sain % ‘Gane “> 
Clothing Co., through Robertson, two |__ Sept. 21 Compared to Sept. 14 | 
spots. Network Local National Total 
KOA: Studebaker Corp., through| Units Units Spot Units Units 
Roche, Williams & Cunnynham| 9,315 5,711 10,611 25,637 
9,210 5,666 10,577 25,453 
+1.1% +-0.8% +0.3% +0.7% 
(Included: WRBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 

WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 





;ter-hours, ‘Sam Hayes Touchdown 
Tips’; Lever Bros., through Ruthrauff 
|& Ryan, 52 station breaks; Plough, 
|Inc., through Lake, Spiro, Shurman 
| agency, 300 announcements; Standard | 





Dept. Stores, Politics 
Boost Cincy Local % 




















foal Ek Gaamaned ta 44 1 | Motor Co., through Max Goldberg | Cincinnati, Sept. 24. 
| _ Sept. 21 Compared to Sept. 14 | agency, 12 announcements; United| Jumps in all classifications signed 
Network Local National Total | Fuel Co., through Bob Betts agency, | °f the summer season with a hefty 
Units Units Spot Units Units} 26 spots; Oyster Shell Products Co.,| time sales total. Department store 
4,320 12,792 1,397 18,509 | through Brown & Thomas agency, 52| 2¢counts are on the up in the local 
4,240 12,456 1,430 18,126 | announcements; Chevrolet Motors,| racket, which also is getting a 
419% 42.7% 2.3% 4 2.1% |through Campbell-Ewald, 18 an-. goodly share of campaign funds on 
(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA) | noyncements. | both parties’ state tickets. 
; ° KFEL: Rocky Mountain Shoppers | | Sept. 21 Compared to Sept. 14 | 
| Capper Publications On pred i, time mead hee Network Local National Total 
WDZ Kitchen Barn Dance | announcements weekly for three re pos —— antes 
Tuscola, Ill, Sept. 24 |months; Willkie Club of Colorado, 35 4.725 9305 5 479 19.509 
Capper Publications 1s underwrit- | Vas =~ +0.6% 44% } 47 % 43.4% 
ing ee quarter hours a week of the) | Sept. 21 Compared to Sept. 14 | | (Included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, KSA1 
|WDZ Kitchen Barn Dance for its|,., ., ,...; ae 
Household Magazine. Presba, Fell- — sea sabe nan ~ 10, 
ers & Presba is th zency. as oe > 
Same tation is Sant got Mc- | pe a 16s 1,458 12,355 Des Moines Up 2: 0 
Laughlin’s Manor House to sponsor ie = r Rwy wed 7 
| a musical clock daily for 39 weeks. (included: K FEL, KLZ, KOA, KV ‘D) | , Des Moines, Sept. 24. 
— | Upswing here has again been re- 
ae ——————= | sumed, and the units all around 
show a gain except in the local 


THREE MONTH TREND OF STATION BUSINESS 


(For All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’) 


category which remains stable. New 
CBS schedules have already gone 
through, but NBC Blue and Mutual 
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a red to Sept. 
Week Ending Units Week Ending Units Week Ending Units Week Ending Units || Network Lo Total 
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July 27... . 56,646 || July 27.-_. 87,309] ] July 27. -_. 87,240] | July 27... 231195], viacuacas enn oh wud?” 
Aug. 3.... 56,588] ] Aug. 3... 87,745]] Aug. 3... 87,756]| Aug. 3... 232080}. —— 

Aug. 10... . 54,599] ] Aug. 10... 86,147] | Aug. 10_-.- 87,387] Aug. 10... 228133], Studebaker Discs Due 
Aug. 17... . 53,957} | Aug. 17... . 86,836] ] Aug. 17... 87,487] | Aug. 17... 228'280]| Studebaker will be back on the 
Aug. 24... . 53,656] | Aug. 24... . 88,330] | Aug. 24._._ 87,711] | Aug. 24. _. 229/697 || SPot_list this fall. It’s again mak- 
Aug. 31... . 54,003 } | Aug. 31... . 90,930] | Aug. 31... _ 87,671 } | Aug. 31. __ 232.604 || 2%, )5-minute musical transcriptions, 
Sept. 7... . 54,214]] Sept. 7.... 90,291] ] Sept. 7... 89,046] | Sept. 7... 233'551 1 | proturcr Broadcasting System the 
| Sept.14.... 54,329] 1 Sept.14____ 91,652] ] Sept.14____ 89,306 Sept.14__-_ 235,287 Account has been about the most 
| Sept. 21... .53,470 Sept. 21... .94,287 Sept. 21... .90,591 Sept. 21. _ _ 238,348 || consistent of the auto manufacturers 
‘ | pte Aol of this type of radio mer- 











2S REI 











RETMRES. 9: LD 





ke 





7 ONE 


Wednesday, September 25, 1940 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 47 











Competitive Tricks of Pluggers 





NBC has imposed a strict dead- 
line as to the time that a name 
pand leader on remote feed may sub- 
mit a number for airing on his next 
program. Not only must the band 
leader get his added number in by 
3 o'clock the same day but he is 
barred from pulling at the same time 
a tune which he had previously 
listed. What prompted the new rule 
was the discovery that contactmen 
for music publishers were phoning 
in such additions. As the result of 
an investigation conducted by the 
networks two films had their No. 1 
songs barred from NBC for several 
days last week. 

The contactmen involved denied 
that they had resorted to any ruse 
but had done the phoning at the re- 
quest of the band leaders. NBC 
charged that the contacteers had 
represented themselves as the man- 
agers of the bands concerned, but 
this the contactmen hauled up on 
the carpet by NBC’s program de- 
partment also stoutly denied. The 
bandleaders themselves, when ques- 
tioned by the same NBC executive, 
stated that they did not recall au- 
thorizing the contactmen’s actions, 

Publishers declare that the prac- 
tice of phoning in numbers in be- 
half of leaders is nothing new but 
that what makes this sort of be- 
havior highly dubious at this time 


Draw NBC Rule on Deadline 





Barbirolli’s Cuffo 


Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 24. 

John Barbirolli raised $3,800 for 
the Red Cross at a symphony concert 
here at which his wife, Evelyn, 
served as oboe soloist. ‘Conductor 
has summered here, loafing and writ- 
ing and guest-conducted the Van- 
couver Symphony. as ‘his contribu- 
tion to the war effort,’ 

Members of the orchestra pre- 











sented him with a silver cigaret box 
on his departure, 


METRO LIKELY 
TO RENEW WITH 
ASCAP 


Final chapter of the Metro music- 








| BMI negotiations was marked with 


the return of every sheet of music 


| published through the years by the 


particularly is the relations prevail- | 
ing between the networks and mem- | 


bers of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. 
Any untoward incident, they point 
out, is bound to meet with severe 
retaliation from the networks. 
There have been times that 
tactmen have phoned in numbers 
which weren’t theirs but were be- 
ing plugged by some firm in a drive 
to get to the top of the week’s most 
played list. The intent in this case 


Pan. 


hours of the same evening's sched- 
ule, Under such circumstances the 
rival firm not only lost out on the 
plugs but had already been spotted 
by other leaders but didn’t get a 
break on the late phone-in since the 
leaders mentioned in the latter call 
knew nothing about it. 





U.S. RECORDS SEEKS TO 
RECOVER MASTER DISCS 


The U. S. Record Corp., 
(Tues.), applied to the Federal 
court of Pennsylvania for an order 
forcing referee William K. Goldstein 
to hold a preliminary hearing on its 
plea that certain masters, records, 
and stampers, belong to it, and not 
to the Scranton Record Music Co 
Order permitting the application to 
the Pennsylvania court was granted 
Monday (23) by N. Y. Federal Judge 
Vincent L. Leibell. 

U. S. Record Corp., filed an ap- 
Plication for reorganization Sept. 5 
in the N. Y. Federal court. The two 
largest assets consisted of masters, 
mothers, and stampers, in possession 
of the Scranton Record Music Corp.., 
and pledged against two loans total- 
Ing $20,000 by the Pilgrim Trust Co 
The petition states that an argument 
has arisen between the Scranton 
outfit and U. S. Record, and that the 
Scranton firm, which filed a bank- 
Tuptey petition on August 31, 


yesterday 


stampers, etc., free and clear of any 


obligation it has to U. S. Record. On| 


Sept. 18 an attempt was made to 
institute proceedings before referee 
Goldstein, who denied an application 
for a preliminary hearing and or- 
dered U. S. Record to file proof of 
Its claim, 


This led to the application 


to. 
Judge Leibell in an attempt to g0/ tra, Inc., 


Robbins, Feist and Miller music firms. 
These were taken over to Broadcast 
Music, Inc., at the inception of ne- 
gotiations, to indicate how extensive 
were the copyright holdings. Metro 
wanted some $4,000,000 for its three 
firms. 

This is about the ‘convircer’ to the 
fact that a possible special perform- 
ing rights deal probably will never 
be worked out and the Metro-Rob- 
bins firms will renew with ASCAP. 





VILLA MORET-ROBBINS’ 


was to induce the network to block | 
out the performance of the rival's | 
drive song for the next two or three | 


is | 
seeking to sell the masters, records, | 


SUIT VS. JERRY VOGEL 





| 
i 
‘ 


HEAR RIVAL VIEWS 
AT LUNCHEONS 


Russ Morgan-Paul Specht 

Take Initiative to Get 
Together 
With Executives of Two. 





Bandleaders 


Music Camps 





‘IT’S NO STUNT’ 





By ABEL GREEN 


Russ Morgan and his personal rep- 
resentative, Paul Specht, himself a 
pioneer maestro, are putting the 
bandleaders in the middle of the 
fight between the National Assn. of 
Broadeasters versus the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. Starting with an open- 
forum letter to Variety a fortnight 
ago, Morgan has written some 50 
bandleaders in and around the New 
York-New Jersey-Connecticut sector 
to attend two luncheons, respectively 
hosted by ASCAP and BMI, this and 
next week, at which the various 
music-radio issues will be aired. 

Tomorrow (Thursday) ASCAP and 
its general manager, John G. Paine, 
will play host at Toots Shor’s res- 
taurant, and next Monday (30), at 


|@ restaurant to be designated, the 
| Broadcast Music, Inc., bunch (Sidney | casters will know which is a non- 
| M. Kaye, George Marlo, Billy Chand- | ASCAP number. 


ller, et al.) will 
their 
| maestros. 


| 
| 


| 


j 
| 


] 


‘ ce 

Villa Moret and Robbins Music | 
Corp. filed suit yesterday (Tues.) in 
N. Y. federal court against Jerry 


Vogel Music Corp. claiming infringe- | 


ment, through publication since 1926, 
of a song calied ‘Lay My Head Be- 
neath a Rose.’ Song was originally 
written in 1908 by Grant Falkenstein 
and W. Madison. 

The writers in 1926 sold their 
rights Moret, and granted him 
permission to make a-new arrange- 
ment of it. Moret, in 1939, granted 
Robbins exclusive rights until 


to 


a Gene Buck Pooh-Poohs BMI 


1944. | 


The defendants are accused of hav-| 


ing infringed since 1926. An injunc- 


tion, accounting of profits and dam- | 


ages is sought. 


Cleveland Ballroom Buys 
Radio Time for Buildup 


——) 


Cleveland, Sept. 24. 


Trianon Ballroom is buying time 
from WTAM to build up res:dent 
band for the first time when Charlie 
Spivak becomes house bandmaster 
Sept. 28 for six weeks, with three 
or four radio shots per 

For one-night bows during that 
period at his spot Charlie Horvath Is 
penciling Ted Fio-Rita for Sept 29, 
Jack Teagarden Oct. 13, with Rus: 


Morgan and Charlie Barnet on fol- 
lowing Sunday nights. November 
deals for Benny Goodman and Jan 
Savitt will boost “gate to $1.25, as 
result of experiment with Tommy 
Dorsey at that scale week ago Sun- 
day. Despite usually warm weather, 
| Dorsey pulled 3,000 dancers, taking 
away $1,700 as his own share, 








_Teagarden’s Corporation | eve 


Albany, N. Y., Sept. 24. 
| Jack Teagarden And His Orches- 
has been chartered to con- 


Over Goldstein’s head in securing! quct a business in organizing and 


relief, 





t Sally LaPerch, trumpet player, 
ormerly with Ben Pollack and Hap- 
i Felton, has withdrawn from 
in mice Spitalny outfit at Ohio Villa 
: Cleveland to join house crew at 
aino theatre, Pittsburgh. 


|managing bands, etc., in New York. 
| Directors, each holding one share, 
lare: Jack Teagarden, Edna Teagar- 
den and Paul C. Wimblen, New York 
| City. Capital stock is 100 shares, no 
par value 

Andrew 
attorney, 


D. Weinberger was filing 


By WILLIS WERNER 
San Francisco, Sept. 24. 
‘We're not here to fight BMI, | 
| we're here to show the folks just 


/music at 


} 
| 


| music. 


likewise set forth 


side of the picture 


a 


ASCAP, BMI MEET MAESTROS 








Jack Carney at GAC 


Jack Carney, recently with Music 
/Corp. of America’s radio depart- 
| ment, has shifted to General Amuse- 








he’ll sell Class B bands for location 
jobs. 

He was with GAC before going to 
MCA, but worked in radio sales. 


DECCA COOL 
TO BMI TUNES 
FOR DISCS 


RCA Victor has now started 
recording BMI tunes but Decca still 
is of the opinion that the songs don’t 
warrant waxing. Columbia’s disks 
(Okeh, Vocalion and Columbia) of 
|course have been the most prolific 
|recorders, and even go so far as to 
‘have the BMI connotation on the 
jlabel, so that, in the future, when 
|and if a crisis eventuates, the broad- 











Broadcast Music, Ine. seeks to 


to the | read another meaning into the Decca 


|coolness to BMI tunes by virtue of 


The prime concern that maestros | the fact that Herman Starr, chair- 
|like Morgan have lies in the fact | man of the ASCAP radio committee, 
i\they have built up valuable music | and head of the Warner Bros. music} took their story to the public in an- 


libraries, running into the tens of 
thousands of dollars, replete with 
many old and familiar compositions 
—which, of course, means ASCAP 
The broadcasters’ edict that 
Dec. 31, 1940, may see the termina- 
tion of ASCAP contracts, and urging 
at least one ‘non-ASCAP number 
per broadcast,’ started this concern; 
and last week came the request for 


three non-ASCAPers per broadcast. | arrangement 


(Continued on page 50) 


| publishing interests, is also a direc- | 


itor of Decca Records, Inc, 





‘Madame LaZonga’ set to roll. 
by himself and arranger Toots Ca- 
marata, and called ‘She’s the Queen 
of the Conga, But.’ Dorsey band is 
| remaking its ‘John Silver’ record of 
three years ago because its initial 
has been improved 





| 
; upon, 





~ 


In San Francisco For ASCAP Day at Fair He Sounds 
Off on ‘Mr. Klauber’s Baby’ 


what ASCAP has to offer. So far as 
I'm concerned, BMI doesn’t exist.’ 


Pacing his St. Francis hotel suite, 


Gene Buck, ASCAP prexy, com- 
mented on ASCAP-BMI relations, 
currently spotlighted here by a 


parade of talent on ‘ASCAP Day’ at 
the San Francisco Fair (24) 


‘BMI doesn’t mean a thing All 
my friends want to know why I don’t 
fight BMI. BMI hit peak at the 
network-dominated N.A.B. conven 
tion in this same hotel It’s ge 
downhill now and I wouldn’t even 
bother to throw ashes on the trail.’ 

What about aj] those. stations 
which have signed with BMI? Buck 
laughed. ‘The finest thing in the 


world would be the end of ASCAP 
midnight on New Year’s 
eve. Let ’em all play their public 
domain and amateur’ music, I 
couldn't ask anything better!’ 
Scant possibility of such 
ntuality exists in fact, as 
sees it. He said that individual sta- 


an 


tions were continuing to sign up with 
ASCAP but for the sake of harmony 
nothing much was being said about 
iit. He hinted also that even some 
of the network boys weren't too 


} Today 


,;something to say in this 
They’re going to want to know pretty 
soon just what Bing Crosby is go- 
ing to sing or what’s going to be 
played between Jack Benny’s jokes. 


ment Corporation. At the latter spot- 





| ASCAP 


| 


Jimmy Dorsey has a sequel to | 
It’s | topped the New York delegation, 


Berlin to Appeal U.S. Tax Decision 
On Old-Tune Rewrites for Pictures 


+ 


Battle between Irving Berlin and 
the U. S. Internal Revenue depart- 
ment over classification of income 
from songs written for films will be 
appealed to the Circuit court in the 
New York district, O’Brien, Driscoll 
and Raftery, the tunesmith's attor- 
neys, declared this week. Berlin 
was kayoed two weeks ago by the 
U. S. Board of Tax Appeals. 


Songwriter, who the Government 
claims owes $11,092 on his 1935 re- 
turn, maintained that songs created 
for particular pictures or shows can 
be treated as ‘capital assets,’ or as 
‘capital gain,’ and against it ‘capi- 
tal losses’ can be deducted. Tax 
board decreed all compensation from 
such source was ‘income’ and subject 
to full tax. Despite Berlin’s testi- 
mony that he rewrote songs com- 
posed years earlier, tunes he had on 
hand and never used, he still was 
legally an ‘employee.’ Numbers were 
for RKO’s ‘Top Hat.’ 


ASCAP’S FRISCO 
REPLY T0 N.AB. 


San Francisco, Sept. 24. 
Several hundred G’s_ worth 
talent was on parade 
| Treasure Island today as tunesmiths 








of 
at 


swer to BMI’s campaign which got 
under way here at the recent NAB 
convention, Gene Buck himself 


| training in Friday night to do some 
|}advance spadework, which included 
la 100-cover press luncheon at Hotel 
St. Francis Monday (23). Invitations 
in shape of 150-word telegrams were 
| dispatched to newspapers over the 


| 
| 


| week-end. 


} 
| 


| 


nett. 


On the train with Buck were Mrs. 
Buck, W. C. Handy, Peter DeRose, 
Mae Singhi Breen, Billy Hill, Dave 
Stamper, Jean Schwartz, Dr. Howard 
Hanson and mother and Ernie Burt- 
Others who have trekked in to 
conduct, sing, play or otherwise 


JUL LE ; 


| a 2 
sample the ASCAP catalog for bene- 


| ‘And what are your concert sing- | 


ers going to sing? 
be for John Charles Thomas or 
Grace Moore or any of the rest of 


them to broadcast without ASCAP 
music? Why, the whole thing is 
Silly The broadcasters ve just 
built up a straw man and are punch- 
ng it around.’ 

Buck recalled meetings between 
ASCAP and the broadcasters in the 
midst of which Klauber, CBS v.p., 
howed up with the BMI theory. 

‘There’s nothing personal in my 
comment,’ Buck added. ‘The ASCAP 
door is always open—but we're not 


going around knocking on any doors.’ 

Buck, who trained in Friday night, 
was hosted to lunch Saturday by 
George Creel. Monday he presided 
at an ASCAP luncheon for the press. 
(Tuesday) sees the ASCAP 


| gang guesting at a cocktail party be- 


Buck | 


tween shows on the Island. 


‘What will there | 


Wednes- | 
day the Bohemian Club tosses a feed | tonight 


fit of the local public include Mr 
and Mrs. Albert von Tilzer, Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard Hageman, Albert Hay 
Malotte, Johnny Mercer, Bert Kal- 
mar, Joe Howard, Irving Berlin, 


|George M. Cohan, Jimmy McHugh, 
matter, | ’ 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Ruby, Charles 
Wakefield Cadman, Deems Taylor, 
Carrie Jacobs Bond, Harry Arm- 
strong, Edwin McArthur, John 
Charles Thomas, L. Wolfe Gilbert, 
Arthur Freed, Judy Garland and 
party, Ann Ronell, Mr. and Mrs. 


Harry Warren, Oscar Hammerstein 
II, Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Kern, Mr. 
and Mrs. Sigmund Romberg, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hoagy Carmichael, Walter Don- 


aldson, Ralph Rainger, Jimmy Mon- 
aco, Lee S. Roberts, William Grant 
Still and others. 

Two performances are scheduled, 
one in the afternoon at which vari- 
ous conductors will lead the S. F. 
Symphony ork in their own works 
and one in the evening, in form ef 


an all-out jam session with all pres- 
ent contribbing. If weather holds, 
both affairs will be out of doors in 


Federal Plaza. 


Teddy Powell Ushers In 





New Famous Door Regime 


Famous Door, New York, reopens 
(Wednesday) with Teddy 


for Buck and Thursday he and his) Powell’s new band, and backed by 


wife chug homeward. 


Harry Maizlish, of KFWB, Holly-| 


wood, wired requests for a line feed 


| creditors. 


i|from the Island during the ASCAP | 
show, with KYA, Hearst outlet here, | 


' 


{happy over BMI, but were in a po-| 


sition where they could do nothing 
but ‘string along with Mr. Klauber’s 


| baby.’ 


‘After all.’ Buck pointed out, ‘the 


hic acive é are 


o a are going to have 


, bility that the two 
, hookup to air 


also made overtures, 
would 


portion of the pro- 


stations 


oy 


a 
ceedings. At press time, however, 
final arrangements. had not been 


completed, 


‘me « 


with possi- | 


ij} him. Door has been closed all sume 


mer, since being forced to shutter by 
It has been refurbished 
completely for Powell’s bow. Ditto 
Powell's band, which has only one 
of its former men, Band’s two sing- 
ers, Ruth Tayior and Jimmy Blair, 
are also holdovers. 

Floor show will consist of Sid 
Tomac and Reese Bros. and Al Siegal 
and Connie Russell, protege of his 








Lar a mie fee a: pense, 
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Proposes That 5,000 Refugee Musicians 
Be Scattered Throughout America 


| hotels 


| 

Milwaukee, Sept. 24. | 

Refugee musicians now largely 
concentrated in New York City will 
be distributed throughout the nation | 
under plans being worked out by the 
Mational Federation of Music Clubs, 
whose membership comprises 5,000 
groups scattered through every part | 
of the United States. Mrs. Vincent | 
Hilles Ober, of Norfolk, Va., presi- | 





- dent of the federation, pointed out 


to the board of directors meeting | 
here at the Hotel Pfister that New | 
York, highly competitive anyway, 
is now congested with the refugee 
artists and can hardly be expected 
to absorb this vast amount of talent, 
while their distribution under a 
comprehensive plan will be of ‘in- 
estimable cultural value’ to the na- 
tion as a whole without shutting off 
opportunities for native artists. 

‘Many a musical enterprise in 
other sections of the country lagsf 
because competent men are not 
available there,’ said Mrs. Ober, ‘and 
the wealth of talent the European 
crisis has sent us can be effectively 
used to build up musical organiza- 
tions in many communities.’ 

Promising assistance to the Na- 
tional Refugee service, the federa- 
tion directors outlined a survey by 
state presidents and all their clubs 
to investigate immediately and sup- 
pl, detailed information as_ to 
the type of musicians who can 
be used in various localities, so that 
refugees may be distributed at the 
earliest possible moment. 


CRAWFORD 
MUSIC SALE 
GOES COLD 


Lew Brown and Ray Henderson's 

















Sheet Biz Leaps 


Sheet music business has been 
picking up strongly in the past three 
weeks. Last weekend orders, che 
jobbers report, represented the big- | 
gest turnover that the industry has 
experienced since last winter. 

Of much help to the recovery has | 
been the appearance on the list of | 
several exception-lly commercial | 
tunes. 


Freeze ASCAP 
Ratings Until 
System Shifts 


For the second consecutive quar- 
ter of this year there will be no 
change in the availability ratings of 
the publisher contingent in the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers. The current 
quarter for ASCAP members ends 
Sept. 30 and the royalty checks for 
it will go out in the mail the second 
weak of October. Board of direc- 
tors meets tomorrow (Thursday) 
and the size of the royalty checks 
will probably be determined by their 
decision to deduct a chunk of the 
quarter’s collection as a reserve in 
the forthcoming fight with radio 
over the new licensing contract. 

Reason given for freezing the rat- 
ings for the second quarter of this 
year was that the availability com- 
mittee favored making no changes 
while an attempt was made to find 
ways of improving the publishers’ 
system of classification. The com- 
mittee now feels that it had re- 
moved the underlying cause for com- 
plaint from among the publisher 
faction when early in the year it 














dicker with Max and Louis Drey- 
fus for the Crawford Music Co. has | 
fallen through. Understood that the | 
Dreyfuses are not interested in any | 
deal that doesn’t bring them a huge 


Another Dreyfus-owned catalog in 
which Brown and Henderson have 
evinced an interest is Marlo Music | 
Corp. Primary motive in this in- 
stance is the membership it would 


bring in ASCAP. 


The Dreyfuses want what they 
paid for the firm plus 6% interest. 
The Crawford turnover to them sev- 
eral years ago cost $175,000 plus sev- 
eral thousand dollars in debts out- 
standing which had not been in- 


cluded in the original list of liabili- | 


ties. 


BYRON GAY’S $250,000 
SUIT OVER “THE VAMP’ 


A $250,000 suit in the N. Y. su- 
preme court by Bryon Gay against 
Robbins Music Corp., Leo Feist, Inc., 
and 20th Century-Fox Film, was re- 
vealed Monday (23) when the plain- 
tiff applied for the right to examine 
Abe Olman, assistant secretary of 
Robbins and Feist, and William C. 
Michael, executive v.p. of the film 
company before trial. Breach of 
contract is the basis for the action. 

Gay composed ‘The Vamp’ and 
made a royalty agreement with Will 
Rossiter on the song. Latter was 
granted the publishing and mechani- 
cal rights only, allegedly. Some time 
after the agreement was made, Ros- 








siter turned over his rights to Feist, | 


which company is controlled by 
Robbins, plaintiff claims. Since that 
time neither Feist nor Robbins have 
paid royalties, and it is alleged the 
music firms turned the song over to 
20th-Fox and it was used in ‘Rose of 
Washington Square.’ An injunction, 
accounting of profits, and damages 
of $250,000 are sought. 





Frisco Dance Takings 


San Francisco, Sept. 24. 
Two bands broke records here on 
the same weekend. Artie Shaw 
pulled 813 covers on his first Satur- 
day and 433 Sunday, to hang up a 
new Rose Room high at the Palace. 
Henry Busse topped the year’s take 
at Sweet’s ballroom, Oakland, witha 
one-night gross of $1,800, represent- | 
ing 2,535 steppers. 





put through a series of drastic 
changes in availability. Also that 
if there are any inequities they can 


| only be of negligible percentage and | 


portion of the sale price in cash, | *Pa* anyway the interim has failed | 


to account for any marked shift in 
any firm’s availability rating. Avail- 
| ability takes into consideration the 
relative value of a member’s cataleg 
to the Society. 





Jerry Vogel Withdraws 
Claim to ‘Soldiers’ 


Jerry Vogel has withdrawn from 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers his claim to 
credit for a copyrighted special ar- 
rangement of ‘Soldiers in the Park.’ 
Vogel had been under the impres- 
sion that this number was in the 
|public domain. 
| ‘Soldiers’ is from the score of ‘A 
Runaway Girl’ which Lionel Monck- 
ton wrote and Chappell & Co. copy- 
righted in 1898. When it came to 
renewal Chappell registered the 
score as a whole and not the in- 
dividual numbers. Since there was 
no record of a renewal of ‘Soldiers,’ 
Vogel concluded that the right had 
been allowed to lapse in the public 
domain. 

E. B. Marks, apparently under the 
Same impression, later got out an 
edition of its own on ‘Soldiers in 
the Park.’ 





‘Vendor’s Song’ Suit Ends 


A suit by Jack and Joseph Kam- 
men, doing business as J. J. Kammen 
Music Co., Inc., against Edward B. 
,Marks Music Corp., Gregory Stone, 
Lester O’Keefe, and the RCA Manu- 
| facturing Co., was settled and dis- 
‘continued out of the N. Y. federal 
court Saturday (21). The action 
sought damages for alleged infringe- 
ment. 

Joseph Kammen in 1929 composed 
}a song entitled ‘Beigelach, Koift, 
| Beigelach.’ In 1939 he granted rights 
to RCA to make recordings of the 
song. It is claimed that the de- 
fendants plagiarized the plaintiffs’ 





| ciation 


' rooms, 


; CLEVELAND SCALE AS IS 





Promise to Use More Locals Enough 
For Union 





Cleveland, Sept. 24. 
Differences between downtown 
and musicians’ local, which 
had threatened to hike their scale 
from $2 to $3 an hour per man, were 
ironed out last week. Salary jump 


| was called off by Lee Repp, union’s 


prez, when the hotel managers’ asso- 
agreed to use more Cleve- 
land bands in their dance-dinery 
Argument about hostelries 
not giving home-town talent a break 
was brought up in mid-summer 
when one hotel brushed off a local 
maestro, who beefed, by closing its 
supper-club and importing an out- 
of-town quartet for adjoining cock- 
tail room. 

Cleveland Hotel made initial con- 
cession to union on new understand- 
ing by placing Gene Beecher's band, 
a home product, in its Bronze Room. 
Outfit booked for only about six 
weeks, with Paul Pendarvis’ crew 
being slated for Oct. 10, coming from 
Minneapolis. Hollenden gave an- 
other break to localite, George Duffy, 
whose orchestra’ wound up seven 
weeks at Vogue Room to reopen Neil 
House’s Century Room in Columbus, 
O., tomorrow (19). Carter Hotel’s 








15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Sept. 21, 1940) 
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Network Plugs, 


SAM.tol AM. 





Following is a totalization of the 


Monday through Sunday (Sept. 








combined plugs of current tunes on 


NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
16-22). 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m, to 1 a.m, 
denotes film song, ¢ stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 


Total represents accumulated 
Symbol * 


Petite Cafe to try out a Cleveland listings. 
string ensemble, auditioning several GRAND 
of them now, after current engage- TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
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|panies. In the first two releases | —— =a bk tins 5K = a 
for example, the voices of Raoul 


Jobin and Leonard Warren could be 
| recognized, so it can be assumed 
that others such as Norman Cordon, 


Arthur Caron, etc., will be in the 
| future recordings. While _ these 
isingers are by no means mediocre | 


| if present standards of singing are 
'adopted, they probably cannot com- 


pare with the recordings available of | 


Pons, Martinelli, Pinza, Kipnis, 


lumbia catalogues, purchasable 
at $1. 

Since most of the record stores are 
}cutting on the list price, records of 
celebrity singers are available from 
75 cents up, 


| 


so much a difference as to warrant 
purchase. 

Then criticism is 
‘surface’ of the recordings, which 
becomes tinny and metallic when 
played several times. 
dominates, suggesting the recordings 
were made in a large, empty hall, 
and not under the best of present 
day recording systems. The task of 


directed at the 


as compared with the} 
58 cents a record in these sets, not! 


An echo pre-| 


Ban Noise Wagons : 





Detroit, Sept. 24. 
One of the favored ballyhoo meth- 
ods here has been ruled out by the 
City Council which has practically 
ordered sound trucks out of Detroit. 





juke boxes which brought numer- 
|}ous complaints from mothers that 
the blaring music woke their babies 
|up during afternoon naps and gripes 
from other citizens led to the action. 

The new. Detroit ordinance for- 
bids the use of sound cars on any 
through streets, main thoroughfares, 
any streets with car lines and bans 
them entirely from the downtown 
business district. 

The sound wagons recently hit a 
new high here during the political 
campaign when dozens of candidates 


rented them from the numerous 
companies here dealing in such 
equipment. On top of their use by 


theatres and politicos the sound 
cars have been used by unions in 
keeping up spirit and _ directing 
strikers, 


abbreviating the operas also _ is 
| criticized, as in the case of ‘Faust’ 
;where the principal tenor and so- 
prano arias were omitted, several 
important duets left out. and the 
|parts of Valentine and Siebel dis-| 


| carded as non-existent, in favor of | 


recording of orchestral versions of 
the opera. Unless there is a decided 
pick up in the quality of the next 
releases, the proposed goal of 1,000,- 
000 sales will probably not be 
reached. The orchestra is that of 
the Met under the baton of Wilifred 
Pelletier. 





Woody Herman’s band has changed 
its closing theme tune for the fifth 
;or sixth time. Each time one of the 
men in the band writes a new tune 
that looks like it can become some 
sort of hit, the number is arranged 





song in ‘Who'll Buy My Bublichki’ or} and recorded, and inserted as the 


RCA made records of that song also, 


An injunction, accounting of profits,! by the Moon.’ 


and 2c damages for each record sold 
were asked. 


‘The Street Vendor’s Song,’ and that! band’s closing theme to plug it as 


much as possible. New one is ‘Music 
Some past ones were 


| ‘Blue Evening,’ “Woodchopper’s 


; Ball,’ and ‘Blues on Parade.’ 





Connelly, Dash Stil 
Awaiting That $20,000 


Some $20,000 in funds to be trans- 
ferred from London for the use of 
Reg Connelly and Irwin Dash is stil] 
in the state of negotiation, delayed 


_by the present blitzkrieg. While 
| Connelly and Dash don’t need this 
| directly for the acquisition of Supe- 
|rior Music catalog, which firm 
'they’re buying as a U. S. adjunct, 
| Connelly wanted that money for re- 
| serve. The London banking authori- 
| ties have stated they will endeavor 
to transmit these funds, 

Meantime, Connelly, his wife and 
son, planed to Nassau on a holiday. 








| Bjorling, etc., in the Victor or Co- | T° plentiful use of the traveling 


Odd Situation in Seiacies 
Action for Bankruptcy; 
| Retains His Accordion 





Syracuse, Sept. 24. 

When a musician runs into trouble 
with the business world, there are 
apt to be complications. Tony Sa- 
lotto, local night club accordionist, 
is involved in a bankruptcy proceed- 
ing. He claimed his $875 accordion 
|should be exempted from his list of 
assets as it is one of the tools of his 


trade. The court ordered him to 
bring the instrument with him to 
|Prove his skill as a professional 
| musician. 

When he walked in with the ac- 
cordion, an attorney for the music 
concern from whom he had pur- 
chased the instrument, greeted him. 

‘If the court exempts the accord- 
ion as an asset,’ the attorney told 
| Tony, ‘we’re going to repossess it 
You’re behind in your payments and 
you still owe $500 on it.’ 

Tony was the horns of the well 
| known diliemna. When the court 
asked him to play a tune, the only 
|tune he could think of was: ‘T'll 
| Never Smile Again.’ 

But, now, for the happy egding: 
The court was satisfied with his 
|playing, ruled him a_ professional 
|musician and exempted the accord- 
ion from the assets. 

| And the hard-hearted music house 
| attorney was so moved by Tony’s 
| playing that he announced his client 
| would be ready to make a new 
|agreement with Tony for payment 
on the balance owed on the instru- 
ment, 








Four Rhythm Boys went into Ho- 
tel Roosevelt’s Lounge Cafe, Pitts- 
burgh, Monday (23), succeeding 
| Kaaihue Hawaiian troupe. Later to 
|Adolphus Hotel in Dallas. Placed 
| by Joe Hiller for CRA. 
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Charlie Barnet Fights Consolidated: 


Involves Mrs. Kramer of Edison 


—_—___-_—> 


Charlie Barnet started his long 
awaited attempt to nullify the man- 
agement contract between himself 
and Consolidated Radio Artists last 
week. Summons In the suit, which 
has not been filed as yet, was served 
on CRA Thursday (19), and was 
‘welcomed with open arms, accord- 
ing to one of its officials. Suit 
doesn’t involve any cash damages, 
but calls for an accounting of the 
gross monies earned by Barnet’s 
hand and the amounts taken by CRA 
in commissions over an unspecified 


+ 





British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending Aug. 31) 
Singing Hills.......,...Connelly 





Nee reer er ee Chappell 
Care. BOC VOU... éacseadas Day 
a Maurice 
Fools Rush In........ Cavandish 
pel gs a. Maurice 
In Love Again.......... Maurice 
Woodpecker Song........... Sun 
oo Se rrr .. Wood 
Dont Breer Cry.i.. secs ...Wood 





back period. It also seeks to cancel 
the agreement between the two 
parties on the basis of fraud. CRA | 
has 20 days to file answer. Prob- | 
lem is to be decided in N. Y. su- 
preme court. ; 

Barnet’s contract with the agency 
is for 10 years as of last March 14, 
and calls for 20% commissions on 
all dates, whereas the usual con- 
tract between a band and a book- 
ing agency calls for different com- 
mission amounts in various fields, 
one-nighters, theatres, radio, records, 
etc. Leader explains that the 20% 
agreement was the result of his last 








SAVITT PAYS 
$29,000 FOR 
RELEASE 


Music Corporation of America and 








date at the Lincoln hotel, New York, 
owned by Mrs. Maria Kramer. Says | 
that on his first stand there last | 
February his band was losing money | 
in order to play the date. That he | 
later signed the n2w 10-year pact, 
on the understanding that Mrs. | 
Kramer was to get half of the 20% 
in order to allow her to bring him | 
back in June and pay him enough | 
salary so that he wouldn't lose 
money. In short, the extra 10% was 
to be paid CRA, who was to pay it 
to Mrs. Kramer so she could raise 
Barnet’s salary enough for him to 
break even. Band went back into 
the hotel in June under that ar- 
rangement amd allegedly failed to 
have its salary raised even though 
Mrs. K. was supposedly being paid 
her 10%. Result was the band had 
to cut its date there short, in order 
to go out on road and replenish its 
bank balance. 

Though James C. Petrillo, prez of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians told VARIETY last week that he 
had ordered Barnet to abide by the 
terms of his contract with CRA, the 
band is still at the Fiesta Danceteria, | 
N. Y. Fiesta date was booked with- 
out CRA’s help and directly in op- 
position to one-night stands that the 
agency had lined up for the band, 
to be played during the same pe- 
riod. AFM is -ither too busy with 
its dispute with AGMA, or has 
been stopped from lifting Barnet’s 
membership card for disregarding 
its orders by the threat of an in- 
junction if it tries to rip 
leader’s license to work. Such an 
answer is supposed to have been 
given Petrillo by Sam Gottlieb, law- 
yer Barnet has retained to handle 
the suit against CRA. At any rate 


the band is still working at the | 
Fiesta in full defiance of AFM 
orders. 


In the *meantime ballroom op€ra- 
tors who bought Barnet’s band from 
CRA, for the dates that are now 
under discussion, are stirring. An- 
drew Perry, op of the Empire Ball- 
room, Allentown, Pa., was in N. Y. 
last week to retrieve a deposit he 
had forwarded to CRA on a Barnet 
stop at his dancery down for to- 
night (Wednesday). Howard Hobbs, 
of Mahoney City, Pa, who also 
booked the band, told N. Y. band 
agency friends last week he was go- 
ing to start suit against Barnet for 
$1,000 for loss of goodwill, prestige 
and the expense of advertising the 
date. Ray Hartenstein, op of Sunny- 
brook Ballroom, Pottstown, Pa., re- 
leased Barnet from his commitment 
and has already substituted Dick 
Stabile. 

Barnet’s band goes into the Danc- 
ing Campus at the N. Y. World’s 
Fair Oct. 2, following the current 
Gene Krupa. It was also booked 
without CRA’s help. 





KRUPA’S EXPO HYPO 

Gene Krupa’s orchestra kicked 
Over all attendance records at the 
Dancing Campus, N. Y. World’s Fair, 
for two days Saturday and Sunday 
(21-22) and, according to Campus’ 
management has set the best record 
of any outfit to play there since the 
dancery opened. In the two days 
Krupa drew 19,720 at 25c, 10,782 Sat- 


urday and 8,938 Sunday. He had set | 


2 new Sunday high the previous 
week with 8,700. 


Krupa puts on another drumming | 


contest for amateur skinbeaters next 
Sunday (29). Prizes are various 
Parts of drumming paraphernalia. 


| management 


Jan Savitt bought the latter’s or- 
chestra management contract from 
Consolidated Radio Artists last week 
for a _ reputed $25,000. Savitt’s 
crew, currently at the New York 
Paramount theatre, shifts to MCA 
immediately. Deal 
called for $12,500 when the contract 
changed hands Monday (23) and the 
rest within five months. 

Entire cost of the switch to MCA 
will be borne by Savitt. He pro- 
duced all of the initial payment 
via a $12,500 loan from MCA. Ad- 
vance will be repaid to MCA by two 
box office orders for $2,500 apiece 
on Savitt’s current date at the Par- 
amount theatre, New York, and the 
rest by increasing the band’s com- 
mission payments to its new agency 
by 5% on all dates. Savitt will pay 
CRA the remaining $12,500 in in- 
stalments. It’s the same sort of an 
arrangement under which Russ Mor- 
gan’s contract was recently bought 
by MCA from the same opposition 
agency and for the same price. Sa- 
vitt’s contract with CRA was for 
five years as of June, 1939, and still 
had almost four years to run. 

General Amusement Corp. was 
also in the picture to buy Savitt’s 
contract, but bowed out before ne- 
gotiations went very far. Early this 


spring it had been rumored that Sa- | 


vitt was about to buy up his book- | cluded among the charges is that the | 


ing rights 
came of it. 


MANIE SACKS LEAVES 
MCA, JOINS COLUMBIA 


Manie Sacks leaves Music Corp. of 
America the end of this week (28) 
and is expected to join the Columbia 
Record Corp. as head of its popular 
record department, headquartering in 
New York. He will not replace any- 
body, rather taking a newly created 
position as buyer and handler of all 
talent on the 35c Okeh and 50c Co- 
lumbia labels. Joe Higgins remains, 
not being disturbed by Sacks’ joining. 

Sacks handled all recording deals 
for MCA artists and, in addition, was 
the go-between for Philadelphia and 
Atlantic City spots, some of which he 


from CRA, but nothing 





up the} 








developed as name band stands. He 
was with MCA five years. 

| —EE——EEEEE —— 

| Kemp Reopens Hotel 
sa 

Atlanta, Sept. 24. 


Hal Kemp will reopen Hotel An- 


sley’s Rainbow Room Friday (27). 
Band is booked in for two weeks, 
with Jan Garber and other name 


bands skedded to follow. Dine and 
| dance spot will offer dancing nightly 
j except Sundays with music charge 
lof $1 week nights, $1.25 (plus tax) 
Saturdays under new policy. Kemp’s 
'band features Bob Allen, 


Cyr. 
Saxie 
Kemp’s 


former star with 
tooters, brought his band 
(MCA) to Henry Grady hotel's 
Spanish Room Saturday (21). Span- 
ish Room is only Atlanta dine and 
dance spot that operated through 
summer. 


Dowell, 





Harold Austin playing name bands 
at new Esquire Ballroom, Buffalo, 
teeing off tonight (24) with Harry 


i James, 


Janet | 
'Biair, Jack LeMaire and Johnny | 





Band Bookings 


Will Bradley, Oct. 11-12, VPI Club, 
Blacksburg, Va.; 18, Convention Hall, 
Camden; 19, Odd Fellows Hall, New 
York; 26, Cornell U., Ithaca, N. Y. 

Esquires, Sept. 30, indef., Cadillac 
hotel, Detroit. 

George Olsen, Oct. 17, indef., Rice 
hotel, Houston, Tex. 

Will Osborne, Oct. 5, Frog Hop B., 
St. Joseph, Mo.; 6, Tromar B., Des 
Moines; 8, Cobblestone B., Storm 
Lake, Ia.; 10, Palmer House, Chicago. 

Carl Ravazza, Sept. 28-29, Aragon- 
Trianon B., Chicago. 

Boyd Raeburn, Oct. 12, four weeks, 
Club Trocadero, Evansville, Ind. 

Art Tatum, Oct. 1, Cafe Society, 
N.Y. 

Pinky Tomlin, Sept. 28, Sweet’s B., 

| Sacramento, Calif.; 29, Sweet’s B., 
| Oakland, Cal.; Oct. 11, Minnesota U., 
| Minneapolis. 
' Count Basie, Sept. 29, Frazier Park, 
Auburn, Ala.; 30, Aud., Savannah; 
Oct. 1, Columbus, Ga.; 2, Greenviile, 
S. C.; 3, Cotton Club, Florence, S. C.; 
4, Augusta, Ga.; 7, Elizabeth City, 
N. C.; 13, Strassberg, Va.; 14, Aud. 
Raleigh, N. C. 

Lou Breese, Oct. 4, State-Lake the- 
atre, Chicago. 

Duke Ellington, Oct. 28, Parkway 
B., Chicago. 

Will Osborne, Oct. 24, four weeks, 
Nicollet hotel, Minneapolis. 

Bunny Berigan, Sept. 28, Dancing 
Campus, World’s Fair, N. Y.; 29, 
Roseland B., Brooklyn; Oct. 5, Sun- 
nybrook B., Pottstown, Pa. 

Russ Morgan, Oct. 8, Arcadia B., 
New York; 9, Allentown, Pa.; 12, 
York, Pa. 


Any Shade of Red Label 
Exclusively for RCA 














- 











lowing on the heels of an 
| damage injunction action against the 
Columbia Recording Corp., Colum- 
| bia Phonograph Co., Inc., and Times 
Appliance Co., Inc., in the N. Y. fed- 
|eral court Wed. (18), claiming in- 
|fringement by Columbia of RCA’s 
i ‘Red Label’ trademark. 

RCA asserts 
seal in 1902, and that in Sept., 1939, 
the defendants hired away five or 
more key men from RCA, and used 
them in the manufacture of records. 
Columbia at this time started out to 
divert to themselves the record busi- 
ness and good will which RCA had 
| built up, complaint charged. In- 


defendants induced artists who had 
been exclusively RCA’s to record for 
it. At the same time it issued a red 
label series, which RCA claims is a 
takeoff on its Red Seal series. The 
result has been a creation of con- 
'fusion in the public mind and has 
impaired the distinctiveness of the 
label, the complaint continues. 

An injunction against the use of 
any shade of red, destruction of all 
records, an accounting of profits, and 
triple damages are sought. 

The Gramaphone and Typewriter 
Co., of London, England, sister com- 
pany to Victor, predecessor of RCA, 


Discs, Suit Asserts 


The RCA Manufacturing Co., fol- | 
action | 
| against Decca Records, filed a triple 


it acquired the red} 


Many Dance Band 





Booker’s War Clauses 


Bank booking agencies have 
begun writing contracts for band 
dates, when requested, with 
clauses inserted cancelling their 
terms in the event of war. Very 
few have been written so far. 

Latest was Monday (23) when 
Harry Moss, of Music Corp. of 
America, booked Benny Good- 
man’s band for a dance at the 
Manhattan Center, New York, 
on Nov. 9. It’s being run by a 
Brooklyn social-club. 


DONT WAKE ‘EM 
UP T0 TELL EM 
THEY WON 


Because WNEW, New York, was 
wary of reaction to awakening un- 
suspecting prizewinners at 1 a.m. to 
inform them of good fortune, Bobby 
Byrne had to inform winners of gold 
watches the next day. At Glen 
Island Casino, New Rochelle, New 
York, Byrne conducted a switch on 
the ‘Pot 0’ Gold’ program last week 
by awarding wrist watches to peo- 
ple whose names were selected at 
random from phone books by G. I. 




















patrons. Three timepieces were 
distributed. 
Beside having network wires, 


week over WNEW. It was as ex- 
ploitation for these broadcasts that 
the gag was worked up, but the sta- 


tion didn’t want to chance riling 
| anyone by jingling ’em out of a 
sound sleep. Byrne informed the 


winners by wire the following day. 





‘BILL CARLSEN BAND 
| BREAKS UP IN DENVER 


Milwaukee, Sept. 24. 
Long considered this town’s ace 
band and after struggling for sevy- 
eral years to hit the big time, Bill 


Carlsen’s orchestra finally broke up | 


in Denver and the maestro is back 
in Milwaukee auditioning 
Sians for a new ‘outfit. 


musi- 
Bust-up be- 


gan when several members of the 
baad, including the worblers, Gil 
Rutzen and Mickey Dowd, pulled 
away. Others quitting were the 


| ‘Zilch Brothers’—Joe Potzner, Otto 
Scharf and Steve Kozera—who 
opened this week at the Riverside 
theatre as members 
house orchestra. 


Carlsen decided then he had bet- | 
start all over | 


ter come home and 


first used the red seal label in its | 
celebrity series issued in 1902. At} 
this time such artists as Caruso, 
Scotti, De (Luca, Battistini, Adams, 


etc., were placed under contract to! 


the company. These recording were 
issued in late 1902 in America un- 
der the Monarch 5000 series, com- 
prising about 100 recordings of about 
25 artists. 

In April, 1903, Columbia issued a 
series of celebrity recordings of 


|Edoard de Reszke, Marcella Sem- 
|brich, Suzanne Adams, Antonio 
| Scotti, Charles Gilibert, Ernestine 
Schumann-Heink, and Giuseppe 
Campanari under a red label 

Victor immediately started court 
action and in late fall, 1903, won a 
decision awarding it the red label 


and Columbia switched to a black 
and silver label. Victor has retained 
its rights to a red label to this day. 


Girl Too Tall for Kaye 








Buffalo, Sept. 24. 
| After a week with a girl singer 
with his band, Sammy Kaye is back 
to an all-male lineup. Picked up 
Louise Lorraine, known also as 
Louise King, near Hamilton, Ont., re- 
cently and used her on one-nighters 
i through downstate New York and 
| Ohio. 
| Liked her voice, Sammy said here 
Friday (20), but let her go because 
| she was taller than himself and most 
‘of his men, 


again from scratch. 





Benny Goodman Lines Up 


Dates for His New Band | 


Benny Goodman has begun to ac- 
cept dates for the new band he has 
not yet begun to rehearse. 
does not intend to play one-nighiers | 
when he gets the new outfit riding 
smoothly, but until then will take 
about two a week, the financial re- 
turns from them going toward pay- 
ing expenses of rehearsal and other 
costs attendant to getting a new band 
rolling. Goodman is being sold at 
the same money he was getting when 
he quit. 

Leader’s intention seems to be to 
construct the new outfit on a four 
sax, four rhythm, four brass basis 
and is still undecided on whether or 
not fiddles will be included. Ac- 
cording to persons close to him the 
style of the band will be quieter, | 
patterned after the last couple of | 
sides he made for Columbia records. | 
‘Nostalgia’ one of the last, was the 
first waltz tempoed tune he ever | 
cut. 

Jobs leader has already accepted to 
play are: Washington & Lee U,, 
Lexington, Va, Oct. 19; Lehigh U..| 
Bethlehem, Pa., Oct. 25; and a pri-! 
vate dance at the Waldorf hotel, New | 





' York, Oct. 26. Others are being set. | 


Byne’s band gets 10-12 local shots a | 


of Lee Roth’s | 


Leader | 


Leaders Within 


Conscription Ages; Trade Wonders 
About Those U. §. Army Bands 





Recently enacted conscription laws 
make no provision for exemption for 
anybody within the eligible brackets. 
Bandleaders, musicians, or any male 
entertainer in the theatrical field, be- 
tween the prescribed ages (21-35), 
will be eligible for draft into one 
year of army training. Inasmuch as 
‘a major portion of the biggest name 
bandleaders in the business at the 
moment are between the desired 
ages, as are a bigger percentage of 
the musicians who make it possible 
for them to be bandleaders, it is en- 
tirely possible that conscription will 
have a definite effect on orchestra 
|personnel within the next six 
' months. 


| Of the name bandleaders under 35 
_ who are eligible for the draft, Benny 
Goodman is 31, Tommy Dorsey, 33; 
Gene Krupa, 31; Artie Shaw, Woody 
Herman, Sammy Kaye, Charlie Bar- 
net, Bobby Byrne, Bob Chester, 
Larry Clinton, Bob Crosby, Harry 
James, Jan Savitt, are all considered 
under 35, though most are married 
and some are fathers. 


If many of the sidemen in bands 
are conscripted, one of the first re- 
actions will be a resumption of the 
raiding, by leaders, of other bands 
to fill places left vacant by drafted 
men. Such a situation undoubtedly 
| will result in again skyrocketing the 
| Salaries of trumpeters, etc., to top- 
| heavy proportions, just as the mania 
|of a year and a half ago for new 
| bands developed that difficulty. On 
| the other hand, if the training call is 
| heavy enough among musicians, it 
|may simply result in cutting down 
|the number of bands available 
| through combining remnants of out- 
| fits. 








For Army Bands? 


| The Government as yet has given 
no indication that leaders or musi- 
cians will be excused, where possi- 
ble, on the thought that allowing 
such men to remain in their jobs 
will be good for public morale. Angle 
is taken that conscription doesn’t 
|mean war and that there is no rea- 
|son for bolstering the public courage. 
| A facetious thought advanced is that 
| musicians may be drafted purposely 
'to populate army bands, more of 
which will be needed with so many 
men under conscription. Bands are 
an integral part of army life. It may 
not be as funny as it seems. 

| New York local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians is mak- 
ing preparations for future welfare 
| of its members in the event any of 
them are called. Conscriptees will 
be given leave of absence for one 
year and upon return will pick up 
where they left off. Dues will be 
suspended and each will retain full 
rights and membership card just as 
though they had not been called. In 
addition, 802 is considering such 
problems as insurance. Each mem- 
ber of the local is in on a group 
policy. Jack Rosenberg, head of 
that arm of the AFM, says that the 
| company which holds the policy is 
|considering a moratorium against 
paying out on anyone conscripted, 
| for the duration of the training pe- 
|riod. If it is carried out, 802 will 
battle such a move, also on the theo- 
| ry that conscription isn’t war and that 
there will be comparatively little 
danger to the men taken. 

AFM, the national body, has de- 
voted little attention to the prob- 
lem, so far. 

Raymond Paige has discovered 
that 37 of his 61 men are eligible 
for the draft. 





THE BROOKLYN WAY 


| Free-For-All in Seat Rush at Jimmy 


Dorsey Show 





Jimmy Dorsey’s date at the Flat- 
bush theatre, Brooklyn, started a 
small riot at the house, Saturday 
(21). Theatre was jammed with 
standees when two young fellows 
rushed from separate aisles for a 


single seat midway between the 
paths. In climbing over a seated 
patron, one of them became em- 


broiled in an argument. A poorly 
aimed punch hit another seated in 


| the row in front. j 


Punch resulted in two groups 
staging a small free-for-all, involy- 
ing about 10 men. Took five ushers 
and the assistance of a couple of 
cops to straighten it out. None was 
arrested. One was hurt, cut on the 
head, when he fell and struck a 
seat. 
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All of which may mean the devalua- { Rosenberg 


ASCAP, BMI Meet Maestro 


Continued from page 47 


— 





will attend at 


tion of these costly arrangements. Or | sessions, 


so the leaders feel. 
Echo of 1924 Situation 


Specht, who went through a simi- 
Jar situation in 1924 when WJZ, then 
an independent station, couldn’t get 
together with ASCAP—and he of- 
fered to pay E. C. Mills, then gen- 
eral manager of ASCAP, a special 
own 
pocket—wrote the following letter to 
the 48 bandleaders in the New York 


music license fee out of his 


area: 
(Copy) 


New York, Sept. 21. 

This is no publicity stunt, and 
no bouquets are anticipated for the 
initiative taken by several local 
musicians who are interested in 
clarifying the issues that confront 
the welfare of recognized broad- 
casting orchestras after next Dec. 
31. Due to the controversy be- 
tween ASCAP and the NAB (Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters), 
the radio orchestra leaders may 
have to discard their present libra- 
ries of music, which have been 
their stock in trade and media of 
prestige. In order that these is- 
sues may be interpreted authorita- 
tively, you are respectfully invited 
to attend two complimentary 
luncheons, at which time these 
matters will be fully discussed by 
able proponents of both sides of 
this controversy. 

You are invited to attend a 
luncheon next Thursday noon at 
1 p.m., Sept. 26, at Toots Schor’s 
restaurant, 51 West S5ist street, 
New York City, as the guest of 
ASCAP; and you are also invited 
to attend a luncheon on Monday, 
Oct. 30, at a place to be announced 
at the meeting next Thursday, as 
the guest of BMI, the broadcasters 
music publishing subsidiary. 

Local 802 Interest 

President Jack Rosenberg of Lo- 
cal 802, AF of M, has consented to 
attend, and Russ Morgan has sev- 
eral questions and proposals to 
present at these meetings, and it 
is hoped that you will attend and 
do likewise, so that this problem 
confronting the broadcasting or- 
chestras may be solved and some 
unified action taken before the 
crisis arrives. 


A similar situation had arisen in 
At that time the late Charles | 
B. Popenoe was treasurer of WJZ,| 
and balked at paying ASCAP $5,000 | 
As result, | 
symphonies, etc., ruled the airwaves | 
went to) 
ASCAP and offered to pay the card | 
Being | 
meant a) 
weekly music bill of $40 or so. Mills 
was amenable, excepting that cer-| 
suse | 
pected that it would mean that pub-| 
lishers would start chiseling by pay- 
ing the music tax, to insure plugs, 
and it would evolve into too great an 


1924. 


a year for five years. 


for a spell, but Specht 


rate of $12.50 per half hour. 
on the air prolifically, it 


tain other Society members 


evil. 


The bandleaGers have been talking 
to combat this situa- 
tion and for this reason Jack Rosen- | 
berg, president of Local 802, New | 
York (AFM), was consulted. Natur-'! 
in former 
will not countenance an or- 
ganization within a musicians or- | 


‘organization’ 


ally the Local now, as 


years, 


| 


} 
| 





ganization, but has expressed him- 
self ‘wholly sympathetic to what- 
ever serves the best needs of the 


musicians and leaders.’ 


Hence, | 
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| 
| they are paying now. 








No Joint Session 


Specht had originally proposed a 
and 
|ASCAP would simultaneously air 
their views, but this was ruled out, | 
as (1) being conducive to too much | 
wrangling, and (2) that the separate | 
/luncheon confabs would permit each | 
arguments un-| 


joint session whereat BMI 


side to air its own 
trammeled and unhampered. 


Meantime, Paine of ASCAP wrote 
Morgan the following letter, in re- 
in 
| VaRIETY last week from BMI’s Sid- 


buttal to the one published 
ney M. Kaye: 
(Copy) 
New York, Sept. 19. 
My dear Mr. Morgan: 

Here’s the real story of why the 
radio chains aré attacking ASCAP, 
and how it affects the bandleader. 

The chains have organized BMI 
for the purpose of monopolizing 
music on the air. They own or 
control networks, affiliated  sta- 
tions, artist bureaus, concert bu- 
reaus, lecture bureaus, recording 
companies, transcription com- 
panies, and television units. Their 
Own music company gives them 
the padlock to completely enchain 
the air. 

The chains have announced that 
they will boycott ASCAP writers 
from the air beginning New Year’s 
Day. This of course, affects band- 
leaders, musicians, singers, spon- 
sors, agencies, artists’ representa- 
tives, the public and the FCC. 

Sidney M. Kaye’s letter to you, 
as published in VARIETY, is a per- 
fect illustration of their propa- 
ganda. His letter is from BMI, 
yet he only talks about NBC. His 
letter is full of millions—$4,000,000; 
$5,000,000; $8,000,000; $9,000,000 and 
$10,000,000—but nothing is said 
about what BMI and the chains 
are going to do to keep the band- 
leader supplied with music, pro- 
tect his investment in his library, 
safeguard his reputation and keep 
him working. 

ASCAP operates on the principle 
of the open door. Our music is 
available to all, at terms within 
the means of all. That goes for the 
smallest dance hall to the biggest 
chain. No one is over-charged. 
No one is discriminated against. 
No one is told he must use ASCAP 
music and bar the other fellow’s 
music. 

The chains charged ASCAP with 
asking too much under its new 
contract, effective Jan. 1. Curi- 
ously enough that charge was made 
through the press, but never di- 
rectly to us. Nor have they ever 
made a counter-proposition. 

We hada series of round table 
discussions with a committee from 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters (NAB), headed by Neville 
Miller, its President and Edward 
Klauber, of CBS. We submitted a 
proposition for them to study. We 
asked them in turn, to set up their 


proposition for our study. But 
they never did. 

The negotiations were finally 
halted because we refused their 


demand for a blanket contract, as 
this would have permitted them 
to dictate the terms to the in- 
dividual stations. This would have 
resulted in the little fellows carry- 
ing the bag. It also would have 
resulted in NAB controlling music 
on the air, because the individual 
stations would have been barred 
from dealing with ASCAP, and 
would have had to do business in- 
stead with NAB. We insisted on 
keeping the individual stations in 
the picture. In consequence, Mr. 
Klauber walked out on us. And 
that’s the last we've seen of him 
or his NAB committee. 

Sometime later, NAB had its an- 
nual convention in San Francisco. 
We wrote Mr. Miller requesting 
the privilege of attending to give 
the broadcasters the facts about 
ASCAP. Mr. Miller turned us 
down cold. 


Terms 


Our new contract has been sub- 
mitted to every broadcaster in the 
United States—large and small. 
Its terms are based on first hand 
contract with the great majority of 
individual stations. These are the 
terms. Effective Jan. 1, more than 
50% of all stations in the United 
States will get a 50% cut; 200 more 
will get a 33144% cut. And the 
balance, with very few exceptions, 
will not pay a nickel more than 


More than 50% of these stations 
will pay us exactly $1 A MONTH 
for sustaining, regardless of how 
many hours a day they use our 


Ti* hiusic¢. ° “OA* SHdrisbred” progranis, 
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they will pay 3% of the net. In 
dollars and cents, this means that 
if a station operator nets $300 a 
day from the sale of time, we will 
get $9. For that $9, he will get 
all our music, past, present and 
future. We only get ours on the 
net, not on the gross. That is not 
a guarantee. It’s not a win, losé 
or draw proposition. We gamble 
with the broadcaster. And the deal 
is for 5 years, so he knows exactly 
where he stands for 5 years ahead. 


Now let’s see what happens to 
that $9. It’s cut up between 1,146 
composer-authors and estates of 
composer-authors and 139 publish- 
ers; and some different foreign 
countries. At the same time that 
$9 has to cover our overhead and 
our legal bills. The big boys of 
the big chains keep dragging us 
through the courts; one month in 
Florida, the next month in Maine, 
the next month in Nebraska, and 
the next month in the State of 
Washington. This is a bare-faced 
attempt to bankrupt us, because 
while we lick them everytime, 
nevertheless, it eats up a lot of 
money which should really go to 
the songwriters. 

‘All Have an Interest’ 


ASCAP vrecognizes that the 
bandleader, the musician, the 
singer, the artists’ representative, 
the sponsor, the advertising agency, 
the public and the FCC, ALL 
HAVE AN INTEREST in this at- 
tempted boycott. And so have all 
the individual stations that are not 
yet dominated by the chains. 
These stations, such as those op- 
erated by Elliott Roosevelt and 
Warner Bros., are getting every 
cooperation from us, so that they 
can serve the public and their 
sponsors. These, and many more, 
will be able to use bands regularly. 


If the chains persist in their plan 
to monopolize the ~air through 
using BMI—and boycotting all 
ASCAP writers and all foreign 
writers affiliated with ASCAP— 
and if they attempt to use pressure 
and coercion on the bandleader, 
well, let’s not forget they will still 
have to reckon with the sponsors 
and agencies. They are the ones 
that pay the piper and they are 


the ones that call the tune. They 
want names—name writers as 
well as name leaders. And they 


have told us so. 


The chains still have to reckon 
with the public. And with the 
‘FCC, which grants licenses to sta- 
tions in the ‘public interest, con- 
venience and _ necessity.’ They 
have still to prove to the FCC 
that boycotting certain song- 
writers and favoring their own, is 
in the public interest. 

We believe the chains are too 
intelligent to try to harm any 


bandleader because he refuses to 
join in a conspiracy to boycott 
certain songwriters. ° After all, 


BMI is a publisher. No bandleader 
should be so short-sighted as to let 
himself be jockeyed into a spot 
where he exclusively favors one 
music publisher, BMI, and bars all 
other music publishers. Then he 
would be in a spot. 


The songwriter and the band- 
leader talk the same _ language. 
Their interests are absolutely mu- 
tual. Musicians need music just 
as they need their instruments, 
Take away their music and you 
might just as well take away their 
instruments. 

Although the chains  haven’t 
given a thought to the bandleader, 
ASCAP has. We will cooperate 
with him in every way possible, to 
protect his library, to protect his 
reputation, to keep him supplied 
with hits, and to keep him work- 
ing. We have plenty of ideas and 
we’re open for more. 

Let’s get together. You'll find 
that we don’t want to boss any- 
body or lick anybody. All we want 
is a square deal with the air open 
to everybody and no monopoly for 
anybody. 

Cordially your, 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers, 
John G. Paine, 
General Manager. 

P.S.: If you haven't seen Leo Reis- 
man’s letter in this week’s Variety, 
may I suggest that you read it. 
Here’s a bandleader whose stand 
must command the respect of all 
musicians, 


Invited by BMI-ASCAP 


Glenn Garr, Barry Winton, Woody Her- 
man, Bobby Byrne, Ray Heatherton, Will 
Hudson, Russ Morgan, Johnny Long, Ray 
Herbeck, Gene Krupa, Frank Gagen, Eddie 
Duchin, Leo Reisman, Louis Prima, Mit- 
chell Ayres, yus Steck, Gray Gordon, 
Johnny Messner, Cecil Golly, Jan Savitt, 
Bobby Day, Al Kavelin, McFarland Twins, 
Jerry Livingston, Ina Ray Hutton, Les 
Brown, Vaughn Monroe, Van Alexander, 
Ray Kinney, Abe Lyman, Ben Cutler, 
Jimmy Dorsey, Larry Clinton, Frankie 
Masters, Lang Thompson, Pancho Riviera, 
Sammy Kaye, Charlie Barnet, Joe Marsala, 
Eddie Lane, Jack Coffey, Paul Whiteman, 
Fred Waring, Nat Shilkret, Shep Fields, 
Bob Chester, Vincent Lopez, Don Voorhees. 


holiday price.) 


Band Hotel 
Wocedy Herman*...New Yorker (400; 
Russ Morgan..... Pennsylvania (500; 


Ina Ray Hutton*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1) 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. 


Ray Kinney*,....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).. 


> 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


—_- —- 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, {s the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


. Covers Total 
Fiaved Week pny Date 
75c-$1.50)........ 6 2,175 11,925 
75c-$1.50)......6. 6 1,150 7545 
sd cha gah eeaeennres 3 1,625 6,725 
eR 19 1,525 23'875 


floor show, although the band is the 








Night Club Reviews 








EL CHICO, PITT 








Pittsburgh, Sept. 11. 
Lola Cordoba Orch (8), Juanita 
Juarez, George Negrette, Galvan San 
Souci dancers (6); 50c. cover. 





Latin-American boom in 
field has finally caught up wit 
Pittsburgh and in El Chico. Joe Sala, 
a newcomer in the biz, gives the 


years Sala was Tony Conforti’s head 


over completely, and now promises 
to give his ex-boss some real compe- 
tition. 

There’s nothing left of the old 
Plaza. Room has been entirely re- 
routed, save for the same entrance, 
and has the rhumba-conga atmos- 
phere written all over it. From a 
Tropical Bar, done in burlap and 
bamboo, at the foot of the stairs 
through a lounge outfitted with Mon- 
terey furniture, E] Chico leads into 
the main dining-room walled with 
Spanish-palm California stucco and 
dotted with wrought-iron arches and 
railings, Castilian paintings, over- 
| hanging miniature balconies and 
swinging palms. Easily the most at- 
| tractive night spot in town and will 
|stack up well with most of Manhat- 
|tan’s better ones. 

Only thing missing is a cooling 
|system, and Sala needs one badly. 
Downstairs room is tough to ven- 
tilate, and formal opening Thursday 
(5) had everybody talking about 








| three things—the place, the show and | 


ithe humidity. Latter is likely to 
|overcome the first two if warm 
| weather continues and Sala doesn’t 
| get the plant installed in a hurry. 

| Revue fits in perfectly with the at- 
mosphere, and it’s over big. It would 
{be a click merely because it's the 
| first time Pittsburgh had lamped en- 


| tertainment like this on a night club | 


floor, but show has more to offer than 
| just local newness. Topping the lay- 
;out is Juanita Juarez 
| who is something of a Carmen Mi- 
|randa with a voice and a muscular 
| coocher combined. 

George Negrette m.c.s and makes 
the most of his strong baritone in a 
| solo spot. Vocally, Negrette scores a 
| bullseye, ringing the bell on all of 
{his numbers, but his m.c.ing 
| little on the downgrade. Latins may 
|ofttimes be a garrulous people, but 
| Negrette needn’t be quite so with his 
} announcements. Mob’s a bit fa- 
tigued by the marathon introductions | 
|and he should scissor them exten- 
|sively. Galvan San Souci dancers, | 
| three femmes and three boys, are also 
in the groove. They’re all attractive, 
have strikingly colorful costumes, 
and in their multiple appearances | 
click consistently. Repertoire in- 
cludes Mexican and Spanish folk 
|dances and, of course, the inevitable 
| conga, which they turn into a heated 
session. Galvan and his oomphy 
partner are corking terpers, and, 
while they get off some individual 
| work, act could stand more of them 
| alone. 


| Band (all-male) is presided over 
by Lola Cordoba, a swingy senorita 


| 
| 


sits down for some keyboard -pound- 
ing. Gal has a lot of pep and zoom, 
and her hip-swinging gives the ring- 
siders and dancers something other 
than music to center their attention 
on. Orch specializes, of course, in 
tequila terp, but because Pittsburgh 
is a little backward in rhumbology, 
outfit has to major in American 
tunes, They're just adequate in that 
department. x 


nitery | > 
h | having no other place to go than 
| these United States, plus the usual 
| war-escapology that usually bene- 


town something to shoot at. For 15 | 


| town: 


is a} 
19 O'Clock Club, 


| made them pay. 


who does the vocals and occasionally | 


| big league attention. 
| Dario has—of all things—a South 





STORK CLUB, N. Y. 


Jack Harris Orch (9) with Kay 
Lorraine; $2 cover. 





Sherman Billingsley’s ace retreat 


| in East 53rd Street is set to go along 


with the expected boom in New 
York nite life, brought about by 
the moneyed international crowd 


fits all amusements. Certainly, 1940- 
41 seems penciled in as the peak 
year of the post-prohibition era, and 


: | judging by business all over New 
bartender at Nixon Cafe. Then he | york town the optimism is not with- 


leased the old Plaza Cafe, made it | 


out merit. 

Jack Harris, repatriated maestro 
from Ciro’s, London, is the reason 
for another Billingsley ‘opening’ al- 
though the Stork has been notorious 
for its general aloofness. Not to 


| have been barred by the diplomatic 


Joe Lopez, for committing a breach 
of nitery etiquette—along Billings- 
ley standards—almost makes you a 
sissy; but the Stork boniface’s in- 
sistence for proper deportment and 
ultra catering has set this room 
apart from the rest of the town. 
You can get into almost any boite— 
even if winding up at a table near 
the kitchen—but the Stork alone 
maintains the speakeasy era's not-al- 
ways-open-sesame. If you're not ‘de- 


| sirable,’ maitre d’hotel Lopez has de- 


veloped into a fine art the spiel that 
‘the room is full of reservations,’ 
even though it may be half-empty 
and hungry for customers. 

Harris brings to the Stork, accord- 
ingly, a paradox—a ‘name’ band in 
a spot where the prime attraction is 
the celebrity cluster of customers. 
Adhering to the policy that the pa- 
trons make their own best fun, Bil- 
lingsley unbends a bit with the Har- 
ris band of nine, a crack dansapa- 
tion aggregation, with Kay Lorraine 
featured vocally. Harris maestro-vio- 
lins at the helm, and his support in- 
cludes some of the top men around 
Irving Brodsky, piano; Sam 
Weiss, drums; Stretch McCarthy, 
bass; Larry Tice, first alto sax; Tony 
Zimmers, tenor sax; Andy Querze, 
third alto sax; Bobby Jones, trum- 


: : pet; Bill Sneiderman, guitar, 
(New cts), 


Per usual the cover charge of $2 
is a gag to the regulars; it’s stuck 
on to the others, which means that 
by and large the cover doesn’t ob- 
tain. Room’s decor has modified a 
bit for the winter season and busi- 
ness continues terrific. Billingsley, 
meantime, is still trying to get even 
on the East 54th street spot, nee the 
which reputedly 
cost him $30,000 last year. This sea- 
son it’s tagged the Club Cuba with 
Bobby Martyn at the helm, sliding 
into the current Latin motif. 

Abel. 


LA MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 


Tapps, Harris & Shore, 
Carlos Ramirez, Val Olman Orch 
(8); Herbert Corbello Orch (9); 
$2 and $3 minimum. 


- 





George 





Dario, the ex-dancer, and his gen- 
eral manager, Jimmy Yernon, also a 
reformed ballroomologist, have done 
wacky things in cafe circles and 
In a class conga- 
rhumba nitery, such as La Marti- 
nique, last season Dario put in an 
eccentric comedian, Danny Kaye, 
and showcased that young man into 
This season 


American operatic tenor, Carlos Ra- 
(Continued on page 60) 














El Chico’s drinks are priced along 
the local scale, in the four-bit class, 
with specialties of the house, of 
course, including rum concoctions, 
zombie included, going higher. | 


house.’ Dinners, with menu pre- 
dominantly Spanish, are from $1.50 
jup, and Sala’s also going in for 
| lunch trade, but minus music. He’s | 
presenting two shows nightly, at din- | 
ner and shortly after midnight, and | 
looks like he has a cinch click if he 
regulates the temperature. Cohen, | 








| There's a cover of 50c a person, but | 
that’s to be clipped for regulars and | 
spenders with ‘compliments of the | 


JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 


Sept. 26th—Elks Auditorium, Los 

Angeles; 27th—San Diego, Calif-; 

28th — Traveling to Houston; 

30th—City Auditorium, Houston, 

Tex.; Oct. ist—Little Rock, Ark- 
e 


Mot. HAROLD OXLEY 
17 East 49th St., New York 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Kay Kyser has been making regords for the Columbia Record Corp. 
since last July on a per record basis. Contract between the band and the, 
cutting outfit expired during that month and the two failed to arrive at a} 
re-signing figure. However, it's expected the situation will be straightened 
out when Kyser heads east to go into the Waldorf hotel, New York, Oct. 12. 

Following the expiration of the contract Kyser demanded a substantial 
raise in guarantee money for each side he turned out. Proposition was | 
refused by CRC’s board of directors. There were several differently | 
couched deals offered, but none accepted. For a time he was considering 
shifting his band to the Victor label, but that’s unlikely now due to the | 
return there of Sammy Kaye. Kaye was on the 35c Varsity for a few 
months. 








| 








Santly-Joy-Select’s tune, ‘Only Forever,’ rates as another example of a 
number that has skyrocketed in the best seller list without the aid of heavy 
air plugging. Song sold over 20,000 copies last week. S-J-S started plug- 
ging it the last week in August and the firm’s exploitation policy on the 
tune since then has been to keep the plugs limited as to both number and 
performance value. Another of the firm’s songs, ‘Playmates,’ which re- 
ceived limited playing over the air, has already gone to 270,000 copies 
and looks set to exceed the 300,000 mark easily. 





Will Osborne is considering equipping his band with ‘slide saxophones,’ 
recently developed, and adding such a tag line to the outfit in place of the 
recently discarded ‘slide music’ which he used for some time with a 
trumpet section composed of what he called ‘slide cornets. New 
style saxes, invented by a Ed Juhn of Salem, Ohio, are peculiar looking 
affairs. They use the regulation mouthpiece, but are circular and have no 
bell. Small outlet near the bottom allows notes to escape. In appearance 
they’re something like a tuba’s coils without the usual bell. 





The woodwork of LaGuardia Field, N. Y., is less than a year old, but 
already a songwriter has crawled out. Guy is Edmond S. Fish, City News 
staff man covering the airport who Sateveposted ‘Airport Number One’ 
few months back. Tune is a sweet plug for TWA’s stratoliner, titled ‘How 
My Heart Flies.’ 

Fish, onetime trumpeter while at Georgetown, had his own band, the 
Collegians, and worked with Meyer Davis bands. 





Music men like Irving Berlin and Jack Robbins are almost eager to essay 
‘a return to the.good old-fashioned music business,’ as it was years ago, 
with song demonstrating behind the music counters; trying to make song 
hits via the mechanicals, etc. 

The network edict now for a minimum of three non-ASCAP tunes per 
broadcast touched off this attitude anew. 





Band Reviews 








voice, but a likable mike personality 
gets ham over easily. How much his 
tromboning means to the brass sec- | 


LOU BREESE ORCHESTRA (15) 
With Barry Warren, Skip Moore 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 





On The Upbeat 


George King opened indefinite run 
Monday (23) at Bill Green’s, Pitts- 
burgh, replacing Everett Hoagland 
band, 








Etzi Covato’s band back in Pitts- 
burgh again for a run at Villa Ma- 
drid, which orchestra leader jointly 
owns with John Lazarro, 





Ralph Allen into New Penn, Pitts- 
burgh, for two weeks, replacing Joe 
Villella band. 





Mrs. Kramer Faces Union on Charge 


She Regularly Collected Kickbacks 


-* 
4 








Mrs. Maria Kramer, owner and 


NEW ALBUMS 
operator of the Lincoln and Edison 


| Liberty’s Greta Keller, Columbia’s | hotels, New York, has been ordered 
Duchin, Decca’s Hildegarde | by Local 802 of the American Fed- 

| eration of Musicians to pay between 
Liberty Music has released a new | $3,000-$3,500 to Gustave Clemente, 
‘album or records by Greta Keller, | leader of a relief Latin crew which 
Viennese chanteuse due back soon at worked at either one of her spots at 
the Hotel Algonquin (N. Y.) Supper; various times to spell the name 
Club. She’s accompanied by an or-,| bands 

















Henry T. Gichner of North Arling-! chestra directed by Cy Walter, her 
| ton, N. J., has the ship's orchestra | pianist. Columbia is releasing an 


,on the Ward Line S. S. Mexico be- |Eddy Duchin piano album, eight 


tween New York and Vera Cruz. sides, with light orchestral back- 
. | ground. 

Emerson Gill orchestra at the| Third record album of Hildegarde 
Green Mill, Saginaw, renewed in- will be reléased by Decca this week, 
definitely. all Vernon Duke compositions, with 
the composer as well as Hildegarde’s 
pianist, Leo Kahn, furnishing piano 
Previous Hilde- 














} 
| Joe Venuti band does a week at ‘ t 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, | #¢COmpaniments. 


‘N. Y., between Bobby Byrne’s Sept. | garde albums featured Noel Coward 


j 


24 exit and Gene Krupa’s Oct. 2 | and Rodgers and Hart works. 
opening, 
| 


| 
| Shep Fields’ Oct. 9 opening at Es- | POP POl ICY AT 
sex House, New York, replacing Al | 
Kavelin, may be set back a week by | 


date at Shea’s theatre, Buffalo. 

Bowman Room of the Biltmore 
hotel, New York, will change its 
stance this season and go into com- 
petition with the popular-priced din- 
ing rooms, such as those in the New 
Yorker, Pennsylvania and Commo- 
dore hostelries. It has signed the 
Will Bradley band for a stretch be- 
ginning either Oct. 28 or Nov. 1I, 
and coincident with the band’s start 
will slash tariffs to a competing 
level. Biltmore has always been 
higher priced, and served up gentler 
rhythms. With Bradley, the hotel 








| 


| Jimmy Dale’s new band signed to 
| Wm. Morris agency for bookings. 
| He’s w.k. arranger. 











Woody Herman ‘Blues Albun,,’ 
,using many of Herman’s blues 
‘clicks, being made up by Decca. 








Bunny Berigan band played two 
days at Golden Gate Ballroom, N. Y., 
past Saturday and Sunday (21-22). 








| 

| Pancho rhumba and Latin group 
| signed to record for Decca. 

| 

| 





| 


Teddy King band moves _ into 








on duty. Sum represents 
‘kickbacks’ Clemente swore, in an 
affidavit, he made to her after he 
was paid off each week. Money is 
supposed to be repaid within a 
month, 


Mrs. Kramer denies the charge. 
She says that the decision will be 
appealed to the national body of the 
AFM. That is permissable. Any rul- 
ing made by an AFM local can be 
taken to the national for final judg- 
ment. 

Jack Rosenberg, prez of 802, had 
Mrs. Kramer up before himself and 
the local’s executive board last 
Thursday (19) for interrogation re- 
garding her alleged practice of tak- 
ing a percentage of a band’s future 
earnings in return for giving it an 
opportunity to play at one of her 
spots. She was accompanied by her 
secretary, and faced Clemente’s 
charges at the meeting. In addition, 
802 summoned Charlie Barnet, Gray 
Gordon, Jan Savitt, for separate 
questioning on the matter as it per- 
tained to their bands. Blue Barron, 
another bandleader who figures in 
the case, delivered his testimony by 
long distance phone from Indianap- 
olis, where his band fs playing. 

Gordon claims he’s in the clear, 
that Mrs. Kramer has no hold what- 
ever on his band, and so informed 
the union. He’s currently at the 


' Edison hotel. 





This band is an unexpected sur- 
prise. Made up of most of the men 
set adrift by Henry Busse last year 
when he took a new outfit into the 


Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., and with | 


shuffle rhythm in the discard, it 
drives to a solid reaction with en- 
thusiastic playing of almost anything. 
And caps that with smart glee club 
work that makes it a cinch for thea- 
tre and nitery work. Outfit has spent 
most of its recent time in Chicago at 


ition is noticeable when he steps to 
|the mike and back. Barry Warren's 
ia straight vocalist, and so-so. He 
handles ballads. 

At the moment the crew has only 
, two glee club arrangements, but both 


|are sold enough to gather the house | 


around the bandstand. One’s tagged 
| ‘Mountain Greenery’ and the other a 
|particularly good ‘Ol’ Man River.’ 
|Its musical arrangements also rate 
a definite nod, two standouts being a 


Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, Friday (27) 
‘for a run, replacing Herman Mid- 
'dleman outfit, which has been at 
| spot for more than a year. 





in that city, and Carlos Pugliese. 





Jimmy Gamble at Riviera, Pitts- 
burgh, which is now owned jointly 
by John Maganotti, one-time opera- 
tor of Plaza Cafe and Show Boat | Boston. 





will have him under wraps for din- N Y. Journal Settles With 


/ ner, to retain that trade, opening up . ‘ 
Disk Promotion Outfit 


|for supper to attract that type of 

| patronage. ; ; ‘ 

| It’s the first location stand of any Suit of Publishers Service Co., Inc., 

| kind in N. Y. for the Bradley out- against the N. Y. Evening Journal, 

| fit. Inc., Music You Enjoy, Inc., and John 

|old. It recently completed its first | H. Alderton was settled and discon- 

\try at the Paramount theatre, N. Y., | tinued yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. 

| and is now at the Raymor ballroom, | federal court. Action, which claimed 
| Plagiarism, sought an injunction, ac- 

Additional activity in the N. Y, | Counting of profits and damages. 


Band is little more than a year 


the Chez Paree and is scheduled to +s of ‘Dark Eyes’ and ‘Swamp- | hotel band lineups this past week | bo sige | October, 1938, con- 
| pret say Raed emtggged six months, | , sar Bill Haley, Lix Riley,| Millie (Whacky) Wayne out of the | tentatively rescheduled Jimmy Dor-|Ce'ved a scheme for distributing 


Porter Bailey, trumpets; Skip Moore, | Nut House, Pittsburgh, after three sey's outfit for the Pennsylvania. If|SYmphonic music among the public, 





I -day s is =| : . } 
sey toaduile veot benwent ‘hee We. |Eddie Schaefer, Hrudicka, trom- | 
nuti’s leaving and the start of a stand | b0nes; Bob Baker, Abe Hill, Bill Cer- 
by Glen Gray’s Casa Loma, Breese | vantes, Fred Kalte, Ronald Garrett, | 
and his group clicked so well that, | SAxes, Mel Winters, piano, Ted Till- | 
if possible, they will be brought back |™@", drums; Steve Bowers, base. 
before the start of the Chez Paree Wood. 
stand. Taking the band section by 
section, there seems to be no apparent | TOMMY FLYNN ORCH (12) 
weakness in its six brass, five sax, and| With ‘Tiny’ Schwartz 
three rhythm setup. Despite the | Dellwood Ballroom, Buffalo 
fact that it uses no guitar (Don Hus-| In a large-sized room where you'd 
ton left to form his own band), the | expect to find plenty of brass, Tommy 
rhythm is strong and steady. Brass | lynn has built a stylized outfit defi- | 
is a ——, # is the sax portion. | nitely on the class side. Two-man 

imse is a 


months for a stay at the Catacombs 


in Columbus. 





Alec Templeton will be first name 
to play new Kleinhans Music Hall, 
Buffalo, Oct..17. 





Wingy Manone’s orchestra opened 
at the Club Lamaze, Los Angeles. 





Lou Martin, for seven years leader 


at Leon & Eddie’s, has just had his | 


leader (he plays trumpet, but strictly 
for the longhairs, and doesn’t brag 
about it), and as such carries himself 
with practiced ease. Few bands to- 
day are under strictly baton leaders; 
here it isn’t noticeable, because 
Breese doesn’t push himself toward 
the spotlight. Skip Moore, trombone 
playing singer, hasn’t a _ forceful 


non-playing | violin section sets the motif. 











BING CROSBY’S 
Ballad Hit from Paramount's 
“Rhythm On the River’ 


ONLY 
FOREVER 


by Burke and Monaco 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT 
1619 Broadway New York 











eee 


Music 
[ris even and jaunty with no pretense 
j at loudness, band depending on its 
| p.a. setup for that. 


Brass 
staccato 


ets, piano, bass and drums, 
always plays muted in 
fashion, with Vic Necanter in the 
'solo spots. Occasionally the leader, 
|a tall, personable chap, trots out his 
| accordion, and pianist or one fiddler 
| punch out an electric guitar chorus. 
Band carries a full-time arranger, 
|Jack Chandler, with pianist Jack 
|Fisher helping out. They set a 
|simple but very neat formula of 
| agile string work and clear-cut brass. 
|Band gets great amount of variety 
‘into its music. Worked up a neat 
| glee club style, with violinist Mike 
Mascino and Johnny Miller bowing 
| deft background melody. 

Flynn, ovt of Cleveland, has had 
|this crew at the ballroom one and a 


| half years, and now moves into out- | 
| side spots, opening at Chez Ami here | 


| (23). Leader does vocalizing, too, 
| but band’s featured vcice is ‘Tiny’ 
| (6 ft. 4 in.) Schwartz, whose baritone 
' wows the ladies. Betz. 


Instrumentation, besides fiddles, is | 
i three saxes (all tenors), two trump- } 


66th option taken up, and will re- 
main on the 52d street podium for 
at least 10 more weeks, 





Ted Straeter band 
Monte Carlo, New York, Oct. 
Closes current job at Terrace Club, 
World’s Fair, N. Y., day before. 


returns to 





Lucky Millinder band signed to 
| Moe Gale office management. Cur- 
rently house crew at Savoy Ball- 
room, N. Y. 





Mary Ann McCall, 
from Woody Herman to 
Barnet to a single turn at Kelly’s 
Stable, New York, opening last 
Thursday, (12), will become Tommy 
| Reynolds’ vocalist. 





Bobby Byrne’s first date after 


Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., is| 


two days at Georgia Tech Nov. 15-16. 
‘Stays at Glen Island until Oct. 1. 


1, | 07 Paramount’s ‘The Quarterback.’ 
| 


Harry Warren and Mack Gordon 


'Her Fingers’ at 20th-Fox. 


who shifted | 
Charlie | 


‘the Loew-Lewin ‘Flotsam.’ ’ 


completed group will be down|and by thus doing increase the cir 
|for eight weeks, beginning Jan. 16, | CUlation of the newspaper sponsor- 
| immediately following Glenn Miller, | ig the drive. The N. Y. Post dis- 
| who goes back for his second stretch | tributed about $500,000 worth of the 
Oct. 7. “Dorsey finished a long stand | Symphonies during 1939, and the 
at the spot only last July 30. Russ | Plaintiff expended $100,000 in adver- 
| Morgan is current. tising the project. It is asserted that 

Abe Lyman’s band replaces the the defendants’ scheme, called 
|current Woody Herman at the New | ‘World’s Best Loved Great Music,’ 
| Yorker Oct. 10, for eight weeks. plagiarises the plaintiff's idea, called 
|Herman goes out on 10 straight | ‘World’s Greatest Music.’ Further, it 
|weeks of theatres and may return | is charged that Atherton, president 
later. of ‘Music You Enjoy,’ was a sales- 
man for the plaintiff before he joined 


| . the defendants’ organization. 
Music Notes 


John Leipold doing the scoring job 








Johnny Long band heads for a 
month of theatre and one-nighters 
| when it’s replaced at the Roseland 
| Ballroom, New York, Oct. 24 by Joe 




















| Barry Winton composed ‘Love You Venuti. 

| Are Mine Tonight,’ based on ‘La 

| Traviata,’ with Irving Schachtel and | 

i Mineo, for BMI publication. HOAGY CARMICHAEL’S 


Latest 


CAN’T GET 
INDIANA 
OFF MY MIND 


SANTLY-JOY-SELECT 
1619 Broadway New York 


are cleffing tunes for ‘Rings On 


Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger 
started work on music for “The Great | 
American Broadcast’ at 20th-Fox, 

Gus Kahn and Branislau Kaper 
collaborating on songs for ‘Go West’ 
at Metro, 





Bernie Grossman and Walter Jur- 
man are composing special music for 
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THE NEWEST SONG SENSATION 


40,000 Copies Sold in 4 Weeks! 12 All-Star Records ! 








By the writers of “THE WOODPECKER SONG” 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION - 799 Seventh Avenue, New York + MURRAY BAKER, Gen.-Prof. Mgr. + LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr. 





Top Radio Performances ! 
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7 Fights ‘ a Unit Reviews 
Catholic Group Fights ‘Indecency ' nut Keviews 
| Rio 
9 Continued from page 13___] in from the Coast, and in the « 
J , MUSIC ON WINGS are two acts which haven't Neda 
OWS a ran S ronx Ca re good spots. Sao Paulo, commercial (NEB. STATE FAIR) @around these parts in years, There 
and manufacturing center, and San- > Lee yet who does a drunk 
— + tos, world’s leading coffee town, were | Lincoln, Neb., Se t. 12. ance ona arge set of Steps facin 
i stopping spots for the Toscanini and | yyi1¢ Britton’s band, Les Tuvetys, the act still f yg ogee vears 
Inspired Catholic action against’ Rainbo Room, Albany, Stokowski orchestras, which only | 7->y Cervone’s Orch, Walkmir Trio, ae though Murray aga thing 
the Brandt-operated Windsor, Bronx, R li ht f N /S -ason took time available on their boat Harold and Lola, — Guard wake the people up a little a A. 
New York, is beginning to take form elugnts [or New Seas schedules. Artists or acts traveling | Melody Men, Nirska, Tommy Raf-| pi .cian dancing on the steps at a 


via the formation of a committee to! 


protest against alleged indecency. 
Chief sources of complaint are “To- 
bacco Road,’ which played _ the 
house twice late this summer for 
J. J. Leventhal, and Sally Rand, who 
is current at the Windsor. 

Bill 
Leddy, Grand Knight of the W. J. 
Boyd Council, Knights of Columbus, 
started the opposition against the 
Windsor. He also heads the com- 
mittee formed after support had 
been enlisted from several Catholic 
clergymen and churches in the 
Bronx. Leddy wrote Brandt several 
weeks ago protesting against “To- 
bacco Road,’ but the operator didn’t 
hear anything further until a story 
appeared in the Brooklyn Tablet, 
Catholic weekly, Saturday (21), re- 
garding the 


of protest’ that have been sent to the 
Windsor’s management. Brandt de- 
nies receiving a single letter aside 
from Laddy’s, also pointing out that 
the Tablet took no exception to 
either ‘Road’ or the fan dancer 
when they played Brooklyn 

A resolution drafted by the com- 
mittee was sent to Paul Moss, license 
commissioner of New York. 
asked that he revoke the theatre’s 
license. A letter of protest was also 
sent by Leddy to Borough President 
Lyons of the Bronx. 

Brandt doesn’t propose to do any- 
thing about the protests. The Wind- 
sor’s business has been good, he 
states, indicating that no organized 
boycott is taking effect. 





Former Kid Mimic 
Wins Det. Divorce 





Detroit, Sept. 24. 
Phyllis Askunas, former kid mimic 
who toured the vaudeville circuits 


under the name of Phyllis Ray, fin- eign dramas, were attested to by the | 
ally had her marital difficulties un- | respective grosses of over $10,000 for | 
She got a divorce | the first five performances of ‘Vor- | of 
from the man who claimed he wasn’t | tex’ and more than $20,000 for the | America. 


raveled here. 


her husband. 

Circuit Judge Harry B. Keidan de- 
cided a divorce was the simplest 
solution in the strange case. 
testified that last Dec. 28 she sepa- 
rated from Jack W. Householder 
after he told her that her previous 
marriage to Maurice Levin in New 
York still was legal. She had mar- 
ried Householder in 1936, she said, 
after he had told her that the Levin 
marriage was void because the lat- 


ter was married at the time he went 


Brant claims as Harold | wurphy, who, with brother Harry, 
‘conducts Rainbo Room as well 





formation of the com-| 


mittee and the ‘hundreds of letters | 


This | 


She } 


Albany, N. Y., Sept. 24. 


Rainbo Room of New Kenmore 


Hotel here has reopened for fall- 


winter season. Terry Shand’s orches- | 
| tra, there for a time last spring, has 
| returned for the bow. 


Floor show is being booked by Bob 


as 
the hotel. 


(BS DROPPING 





MILW. HOUSE 


Columbia Artists, Inc., which took 
over booking of the Riverside the- 
| atre, Milwaukee, four weeks ago, is 
discontinuing the deal with the show 
| the week of Oct. 4. 
| Cancellation is by mutual agree- 
ment, it having been found incon- 
| venient to book the spot from New 


| York. 
} 








| e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From VARIETY) 











Mickey Walker, after defending his 
middleweight championship from 
| Dave Shade, journeyed down to 
Texas Guinan’s El Fey Club and won 
| the Charleston contest there. 


| 








| A film contract for $10,000 weekly 
|for 80 weeks was reported turned 

down by Paul Whiteman, He pre- 
| ferred concert. 





| The Broadway strength of ‘Vortex’ 
| and ‘The Green Hat,’ both new for- 


| first week of ‘Hat.’ 


— 





| Sidney Blackmer and Lenore Ulric 


heirs in Charles L. Wagner’s will. 
Blackmer had been under Wagner's 
management for several years, 


Though the production was a dis- 
appointment, George M. Cohan 
opened in Boston with ‘American 
Born’ to one of the most enthusiastic 
personal welcomes 





were said to have been made the | 


in his career. | 


by air needn’t bother with such re- 
strictions, however. 
In Rio, Pernambuco, Fortaleza and 
many another Brazilian city there 
are groups known as the Cultura Ar- 
tistica which try to arrange concerts 
and work with artists or traveling 
|companies. Brazil charges a flat 4% 
'on earnings. It also has a neat sys- 
tem of getting royalties. Every mu- 
sical artist must play at least one 
| Brazilian number on every program. 
The government must collect the 
royalty, which comes to 500 millrays 
($25 U. S.). All concerts are also 
subject to censorship. 
Radio is also limited in Brazil, al- 
though tieups can be arranged. It 


should be remembered that whereas | 


| Lillian Cole, Mandet Bros., 


| Maxellos. 


Brought here to provide the grand- 
|stand attraction at the Neb. State 
| Fair, ‘Music on Wings’ is called the 
| No. 2 show of the Barnes-Carruthers 
| string of five now playing fairs, It 
is nutted at about $10,000 weekly; 
counting moving, and was practically 
'a steal here because it was play or 
lay off a week going into Topeka, 
|Kan., and Mike Barnes elected to 
|'play for two reasons—to keep the 
| people working, and the unit intact, 
jand to convince the Neb. fair board 
that good stuff vill make a grand- 
| Stand pay. 

Barnes won on both counts. 


Neb. 


| ferty, Nine Allen, Earl McVey, Larry 
| Collins, Joe Britton, Chubby Siiver, 
The 


close of the act. Joyce Eimer hasn't 
been around this town in some time 
with her acrobatic work. Little filler 
that is about the best on the show. 
Jennings dance team has a little 
idea of quiet satire of various types 
of ballroom dance routines, but don’t 
fulfill their potentiality. David Dy. 
'rand is a male singer who has little 
to offer. Lee Trent is a tall matinee. 
idol type who tries some comedy 
monolog which he doesn’t know how 
to sell. Darlene is a little dancer 
'who might do better under different 
circumstances, but who's _§handi- 
capped by the general air of futility, 
Bob Freeman, comic, works in sey- 
eral miserable little blackouts, all of 
which are strictly blue and none of 
which manages to raise even a 
snicker. Edith Wilson is a colored 





all of the rest of South America| grandstand shows in the past have| singer who scored best of the show 


speaks Spanish, Brazil speaks Por- 
tuguese. Also, Rio is in the tropics 
and takes things far more easily than 
Argentina. 
Chile 

The theatre as such is practically 
non-existent in Santiago, capital of 
Chile. The 1,400-seat Municipal the- 
atre is just starting a permanent 
_orch. The place is rented to visit- 
ing artists. 
during the season and operas are oc- 
casionally put on. There was a plan 
| for a regular season, but the Popular 
Front Government nixed it. 

Chile, whose money is lowest in 
value, charges the highest percentage 
{on the earnings of visiting artists. 
Starts at 5% and runs up to 15. For 
, those on South American round-trips, 
ithe jaunt from Argentina to Chile, 
unless done by air, means a train and 
bus combo over the Andes. Only 
other spot in Chile is Valparaiso. 
Both cities give name artists sellout 
houses. Chile is currently in a de- 


pression, and while appreciation is | 


high, money is low. It therefor® 
must be considered only in conjunc- 
tion with other countries on a South 
American round-trip basis. 

Other Countries 


Certain facts stand out in a review 

the other countries of South 
Uruguay, usually a short 
stopover for Montevideo audiences, 
has little outside the capital. The 
1,400-seat. Solis is municipally owned, 
This house and the 1,600-seat Sodre 
| get most of the visiting talent. The 
latter has a permanent orchestra but 
no opera. Uruguay collects authors’ 


rights even if he or she has been | 


dead 100 years. Scribblers are di- 
vided into major and minor classes, 
and the tariff runs from 5-10%. The 
Argentine limit runs to 30 years after 
death. Lima, Peru, another good 


through the ceremony with Miss | The Hollis Street theatre premiere | t¢wn, has a municipal theatre with 





Comedies are devised | 


| done well to draw 15,000 people in a 
full week, but the ‘Music’ 


stacked in 30,€90 customers in about | 


half the time, four days. Fair has 


}in a number which is strictly about 


unit | how to treat a man; passable variety, 


original, and 
There are a 


Music is evidently 
hopelessly ineffective. 


| been afraid to risk much money, be-| flock of drops, but most of them are 


|eause every grandstand penny goes 
to holders of $250,000 debentures 
|against the structure, but ‘Music’ pro- 
|vides not only a whale of a lot of 
' prestige for the show proper, but will 
| be the means of diminishing the prin- 
ciple. 

For the unit, which runs around an 
|hour, the headline-selling attraction 
|is Milt Britton’s band. Very familiar 
| to vaude houses, the Britton type of 
|; musical mania is new to the hinter- 
lands, and the blowoff breakage 
| should stitch the rurals who attend 
|fairs. His act, in which he does very 
little personally except pop a fiddle 
|}over one of the guy’s head, features 
‘Larry Collins, comedy trombonist; 
;Joe Britton, who specializes in 
|straight-faced secre -ball stuff; and 
| Tommy Rafferty, an eccentric danc- 
|ing sellout. The Rafferty boy does 
more than any single person, prob- 
ably, to leave the show with @ pleas- 
j}ant memory. 

| Walkmir Trio, perch act, is -the 
opener, expertly lighted, and a good 
;novelty. Closes with two femmes 
doing a muscle grind in opposite di- 
jrections atop the swaying pole rest- 
jing on Walkmir’s forehead. ‘Per- 
|siana,’ a production number, centers 
on Harold and Lola in their snake- 
charmer dance. Girl, togged as a 
| snake, creates a neat illusion, It’s 
, excellent. 

| The White Guard Melody Men, 
octet, grab a mouthful of highlight 
scores from top musical shows such 
as ‘Vagabond King.’ Costuming and 
voice are both above par. Les 
Juvelys, unusual balancers, have a 
| sock turn. 

Nirska, like Britton, trying fairs 
for the first time, offers a butterfly 
ballet fantasy, which is as classical 
as Britton’s efforts are slapstick. 
Backed by the linegirlts, Nirska’s bit, 
built considerably by the music of 


|too small for this stage and the crew 
| had difficulty masking them in. The 
jline consists of eight girls, and it 
|will be years before they'll know 
how to dance. The numbers are be- 
yond description for complete drab- 
ness. 

Added to the show is Mary Car- 
lisle, and she fits into the show per- 
fectly, for she can do nothing on the 
stage. She has some talk with Trent 
and it is one continuous snore for 
the audience. It’s one of those old- 
time personal appearances of a film 
player in which nothing happens, 
and both the audience and the per- 
former are happy when it's all over. 

Business wasn't so good at the sup- 
per show Friday (6). Gold, 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac, N. Y., Sept. 24. 


Margie Regan, sports promoter 
Jimmy Johnston's ex-secretary, was 
mitted and bedsided by Bob Pastor 
and his frau. 

Jim Williams, who did the trick 
|up here years ago, motored in with 
| his frau from Astoria for an over- 
haul and checkup. He is okay. 

The Prixie Sisters (Hazel Smith 
and Joy Navarre) have both received 
good reports at the Will Rogers. 
| Lawrence Navarre, who is connected 
| with the Plymouth hotel, N. Y., mo- 
tored in to see his frau, Joy. 

Marie Froom, ozoner at the Rogers, 
| has received so many good reports 
that she is wending a path to her 
New York City home, Ditto for 








| Kitty Horan, who is now able to mas- 


Izzy Cervone'’s band, rated well in| ter six hours a day at the telephone 


acceptability by an audience which 


switchboard at the Rogers. 








seas 





Ray. | had to turn ’em aw no permanent company and wel-/| probably had never witnessed any- ' . eA . 7 
ay. comes whatever it can get. ithing like it before. Britton is the] .. Flashes of the Colony: Mrs. Wil 
So closeout number. j}liam (‘Mother’) Morris and Ruth 


Bogota, Colombia, has a nationally 
owned Colon theatre which is the! 
center of legit and concert biz. But 


Antenio Ruiz and Rosario Perez, | 
‘The Little Kids from Seville,’ pre- | Alhambra, London, ard won half a 
miece in New York at the Sert/ dozen curtain calls for herself and | 


Room, Waldorf - Astoria, t. Slat ; t . nothing permanent. Mexico ‘ City’s 
pany Thuchin axchoeizn ill play. for | & peat speech at the prem. Soph Relies Artes theatre is nationally 


was doubling into the Kit Kat Club ; : atti 
dinner and supper dancing. there. owned, but often rented to visiting 
- stars or groups. Sometimes a season 


ee | is organized to put on local writers. 
f the STARS 


Morris White registering at the lo- 
cal showshop for bank-night; Dick 
Willis, local m. c., signing up with 
the U. S. flying corps and handing 
his last fiver to the Red Cross; 
Harry (Stuart &) Martin, who has 
had three weeks at the Will Rogers, 


Laugh-provoking knockdown acro- | 
batics come from the combined ef-| 
| forts of the Mandel Bros., who work | 

from a trampoline to hand bal-| 

ancing, which easily could, but never | 
quite seems to jell. The misses and | 
stumbles are played into continual 
audience mirth. The Maxellos, on 
early, are risley workers, three men| passed another natal day. Harry 
and two girls. Present setup of the| was greeted by Ben Schaffer, who 
) act is new, it having been a male/|has spent 18 natal days in the same 
| turn in the past. All stunts, though | sanatorium ; 

| mostly familiar, are smoothly accom- Tommy Campbell, who was a con- 


plished. : 
Lillian Cole is an organist and| ™¢ction with Fay’s, Philadelphia, 
singer, the organ being her best use, took three months to lick this thing. 


and of tremendous value in swelling; John Eaton was 0.0.’ed by his Ma 


Sophie Tucker romped into the 











The State orchestra and other ideas 
lost so much money that the clamor 
'of the press and public forced a dis- 
| continuance. 

| Unions are little known in the in- 
| dustry in South America. In Buenos 
| Aires the Colon is independent, but 
there is a group known as the Asso- 


‘The THEATRE 





>, 


leiation of Orchestral’ Professors the musical backing for the show, and Pa. 
which controls n_ost of the orch busi- ‘ete henge has 24 girls, cap | Sam Hine is a new arrival at the 
ness, , y Martha Henry, and 12 boys, | wi) Rogers, while his wife, Jean, 


very effective under the lights. In| Remember Powers and Wallace? 
the singing buiidup- on the produc-| Well why not send Vernon Wallace 
tion numbers, Nina Allen and Ear]! a little cheerful letter at the Will 
| McVey lend the voices. Emcee is| Rogers. He needs cheer. 
Fyre Klein. Produced by Ainsley Write to those who are ill. 
; Lambert. 

Show would be hard to squeeze - 


3 j}into any other than major theatr 
Robert N. Haster replaces Nan | and other than fairs, would probably 
Elliott as manager of the Chicago | have to play big coliseums or sta- 
office of Columbia Artists, Inc., ef- | diums. It’s a class A production 
fective this week. He was formerly | best of any kind to have played here- 
with CBS in Chicago and St. Louis 





(Last of a series dealing with show 
| business in South America, partic- 
| ularly as it affects American per- 
| formers there). 





| Haster Vice Nan Elliott 


BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 





Clifford’s Own Nitery 
Miami Beach, Sept. 24. 
Pete Clifford's will be the name 
of the old Polo Club here, after the 


abouts in 15 years. Art. 





m.c, 
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MANAGER 


| as a director and producer. 
Miss Elliott’s plans are indefinite, 





RAH-RAH DWIGHT FISKE 
Dubbed a ‘collegiate Dwight 


tinental, East 52d street, N. Y. 
Formerly with Will 


| (ORIENTAL, CHICAGO) 


| Fiske,’ James Copp 3d opens to- | 
| night (Wednesday) at the Cafe Con- | 


Osborne's | 


TATTLE-TALES 


Chicago, Sept. 12. 





Bob Freeman, Lee Trent, Lee 
Murray, Joyce Eimer, Edith Wilson, 
Darlene, 


Dance Team, House Line, Mary Car- 


David Durand, Jennings! 


who heads a new ownership 
management of the spot. 

He’s formerly of the 3 Racket- 
cheers, but has been soloing here- 
abouts, and now, in anticipation of 
the winter season, has piece of his 
own cafe. 




















band he sings his own lyrics while | 'isl!e; ‘Ladies Must Live’ (WB), 


accompanying himself on the piano. 


Best Coffee in England 











| 
| 
| 
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SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


Tuergytamt Beez emetnne ss || QUALITY INN 
BOOKING MANAGER | Reggie Childs crew shifted to bergen poe —— —. of 

G : : | S reviewer as is show. It is! . 

General Amusement Corp. from [unsuitable even for > td t is Leicester Square 





Consolidated Radio Artists. Signed | smallest of | 


Po | the old Cushmez i 
‘five-year GAC agreement Sept. 18. wees 7 ae Benes: 


' Jack Laughlin brought, this thing LONDON, WEST-END 
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Cleve. Gambling Joints The Answer 
To Why Nitery Biz Is In Dumps 





Cleveland, Sept. 24. 


pr. Gallup hasn’t yet framed a 
poll for this question—What’s hap- 
pened to the well-heeled suckers 
who used to support downtown 
niteries and where are they going 
now?’—but a possible answer was 
found in some surprising facts re- 
vealed by the Cuyahoga County 
grand jury's current investigation of 
gambling joints in Northern Ohio. 


Jury investigator who spent sev- 
eral weeks secretly clocking at- 
tendance at the ‘big four’ on the 
outskirts of Cleveland, the Ohio 
Villa, Arrow, Thomas and Harvard 
clubs, reported that all of them 
pulled a total average of 40,000 
chumps into their dice and keno 
wickets weekly. Business for this 
season, some operators frankly ad- 
mitted to him, has boomed over all 
of the last five years’ figures, al- 
though legit niteries are not getting 
any of it. 

Gold rush is partly attributed to 
‘the tempting fact that the four pa- 
latial casinos, besides offering the 
biggest floor shows in this section, | 
recently sweeted the come-on by 
upping keno prizes to a total of more 
than $6,000 daily. Hike was made 
to kill off the small-time city bingo | 
parlors and keno cafes. None of 
them can attempt to equal such ex- 
travagant giveaway prizes. 

Owners of the ‘big four’ make no 
bones about their protected gam- 
bling activities, which are burning 
up the newspapers, grand jury and 
blue-noses who haven't yet found 
any way of stopping them. They 
openly advertise prizes and name- 
stars in suburban sheets, besides of- 
fering free bus service to the suck- 
ers as sugar. Whether keno results 
in profit or loss is also an indifferent 
point, being regarded as chicken- 
feed compared to the huge take from 
table-games. 








Ohio Villa, which has been book- | 
ing such names as Gertrude Niesen, | 
Lou Holtz, Peter Higgins and George | 
Jessel, latter for Oct. 2, has $1,000 
in keno prizes nightly. Harvard | 
Club dittoes. Bigger giveaway of 
$2,100 is Thomas Club’s form of | 
balyhoo, but the Arrow Club paces | 
the field by letting the chumps win 
$2.250 daily on the corn game. 





Seattle Nite Life Up 


Seattle, Sept. 24. | 
With expected wave of more 
spending money, as employment 


gains at shipping yards and aviation 
factories, nightlife is picking up in 
these parts. Latest to open—or re- 
sume operations—with a floor show 
and band is The Ranch, for a dozen 
years operated by Wanda Owen and 
the late Orrin Owen, as leading 
theatre-cafe in entire northwest. 

Spot reopened Thursday night 
(19), George Cook and Otto Wrobee 
operating. Bob Whitson’s band 
and floor show are current. 

China Pheasant, south of town, 
with Abe Brashen orch, is another 
new dine and dance spot. 


CONCERT NAMES SET 
BY MIAMI HOTEL 


Oscar T. Johnson, head of the 
Hollywood Beach Hotel, Hollywood, 
Fla., returns to Dixie this week after 
setting his shows with Jack Bertell 
of Columbia Concerts Corp. Milton 
Douglas will again run the hostelry’s 
Bambo Room, and the season opens 
Dec. 15 with Lawrence Tibbett. 
Thereafter a sequence of special 
Sunday night concert attractions 
will include Helen Jepson, Jose 
Iturbi, Viravi, Fray and Braggioiti, 
and Alec Templeton, in that se- 
quence. Templeton is virtually set, 
by arrangement with MCA, but not 
Officially johnhenryed. 


Eddy Oliver's band is set for the 
S€ason, i 


} 











Harry Delmar’s Chore | 


Buffalo, Sept. 24. | 
The Buffalo Athletic Club, in as- 


S0ciation with the Buffalo Broadcast- | 
Mg Corp. 


+ 


| clubs. 


| on the 
{Labor and the American Guild of 
| Variety Artists to take steps to help | pit orch and guest maestros begin- 


' 
.3 





Cafe Society’s Downtown 
Show Into Uptown Branch 


Cafe Society Downtown is chang- 
ing its show in toto Oct. 1. Albert 
Ammons and Pete Johnson, ‘Boogie- 
Woogie’ boys at this spot for 22 con- 
secutive months; Hazel Scott, in same 
place 11 months; Golden Gate quar- 
tet, with a nine-month record; and 
Teddy Wilson's orch shift to Cafe So- 
ciety Uptown, opening after a week’s 
rest on Oct. 8. 

New show beginning Oct. 1 at the 
Downtown includes Sister Rosetta 
Tharpe, spiritual singer-guitarist; Art 
Tatum, swing pianist; Billie Holiday, 
blues singer; Meade Lux Lewis, 
boogie-woogie pianist, and Joe Sulli- 
van’s mixed band. Sullivan, white 
leader with an all-Negro band, was 
at Cafe Society for nine months end- 
ing last June 1. 


PITT’S VAUDE 
NOW ’N’ THEN 


— | 





Pittsburgn, Sept. 24. 

Looks like a strictly off again-on 
again presentation policy for Stan- 
ley, WB deluxer, this season. After 
reopening last week with Mickey 
Rooney, and breaking all-time house 
record at better than $36,000, follow- 
ing more than three vaudeless 
months, house is back to straight pix 
again for at least a month, with next 
show set being condensed George 
White ‘Scandals’ Oct. 18. 


Harry Kalmine, zone manager for 
WB here, says he has enough good 
film product on hand to spread out 
over Stanley and Penn, which oper- 
ate under a Loew-Warner pooling 


| agreement, and that he'll book only 


the top vaude, radio, screen and 
band names. If they're not avail- 
able, he'll settle for films only, he 
says. 

Rooney's biz is still talk oi town, 
considering fact that he beat Kay 


| Kyser’s previous high by more than 


a grand, while at the same time 
playing to twice as many juve ad- 
missions as Kyser did. Traffic jam 
over weekend was worst here in 
years, and police officials laid it to 
Rooney's Stanley appearance. 


Dance Instructors Nix 
Nijinsky and Mixing 


At Convention In Pitt | Arena Cen-ween series folds. 


Weston’s $4,821 Tax Lien 


St. Louis, Sept. 24. 

An income tax lien of $4,821 
against Clyde A. Weston, ousted 
business representative of IATSE, 
Local No, 143, who was convict- 
ed on 11 counts of violating the 
Racketeering Act, was filed in 
the U. S. district court here last 
week by the Collector of Internal 
Revenue. The lien is based on 
deficiency assessments for the 
years of 1935, 1936 and 1937. 

Weston testified during the 
trial that he was business agent 
for Local No. 143 until Novem- 
ber 13, 1935, when he went to 
Los Angeles as an international 
representative of the union and 
returned the following February. 


Settles With ASCAP As 
Van Loads Furnishings 


On Saturday Afternoon 


Milwaukee, Sept. 24. 


When Sam Pick, veteran operator 
of the Club Madrid, swankiest road- 
house in this area, refused to pay 
all of a $760 judgment obtained by 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers in behalf of 
{rving Berlin, Inc., for copyright in- 
fringement, Robert A, Hess, 
ASCAP’s legal rep, obtained an or- 
der of execution, Federal Deputy 
United States Marshals William J. 
McCormick and Joseph Blazejewski 
drove out to the Blue Mound road 
nitery with an eight-ton moving van 
and began loading chairs, tables, bar 
stools and other properties. 

It was Saturday afternoon, with a 
big weekend business in prospect. 
Pick put in a rush call for Hess, set- 
tlement was made, and now it's busi- 
ness as usual. 


SUNDAY BANDSHOWS 
OK IN NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Sept. 24. 
Band-vaude is doing healthy one- 
day biz here at the Arena Sundays. 




















Opening a fall series Sept. 15 with 
Jack Teagarden and seven acts to 
nice houses at both mat and night 
shows, boxoffice held up again last 
Sunday (22) with Ella Fitzgerald 
band, plus a stage show headed by 
Beverly Roberts. Harry James is 
set for Sept. 29. 

Arena is a 6,000-seat auditorium 
that houses hockey during the sea- 
son. Vaude series is run in spring 
and fall. Nate Podoloff heads op- 
| eration of the Arena and shows are 
booked by Jimmie Evans. 


Town will have additional vaude 
starting Sat. (28) when Bijou, down- 
town subsequent runner, brings back 
one-day shows. Spot is slated to ex- 
j}pand to two or three days, when 








Dancing Masters of America, inde- | Pitt Nixon Wants Reyeses 


pendent organization claiming a 
membership of 1,800 dance instruc- 
tors, 
other dance teacher groups to bring 
Nijinsky to the U. S. Organization 


| has also taken a stand against en-| 
forced ‘mixing’ by dancers in night | Reyes is being sought by Nixon 
Both moves were taken at | Cafe management to return shortly | 


is opposing the proposal of | 


| To Front Rhumba Orch 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. 


Rhumba team of Raur and Eva 


N. Y. Local's Re 





Akron Nitery Manager | 
A Suicide by Poison 


Akron, Sept. 24. 

Jack Levin, 30, manager of the | 
Wagon Wheel night club here, died | 
in St. Thomas hospital here after | 
he was found ill in his car. He told 
deputy sheriffs that he had swal- 
lowed 10 poison tablets, adding that 
he had been worried over prolonged 
ill health, 

Levin, a native of Seattle, Wash., 
and a former baseball player at Le- 
land Stanford university, lived with 
his parents here. His uncle, Joseph 
Levin, owns the night club, 








RKO is mulling the idea of re- 
suming vaude in some of its New 
York nabes, but strictly on last 
halves as a break in the dual pix 
diet. 

John J. O’Connor, operating head 
of RKO theatres, stated Monday (23) 
that the idea is still ‘speculative’ and 
not concrete. He stated that this 
type of operation, in effect in Bos- 


Kelly Back As Chief of Philly AGVA, ° 
Nat'l Bd. Placing Him on ‘Probation’; 


solution Bans Reds 


+ 


Tom Kelly, executive secretary of 
the Philadelphia local of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, who 
was ousted Aug. 20 by Hoyt Had- 
dock, national executive secretary, 
was reinstated Monday (23) for a 
‘probationary period’ by AGVA’s na- 
tional board meeting in New York. 
The vote was unanimous after it was 
made clear that the essence of the 
board’s decision was: Kelly should 
have been fired, but that Haddock’s 
method was wrong. 

This puts a quietus on what threat- 
ened to become another cause ce- 
lebre within AGVA, especially in 
consideration of the stormy Philly 
local membership meeting last Tues- 


day (17) which endorsed Kelly and 
RKO MULL insisted upon his _ reinstatement. 
«Ze | Threats were made that the Philly 


local would secede from AGVA if 


| Kelly was not reinstated. 
VAUDE IN NA As a sop to Haddock, the national 
-| board, after reinstating Kelly, gave 


a vote of confidence to the national 
executive secretary. Kelly then made 
a speech to the board, claiming that 
the Philly local would be a credit to 
AGVA henceforth. There’s no time 
limit on his probationary period, but 
it’s presumed he must prove himself 
satisfactory within three or four 
months. 


With Kelly back at the helm in 


Philadelphia, Lee Travers, whom 
Haddock appointed both national 





ton and Syracuse, is not very profit- 
able but at least helps pay the 
rent, 

O’Connor pointed to a couple of 
drawbacks. One of these, he said, is 
the lack of talent. Another is the 
fact that the stage equipment of 
many of the RKO houses has gone 
to seed because of disuse. 








Brighton Beach Spot 
Reverts to Vaude On 
Contingent Legit Basis 





Brighton Beach theatre, on the 
vaude for two weeks starting Sept. 
30 with a bill topped by Henny 
| Youngman and Smith and Dale. Ar- 
thur Klein, who booked Shubert 
vaude in the old days, has set the 
Brighton show out of Harry.Bestry’s 
office. House is operated by A. Ed- 
ward Goldberg, who is playing the 
vaude in between traveling legit. 
The vaude show is being framed 
into a revue titled ‘Broadway Rev- 
els’ and will play sans film. 
The Brighton years ago 
of the bigtime houses booked by the 
Keith office, operating only during 
the summer. Of late years, however, 
the resort has grown into a year- 
round residential neighborhood due 


| Ment buildings. 
Whether the house will play vaude 


the DMO’s convention in Pittsburgh. | for indefinite stay at the head of, beyond the set two weeks depends 


Opposition against the purported 
plan to bring Nijinsky to America is 
on the ground that the dancer, for 
some years a patient in a Swiss men- 
tal sanitarium, could not be helped 
by treatment in this country. DMO 
resolution on the subject asserts that 
‘dancing will best be served by dis- 
his 


couraging any exploitation of 
plight.’ Resolution refers to Nijin- 
sky as ‘the greatest male dancer of 


all times.’ 


Resolution against ‘mixing’ de- 
clares that enforced mixing and 
drinking with customers threatens 
the health of dancers and is ‘de- 

» : , - , av s 
grading’ to those who have spent 


years training for their profession. 
It condemns the practice and calls 
American Federation of 


halt it 


N. Y. VERSAILLES SETS 


| Xavier 


| 
| 


| 


Se vil Syonse Yomi” JANE FROMAN, PARKER 


Red Cross Nov. 8 and 
7 the Erlanger theatre, Buffalo. | 
a Delmar will produce and the | 
©w will include some original 
numbers by him. | 
Show, which is to have an all- | 
uffa ©, non-pro cast, is being BU | 
Petvised by Herbert Rice, Buffalo 
badcasting -exer: «~~: 





Jane Froman and Frank Parker 
will be New York-debut cate attrac- 
tions at the Versailles this season. 
Miss Froman opens Nov. 14 for two 
and possibly three weeks. Parker 
comes in Dec. 5. 

Jack Bartell of CBS agented. 


| 
| 


their own rhumba band. Nixon has 
recently gone in for alternating 
orchs and wants Reyes couple, who 
recently completed month's run, toa 
polish off the conga rhythms and 
also double in floorshow. 

Team hasn’t yet made up its mind, 


but it’s said to be considering the 
proposition favorably. They close at 
the Beachcomber in New York this 


weekend and then go to Statler ho- 
tel in Detroit for three weeks with 
Cugat, after which they’re 
free to accept Nixon offer or 
it down, 


Letout of Buff. Pic 
Orch Stirs Comment 
Buffalo, Sept. 24. 


Elimination of the Shea’s Buffalo | 


ning this week, after 14 years of the 


| 
same policy at the house, has stirred | S@! 
| will be tagged Beachcomber and vir- | 
itually rebuilt. 


up comment among local theatrego- 
ers and in the vox’ pop columns of 
the newspapers. 

Vincent R. McFaul, general man- 
ager of the Shea chain, announced 
that the discontinuance was tempo- 
rary. He stated that the Buffalo 


will feature an average of two stage | holding forth in lounge. 


shows each month in the immediate 
future, and that many members of 
the present pit group will be util- 


stage productions 


turn | 


j} lounge accommodating 300, making 
| it Miami’s largest nitery. 


on the legit bookings. If not enough 
of the latter are available, it’s pre- 
sumed Goldberg will continue 
spacing them out with variety shows. 
There’s no vaude in 
vicinity. 





'PROSER GROUP BUYS 
| MIAMI ROADSIDE REST 


aii 

Miami, Sept. 24 
were completed last 
| week for purchase of Roadside Rest 
{from Leon Shore by combine includ- 
‘ing Gaines Bros., operators of Demp- 
sey-Vanderbilt, Monte Proser, Wal- 
|ter Batchelor and Car] Erbe. 

Spot, which did fadeout last sea- 
‘son, was patterned after Shore's 
|Long Island establishment of the} 
same name. Under new owners it 


| 
| y P 
| Negotiations 


Plans call for huge 
patio seating 700 and indoor cocktail 


Rotating name band policy will be 
followed in patio, with rhnumba crew 





Hildegarde Halliday, monologist ) 
recently at the Rainbow Room. N. Y., | 


ocean front in Brooklyn, reverts to | 


was one} 


to the construction of many apart- | 


the Brighton | 


|Hattie Reavis, 


} 
/and), 


representative and executive secre- 
tary in Kelly’s place, will be sent out 
| of town as national representative. 
| He'll either go to New England or 
| else into the Southwest. 

Kelly was fired by Haddock despite 
| the fact that the Philly local board 
| had voted to retain him. The oppo- 
| sition to this, as well as to Travers, 
, Was immediate and, in a couple of 
instances, violent. 

N. ¥. Local Bars Communists 


Another important move within 
AGVA was made late Monday night 
at the membership meeting of the 
N. Y. local at the Edison hotel. Os- 
tensibly called to nominate new offi- 
cers for the N. Y. branch, the meet- 
ing was jolted by Ben Haskell, m.c., 
who asked for a suspension of the 
rules so that he could introduce a 
| resolution which would bar those 
; members of subversive groups from 
|being or becoming members of 
| AGVA or holding official or paid 
positions with the union. 
| The resolution was aimed chiefly, at 
| some alleged communist members 
|and officers of AGVA. Phil Irving, 
| N. Y. local executive secretary, and 
| Michael Lewis, member of the N. Y. 
| local board, both of whom have been 
| accused of being Reds, opposed the 
| resolution, but only on the grounds 
| that it was out of order. They were 
| voted down, however, and the reso- 
| lution was passed by a wide majority 
| of the 100-odd who were at the meet- 
; ing. 

While the resolution right now re- 
fers strictly to the N. Y. local, it is 
| expected that the national board will 
| adopt a similar one for the national 
| organization at its next meeting next 
| Monday (30), 

Board of 21 Upped to 31 

At the N. Y. local meeting to 
nominate officers and board for the 
ensuing year it was decided to in- 
crease the board, now numbering 21, 
to 31, including the officers. Added 
nominations may be made by peti- 
t10n. 

Those proposed for officers are 
Jimmy Hollywood (Radio Rogues) 
and Peter Wells for president; Elton 
Rich, Dave Fox and Consuelo Flow- 
erton, first vice-president; Henry 
Youngman and Romo Vincent, sec- 
ond v.p.; Hazel Scott and Janet Rey- 
nolds, third v.p.; Syd Chatton, fourth 


{ 
| 
} 
| 


| v-p.; Eddie Bartell and Jack Gilford, 


fifth v.p.; Charles Arno and Sid 
Marion, recording secretary, and 
Sam Kramer and Hal Sherman, 


treasurer. 
Nominees for the board are Helen 


| Sanford, Alvin Padgett, Ben Haskell, 


Naie Ward, Billy Revel, Don de Leo, 
Edith Delaney, Jay 
Moya Gifford, Constantin 
Carol Murphy, Billy Mce- 
Elizabeth Savage, Ruth 
Charles Ali, Nicko (Grace 
David Sorin, John Nathan, 
Victor Rocco, Charles King, Thelma 
Flowers, Tyler Carpenter, Mae Ju- 
dels, Lorraine King, Diane del Rio, 


Seiler, 
Tarrant, 
Gowan, 
Rocco, 


| ized in conjunction with some of the | goes to Spivy’s Roof, N. Y., tonight | Winnie Gray, Mack = Pearson and 
| (Wednesday). ae, Tok. 


Jean Rochelle. 


hoe 
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Cavalcade Pageant 





By SAM X. HURST 
St. Louts, Sept. 20. 

‘St. Louis Cavalcade,’ a combo of 
drama, history, rodeo and circus 
woven into a two-hour show by the 
William Morris agency, out of New 
York, for the benefit of the St. Louis 
Pension & Charities Assn., proved a 
solid click when it began a fortnight’s 
run in the $7,000,000 Municipal Au- 
ditorium last week. Scouts from De- 
troit, Cleveland and other midwest 
towns were on hand to give the new 
entertainment idea the 0.0. with a 
view of having similar productions 
presented in their communities. 

Idea grew out of a powwow held, 
between Mayor Bernard F. Dick- | 
mann, auditorium manager James E. | 
Darst, William Morris, Jr., and Lou | 
Wolfson, of the N. Y. Morris office, ' 
last spring and a contract was signed 
for Wolfson to supervise. Lem Ward 
wrote and directed the production, 
his showmanship in handling of de- 
tails coming through in all depart- 
ments. : 

Five local radio gabbers, stationed | 
in a booth at a far end of the hall, | 
narrate the pantomimic action in the 
huge arena of the Convention Hall 
and the shifting of action from one} 
end of the building to the other en- | 
ables the grippers to set scenes for | 
those just used, without interruption | 
of the action or distracting the at-| 
tention of the customers. As one) 
scene is ended the house is darkened | 
and spots take up more action so) 
far away that no time is lost. 

With a wealth of historical back- | 

round to choose from, Ward starts | 

is pageant with the St. Louis, 
World’s Fair in 1904, flashed back to | 
early pioneer days, bringing the story | 
up to date just before the finale. The 
first scene, ‘The Pike,’ the amuse- | 
ment lane at the fair, commemorates | 
of the Louisiana Purchase, with a, 
seudo John Philip Sousa leading a | 
te in the tandem-bicycle era. “The | 
Old Scout and Danny’ (Steve Tam- | 
many and Barry Mineah), visitors to | 
the fair, one with experiences of the 
pioneer days and the lad with his 

eyes turned to the future, tell the | 
story that unfolds rapidly. To spot) 
the circus acts that abound in the} 
cavalcade the story tells of the free | 
acts seen at the fair. These include | 
the Five Fearless Flyers. many | 
clowns, Mile. Lalage, the Christiani 
Troupe, Roscoe Anderson & Co., and 
the Sensational Hustries. 

All the warbling stints. except for | 
Negro spirituals in the ‘Show Boat’ 
scene in the second act, are carried | 
by Walter Cassel, baritone; and} 
Leone Foley, soprano, and they, 
score all the way through. They first 
do ‘Bicycle Built for Two,’ from the, 
center of the arena while 24 gals, | 
togged in the bike dress of the 1904 | 
period, ride bicycles through in- 
tricate formations. 

From the World’s Fair the action 
shifts to the Pony Express days, a 
flashback, as St. Louis was a depot 
for the express riders in the pioneer 
days of 1860. The signing of the 
treaty with France in 1803 for the | 
purchase of the Louisiana territory, | 
its ratification in Congress, and St. | 
Louis being under three flags (Snan- 
ish, French and American) all in 
one day form the basis for tableaux 
eg pe on the stage under bril- 

iant lights. At a fur trappers’ cele- 


bration, Cassel wins a salvo with his | 
warbling of ‘Let’s Drink,’ and Bud | 


and Rosa Carlell, whipcrackers, and 
the Christiani troupe gives an ex- 
hibition of its routines. 

A pantomime of the volunteer buc- 
ket brigade method of fighting fires 
furnishes the basis for displaying the 
progressive steps made in fire-fight- 
ing, with the volunteer pump com- 
panies yielding to modern apparatus. 
Motorized fire pumpers, ambulances, 
police apparatus, etc., all of which 
respond to present-day alarms, are 
driven into the arena with sirens 
wide open and a short pantomime of 
what each does. 

Tom Mix, still a fave, wins ova- 
tions when he rides into the arena 
on Tony, giving an exhibition of 
shooting skill as a preliminary to a 
roundup, bulldogging, roping, etc., 
of John A. Guthrie’s cowboys. After 
intermission, the program resumes 
with a scene of the showboat. Mary 
Lou, a chapter in Mississippi River 
steamboat history, with Negroes 
singing spirituals, a cakewalk rou- 
tine by the line (24) and some more 
excellent warbling by Cassel and 
Miss Foley, their numbers 
Stephen Foster’s ‘Jeanie With the 


Light Brown Hair’ and ‘Beautiful | 


Dreams.” 
The convention to discuss the pro- 
osed railroad from the Mississippi 


Clicks in St. Loo; 





Show Scouted By Other Citie 


equine routine and the Hustries go- 


‘ing into their aerial act, the attack 


on the stockade at Bad Axe river, 
north of St. Louis in 1823 by Black 
Hawk and his warriors, and the ulti- 
mate rescue by troopers from the 
Jefferson Barracks. Year 1940 is then 
brought into the picture, as the finale, 
the stage floodlighted and the Jeffer- 


son Memorial idea being presented | 


with the famous Rock House, Old 
Cathedral and Court House being 
the only three buildings to remain 
when that portion of the river front 
is preserved as a memorial to Presi- 
dent Thomas Jefferson. 7 

Lem Ward’s skillful blending and 
presentation of the entire production 
technique is a combo of motion pic- 
tures, radio and the dramatic. Mon- 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. | 





Jan Savitt Orch (16) 
Bon, Alien DeWitt; Al Norman with 
| Jerry Lester, Lester Oman, Andrews 
Sisters (3); ‘Rangers of Fortune 
, (Par), reviewed in Variety, Sept. 11. 
| Jan Savitt’s band and comedian, 
' Jerry Lester, in combination with the 
rest of the bill, back up the Fred 


MacMurray screen starrer in easy 
fashion this stretch. Savitt and Les- 
ter run neck and neck for lead 


| honers, and the remaining turns, the 
' Andrews trio, marionet manipulator 
Lester Oman and Al Norman, assist- 
ant to Lester, aren’t far behind. 
Savitt’s band establishes its worth 
without question from the first num- 
| ber, an unbilled familiar piece that 
ranges from lower to more boister- 


ous registers. As the outfit goes 
'throuch its paces, its even, strong 


'temnos, pep, bounce and all-around 
flexibility stamp it as one of the 
‘finest entries in the name-band 
sweepstakes. It gets much more 
‘chance to stow than the usual Par 


with Bon' 


just as able service from Eddie 
Scherer, drummer in Joe Fecher's pit 
orch. 
The Willie West and McGinty com- 
pany registers solidly, as it has for 
years. Their demonstration of how 
not to put up a building clicks off 
rowdy laughs with precision and 
they close the show with a bang. | 
Sara Ann McCabe is a singer with- 
out fear of the high notes and she 


STATE, N. Y. 


Milton Berle, Kitchen 
Ginger Harmon, Four Step 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G), 





Pirates, 
Bros,; 





Milton Berle sounding off: ‘I went 
over to see Al Jolson (‘Hold On to 
| Your Hats’) and laughed so hard that 


I dropped my pencil and paper!’ 
Anyone who can tap himself jn 
referring to his supposed former 
frailty has a true sense of humor, 


trills through ‘The South American 
Way’ and a Rudolf Friml medley 
without any trouble. — pave a 

, by usi ; n merican’ for | 
a bacebas and Berle’s got it. 

Gil and Bernice Maison hoof it; About four months ago this ani- 
briefly, but their mainstay is a batch;mated comedian-master of cere. 
of stunt dogs who seem to like going|monies played Loew's Broadway 
through their paces. A non-coopera- | house and had 'em all laughing. He's 
tive bull with a sleepy look provides; doing it again and the final stage 
springboard for several gags. Male | show on the opening night (19) was 
member of act handles pooches bet-| jammed to the hilt, plus. 


ter than his added chores as m.c. 7” He is working through the 60- 
minute bill of four turns. It's not 


show. 

Four Hollywood Blondes open the eyactly a one-man show, but it 
bill with fast roller-skating stunts seems that no matter how ‘good the 
;supporting turns may be, they are 


which seem more dangerous than 
really his stooges. Berle starts and 


most. Gals are all lookers, 
finishes the show, after a series of 





Biz only fair Saturday (21), but) 
sultry weather hit attendance. 


roe Hackett’s lighting and trick ef-| stage band due to the limited time 


/ pages 


! sonnel, 


being | 


fects register. t 
manager, Lalla Bauman did 
dance routines, and Lionel Newman 
a moving score. 


A souvenir program of over 300 and are gotten out of the way be- 
tween the leadoff Lester Oman turn | 


of ads further swells the 


charity funds. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 





Buffalo, Sept. 20. 
Will Osborne Orch (14), Emerald 


Sisters, Masters and Rollins, Dick 
‘Stinky’ Rogers; ‘Ladies Must Live’ 
(WBa. 





Although Will Osborne's slide band 
is very much in the milieu of this 
house, it looks as if the management 
embarked upon an economy program 
in booking the attraction. Against 
the stiff competition in stage shows 
which is in evidence along the local 
main stem this season, a production 
like this can hardly be expected to 
hold up. Outside of the band per- 
there are only two acts, 
neither of which can rightfully be 
classed as features. 

Masters and Rollins, with songs, 
dances and patter, are hardly for a 
deluxe presentation. The Emerald 
Sisters labor through a good, fast 
knockabout turn and are about as 
much of a novelty as the show has to 
deliver 

Staging is nondescript: production 
and lighting are only adequate. A 
brassy band opening is followed by 
‘Smile Again,’ slippery for the 
trombs, and Osborne’s baritoning of 
‘Blueberry Hill,’ with the full band 
blowing ‘Breeze and I’ at the wind- 
up. Dale Jones resurrects ‘Nobody’ 
to good advantage, and ‘Tuxedo 
Junction’ is a blaring showpiece for 
the reeds and drums. Swinging of 
‘Hungarian Rhapsody’ is also okay. 
The group’s travestied imitations of 
famous radio bands hit the peak spot 
of the proceedings, with their bur- 
lesque waxing plenty wide and hot. 
Dick Rogers, ominously underlined 
in the advertising as ‘Stinky,’ hardly 
lives up to the billing, but the title 
conveys a pretty good idea of his 
contribution. Rogers is No. 1 pianist 
with the band, but his outstanding 
offering is his dueting with Jones of 
his own ‘18fh and 1Sth on Chestnut 
Street.’ 

House at supper show opening day 
(20) was thin. Burton. 


STRAND, SYRACUSE 


Syracuse, Sept. 20. 
Don Cummings, Nellie Arnaut and 
Brothers, Roy Davis, Barr and Estes, 
| Winter Sisters (3); Myron Levee 
House Orch; ‘Millionaires in Prison’ 
| (RKOq@ and ‘Haunted House 
| (Mono). 


Novelty spices the current Strand 
offering, and while Cab Calloway 
was tops here last week, the audi- 
ence, at this catching, showed com- 
plete approval for the switch in the 
type of show. Largely, this is due 
to Don Cummings, personable, smooth 
|and good for plenty of laughs as he 
doubles in the emcee role. 

Show loses little time moving into 
high as it opens with Nellie Arnaut 
and Brothers. Their dance and acro- 
bats while fiddling away went big. 
But then they give the customers 


' plenty more by coming out in feath- 


ered costumes for a clever whistling- 
dialog routine. 

Roy Davis does what, for Syracuse, 
at least, is a new stunt, a novelty 
billed as ‘Phony Graff.’ It’s a pan- 
tomime routine in which he uses a 
portable record-player. The discs do 
all the singing while Davis goes 
through the motions, ranging from 


| Al Jolson in ‘Sonny Boy’ to Bonnie 
' Baker in ‘You'd Be Surprised.’ Click 


stuff. 


Marc Daniels is stage , consumed by each act. 
the approximately 70 minutes. 


| 


| 





Show runs 


Band’s two vocalists, Bon Bon and | 
Allen DeWitt, follow one another 





and Lester. It isn’t usual to bunch | 
vocalists; the spot they hold is prac- | 


tically the only one possible for) 
them. Bon Bon does four tunes. 
DeWitt two, the colored singer 


clicking easily with ‘Nagasaki,’ the 
controversial ‘WPA’ and a fast ‘Um-| 
brella Man,’ with this audience: 
recognizing and highly appreciating | 
‘120 in the Books’ particularly. He | 


has to intro Savitt’s neat writing of | 


‘Kansas City Mood’ to get off. De-| 


Witt goes over with the femme con- | 
tingent. 
Never Smile Again’ and ‘Fools Rush | 
In’ is only so-so. 


but his handling of ‘I'll! 


Oman follows the band’s show-) 
opening number. His handling of | 


various puppets, in full view of the! 


audience, but with a small spotlight | 
on the dolls alone, which confines) 
attention to them, is clever and well | 
worth the returns garnered. Initial 
attempt is with two colored dolls for 
a shag dance, next a skater to Vien- 
nese music, a phosphorescent skele- 
ton that provides laughs, and a clos- 
ing flower-selling old lady working 
to the tune ‘Little Old Lady.’ The 
illusions are perfect. Act gets im-| 
mense help from the Savitt musical | 
backing, too. 

Lester just finished as a summer | 


Kent. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 








Jimmy Dorsey Orch with Helen! 


O'Connell, Bob Eberle, Audrey, 
Corley, Marc Ballero, Chuck and 
Chuckles; Shorts and Newsreels. 





The Flatbush, which teed up its 
winter season of vaude plus shorts 
and newsreels last week with the 
Sally Rand revue and Art Jarrett's 
orchestra, has built its current show 
around Jimmy Dorsey's band. With 
a few minor exceptions it’s all first- 
rate entertainment, and it proved 
very likable ta a comfortably filled 
house when caught opening night 
(Thursday). 

Dorsey’s band is fresh from a 
healthy road trip, which has re- 
flected heightened interest in_ the 
outfit. Successive click recordings 
of ‘The Breeze and I,’ ‘Madame La- 
Zonga’ and others, have done much 
to emphasize respect for the organi- 
zation, Occupying the major portion 
of the 75-minute presentation here, 
the band proves that its spurt was 
no accident. 
improved considerably 
stature, and its leader has changed 
from a deadpan instrumentalist to a 
smiling, affable m.c. 


Group is carefully rehearsed, 


made up of solid brass and sax sec-| 
tions and based on good tempoes.|the Four Step Brothers, 


;the Wind’ is closing at Astor, 


It is an outfit that has| ! 
in musical, lull in Berle’s clowning gets over 


phoney but rather funny headlines 
from non-existent dailies are flashed 
on the screen such as: ‘Gone With 
Milt 
Berle is opening at the State. More 
Wind.’ 

Comic opened with remarks about 
conscription, saying he would be 
glad to be drafted, if they ‘let my 
mother go along with me.’ He bursts 
into song, lyric being ‘If It’s Good 
Enough for Uncle Sam,’ It’s Good 
Enough for Me,’ which blends into 
‘I’m an American.’ 


Some of the gags fell flat, as for 
instance that about going to dine ‘six 


| when t away from the theatre’ and 


when ae d 
| know if there was a jury or an audi- 
ence out front. Berle didn’t have 
much to do with the Kitchen Pirates, 
formerly called the Stuart Morgan 
Dancers. It is a crack adagio quar- 
tet, one of the best on the boards, 
with a routine that is as daring as 
any. 

Longest clowning by Berle with an 
act starts with the entrance of Ginger 
Harmon, whom Berle calls ‘a mat- 
zoth ball of dynamite.’ Peppy little 
songstress starts with ‘Do I Love 
You,” seconds with a long version of 
‘Old Man Mose’ and during a partial 





‘The Nearness of You.’ While she 
gives, the ever-acting comic is down 
in the pit if not dancing in the center 
aisle. 

But Berle isn’t through yet. After 
Harlem's 


replacement, with Tommy Dorsey’s | Its only drawback, and an annoying | contribution to George White's most 
band, for the Bob Hope Pepsodent| one, is the cymbal emphasis of its|recent ‘Scandals,’ go through most 


radio show. His zanyisms are fast 
and boisterous, so fast that at a couple 


He’s a 
this 


Buddy Shutz. 
but at 


drummer, 
capable skin beater, 


,of their routine, 
more laughs. 


he joins up for 
Colored hoofers are 


of points when caught he had to stop | catching was entirely too loud and/rhythm tappers, and all have some- 
and wait for his audience to catch! seemed most of the time to think! thing on the ball, either in ensemble 


up. It’s hard to describe everything | 
he does; in fact, it’s impossible, but 
suffice it to say that it clicks 100%. 
Most of it is plain nutty, but of a 
sort to get howls. Thing like ‘Punch- | 
Drunk Baritone’ and interpolations | 
of ‘Ole Man River’ and ‘Roamin’ in | 
the Gloamin,” with inserted cracks | 
and business, are strong. 

Norman is on with Lester and solo, | 
but is really an act in himself. Starts 
with a dance routine that alternates 
between soft-shoe and jitterbug. | 


centric hoofing, while the latter ex- | 
hibits a pair of rubbery pins that| 
win laughs. Guy’s educated feet al- | 
ways seem on the verge of tangling; 
they trip so fast. Lester joins for a 
comical subway straphanging bit and | 
the pair do a dance duo to finish. | 
Commanding arrangement of a Rach- 
maninoff piece by the band precedes 
the Andrews Sisters. 

Vocal trio are on their fifth trip 
at this house, and prove inconsistent 
in comparison to their other show- 
ings here. Beginning with a so-so 
arrangement of ‘Ferryboat Serenade,’ 
the trio roll through ‘Pe-6-5000,’ 
‘Rhumboogie,’ from their recent film, 
‘Beer Barrel Polka,’ on demand, and 
‘Beat Me Daddy.’ Second and last 
two are the most effectively deliv- | 
ered: the others seemed to lack the 


}punch that the trio is able to get 
}into, for instance, their writing of 


| ride the elevator 


' 


| 
| 


‘Beer Barrel.” Neatly costumed trio 
into the pit with 
Savitt, vocalling his ‘It’s a Wonder- 
ful World’ theme. Wood. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 


Newark, N. J., Sept. 21. 

Joe Penner with Dick Ryan and| 

Joe Devling, Willie West and Mc- 

Ginty (4). Sara Ann McCabe, Gil} 

and Bernice Maison, Four Hollywood | 

Blondes, Joe Fecher’s House Orch; 
‘Money and the Woman’ (WB). 





The Adams management gets only | 
ho-hum results this week in passing | 
up temporarily its previous policy of | 
having a name band on bill, although 


| tice Makes Perfect,’ follows it with 


| polished 





o the Pacific Ocean in 1849 is an-| The Barr and Estes dance carica- 
other tableau on the stage and the tures are kind of old by now, but 
holdup of the St. Louis Midland the gag of the guy riding the crowded 
railroad train by Jesse James and his , street car is done so well that it gets 
gang follows. When this scene blacks over big. Cummings fills a spot with 
out, a tableau of James’ grave and some gags and then goes into some 
tombstone at Kearney, Mo., is pre- rope tricks, a la Will Rogers. The 
sented on the stage. 'gags leave Will’s laurels unsullied. 

The action shifts to the disastrous | But it’s all done very smoothly. 
tornado in 1896 which took several Program winds up with the three 
hundred lives, made more vivid by blonde Winter Sisters in some danc- 
an airplane fan blowing clouds of ing acrobatics. The tumbling is well- 
dust and toppling over a paper mache executed and builds up to a climax 
building. Afterwards the story with some full twisters and one and 
shifts hack, to , World’s Fair with ‘a half twisters that scored heavily. 
the Christianis back for another) Soff. 


all five acts do fairly well. 


shows in this house, 
Joe Penner gets marquee rating. 
It’s old-home week for him. He de- 


before radio and the flickers carried 
him to top. The pattern of his of- 
fering remains unchanged — some 
two-way gags, a couple of comic 
songs and a restaurant skit. Cus- 
tomers thought it was ok. Dick 
Ryan and Joe Deviing are straights 
and latter, as hard-boiled waiter, 
does the most work. Comedian gets 





Name | 
orch on stage seems to lend class to | 


veloped much of his stuff when a 
Newark fixture back in boom days, | 





that his setup consisted of only bass 
drum and brassware. 

However, there can be no argu- 
ment with the band’s work other- 
wise. It’s a top aggregation and 
its arrangements of pops or novel- 
ties are among the best. At this 
showing it clicked on ‘John Silver,’ 
an old but remade and improved 
writing; ‘On the Trail,’ featuring 
brisk trombone ‘passages by Nat 
Lebovsky; ‘Man and His Drums,’ 
spotlighting Shutz, 
ing. Each one of the tunes, including | 
those done by Helen O’Connell and 
Bob Eberle, are treated to special 
lighting tricks, which, with the light- 
ing of the band’s stands, etc., rates 
a nod. 

Of the two vocalists, Miss O’Con- 
nell is on first, following Audrey 
Corley, opener. She does first ‘Prac- 


‘Hep-tu Hootie,’ and ‘Madame La- 
Zonga’ and ‘All of Me’ as encores. | 
Latter could easily have been! 
relegated at this catching. She got} 
off badly and floundered all through 
its lyrics. Eberle is the star of the 
layout and rates it; his handling of | 
‘Where Was I,’ ‘I'll Never Smile’ and | 
the expected ‘Breeze’ is as faultless | 
as a foggy public address system al-| 
lows. Burlesque of Bonnie Baker 
and ‘Oh, Johnny,’ dated, but over! 
nicely, and ‘Body and Soul’ serve for | 
encores. 

Eberle works between Marc Bal-| 
lero and Chuck and Chuckles. Miss 
Corley, up front, a type of act that’s 
srowing in popularity. She’s a baton 
twirler-tapstress, combining the two 
at the outset, then tapering to the 
stick, backed by martial 
music. Her handling of the baton is | 
neat, though she was nervous when | 
caught. Finishes tossing two batons | 
at a time. 

Ballero has little t.ouble setting | 
his impersonations. He’s been! 
around for some time and seems to/| 
have enlarged his repertoire. He) 





| used quite a few of them here. Starts | 


with Fred Allen and lets that voice | 
handle the intros of the others 
which include Edward G. Robinson, 
g00d; Ned Sparks, ditto; Bing Crosby | 
singing ‘I Have Eyes,’ so-so: Wallace 
Beery, Charles Boyer, Rochester, 
Henry Armetta, Joe Brown, 
Donald Duck, Jimmy Durante, Eddie 
Cantor, all consistently accurate in 
voice and mannerisms. On _ the 
n.s.g. side are Ronald Colman, Jack 
Benny, Ted Lewis and Harry Rich- 
man. But got solid returns. 

Chuck and Chuckles, colored turn, 
have also been around. Both are 
pretty active with taps and mix it 
up to include gags and a bit of xylo- 
phone pounding by one of them. 
Latter also does a Stepin Fetchit 

Wood. 





takeoff at the outset, 





and Dorsey’s | 
Former is a mixture of taps and ec- | standard ‘Flight of Bumble Bee’ sax-| gaye a version of ‘Six Lessons’ and 


or solo. More specialties come with 
Berle the fifth member. First is 
called the steamboat (also identified 
,as ‘shine the shoes’); then followed 
the sailboat, tugboat and rowboat. 
Berle shows his hoofing stuff and is 
pretty good for a guy with his build. 
He calls his routine the ferryboat. 


While the comic has new stuff of 
his own, he has neglected to find a 
\new gag for mom (Susannah) and 
something should be done about it. 
They called Berle back after he 





another medley. In other words, 
VARIETY’s mugg columnist is a wow. 
Ibee 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Sept. 21. 
Tommy Tucker Orch with Amy 
Arnell, Don Brown; Lewis and Van, 
Joe May and Co. (2), Ross Sisters 
(3); ‘Mysteery Sea Raider’ (Par). 





They’ve provided a pretty good 
little show here currently, with 
plenty of entertainment and with the 
Tommy Tucker orchestra rating as 
of considerable boxoffice importance 
at present. Latter figured as par- 
ticularly suitable for this audience, 
which went for the novelty stuff. 

The novelty, which includes com- 
edy tunes identified with the Tucker 
band, smashed over this mob and 


| indicated that it would do the same 


anywhere. It points to the need of 
orchestras playing theatre dates for 
novelty numbers instead of straight 
musical items. It makes for stage 
entertainment. 

In addition, the Tucker band has 
straight pop numbers, but they were 


| Singularly less appealing to this mob 


than the comedy tunes. Don Brown 
Sings most of the pops and manages 
them satisfactorily. Amy Arnell has 
a couple of pops also and one of the 
novelty tunes. 

Of the acts, the big clicks were the 
three Ross Sisters, who have an 
array of acrobatic and semi-contor- 
tion stunts which are surefire any- 
where, any time. They do some ter- 
rific backbends and leg-twisting. A 
couple of slow spots might be elimi- 
nated, but generally the act is play- 
able at all times. 

Dancing turn of Lewis and Van 
open the specialty portion with satis- 
fying taps. Work on the small steps 
is effective and they finish strong 
with a rousing fast challenge that 
sent them over solidly with the cus- 
tomers. Joey May and: his femme 
foil have some crossfire that occa- 
sionally ignites into some laughs. 

Biz okay last show Friday (20). 

Gold. 


didn’t giggle he wanted to * 
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“MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘cia Bowman, Loren Hollen- 
nek. Ken Davidson, Hugh Forgie, 
John Gaunt, Rockettes, Corps de 
Ballet, Music Hall Glee Club, Music 
Hall Symphony Orch under direc- 
tion of Erno Rapee, Richard Liebert, 
‘Ramparts We Watch’ (RKO), Te- 
viewed in VARIETY, July 24. 





Now and then Florence Rogge, 
veteran ballet mistress here since 
the opening of the theatre, produces 
qa stage show. Her turn has come 
again, and just to prove women are 
more sportsminded than they used 
to be, she has built her revue against 
a sports background. It is a light 
show and a bit different, but Miss 
Rogge has done better in the past. 

pening is intensely unique but 
the ballet routine which figures is 
not quite up to the scenic ‘punch de- 
livered. A film of winter ice-skating 
at Radio City’s Rockefeller Plaza is 
thrown on the screen. Cutting to 
the stage, the ballet lassies perform 
a number in skating time against 
the same background. 

The glee club, with Loren Hollen- 
peck featured for mild laughs, is 
dolled up in football regalia. The 
gridiron practice is a bit on the deli- 
cate side. Pem Davenport and Joe 
Linz wrote special music for the se- 
quence, which also includes a med- 
ley of a couple of college songs. 

An exhibition badminton game, 
the same turn they’ve repeated sev- 
eral times at the nearby Roxy, is 
layed by a couple of champs, Ken 

avidson, from England, and Hugh 
Forgie, a Canadian. They do not 
play a full game of 21 points, stop- 
ping about half-way, apparentty_be- 
cause of time restrictions. John 
Gaunt referees and a few persons 
are used for background as spec- 
tators. They don’t go in much for 
cheering but the orgie-Davidson 
game is plenty exciting while it lasts. 

Formerly standard here, and now 
back after legit and other sojourns, 
Patricia Bowman offers a toe spe- 
cialty in the guise of playing tennis. 
She carries a racket and _ goes 
through motions of a highly novel 
character, scoring nicely. Miss Bow- 
man, and others also figure in the 
finale in which the Rockettes do a 
military number, including fencing. 
Otherwise, it’s in a familiar groove. 

Show runs only 30 minutes and 
does not represent much of an out- 
lay, either for talent or staging. 

Business good Thursday night (19), 
when caught. Char, 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 








Minneapolis, Sept. 22. | 


Carlos Molina Orch (14), Jose-| 
phine Del Mar, Ben Beri, Theodora | 
and Denesha, Ramon Noval, Will and| 
Gladys Ahern, Corinna Mora; 
Want @ Divorce’ (Par). 

The only thing wrong with this 
show, styled ‘La Conga Jubilee,’ is | 
that from the boxoffice standpoint it 
hasn't a draw name. The Molina 
outfit is little known here and the 
acts—every one of them tip-top in 
quality—likewise carry no _ b.o. 
weight. But the show delivers live-| 
ly and intriguing music faultlessly | 
played, okay vocalizing and other| 
sock entertainment and it should| 
profit from word-of-mouth boosting. | 





ship. In the bargain, she possesses 
a captivating voice. Her numbers in 
Spanish and English include ‘Down 
Havana Way,’ ‘Ayua Ayua’ and 
‘Sibonet.’ She also strums a guitar 
while she warbles. 

Lower floor less than a third filled 
at opening Friday (15) matinee, a 
hot day, with high school football 
for opposition. Rees. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Louis Prima Band with Lillian 
Carroll, Jack Powers, Bobby 
Brickey; ‘Rhythm’ Brown, Pigmeat, 
Ralph Cooper, Whitey’s Lindy Hop 
Champs (10), Three Honeys, Vivian 
Harris, House Band, Mary Bruce 
_—. (13); ‘Lone Wolf Lady’ 
(Col), 











Louis Prima’s crew, first time here 


rsince last May, is filling this house 


for the second week of band and 
stage policy this fall. Prima’s wares 
are so familiar to swingeroo addicts 
that they hardly need repeating in 
detail. It suffices to say that he’s in 
the groove for the bunch up at the 
Apollo and offers several click spe- 
cialists. 


Introduction of Bobby Brickey, 12- 
year-old youngster who the maestro 
claims he uncovered in New Jersey, 
heads the list of novel entries. Lad 
can really pound the skins, being 
forced to an encore on his neat take- 
offs of vet drummers. Another wel- 
come addition is Jack Powers, bari- 
tone, who had to do two encores. His 
ballad specialty with band is ‘Trade 
Winds,’ with a quintet picked from 
the organization backing him up. 
Powers looks like a find. Lillian Car- 
roll, singer with the outfit, also was 
a fave with ‘Man I Love’ and swing 
arrangement of ‘Old Kentucky 
Home.’ She's been with the band 
since early this year. 


Prima trots out Stan Levine for his 
slick trombone solo and is hanging 
onto an oldie comedy skit, with the 
guitarist singing duet with the band 
leader. Maestro has kept the lineup 
of eight trumpeters for a specialty 
which blasts way back to the rear of 
the house. Novelty twist given by 
using lustrous hats as the octet plays 
in the dark. Whole act is clicko, 
Prima being especially well liked. 

Biggest flaw of the surrounding 
stage presentation is that it fails to 
cash in on the lively, hard-working 
chorus, probably due to the promi- 
nence given Whitey’s Lindy Hoppers 
in two scenes. Five couples wowed 
"em at this house with their terp 
gymnastics. 

Starting production number has 
emcee Ralph Cooper trying to give a 
Harlemesque version of ‘Information 
Please,’ the whole cast being handed 
sing-songy lines. Second ensemble 
is one of those vague Bowery affairs, 


‘J; With half the Mary Bruce choristers |p 


dressed in male garb. These cos- 
tumes and those in the opener are 
not flattering to the chorus, but the 
latter partially make up for it with 
action. 


Cooper effectively emcees, 


hugging femme singers, hint of pos- 
sibilities once they wise up on their 
repertoire and choose their gowns 
more discriminately. Leonard Har- 


a nice flash of s.a. And the Diamond 
Brothers are the tops in their rough- 
house hokum. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 16. Best band numbers are ‘Dark 
The Merry Macs, Jed Dooley and; Eyes’ and ‘Somewhere a Voice is 
Audrey Evans, Lester and Irmajean, | Calling.’ Latter gives hot-lick breaks 
Pe. Ferner Claude Steven | Se cle hy Ped Cokie. fame 
rch; ant a Div , s. 
‘Argentine Nights’ (Par). (Par) and neat stuff is sent out by Teagarden 
| himself in ‘Revival Day’ late in the 
The Merry Macs, from radio, are | S®Ow to good reception. | 
headlining this week's stage show at | ,, Miss Bruce, featured in woe OS 
the Paramount, and doing okay. Bal- | {he Grass) when she last played Bos- 
a om _— Beene Tani nak | of ‘neat, fast rr and showmanly 
Irmajean, Ugo Martinelli and the | SPins that stir up the duke din and 
| Claude Sweeten orch, latter playing — for extra bows. f 
‘a return date after several months. Hyde, boosting Niles, Mich., less 
Sweeten orch opens the show by 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 








} 


cluding the maestro behind him this 


|than usual, clicks with impersona- | 
giving a hot version of ‘Alexander’s | tions of such bands as Busse, Kemp, | 
Ragtime Band,’ after which Sweeten, | Waller and Armstrong, and also in- | 


but | «sp, ’ 
hasn’t much to do except in a time-| arty “acta. 


worn barroom comedy bit with Pig- 
meat, ‘Rhythm’ Brown neatly terps 
on rollerskates. Three Honeys, mike- 


emcee, introduces Lester and Irma- 
jean, novelty balancing act, which 
scores decisively. Pair are graceful 
and work with ease and precision. 
Ugo Martinelli, foreign baritone, fol- 
lows, using a wide range of numbers 
that run from opera to jazz. His pick 
of tunes is not the best, although he 
displays a robust voice and works 
hard to please. 

Reminiscent of the oldtime vaude- 
ville stage are Jed Dooley, unicycle 
and bicycle rider, assisted by Audrey 
Evans. Dooley injects a lot of patter 
into his offering, does bits of hokum 
and rides the single and double 
wheels expertly. He registered sol- 
idly, even though his patter at times 
was inclined to near-birroom banter. 

Merry Macs, comprising Joe, Ted 
and Jud McMichael and Helen Car- 
roll, have a strong radio reputation 
to maintain. Quartet harmonize well 
and, while they dig back into the 
files for several of their tunes, it’s the 
way they put the numbers over that 
counts, Several of their tunes 
scored, particularly their version of 
‘Old Mill Stream’ and ‘I Didn’t Want 
to Do It.’ 

Biz at onener was considerably off, 
,after terrific week piled up by Orrin 
Tucker and Bonnie Baker, plus ‘Di- 
vorce’ on screen. Edwa. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Sept. 18. 
Sibyl Bowan, Carroll and Howe, 
Stalac Bros. and Pearl, Ford, Harris 
and Jones, Mickey Conte, Peagy 
O’Neill house line, Charles Kaley 
orch; ‘Men Against the Sky’ (RKO). 








Plenty of talent chucked onto the 
Gate stage this week, although ar- 
rangement was somewhat scrambled 
| at opening. Probably will shake 
down into a nice two-part bill di- 
vided in middle by batoner Charles 








| streak of torrid tempo, a good stunt 
jand different from anything tried 
j here lately. 
Line opens with fast routine while 
and sizzles, followed immediately 
| by a sepia jive trio, trailed in turn by 
(a hot accordion. Dusky steppers, 
Ford, Harris and Jones, sweat up a 
| terrific pace, climaxed by an African 
revel tabbed as their version of the 
Lads awe fans by 
|sheer energy for nice returns. 
Squeeze-pianist is Mickey Conte, 
who spots nice arrangement of ‘Dark 
Eyes’ between the hot stuff, solidly 
received in this town of accordion 
factories. First letup in steaming 
pace comes with a band number, 
| Kaley crooning new version of ‘Mil- 


week. Builds up his two-and-three 
trumpet tooting to a flashy finish 
with four horns and a hokum parade 
assisted by Teagarden and some Of | 
his men. Hyde gets in a plug for! 
his father’s flour biz by showing off 
two empty sacks and spieling a daffy 
sales talk. 

Hyde, also assists the Diamonds 


which starts out with a kick-in-the- | 
pants, involves a conking with pho- | 
nograph records on one of the Dia- 
mond domes and ends with a squirt 
of fizz-water in the face of a cymbal 
crasher. Otherwise, the act is the 
same dizzy stuff, with a gag a min- 
ute. 


deliver the vocals for the band, ex- 
cept for vocal break-ins by Teagar- 
den in ‘Revival Day’ and ‘Swung the 
Election.’ Miss Simmons’ numbers 
are ‘Practice Makes Perfect’ and 
‘Ole Man River.’ Allen does a pop 
medley and ‘Nearness of You.’ Fox. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


, Cleveland, Sept. 21. 
Guy Lombardo Orch, Val Setz, 
Lyda Sue, Rae and Davis; ‘Dance, 
Girl, Dance’ (RKO). 








Since he is almost a home-town 
boy who made his first musical 
marks at the old Music Box and 
Claremont Tent, the Palace is doing 
some justifiable flag-waving for the 
jreturn of Guy Lombardo and his 
| Royal Canadians after two seasons’ 
|absence. Though no fault of Lom- 
bardo’s, however, both business and 
audience applause were off when 
| caught. 

One reason for that is that this is 
a town where prophets and guys (no 
|pun intended) who make good are 
|taken for granted. For another, 
| Lombardo’s sweet music rings too 








|he played the same stuff here 15-odd 
|years ago. But the best explanation 
for their lack of enthusiasm lies in 
|the unfortunate fact that the Palace 
| has been throwing so many big-name 
| bands at them that they have become 
music-satiated. 

It’s tough, for Lombardo has a 
nicely built show that paces off 60 
minutes of dulcet melodies that are 
given a kick by three punchy stand- 
ard acts. While his stylized music 
is pretty icky, it’s appreciated by 
those who stay away every time the 
|Palace shoves in an ear-busting 
| swing outfit. Boys ripple through 
‘Auld Lang Syne’ and ‘Going Home’ 
with an appealing softness and unc- 
tion equalling leader’s own polish. 








when they introduce a Joe Cook gag | which 


Hilde Simmons and David Allen | 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Barry Wood, Stan Kavanagh 
| George Rogers Dancers (3), Dennis 
Sisters (3), Gae Foster Girls (24), 
Paul Ash’s pit orch; ‘Brigham Young 
—Frontiersman’ (20th), reviewed in 
| VARIETY Aug. 28. 


This is a neat little show the 
Roxy’s producer, Jack Partington, is 
, displaying this week. It has color, 
| variety and pace, plus some b.o. 
punch via tenor Barry Wood, famil- 
iar to many because of his Lucky 
Sirike ‘Hit Parade’ airings. 

Three other enhancements are 
Stan Kavanagh, one of the top com- 
edy jugglers of the day; the Gae Fos- 
ter line of girls in an opening pre- 
cision tap that closely approximates 
the calibre of the Music Hall Rock- 
ettes, and the George Rogers Dancers, 
two boys and a girl in a knockabout 
adagio. Latter are a closing laugh 
and surprise, coming onto a very 
classy set for their routine of may- 
hem. 

Kavanagh, on early, segues into the 
line’s routine to ‘Ferryboat Serenade,” 
is colorfully costumed and 
supplemented by the harmony sing- 
ing of the three Dennis Sisters. Lat- 
ter work almost exactly like the An- 
drews Sisters, who are singing the 
very same number currently at the 
Paramount down the street. Kava- 
nagh is an easy click despite the fact 
that most of his mugging is lost in 
the big house, and then comes Wood’s 
song session on the apron. 

Wood has an easy delivery and 
nice stage manner, impressing with 
‘You Can’t Brush Me Off,’ ‘I’ll Never 
Smile Again,’ ‘Great Day.’ ‘Sierra 
Sue’ and ‘Fools Rush In.’ The comic 
adagio trio then precedes the line’s 
waltz routine, striking formations by 
the girls, half of whom are in char- 








| treuse gowns and the others in rose- 


colored affairs. R 

There’s been a noticeable improve- 
ment in the scenery at the Roxy; 
also the costuming. : 

Business opening night (Friday) 
was big, with Tyrone Power adver- 
tised to appear for a bow just before 
the last performance. cho, 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Forthcoming military draft and 
other preparations for national de- 
fense, the havoc wrought on_Lon- 
|don by Nazi bombers and the Presi- 
|dential campaign figure as the 
| major topics in this week’s news- 
|reel parade. Only one _ matter 
|seemed to arouse any audible con- 
iflict of sentiment from Embassy 





Kaley’s solo, first half being a stolid | familiarly to natives who remember | customers at this catching, and that 


|was Wendell Willkie. Clips show- 
‘ing him on his_ whirlwind tour 
| through the midwest and west were 
| accompanied by a racket from out 
,front which made it difficult to get 
| what he’s saying. The handclapping, 
' boos and hisses increased in decibels 
| with each successive clip. 


Paramount gets the teeoff honors 
with a lengthy interview in which 


President Roosevelt explains the 
|meaning, intent and machinery of 
ithe selective service law. Universal 


adds a bit of historical data to the 
' conscription subject by way of a clip 
showing how the then Secretary of 
| War Newton Baker picked the first 
|of the draftees back in 1917. 





¢ OSE Pwo / 


Each of the newsreels contributes 


i f° ins .|per has generally done a neat stag- | lion Dollar Baby’ : 
Molina is an unobtrusive conduc- | 1 Do iby. something to the roundup on the de- 


For the crowd that knew them way 
tor with a pleasing personality. His | i%& Job. Wear. 


Second section gets under wav to | back when, they stir local memories 





5 LIE 
& 


orchestra of 14, augmented by eight| — 


local musicians, dispenses a brand of | 
Music, much of it in the South 
American and Cuban manner, which 
make tuneful listening. The pre- 
ponderance of strings gives a sym- 
Puente tone to the musicians’ efforts, 
ut there’s enough of the hot stuff to 
Suit the jitterbug crowd, too. The 
several South American instruments | 
and the south-of-the-border ar- 
Tangements also impart a welcome 
difference. Molina emcees ef- 
ficiently, nicely violin solos and rat- 
tles the maracas skilfully. 

Show gets off to an exciting start 
with Josephine Del Mar, buxom 
Spanish belle, who sings in her na- 
tive tongue and wriggles and 
- writhes with abandon through a 
plenty daring and torrid ‘Dance of | 
the Conga.’ Ben Beri infuses sly | 
Comedy touches into his juggling in| 
fot turn. He cuts funny and 
ifficult capers with balls, Indian 
clubs and tambourines and makes it 
all look easy. | 
ball combination of adagio with the | 
t room creates an effect of novelty | 
= the terps of Theodore and| 

enesha, who glide smoothly and_| 
eacefully through their steps. The 
wings, spins and posturing are big- 
me in alt respects. 

On Noval has fine pipes and | 
td eloys them to the best possible | 
invantage , in -such numbers as. 
NS pistrana in English and ‘Tonight | 
trib -* mecomg Stirring orchestra con- 

ne are a medley of Latin 
y ps Called ‘A Trip Around Latin! 


erica,’ an : : | 
number d a haunting Mexican! 


thoes and Gladys Ahern cine | 
routin amiliar and always-welcome | 
Bagging of rope-twirling, clowning, | 
contin” Singing and dancing. Gladys 
lea aoe to be a feast for the op-| 
of the well as a remarkable twirler | 
While genes. Will gags eifectively | 
def € makes the rope perform 

= As usual, they stop the show. | 
*. €al find is Corinna Mora, fea- | 
looker Panish singer. A_ striking | 
the ute She sells her numbers with 

st in artistry and showman- ! 





BEACON, VANCOUVER 


Vancouver, Sept. 20. 
Three Copelands, Dimitra and 
Francis, Bill Nelson, Gene Gory and 
Roberts, Bob Ripa, Frank Maracci 
House Orch (6); ‘Wagons Westward’ 
(Rep). 





Well-balanced show highlighted by 
the smart juggling of Bob Ripa and 
bluish drolleries of Bill Nelson is 
getting by nicely at this house, only 
one playing vaude regularly in Van- 
couver. 

Ray Copeland and pair of femme 
skaters in Flash Gordon-neon cos- 
tumes put a new twist on the opener, 
Copeland working in black to give 
the illusion of girls twirling in space 
unsupported. Illusion was further 
heightened at opening show (20) 
when Copeland dropped one of the 
gals, making the audience a bit 
squeamish for his final whirl. ; 

Francis and Dimitra follow in in- 
terpretative dances, act chiefly dis- 
tinguishable for her long hair and 
his costume. Bill Nelson pops on 
and off as emcee, a bit too gabby at 
first but gradually winning favor 
with his ingratiating grin and_ pat- 
ter. Significantly, an anti-Nazi gag 
brought the best applause of the 
show, but his imitations of Sparks 
and Durante are okay, too. 

Billed as feature act are Gene 
Gory, who gets plenty of laughs 
with his collapsible fiddles, and 
Roberta, who commands attention In 
her nudie ‘Star Dance.’ Latter Is an 
oddity in this sector and left the 
boys a bit dumbfounded, though not 
displeased. : 

Standout of the show is the clean- 
cut Ripa, whose deft handling of 
plates, sticks and rubberballs scored 
heavily. Working briskly and con- 
fidently, he winds up by balancing 
no less than 11 pieces with head, 
hands and feet and bowed out to 
socko ovation. 

Biz at opening show good. Stu. 


d.| billed as ‘World’s Champion Baton | 


terrific start with Carroll and Howe, | by going into a nostalgic medley of 


making what’s billed as their first | brother Carmen’s compositions, from 
Coast appearance. Femme half is a | ‘Coquette’ to ‘Nobody’s Baby.’ Trio’s 
cute trick with swell delivery of pert | Vocals and some fine piano work are 
ipatter for which male _ portion | Val Set 


stooges. Pair also indulge in a few| , Val Setz tosses more variety and 
steps. |showmanship into bill by juggling 
| Next-to-closing niche goes to Sibyl | balls, Indian clubs and what-not | 
Bowan, mimic, who makes her | With skill Se humorous mugging. 
changes before audience and does | Lyda Sue fills another interlude with 
lopera. singer, Cockney’ bathing |Some expert dance acrobatics that 
beauty, Gloria Swanson and Mrs.| Would impress any dieting femme 


|Roosevelt. Second and fourth turns | Who would give an arm to have her 
particularly panicked the locals, lass | @8ile figure. 
‘holding attention throughout and Nan Rae and Maude Davis are 
‘having to beg off. more than okay. Gags and inquir- 
As Kaley points out to the cus-|img-reporter chatter bat out good 
ltomers, they fool ’em this week by | laughs, with the latter whacking out 
\putting the acros last. Stalac Bros.|the best ones in her double-talk 
and Pearl closing. Boys work in| ditties. Pullen. 


\tails, doing two-high flips with and 
| without springboard. Lads are plenty 
a e . 
Mobs’ Disk Biz 
Ti a | _____ Continued f F 
KEITH’S BOSTON | ontinued from page 1_____ 


|okay. Pearl’s acrobatic contribs are 
| largely terpsichorean. Wern. 

threats being made. The firm is 
owned by Sam Winsberg, who moved 




















Boston, Sept. 19. 


Jack Teagarden Orch (16) with| here recently from Chicago, Wand 
| David Allen and Hilde Simmons; said. 
| Betty Bruce, Vie Hyde, Diamond Wand also told the cops that the 
Brothers (4), Betty Atkinson;| Winrose Co. had applied for mem- 


‘Dance, Girl, Dance’ (RKO). | bership in the International Associa- 


; , ' | tion of Automatic Phonograph Own- 
t's American Legion Week in|} : 5 

aie and if the Roatine sightseers | CTS, With headquarters in Chicago, 
can tear themselves away from the | but he has not heard whether the 
| free show of hijinks on the streets | application was favorably acted on. 
| they’ll be able to see a better one | A new distributor in this highly or- 
on the K-B stage. |} ganized jukebox field that garners 








| Teagarden’s orch has much to offer | an estimated $22,000 weekly would | 


in the straight music department and 
| plenty of lift in his own tromboning, | 
|but he’s a mumbling m.c. and the|.. -). 5 
band as an act gives out very little | Simation of Arthur Schading, busi- 


in the way of novelty. Booking of , ness agent of the local IBEW in Sep- 
'such specialties as Betty Bruce, | tember, 1938, is believed to have been 
dancer, and Vic Hyde, the corny, | motivated by the feud between rival 
breathless, one-man band, add the associations of phonograph owners 
| needed zest to the proceedings. Sp€- | and rival unions seeking to organize 
|cial added act is Betty Atkinson, | the industry. The smashing of the 
Twirler’ She closes the show with | Windows at the Winrose Co. occurred 
combined taps, majorette stepping | at 3:20 a.m. and a witness told of see- 
and baton spinning, not to mention | ing a truck leaving the scene. 


not be welcome according to the cops 


who recall that the unsolved assas- | 


fense topic. With the aid of its li- 
brary, Paramount projects a quick 
summary of the strides being taken 
in the direction of rearming. Uni- 
versal reports on the barracks going 
up at Camp Dix, N. J., and the lay- 
ing of the keel for the 45,000-ton 
battleship, the New Jersey. Fox 
tells about the mobilizing of the Na- 
tional Guard in New York State and 
| the arrival in New York harbor of a 
shipload of young naval reservists. 
From Paramount also comes a note 
of the honors accorded General John 
|Pershing on his birthday, plus a 
| statement by him in which he ex- 
| horts the nation to military prepara- 
|tion. Pathe is the source for a clip 
|in which American sailors are 
| demonstrating to British seamen how 
| to operate the guns on the first 
[group of destroyers out of the 50 
|}such vessels which this country is 
|turning over to Britain. 

The scenes of the destruction go- 
|ing on in London are both stark and 
amazing. A film spectator can’t help 
but marvel at the victims’ fortitude. 
|The clips offer a new high, or low, 
|in war’s devastation. Pathe'’s strip 
shows a vast section of the city 
ablaze, while the Fox bit deals im- 
pressively with the task of London 
| digging itself out after a raid. 

| Glimpses of activity on other war 
| fronts are given by M-G and Pathe, 
respectively. First there’s the move- 
‘ment of British troops from South 
|to East Africa and then the evacua- 
ition of British territorials from 
|; Shanghai to Hong Kong. . 


Pathe, Paramount and Metro vie 
with one another in reporting the 
‘crowds that met Willkie on the first 
lap of his western swing; also ex- 
cerpts of his speeches. Conspicuous 
by its absence in these excerpts 1S 
Willkie’s crack about President 
Roosevelt being responsible for the 
Munich coup. 

Funeral of Speaker of the House 
William Bankhead in Jasper, Ala. 
receives pictorial notation from 
Universal. ‘Lone disaster recalled on 
this side of the Atlantic is the big 
fire which recently swept a cork 
plant in Baltimore:(M-G); Odeec. 
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THIS WEEK (Sept. 20) 


Numerals in connection with bills below | 
show, whether full or split week 


NEXT WEEK (Sept. 27) 


indicate Opening day of 





| Bil Farrell Arjsiak Arafelova 
| Joe Ravazo Sawdust Trail 
Vincent de Costa 


Vera Milton 


© oe Art Tubertini Ella Shields 
lino Denelli el yg 
Queen Mary Syd Franks 


Joe Ellis Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Estelle Jayne 
Jean Walters 


Spivy’s Roof 
Frances Comstock 
Frank Shuwnann 

















Loew 


| Cabaret Bills 


Roberta Welch Haywood & Allen 
‘ xg ; : Spivy 
Rainbow Grin {PP 
Barry Winton Ore Stork Club 
Juhan «& Maritori ; . Tine 
Dr Sydney Ross | Jack Harris Ore 
Rainbow Room | Tony's 
Ben Cutler Ore | Diann Dale 
Elvira Rios Tony Soma 
— } | Monna Montes Torch Clad 
| Jose Fernandez 
| Owen & Parker 


Whitson Rroes 
| Virginia Hays 
Kiviera 


| Imogene ( 


Versailles 

















NEW YORK CITY | Rhythm Rockets 
| Larry Adler | 





NEW YORK CITY 


{ 


State (26) 
Mickey Rooney Caryl Gould Armando’s 
Judy Starr Pearl Robins Frank Mandella Or | 
4 Lazanders i Swifts Pedrito Orc 
Jack Beckman WATERBURY Eleanor French 
nO Apert Poli (1-3) Barney Gallant's 





Geo White Scandals Ann Palmer 
' Irene Barclay 
Carter & Bowie 
Virginia Gibson 
Derothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Russell & Farrar 
| Beachcomber 
| Sonny Kendis Ore 
| Chavez Orc 


Capitol (27) 


Paramount 


CHICAGO 
State Lake (27) 











NEW YORK CITY | 
Paramount (25) 


Jan Savitt Ore \V&esB Ebsen | Betty Alicn 
Andrews Sis Bruce Cabot Yvonne Houvter 
Jerry Lester Sidney Miller Victoria Cordova 


saeanee 
Al Norman DAVENPORT Lilt Bertelotti’s 
Lester Oman Capitel (1-3) . 

| Blue Barron Ore Don Syivio Ore 
CEDAR RAPIDS | Stump & Stumpy pret Cre 
Varamount {27-30) (3 Arnolds lat Witliams 
Blue Barron Orc Catherine Wesifiela | Lynn & Marion 
Stump & Stumpy OMAHA Moya Gifford | 
3 Arnolds Orpheum (?7) Madalyn White 
Catherine Westfield Laurel & Hardy U | Eloise Cooper 


Joan Benoit 





Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
| t.ulu Bates 
Irea Bishop 
| Spike Harrison 














Harold Willard 

Harry Donnelly 

BOSTON (20) | Bernie Grauer 
Boston (26-29) Guy Lombardo Ore Brown Derby 


3 Winters Sis liyda Sue 


| Edith Roark 





Faston & Odette Val Setz r 

m7" ae ‘ , Evelyn Wilson 
nine! ify . Rae a Davis lorraine Lloyd 
Jack Teagarden Orc DAYTON Ferry Carrol! 
Setty Bruce Colonial (27) Cafe Bruno 


Bali Bali 
(20) 
Blackstone 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (27) 
Funzafire 


Diamond Bros 

Vie Hyde 

Betty Atkinson 
i LEVELAND 
Palace (27) 

Ken Murray Rev 


Betty Bryant 

| King's Ramblers 
Cafe Loyale 
! Roy George Ore 
Cate Pierre 
Bob Knight Ore 





a 
Mili Monti 
Cate Society 
arner Joe Sullivan Ore 


Billie Holliday 
Golden Gate 4 
Albert Ammons 
Peie Jonnson 


NEW YORK CITY Isabel Jewell 


Strand (27) | Lya Lys Chateau Moderne 
Bobby Byrne Ore Gene Manners Maurtce Shaw Ore 
3 Vitchmen Harris 


Gea Colston Scott 


| 
READING | Irving 
Astor (27-28) | Marga ret 


pr weed Wilbert Bob Chester Ore Club Cuba 
exander 2 : 7h as ’ 
(20) WASHINGTON mae Grenet Ore 
yArry Clinton Ore Earle (27) sh penny 18 
Jonnny f | 
. . | Glenn Miller Orc 
Sue Ry: ( . “ey 
«. .Velso | Roy Davis eter Brent Ore 
PHILADELPHIA | (20) Jack White 


Earle (27) 
George Jessel 


| 
| June Forrest | Pen nsten 
rn chelle 


} 
HY pe 1 » oP 
| Gae Foster Gig ; rankie Myers 


Hall Lilyan Dell 


Hudson Rob 
Jean Parker Dolores Dane Club Gauche 
Stefi Duna Sunny Rice | Don Miguel Ore 


























| la Gitanilla 
liyda Luis 
San Juan 3 
| Myria Silva 

Nn epen ent Cuban Casino 
t-onsyu 0 Moreno 
l.o Ciedag 
Dolores Laurell 

NEW YORK CITY | Hudson Wonders | Don Casano a 


| Masters & Rollins 


Musie Hall (26) Red dlngtes 
ted: gtons 


joris & Nouradoft / 3 


ip > | Nob] Siss! re 
Dick, Don & D ELIZABETH ? >; 7 
, Triesaul Blanche Ning 
van riesault Liberty (27-29) Gilda Gray 


Nicholas Daks 


4 | Eddie Leonard 
Louise Fornaca 


Beehee & Rubyatt 
Julian E:ltinge 


Marie Grimaldi Rod Rogers : 
Selma Kaye. Jerry & Lillian | Harland Dixon 
Rockettes Elizabeth Canines Prof lam perce 
Corps de Ballet (One to fill) Pen iy" W 
| ( o Spurr 
Erno Rapee Symph FREEPORT | hats M, 1 
Roxy (27) oA “ | ave Alallen 
Rarrie Wood Freeport (25) | Herman Hyde 
ogers Danc B & E Hersey } Sally Burret 
Stan Cavanaugh Fisher & White Fl Chico 
Dennis Sis Fred Townes | Don Alberto Ore 
Paul Ash Ore (Two to fill) ! Jovita «& Maravilla 
Riviera (28) HARTFORD | Jose & Paquita 
Ann Dupont Orc : en.¢ | Juau Saro 
Beb Howard State (26-30) Norma Lucero 


Geo White Scandals | 


Fradayv Dane | e 
Joey Rardin NEWARK Hl Morocco 

Windsor (26) {| adams (27) | Jack Towne Ore 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc | Sally Rand Famous Door 
Ma Ballero | Jack Teagarden Orc Teddy Powell Ore 
Chuck & Chuckles Mills Bros Connie Russell 
Audrey Corley | Sue Ryan Sid Tomack 

BROOKLYN PATERSON | Reese Bros 

TV latbush (26) | Majestic (27-30) Gien Island Casino 
Cab Calloway Ore | Coleman Clark Co (New Rochelle, NY) 
3 ( hocolateers Tip Top Gis pee Venuti Ore 
® Cotton Club Boys (Three to filly 
Avi Andr ws | | lia vana-Madrid 

| PHILADELPHIA 
BALTIMORE | Sane, Ht Rosa Or 


Fay's ( 26) 
Chas Carrer 

| Ross & LaPierre 
| Sharkey Maruija Serrane 
| Julie Urran Arturo Cortez 
Margie Kelly | Alberio Torres 
Isabel Rrown lolita Mova 


Hippodrome (27) 
Carlton Emmy Co 
June Forrest 
Dean Murphy 
Dolores Danc 
torvettes 


Sergio Orta 
Estela & Papo 


Royal (29) 16 Lonergan Gls Luis Rijos 
Brown & Lee Carman (27) 
(One to fill) N & E Perez Hickory House 


Dorn Bros & Mary 


| Joe Marsala Ore 
Pansy, The Horse 


State (29-2) 
Della & Del Rio 


ay Gordon (Two to fill) | Hotel Astor 
Smart (seen PITMAN ina Ray Hutton Ore 


Martel Bros 


“ Wiles 
Sid Walker Co "7 


Parker Bros & Lyan 





" " Sigrid Dp gnie 
Torchy Steppers Fid Gordon Garens & ios 
CAMDEN (Two to fill) 

Towers (27-29) PROVIDENCE Hotel | Belmont- 
Goodrich & Nelson (27-29) on 
Robby Gilbert Co | Ben Bernie Ore | Arthur Ravel Ore 
Marshall & Shields | Bert Wheeler Co fo Ore 
Marty May | (Two to fill) bowers Tufts 
"rad ‘ c 

-2) 
CHICAGO Larry Clinton Orc Hotel Biltmore 

Oriental (27) Bert Wheeler Co Ray Heatherton Or 


| Gleria 
Melk 


B&J Allen 
Shirley Herman 


Dead 
Tote yy 


end Kids 
Gus 


Hope 
Kissinger 








| Haroa Hauser Orc 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Juanito Sa nabria Or 


| s, , 
Broadway (28 oniy) ter Williams Ore 





| 
| 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 





| 


} 


j 
| 
| 
} 
j 
| 


| Gray Gordon Orc 


| 
| 
| 


| June Robbins 


| Winnie 
| Carter & Schaub 


Joe Capello Ore 


|} Ramon Serrano 


(Ft. Lee, NJ.) | 


Bergere Ore 


| Joe Reichman Ore | Panchite Ore 
| Panche Ore Cross & Dunn 
Harry Richman 
Hotel Bossert Joe E Lewis Village eanetg : 
(Brooklyn) Sophie Tucker Lang Thompson Orc 
Joe & B Lee 


Cha ndra-Kaly 
Chester Hale Gls 


Russian Kretchma 


Nicolas Matthey Or 
Nastia Poliakova | 
Marusia Sava 

Adia Kuznetzoft 
Senia Karavaeff 
Mieel Michon 

Mishi Uzdanoft 


Eddie Lane Ore 
Hotel Kdison 


Rossilianos 

Jean Mona 

| Virginia Austia 

Radio Rubes 
Whirling Top 

Geo Morris Ore 

Irene Stantey 

Howard & lee 

Lola Warner 


Hotel Essex House 
Al Kavelin Ore. 
Mariyn Stuari 
Imogen Carpeuter 
Hotel Homestead 
(Kew Gardens) 


| 
4 Dudes 
Irene Anderson LOS ANGELFS 
Bea Isaacson : 
Hotel Lexington | Bar of Musie ie Mt Cafe 
<inneyv Maxine Lewis . —s 
econ inne i Bill Jordon La Coaga 


Honolulu Maids 


| 
| > 
George Kent Felipe de Flores 
Hotel Lincoin | John Hale be 
Will Hudson Ore | Dick Winslow Orc | Paul Neighbors Or 
P McCall aul enters 
"Bet | Biltmore Bow! Phillie Loy re 
Hotel McAlipin Treriap 
|; 3 St John Bros 
J Messner Ore I’atricia Kay Kenny Henryson 


| 
Jeanne D’Arcy | rhe Albins Dominic 
Hotel New Yorker Howard Nichols 
|Gord’n's Racketeers 


Velauscos 


Henry Monet 


Woody Herman Or ; Helen Mille: 


ri G 
+ on Ng | Jounny Pivhards Oo Chuck Henry Ore 
Alfred Trenkler Sun salt Mirates Den 


Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Roberts & Farley 
Ross MacLean 
Margaret Richmond , 
Hotel Park Centra - ae iene 
(Cocoanut Grove) ’ ’ ° 
Buddy Clarke Ore Earl Carroll 
Jack Waldron Francis & Gray 
Barry, Prince & C | Slate Bros 
Pastins & Fanchon | Fay Carroll 

3 Nightingales | Bob Bromley 


l* Antonio 
Happeney 


Carmen 
-Pegle: 
Anueita 
Max Fidler Ore 
Eddie Albany 
Seven Seas 
Lilia Kipikona 
Puanani Mathews 
Jane Avelar 
Johnie Bright 
Slapsy Maxie’s 
Lewis & Moore 
Margie Gerretson 
Oshins & Lessv 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Cullen Richards 


| Neville Fleeson 
Nellie Luteher 





Cocoanut Grove 









Ore 


‘Scat’ Powell Frakson 
Elenore Wood fob Williams 
Roberti Roberts |Red Dust 
Hotel Pennsyivania | Bill Brady : 
Russ Morgan Orc lolita & Ardo 


t 
- | Jean Tighe louis Da Pron 
ord oll | Edward Aguilar Or|J Riley Scott Ore 
Jimmy Lewis )Manny Strand Ore | Somerset House 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza Florentine Garden | Harry Ringland 


Hi Hatters 

Lorraine Elliot 

Lou-hailee Ore 
Swanne Ina 


Emile Petti Ore | Marie Frey 
Hildegarde | NTG & H’wood Rev 
Hotel Shelton | Clymas Troupe 


Johnny Johnson Or | Daryl Harpa Ore 
: Gladys Bentley 





Hotel St, George | Forty-One Ciub Eddie Beal 
(Brooklyn) Walter Dyson Dudley Dicker 300 
| Johnny McGee Orc Paul Kendel | Topsy's 
Hotel St. Moritz ; Ben Frommer | Topey’s Girlesque 


| Eddie Varzos Ore | Grace Hayes Lodge | Russ Brown 

| bmile Boreo | Peter ‘Lina’ Hayes | Marvin Dale Ore 

| Glover & LaMae phd Hayes Wilshire Rowi 

Arline rhomson Jimmie Aims Fred Nagel Orc 
Hotel St. Regis 


Jimmie Blake 
Joe Andrews | 
Arthur Bernard Orc | Matty 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Room) 
Jerry Shelton Ore 

| Virginia Hays 


Hal Saunders Orc 
Waldos'no Rhumba 
Morley & Gearheart 
Rita Lupino | 
Virginia Dolf 
Rarbara Wocds 
Henri Noe} 
Hotel Taft 

Frankie Masters Or 

Hotel Waldort- 


| Herb Dubraub Yvenne & Warne 
Victor Hugo 


Colosimoes 
Frank Far nuit 
Francine 
Janice Davenport 
Yvette Ruget 


_ Astoria Bismarck Hotel - oe 
(Starlight Roof) | (Walnut Room) gp Rains "i 
| Eddy Ducnin Ore ; Phil Levant Ore Pronaph Gls 


| Gale Robbins 


| Ashburns Club Dellsa 


ew Sherwood 


fony Leonard Hadley Gls Billy Mit« hel 
Johnny Drake Don Gordont Cyclore M regan 
Gower & Jeanre | Blackhawk Billie Eckstein 
Hurricane ; : De Alexan le, 
Dick Shelton Orc Chippie Hill 


Eddie Bush Ore 4 Inkspots 


Romo } 6 Jitierbugs 

m i Lanencene Don & Beverly Rhythm Will e 
} Le ‘ ’ 

Deane Janis | Blackstone Hotel Charles Is rm 


Partelle Gls 

Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 

Johnny 


(Balinese Km.) 


Gloria Faye 
George Devron Orc 


Bon Air 
| Abe Lyman Ore 


Carole & Sherod 
Enrice & Novello 
Jimmy Kelly's 


Duncan B 
-anga Ore 


Ingra Borg | Jane Froman Ore (Peacock Rm) 
Betty Carter | Russell Swann Joe Vera 
Tangia Readinger Twins 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach W alk) 


Ted We ems Ore 


Helen Holmes 
Marco & Romola 


| Lathrop Bros & Lee 
Dan Sterlings Ore 
Rose Gls 


| 
"La Conga Brevoort Hotel 


Eddie Le Baron Ore! (Crystal Room) aeere ee 
Harris, Claire & 8S | Charlotte Morris neeke c) te cs 
| Rosita Rios | Cecile Pittman Maz vel Max vell . 
| Gloria Belmonte | Wayne Elliott ae et 


‘ Dor Dorhen Gis 
Doroth: Duval Herb Foote ‘ 


Johnny Rodriguez Bob Billines ¥ 
Galvar ana ‘ranke’s Casi 
74lvan Dane Broadmont Wally } . — 
ally R 
La Marquise Flo Whitman Rae | Pa 
William Palermo U | Nyra Lou Harries Ehrii ! 
Muriel Welch Sharone Stringer Lord & Kee s j 
Chris Curtis Whitman Gls | Billie w, bb 
Frances Connolly Herb Rudolphs Or¢ Ka « , 
Caren 


‘NaTNie 









Jeanne Jordan 
La Martingue 
Val Olman Ore 
Geo Tapps 
Collette Lyons 
Harris & Shore 
Carlo Ramirez 
Fausto Curbello Ore 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Val Ernie Ore 
Tisdale 3 
Hollace Shaw 
Leon & Eddie's 
Lou Martin Orc 
Eddie Davis 


Stej 
Ann An lerson 
Dick 
Bob 


Chez Paree 


Emil Coleman Ore 
| Kitty Carlisle 

| Danny Kaye 

Cole Dancerg 

| Bobby May 
{Gloria Day 
Evans Gls 


Club Alabam 


| Jean Cook 

| Marion Moore 

| Harriet Norris 
Allen Coe 

Bernie Adier 

| Jackie Alien 

| Inez Gambol 

| Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 


Conrad 

Tinsley O1 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 

Hal Munroe Orc 

Wynn Faire 

Nord Richard son 


Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al rave Orc 
Holty Swansen 
Helen Sumner 
Al Veirra Ore 


I’ Aiglon 
Emil DeSalvi Ore 
Dorothy Johnson 


Archie Robbins | Dorothy Dale Arsene Siege! 
Stan Ross Eddie Roth Orc Isobel de Mario 
Yvette Dare | ” 

Dolores de! ae Club Minuet Hotel La Salle 


Anthony, Allen & H | Colleen | 
Denise Anderson Diane Clifton 
Cesar & Rosita Jean Bell 
“ Ethel Brown 
Page Page Club Fillmore Sherman 
Armando Ore Art Fischers Ore 


Mary Ann Sackley 
Crusaders Ore 


Liberty Inn 





1g waseen Del Estes Marion Crawford 
&@ Moreno 
— Colony Club ee 


San.my Haas 
Karen Stephany 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Place Elegante 
Erpest Franz Orc 


| Sacasas Ore 
Monchita Ore 


irpenter 


Marys'rite & M’rtinez 


Malneck Ore 


(Blue Front Room) 


| Manfred Gotthelit 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


{ 


| 


Jean Brandon Tony Calozzo | Eddie Noah Ore 

Allen Fielding'’s Ore | Marriott's R'm Orc | Jerry Manning 

Juanita Ore i Helene Ward 

| W Wenger Gls (8) Manoa ton Eddie Linder 

Deloyd Mackaye Me Mitchinson Hotel 7th Avenue 
, , Maryline Bess Saunders 
Carron’s Casper & Roth Ida TIola 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


! 
| 


| 


| 


Honore & Joy 
lone O'Donnell 
Shirley Gale 
Babette Gis 
Elinor Danicig 
Hazel Zalus 


606 Club 


Morrison Hotel 
(Moston Oyster 


House) Anchorage 
Flo Parker 
New Yorker Hugh Morton Ore 


Mildred Craig 


Wally Rand Margret Faber Gis Date Sowers Ore 
Ibrewsters ; Maxine de Shon Beity Smiley 
Ray & Harrison Jackie Hilliara 


Balconades 
Joe Mow ry Ore 


Hoveler Gls 


Barnett Betty Shayne 


Ore 


Arne tel Harriet Brent 
AL Milton Or Cecil Von Dell Bill Green's 
Old Heldelberg Margo | George King Ore 


Jeri McCauley 

















Irma Cooper ae Happy Howard 

Sally Sharratt Marge Gibson Don Cronin 

Heidtclberg Oetette Jean Mode Noy Miller 

Heicelberg Ens ay a Vaughn Jones | 

oliy IF: Ore Jo A er 

ae — Wilma Novak Boogle- Woogie Club | 
" I Lilli Dawn Roog Sherman 
Palmer House Sot Lake Ore Bebe Sherman 

a oe raged Tripoli 3 Mac Simon 

omy SNe " Bishop Bios 

Chick & Lee Susie Q Ralph Wolfram 

Trixie Hal Barbour ; 

Dancing Debonairs Yvonne Nova Club Petite 

Dorothy Dale Kay La Salle Freddy Castle Ore 

Abbott Dancers Joy Kalese Mary Krieg 

Phil Dooley Ore Rocky Elisworth Warren & Durkin 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Duke Ellington Orc 
Dunham Singers 
Carl Marx 
Silver Cloud 


Verne Wilsen Orc Margo Fant 


Thompson's 16 Clhab 
Ray Reynalds 
Steve Stutland Orc 
Jean Gilbert 

Lydia Harris 
Ginger Wood 

Elliot & Fontaine 


Jerry Bent 
El Chice 
Lela Cordoba Ore 


Gomez Danc 
Hotel Fort Pitt 


Audy Lee Gladys Zimmerman 
Ralph Harrison 
PHILADELF HIA 14 Aces 
Motel Heary 
Club Ball Minstrel Tavern (Stlver Grill) 
Sylvia Froos Powe Marriot . Merle Orc 
Jackie Gleason (Gay 90's) 


Newton & Newton 
Margie Marsh 


Edouvardo 
La Com parsa 


Dorothy Nesbitt 


t 
Kd McGeldrich, Sr | 
Hotel Ella 


Eddie White 

Gage Dixon 

Ted Oliver Ore 
Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 


Nancy Newelt 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Edythe Sallade 
Montgomery's 
Bobby Melivane 


Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Temmy 
Jessica Wheatley 







N. J.) Casper & Rash Earl Tate Orc 
Jane Eldridge Fran Caswell Jimmy Baldwin 
Marne & Gallo Johnny Welsh Nenie Walters 
Viola Klares Ore Peon Fay Ore Teddy Bireh 
Kay King Murrell Pace 
Open Door Jean Ivory 


Cusano's 
Ruth Wayne 
Jack Richards 
Arlet Adaire 
Joe Blair 
Ralph Sunner Ore 

Cadillac Tavera 


Kitty Houghton 
; Audrey Kennedy 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Kaaihues 
Hotel Wm. Penn 


Dick Thomas 
John Reno 
Mario & Marino 
Frank Paige 
Ethel Maden 
Billy Hays Ore 
Wanda Shiner 


Arlington Lodge 


Cork and Bottle 


Maria de} Carmen 


McFarland 


Evergreen Gardens 


(Continental Bar) 


PITTSBURGH 


Ray Catizone 
Steve Mathews 


Poa Bigley 
Mike SbAmretig 





Merry-Go-Roung 
wil Asche 
Al Fremont Ore 

New Pena 

Marianne 

Ralph Allen 

Ravelle & 
Nancy Ge 

Roberts 3 
| Rert Prevost 
Joe Morrollo 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Maris ® Ore 
M Ovande Ore 
Bob Carter 
Lee Dixon 
R& KF Roberts 


2 Amba SSadorg 


Nut House 
Jim Buchanon 
Harry Nosokoft 
Ray Neville 
Ted Blake 
Joe Klein 
Reggie Dvorak 

oney Boy 
| Buzzin Rees Ore 
Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
day Loring 
Chuck Miller 


Ore 
Ra nda 
5 


Pines 
R Armstrong Ore 
Faye Parker 
Billy Leech 
Ray Englert 
Don Trimarkig 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Marian Rohtrkasie 
Ruth Willock 
Alberta Carps 
vonne Moray 
Jerry Gordon 
Maunch Gls 
Shirley Heller 
| Kurtis Puppets 
Sky-Vue 
Robby Haddon Ore 
Helen Young 
Union Grin 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madria 
Etzi Lovato Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
| Dick Smith 
| H’ wood Coquettes 
Frank Andrini 














Old Covered pid, . 
Beth Calvert Woody Travers Orc 
Maurinot Nove ‘ " CLEVELAND 
Edythe Brown a - 
arry D > Sddie Thomas , 
Harry Dobbs ( re ay te at Alpine Village Hotel Hollenden 
Di Pinto’s ay Hamilton . 
Dutch & Dutchy | Claire & Mudson Baron Elliott Ore 
M Montgomery Ore Kippee Velez Gis 3 Jacksons Martha Burnette 5 
lillian Ford Blackbirds (4) | Norman & McKay | Duffins : 
Flash Lane Howard Reynolds 0 | Bob Coapl | Frances Vestoft ' 
adr —e Ked Lion Ian | Otte Thurn Orc Grace Morgan @ 
rt * — Ed Chambers Orc College Ton Hotel Statler # 
‘ — —— Joe Foulkner | Hy Baron Ore | Oscar Daye Ore 
Costaine & Barry Dot Wilson | Eddie, Sid & Val | Jack & Kddle’s 
Nine Nanni Frank Dument Freddie's Cate Rubertino, Roberts 
Geo Clifford Tony Gallagher | | Babe Sherman 
|Jonnny Parris ‘Art Lac key Ore Arlene Rice Ore 7 
Cynthia Hare 69th St. Rathskeller | Valentine Vox .* : 
Tielma Flowers Bobby Lee Orc | Ruth Dennin } La Conga Club 
lucia & Pepita Charlie Neid |; Yvonne Moray | Ramon Arias Or 
;} Curt Weiler Ore ) Murphy Sis | Rddie Rarnes Lindsay's Bar 
Evergreen Casino | Helen Doyle Gourmet Club | See Stee 
- sar e ‘ aC 
Mary Brighton emt & Gardn * |E Robinson Ore Judy Preston 
Sidare & Kay en aymond Lee Bartell |} Pearl DeLucca 
Beth Challis School House Ina | four Bobbetteg Mound’s Club 
Vivian Vance De May Bill Lockman , 
Stanley Gig (8) tm ayos Sid Prussin Org q 
Pat Shevlin Ore | Little Jule Hotel Allerton Sheila Barrett 7 
Vaughn Bordeaux | Stes eoret ay Joe Baldi Ore Sammy Walsh : 
rle aandy | P 2 
1523 Locust Frankie Richardson | enue. Carter fe hag a é 
Bubbles Shelby Music Hall Gls (3) i Jack Warts worry — f 
: : , : Jack Kurtze | Baby Rose-Marle 
Betty Stone Jimmie Venuti Ore | : = kh 
Judy Lee | Hotel Cleveland | Gary & Mase 
Kav tanas Silver Lake Ing | Gene Hee her Ore Maurice Spitalny O 
Kings of § ving Ore | Judy Cummings | Annette Weber | Thirty-Seven Club 
De Carlos & Rosita Motel Sterling Laura LaPlant 
Henrt's |] Carmencita |} Marty Lake Ore Frances Paul of 
Andre & Frances | George Reed | Marion Row en Pat Dennis 
Ray O'Day Jerry Delmar Ore | Art Cutlip | Helen Hayes 
| Al Blank | 4 
: . Rendezvous a 
| 2 McGe | 
p eo Wass tani Ore (Hotel Senator) | DETROIT 
4 Sharps 
(H Walton Roof) | - by Hines | Book-Cadillac Hotel! Dale Rh des 
| Vincent Rizzo (ore Yack Surre)l ‘ Mary Welsh 
Klaine Barrett Island Rambierg ! ‘4 (mack Casino) | Arlene Jolson 
} i | meric: + “ Or 
Dora Maugham . ‘ ‘ } Will Henderson 
Paul Sydell Spately + pores a Moore Nebiolo’s 
Cheena di Simone | Susan Lang \ “i | Di Giovanni 
Patricia Kingsley | Hal Hoffer e Cc Stieion George Lovett Ce 
Bob Russel] ae Rycek & Kaye 
Oxford Boys Stamp’s Carl Bonne Ora Patsy Marr 
Glamour Gls (14) | Slim Gaillara _ (Motor Bar) | Daniel Dew 
| Helene Heath Jack Curtis Vie Abbs Or: | Leonard Seel Ore 
Patricia King Mildred Maye Bowery Northwood Ina - 
Nei! lWontaine Ore Holly wood Debs Molly Picon lz & Todd 
? rus San: ‘ | Sts 's Tp . ang ( 
Augusto Sanabia Or tamp's Trio Kohn & DiPinto | Winifred Seeley 
Jam Session Stork Club weBlanc & Duc hante | Jack Spot 7 
Mickey House drace O’Hara oe eee Sammy Dibert Orc 
| Dave Newnan 4 Modernettes Countess —— Palm Beach 
Geo Lutz a Gilbert Boweryeites (12) | Bobby Jones 
3 Peppers gg + ne Test: 
Hopkins’Rathskeller Ed & Morton Reck A tage = aos hes 
I~ a ayes ‘ ias arlistle & 
| a —_ ~ (4) Henry Patrick Ore Benny Resh — | Don Pablo Ore 
tlaine Sllig i : ] . M 
|} Agnes Barry Wagon Wheel Cafe | Blue Lantern Huck’s Redford Ian 
Helen Shell Joe O'Shea Rert Nolan {Mac McGraw Ore 
| Diane Durand Carrie Lee Burton's Birds | Club Royale 
Marty Bohn Rechelle Jimmy Yamamato | 
Nancy Lee Alt Wilson | Temple & Marie armida ; 
Irving Israslow Orc | Lorraine Wiley | Skippy Little Ala n < eB 
Hopkins Trio Rov Fitzgerald | inaneees Gis (ff) j ‘ollette & Barry 


| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


: ‘ ww Swingsters Lee Walters Ore 
Latimer Club 


Hopkins ‘Trig Venice Grille Corktown Tavern 


Frank Ponti Hal 


Ore | 


Michael Travis Heeney 





; 
Kleanor Obold Nora Williams | ellen Kaye 
Vina Sneehan Wilson Sis ht Reynolds 
Evelyn Laue hain Bert Lemisch Orc & Vesters 
Joanne Sirere r | Morita pat © Bratton ee 
. " ‘Oberta Costello 
Lexington Casine Weber’s Hof Brau Don Frye 
Charlie Gaines Ore Camden Derry, Wright 
Mike Joffree Jules Flacee Orc on Andre Ore 
6 Boulevard Belles Dixon Bros Hund’s 
Norman Bolster Danny Dennis r 
Lillian Fitzgerala Howard Cole : la Timers 
Dotty Meir Jack Smith Se anv alles 


Harry Rose Serenaders 
John, Rube & Eddy 


Lexington Trio 
Lide Venice 


Signor Karinine 
Arenas (3) 
Julia Cummings 


Jane Churchill 
Syd Golden 
da 


Ruby Ore 


oreea ee Ore Elmer Seltzer Mar-Jo 

| Frank Ha Rathe’r Fildoradians Ray , 

| Trent & Strafford ™ ved Cagereen 
} Carmen Torrente Wilson's Morocco. 


Dor’hy de Houghton | 


| 


Harry McKay Joe Hough 
Marjorie Drummond | Takayama 
Jovettes Walte Walters 
Mary Eller Bloyer Sis 

. Joan & Gene Dura) 
Little Rathskeller Geo Baquet Ore 
Mildred Craig 
Andrew Sis Yacht Clab 
Jackie Miles Eadie Lang 


Vincent & Lane 














Johnny & George Jimmy Evang Made ‘ i i 
Victor Hugo Ore Mary Navis L t Crying en 
Countess Romofft Lolita etter Blues, 
Count Boris Stephanie @ Craig | and ‘35th and 


London Chop House 





Jitimy Yancey, 
cut four sides for 
lowups to last spring’s Victor album. 


“Yancey’s Bugle Call,’ 
Deaborn.’ 


Charles Newman 
Bernhard Danc 
Preston Lambert 
Johnny Burkharth © 


San Diego 


Geo 


| 


Madelyn Raker 
Kay Lasalle 
Judy Johnson Co 


George Presnell 
Al Alexander Or: 
Verne’s 
Joyce Baker 
Elton & Rita 
Jack Russell 
Vernettes (4) 
| Harry Collet Orc 


| 
| Whittier Hotel 
I 


| Leslie Norman 
| 
} 


(Gold Cup RKoom) 
-ondonaires 
Wonder Bar 


Pedro Deleon (4) 
Carmen Ravel 
Senor R Romero 





old-time pianist, 
Bluebird as fol- 


My Sleep,’ ‘Death 

















Wednesday, September 25, 1940 
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Equity Council Nixes Managerial 
Plea Against Minimum Salary Tilt 








Broadway producers formally ap- 
plied to Equity’s council for recon- 
sideration of the move which would 
raise the minimum salary in legit 
from $40 to $50. Council rejected 
the managerial proposal, which 
came from the League of New York 


Theatres. Latter’s viewpoint is that 
while most showmen accept the tilt 
without serious objection, newer 
managers with shorter  bankrolls 
might be affected and fewer produc- 
tions made. 

Showmen generally see no _ in- 
crease in the cast payrolls, revealing 
that it is the actors who will defray 
the tilt, those in somewhat higher 
brackets doubtlessly getting less 
than heretofore. Some of Equity’s 
leaders concur in thet idea, but the 
rank and filers are known to favor 
the higher minimum. 


If. there is reconsideration of the 


increase it will probably not eome | 


until the end of the new season. By 
that time it will have been estab- 
lished whether the volume of pro- 
duction was reduced because of the 
added pay. Curious feature of the 
tilt is that it was fostered by two 
elderly members who rarely secure 
stage engagements. 


What percentage of the council fa- 
vored the raise is not clearly known. 
Resolution was adopted by a major- 
ity, but no one present called for a 
roll call and the exact number of 
ayes was not recorded in the minutes. 
Junior members as well as seniors 
will get at least the new minimum, 
although the former cannot vote at 
meetings. Rules are that juniors 
must appear for two years or play 52 
weeks before being eligible for senior 
rating. Previously juniors got a 


minimum of $25 weekly, but seniors|of the Adelphi, N. Y. Theatre on} is still standing. 


+ 


Harris’ ‘Lady’ in Work 
Via Short, Moss Har 


Production of "Lady in the Dark,’ 
Sam H. Harris’ second production 
this season, has been started with 
Hassard Short in charge of that de- 
partment. The Moss Hart play with 
a score by Kurt Weill and lyrics by 
Ira Gershwin is essentially drama, 
but there is to be plenty of music 
and a chorus will be used. 

Gertrude Lawrence is to be 
starred, but the exact date when 
she will complete her current tour 
in ‘Skylark’ is not set. However, 
because of technical requirements, 
the production has been placed in 
work. Show is expected to reach 
the boards in November or early De- 
cember, probably to be berthed at 
the Music Box, although ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ came back so 
strongly that attendance approached 
capacity again. 

Hart will direct ‘Lady.’ 


Cult Rents B'way 
Theatre; Wants 
Actors On Cuff 


A religious cult called the Royal 
Fraternity of Master Metaphysicians 














has announced the three year rental 


VISITS MRS. ALDRICH 


Gertrude Lawrence Has Seen Hubby 
Little Since Wedding 








Wichita, Kas., Sept. 20. 

Richard Aldrich joined his wife, 
Gertrude Lawrence, here last Thurs- 
|day. Miss Lawrence was in ‘Sky- 
| lark’ at Arcadia theatre (taking 
more than $2,000 at $2.50 top, ac- 
cording to William Floto). 

| Miss Lawrence had only seen hus- 
| band three days since their mar- 


| riage July 4. 


BANKS PUT N. Y. 
LEGIT HOUSES 
ON MARKET 














With Broadway legit theatres, 
|'which had been under lease, again 
;thrown back into the hands of the 
j|banks, the latter are offering the 
|houses to other showmen for rental 
(or sale. Bowery savings bank, which 
appears to be carrying the mort- 
gages on more theatres than any 
other financial institution, recently 
propositioned an active showmen to 
operate two of its holdings. Bank is 
principally interested in getting 
taxes and interest at this time. 
Houses mentioned are the New 
Yorker, 54th street west of Broad- 
way, and the Ambassador, 49th 
street. 

An ad offering the latter property 





for rent or sale was inserted in the) 


ested in theatre properties are again 
eyeing those just north of 53rd street, 
las reported some time ago. New 


| 
dailies. In show circles those inter- 


| Yorker in particular is being con- | 


| sidered, now that the Ninth avenue 


i 


3-Way Meeting Enhances Chances 
Of Film Coin’s Back-to-B way Move 





San Carlo’s 30th Road 
Season Starting Oct. 8 


| San Carlo opera company begins 
| its 30th consecutive season on tour 
| Oct. 8, first date being Wheeling, 
|W. Va. 
Chicago, playing a 17-day engage- 
|ment, opening Oct. 11. 

There was some indecision on the 
part of Fortune Gallo about sending 
the troupe to the road this season 
because of the war situation, par- 
ticularly the entrance of Italy into 
the conflict. However, it is not an- 
ticipated that there will be unfa- 








vorable audience reaction. Al- 
though San Carlo is identified as 
American-Italian sponsorship, few 


aliens are in the company. 


Sunday Shows 
Wait on Equity’s 





Sunday performances will be the 
main subject at Equity’s quarterly 


day (27) afternoon. In the mean- 
time, the referendum will be mailed 
| out to all members in good standing. 
| It was decided not to send out a 





Operatic outfit then goes to | 


Friday Meeting. 


meeting to be held at the Astor Fri-| 


| Chances of a renewed alliance be- 
; tween Hollywood and Broadway, 
| which would again bring film money 
into legit production, were consider- 
‘ably enhanced as the result of a 
three-way meeting of managers, au- 
|thors and picture executives held 
(19) in New York. Ses- 


sion was described as the most am- 
icable of any since differences of 
opinion arose over the minimum 
basic agreement, which governs fi- 
nancing of stage productions. 

Discussion was not in reference to 
a new pact, but with the idea of iron- 
ing out the amendment concerning 
picture-backed shows, which was 
written in last season but never ac- 
cepted. Explanation was made why 
the Hollywood end could not readily 
operate under the terms set up. The 
‘authors readily Accepted the film 
| people’s views, while the managers 
| listened in assent. 

There are two main points that 
have been in contention. One a limit 
on percentage payments on _ the 
basis of the weekly gross. Film 
people said they could not bind their 
companies for unlimited amounts 
payable to authors. They asked 
that provisions be made whereby 
fixed sums would be appligable. 
Those present saw that such a change 
could be made fairly. 


Second main point is that of the 
option on picture rights to plays 
financed by studio coin. Picture 
| people want the right to decide 
|; whether they shall make weekly 
| payments, or turn the rights over to 
| the author to be placed on the 
| open market. Pointed out that that 


| Thursday 








|elevated structure is to be razed, | pro and con circular which was be-| arrangement should be satisfactory 


|; along with a spur on 53rd street that 


{ing prepared. Council figured that 


|to the authors, because there would 


When latter ob-! its recommendation favoring Sunday |be a minimum of $7,500 paid him 


agreed that managers favored engag-| west 54th street was originally called struction is removed, it is expected! performances should be enough for| and not returnable in cases where 


ing such people. To eliminate pos- 


that a building boom will start and 


‘the members. Referendum there- 


| the rights are freed by the film end. 


sible discrimination, one minimum | the Craig and never housed a hit, 
was agreed upon. | with the exception of Federal Thea- 
: | tre Project’s ‘One Third of a Nation’| 


'a number of apartment. houses} fore will be a comparatively simple} ‘Those who attended the meeting 
erected on that thoroughfare, there- | form. It will carry the present Sab- | held in the offices of the League of 


is Eecnadnaiee teat aoe een ta ‘It Can’t Happen Here.’ The | by enhancing the nearby theatre | bath regulation and the proposed re-|New York Theatres: Elmer Rice, 
rl eet $50 \0 $100 That entrance| WPA attractions, however, while properties. | vision of that provision, which is to| Edward Childs Carpenter for the 


: ; | The Adelphi, also on 54th street, | read that Sund ithout additional | nr- * 7. 
rate will become effective Dec. 1, at; ™#king a stay of it, were low ad-| UNGRYS Without Scc! Dramatists Guild; John Byram, Par- 


Baier 3 emission shows and operating costs| Which has been dark most of the pay will be played on Broadway un-| amount; Jacob Wilk, Warners; Sidney 
pen - ~prahee ee ae ee | were paid by the Government. wane — gry gees a, been til June 1, 1941, That period could) phillips, Metro; Brock Pemberton, 
a nent pod hagas coed Cult is headed by Dr. James B.| = — he . — poder 1 — |be extended indefinitely or discon-} Lawrence Langner, Gilbert Miller 
sities ait te eteiiana wades Oe Schafer, who is called the Messenger | sel ig same tenis tu te, Salient tinued by the council without further |and Marcus Heiman, managers. 
old initiation fee requirements un-|>Y his 2,500 followers, devotees of| 10” tocsed the hous back to td bars en ae aa | Other points to be considered are 
less they secure engagements. Rea-|C°™munication with the deceased.' |) during receivership but oper-| one cg age 1 Ma ae ont expected to be easily adjusted. If 
sons for upping the admission fee is| Theatre, which was rented for $25,-| 960, i+ thereafter on a tol: 00 eae: yang Oct 31. Usually such a there is the anticipated agreement, 
to prevent outsiders from joining, it | 000 annually, will be called Radiant lan. Theatre site is Pe AE tt ond ing has been given ag et 4 | legit production should spurt this 
being assumed that such persons Center, where offices will be estab- |e im seane te Yealted, bet ried be tng go oo, a5 | season. a aes to Gein’ dane 
would he lerredl by the higher pay | lished and plays are to be given un- redeem: : . already started and the intent is to) ferences has beén set. 
11g y. ocation is favorable. 
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‘LADIES’ TEES OFF PITT 
LEGIT SEASON OCT. 14 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. 
Legit season here 
grabbed off a starting date, week of 


has finally 


Oct. 14, when Theatre Guild brings | 


Flora Robson to Nixon in ‘Ladies in 
Retirement’ under subscription aus- 
pices. That’s the latest getaway in 
years here, house invariably un- 
shuttering around middle of Sep- 
tember. Entire outlook for 1940-41 


isn’t so bright, with about 16 weeks | 


all that’s 
year. 

Nixon gets two subscription offer- 
ings in a row, ‘Time of Your Life’ 
following ‘Ladies.’ After that, next 
thing definitely set is Lunts’ ‘There 
Shall Be No Night,’ Nov. 11, book- 
ing of ‘Too Many Girls’ for previous 
week having been yanked. 


Shuberts Face Agency 
Law in Suit vs. Team 


Suit of Select Theatre Corp. 
against Maude Davis and Nan Rae, 
which started out as a prosaic court 
action to prevent the team from 
slipping out of a contract, has devel- 
oped into an uncomfortable situation 
for the Shuberts. N. Y. supreme 
court Justice Aaron Steuer Monday 
(23) reserved decision on an applica- 
tion of the team to dismiss the action, 
and the decision of the court may 
have a far-reaching effect on all fu- 
ture contracts. 

. Emil K, Ellis, attorney for the 
a claims that Shuberts are vio- 
ating the employment agency law. 
which Prohibits persons or firms 
Tom acting as agents without a li- 
cense and limits commissions to 5%. 


in sight against 25 last 





'der the direction of Alexander Mar- 
|key, who similarly staged plays at 
ithe cult’s Long Island quarters, for- 
| merly the $2,500,000 Idle Hour estate 
of William K. Vanderbilt located at 
Oakdale. Dr. Schafer’s group pur- 
| renamed it Peace Haven. 

Plays are supposed to be acted by 
professionals, but those who have 
appeared at Peace Haven are said 
| not to have been members of Equity. 
| Players are not to be compensated, 


Markey being quoted as saying the| 
up of actors) 
taint and the| 


companies are made 
‘free of commercial 
| blighting influence of greed.’ Tickets 
are supposed to be limited to meta- 
physicians. 
Subject matter of the piays will be 
|metaphysical, while Dr. 
says: ‘The basic teachings in the new 
testament, given a modern touch, can 
be dramatized. It is easier to teach 
/a@ person by drama than by pre- 
'eevts...everything in our theatre 
i will be done professionally, but not 
‘for profit.” Radiant Center will in- 
clude scenic shops and playwrighting 
|courses. Evidently critics will be 
| barred. 

Cult has holding lectures 
|Sunday mornings at the Ziegfeld 
' theatre. those attending being evi- 


dently wealthy 
{ 


been 





‘MISS CROTHERS’ BILLING 
‘STALLS CARROLL PLAY 


Fate of John Golden’s production 
lof the new Paul Vincent Carroll 
|play, “I'he Old Foolishness,’ is said 
'to be uncertain, due to a tangle over 
lauthorship credits. Script was doc- 
| tored by Rachel Crothers, who is re- 
| ported insisting on program billing 
las collaborator. Carrell, who wrote 
ithe origina] script but was unable to 
' make satisfactory revisions, is under- 
|stood to be holding out for sole au- 
\thorship credit, 
| Until the disagreement can be set- 

tled, Golden is unable to go ahead 
with production. 





chased it about two years ago and 


Schafer | 


| operate the Belasco for another sea- 
ison. It is among the several houses 
which they leased last season when 
a theatre shortage was anticipated, 


(Continued on page 58) 





|give Sundays a thorough trial, it is 


Shuberts have again signed up to believed a month is ample time for | 


all members to return their votes. 

| Arguments for and against will 
likely come up on Friday, but indi- 
|eations are that the members will 
| follow the council’s recommendation. 





Gaetano Merola, Calif’s Impresario, 
Gives Ist Interview After 41 Years 





By EDWARD SMITH 

The History of Opera in Califor- 
nia, or ‘Why It Is Better to Play the 
Ponies,’ was the subject of the first 
interview ever given by Gaetano 
Merola, founder of the San Fran- 
cisco Opera Co., the Los Angeles 
Opera Co., and now impresario of 
both companies. 
N. Y. Friday (19), to try 
range a badly messed up schedule 
for his five-week season in San 
Francisco, due to get under way 
Oct. 12. 

The maestro, opening up for his 
only press interview in his 60 years, 
bemoaned the fate that has hit 
his performances the past two 
years. Last season he was count- 


ing on the aid of some of Italy's | 
his | 


greatest stars to put over 
season, and the Italian government 
failed to grant them passports. This 
season, Lawrence Tibbett was sched- 
uled to star in the first presentation 
of ‘Simon Boccanegra’ in California 
history, and to appear in a revival of 
‘The Girl of the Golden West.’ 
latter performance had to be can- 
celled, due to Tibbeit’s illness, and 
'‘Carmen’ with Marjorie Lawrence, 


Raul Jobin, and Ezio Pinza substi- | 


tuted. ‘Simon’ has been replaced by 
‘The Marriage of Figaro.’ 


| Merola formed the San Francisco | 


‘Opera Co. in 1924, and for the past 
'16 years has been California’s main- 
stay in opera. He arrived in this 
country in 1899 along with Luigi 


Merola arrived in| 
and ar-| 


The | 


, Mancinelli and Antonio Scotti. At 
) that time the 19-year-old boy was 
; assistant conductor, substitute to 
| Mancinelli, who headed the Italian 
repertory at the Met. 

In 1901 Merola left the Met to 
join the Savage English Opera Co. 
as a conductor, remaining there till 
1905, when he became associated 
with Oscar Hammerstein at the start 
of the latter’s campaign to put 
the Met out of business. 
Hammerstein’s that Merola organ- 
ized the first American chorus for 
opera. In 1910 Hammerstein left 
America with $1,200,000 from the 
Met, and a promise not to return to 
opera in New York for 10 years. 
| Merola followed Hammerstein to 
London, where the _ impresario 
promptly lost $1,195,000 in one sea- 
'son. Here Merola had his first taste 
,of light opera conducting ‘Naughty 
| Marietta’ with Emma Trentini star- 
ring. Hugo Reisenfield was concert 
master of the orchestra under 
Merola’s baton. 

It was in 1912 thet Merola joined 
the Shuberts, remaining for eight 
| years. It was here that he became 
_ associated with John Charles Thom- 
as, and persuaded the baritone to 
abandon a musical comedy career 
and start one in the concert and 
| operatic field. 
| Soldiers, Once Generals 
| Merola remarked sadly that de- 

Spite the fact that he tries to give 
(Continued on page 58) 


It was at | 





Road ‘Hellz’ Uncertain, 
But 0.&J. Plan Ice Show 
Tour in B.B. Parks 


| Pian to send out a road company 
| of ‘Hellzapoppin’ by the Shuberts and 
'Olsen and Johnson, partners,in the 
| original at the Winter Garden, N. Y., 
is being reconsidered. First stated 
|that the tour would not start until 
jafter election. Last week those on 
the managerial end expressed doubt 


| that the show would go out at all, 
| one reason being the possible effect 
on the value of the title, which is to 
be used in pictures. Another angle 
is that Eddie Garr and Billy House, 
proposed stars of the No. 2 company, 
are individualists, while O. & J. work 
as.a team, pace being the main fac- 
tor that makes ‘Hellz’ click 


O. & J. have an idea for another 
type of road attraction, it being ten- 
tatively called ‘Hellzafreezin.’ It is 
to be an ice show and would be pre- 
sented in the south, principally in 
baseball parks. They have optioned 
a portable ice rink brought over to 
this side by Hugo Twist, when he 
| handled Sonja Henie’s early Ameri- 
|can appearances. Ice show would 
have a number of thrill acts, and the 
| gate is to be scaled at popular prices. 
| Some of the ‘Hellz’ routines would be 
| used in the ice show. 


| While Johnson is spending a for- 
|}tune to equip a dairy farm at Car- 
mel, N. Y., Olsen has some new ace 
tivities on the side, too. At the en- 
trance of his N. Y. cafe, the 4-40 
(formerly Fifth avenue tavern), he 
has spotted a quickie lunch room and 
bills it ‘A snack in a jiffy.’ He will 
also build a 600-seat picture theatre 
at Malverne, L. I, near his home. 
Local zoning law there stymied plans 
for the original location, but the 
house will be spotted across the 
‘ street. 
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CHARLOT’S REVUE 


Hollywood, Sept. 20. 
Players Theatre presents revue for British 
War Charities in two acts; devised and 
staged by Andre Charlot. Musical direc- 
tion, Frank Tours. Book and lyrics edited 
by Foster Carling. Music and lyrics by 


Plays Out of Town 


That Old Feeling 





Dramatist was greeted by a 
friend after an arduous rehearsal. 
When told he looked tired, 


Current Roadshows 


(Week of Sept. 23) 





‘Boys and Girls Together’ 
Wynn)—Forrest, Philadelphia. 
British war relief)—El 
Hollywood. 


varro)—Brighton, Brighton 








Philip Braham, Norah Blaney, Ord Hamil- 
tun, Arthur Macrea, Foster Carling, Michae! 
North, Edgar Blatt, Nat Ayer, Jr., 
Ohman, Vivian Ellis, Dion 
Harold Plumptre, Geoffrey Henman, Robert 
Nesbit, Dennis Van Thal. 


Josephine Earl. Scenery designed by Nor- 
man Rock. At El Capitan theatre, Holly- 
wood, Sept. 20, 40. Premiered at $5.50 top; 
thereafter $3. 

Cast: Reginald Gardiner, Freddie Bar- 
tholomew, June Lockhart, Mary’ Brian, 
Richard Haydn, Mary Parker, Billy Daniels, 
John Garrick, Rita Hayworth, June Clyde, 
Mischa Auer, Leni Lord, C. Aubrey Smith, 
Fred Leslie, Jackie Cooper, Bonita Grane 
Ville, Anna Neagle, Fanny Brice, Hanley 
Staftord, Vyola Vonn, Frank Nelson, Buster 
Keaton, Carol Adams, The King’s Men, 
Billy Burt, Heather Thatcher, Eric Blore, 
J. Carrol! Naish, Simone Simon, Henry 
Fonda, Rod LaRocque, Chester Morris, 
Alan Mowbray, Ronald Colman, George 
Sanders, Mitchell Leisen, Flsa Maxwell, 
Shirley Chambers, Lorraine Bridges. 





Phil | 
Titheradge, | 


Ballet staged by | 
Theodore Kosloff. Dances and ensembles by | 


plawright asked: 
‘Do I look like I was wrung 


through the Shuberts?’ | 








Freddie Bartholomew, now grown so | 
tall, and June Lockhart did a song 
and dance, followed by Richard 
Haydn and Mary Brian in a skit that 
was not too funny. Mary Parker and 
Billy Daniels then went into a dance | 
staged by Mitch Leisen, which led up | 
to the first big production number, 
‘The Tegucigalpa,’ featuring beaute- | 
ous Rita Hayworth and John Garrick | 
and giving the chorus its first chance | 
to really unlimber, anyway, around | 
the hips. Mischa Auer deadpanned | 
through a bit with June Clyde to) 
bring on ‘Pantasy,’ performed by | 
Simone Simon, Jackie Cooper, Carol 





In all his years of revue producing, 
Andre Charlot never had so many | 
name players to parade before the 
foots as are currently performing in | 
this extravaganza of snecialties and | 
blackouts for British War Relief. If 
he could tour this troupe through the | 
country it would raise a cool $1,000.- | 
000 for the besieged Britons abroad. | 
That, at best, is a forlorn hope, as | 
most of the players have picture jobs | 
to do. But out of it all should come | 
a compact revue for Charlot to shape 
for picture house presentation. 
There’s enough meaty comedy situa- | 
tion and musical interlude to qualify 
it for any deluxe boards. 

Putting together a show with such 
a galaxy of luminaries might have 
resulted in a clambake in less expert | 
hands than Charlot, but the old mas- | 
ter has wrapped up a package of 
forthright entertainment that had the | 
plush mob on the opening night sit- 
ting out the full three hours. Film | 
stars exposed their most talented 
facet and turned in a most commend- | 
able job of trouping. It’s all for the | 
cause of charity and the only payoff | 
is to the British War Relief Assn. In| 
their zeal to do their all for the 
cause, some of the filmites over- 
stepped themselves by doing like the | 
birdies do with not particularly | 
pleasing results. 





However, all other | ind | 
phases of showmanly conduct were| Auer contrived to do_ everything | 
well in the groove, and those who | 


Adams and Buster Adams. It proved | 
a strip tease extenuated by the mis- | 
chievous pipes of Pan in which all) 
hands peeled. 

C. Aubrey Smith did a sentimental 
bit about drinking to the last sur- 
vivor of a group of family friends, 
which was followed by Jackie Coop- 
er and Bonita Granville in a song 
and dance. Anna Neagle then walked 
from a frame, gowned in blue, to 
sing ‘Alice Blue Gown’ and taper off 
into a dance with David Tihmar. 
Spotted in ahead of closing the first 
act, and rightly, judging from the 
audience reception, was Fanny Brice 
and Hanley Stafford in their ‘Baby 
Snooks’ bit. It vied with ‘Cads’ for 
the most riotous reception of the 
evening. Tommy Tom-Tom number 
brought down the asbestos and left 
the sitters agog with some nifty step- 
ping by Carol Adams, who has looks 
and a fast pair of tootsies. At inter- 
mission, Frank Tours batoned the pit 
crew in a medley of tunes from} 


Charlot revues. | 


Mowbray took over as ringmaster | 


of the second frame, and after toss- | 
ing a few quips, gave way to John | 
Garrick and a chorus for rendition | 
of ‘Love’s Just a Melody,’ best tune} 
of the evening, penned by Nat Ayer, 
Jr., and Edgar Blatt. Eric Blore, J. 
Carroll Naish, Heather Thatcher and 





| 
} 


| 
} 


wrong in their skit, ‘All Right on the | 


line up at the wicket for the several | Night,’ and just to change the pace a | 


weeks this piece runs will get aj} choreorgraphic 


healthy run for their coin. 


Talent for the most part was re-| palms 


idyll was run on.} 
hat few who understood it brought ! 
together. Simone Simon, | 


cruited from the British film colony,| aided by The King’s Men, loosened | 


and the London music-hall touch was 
not underplayed. Reginald Gardiner 
and Alan Mowbray paced the show 
as emcees and contributed their own 
bits of mimicry and story telling. To 
single out any act or individual for 
stellar billing would be to slight 
worthy performers, who bent over to 
make the evening a memorable one 
in the theatre. However, the ‘Cads’ 
number toward the finish deserves a 
detached paragraph of its own. 

_ Programmed as ‘the most expen- 
sive male chorus in the world,’ the 
lineup comprised such stout cinema 
names as Ronald Colman, Henry 
Fonda, Randolph Scott, Mitchell 
Leisen, Reginald Gardiner, Rod La- 
Rocque, Chester Mowbray, George 
Sanders, Mischa Auer and a few 
lessers. In true chorus-boy fashion, 
they sang naughty songs and took 
entrance and exits with arms on 
shoulder and in precision to the mu- 
Sical accompaniment. It proved a 
riotous scream and was broken up 
after the eighth encore when one of 
the lads pied his line. 

Gardiner presided over the first 
half and brought out the chorines 
for a ‘How D’ You Do’ number. 

















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 























EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 
€ 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 














|their tonsils on ‘Are Latins Lousy | 
| Lovers?’ which could have brought a | 
| hot retort about the lady’s singing! 
| ability. 

| Cooper and Miss Hayworth scored 
| in a drawing-room turn, in which the 
juvenile failed to be drawn in by her 
| wiles. Followed the ‘Cads’ number | 
|and then a letdown to an acting | 
dance turn by Mary Parker and Bill 
Daniels. These kids can really dance, 
but here they putter away their time 
with nonsensical preludes. Haydn, 
| who has been heard .before as ‘Ed- 
| ward Carp’ on the airlanes, goes into 
| his cockney routine about recipes | 
| and the like. He’s immensely boring | 
| to those who don’t like his type of | 
|humor, Mary Brian and Billy Burt! 
| soloed in the ‘Dancing Mad’ number, 
and then to a not-so-funny skit about 





j}appeared in this bit, as she did in 


| great are in no immediate danger. 
; Reggie Gardiner came back for a bit 
|of pantomime, in which he led 
|an imaginary orchestra, provoking 
| laughs with gestures and grimacing. 
A production number, ‘Shine,’ with 
| Lorraine Bridges as vocalist, brought 
finis to a show that should ring up a 
| tidy sum for British war sufferers. 

Helm. 


| 


en 


Washington Slept Here 
Hartford, Sept. 21. 


Comedy in three acts (five scenes) by 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart; pre- 
sented by Sam H. Harris; staged by Kauf- 


nell Memorial, Hartford, Sept. 
| $2.75 top. 
| Mr. Kimber....... coevees Percy Kilbride 
PEGE. DUCT. ccoccccccosess Ernest Truex 
|} Annabelle Fuller.........+..---Jean Dixon 
Madge Fuller........cccccoe-Fegey French 
Steve Eldridge. .....cccsecs: Kendall Clark 
NU 665665 hb0 00500206000" Grace Valentine 
a re Mabel Taliaferro 


Clayton Evans 


George Baxter 
| Rena Leslie 


Ruth Weston 


PL os 6b-s 606.000.0640 0a08 Paula Trueman 
Yo eee Ce Robert Readick 
Ee DORIOP cee isseaiees Berton Churchill 
PROT. PEE, 5.5 vase50eeb eds David Orrick 


Tommy Hughes........ ..-Edward Elliot 
Sue Barrington farian Edwards 
Ry 0 ew ae f Toni Sorel 
| Mr. Prescott Richard Barbee 









| Looking like a Kaufman-Hart 
| quickie, ‘George Washington Slept 
| Here’ fulfills half its promise by 
| sleeping through the major part of 
itwo acts. It’s going to take a lot of 
|! amputations, medications and blood 
transfusions to make ready for 
Broadway. 

For the first act and a half this 
play looks as though it will never 
get out of its apparent stillborn 
status. Partly past the midway 
; point the child gives a lusty yell to 
| Start the proceedings. With a breath 
of life injected into it, the play turns 


| truth in advertising. Elsa Maxwell | 





man; settings, John Root; opened at Bush- 
; | 


N. Y. (24-29). 
‘George Washington Slept Her 
Shubert, New Haven (23-25); Plym- 


/outh, Boston (26-28). ; 
‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish)— | for a career. 


Blackstone, Chicago. 


‘Life Wth Father’ (Dorothy Gish) | 


—Maryland, Baltimore. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va. (23); 
Weller, Zanesville, O. (24); Victory, 
Dayton (25); Hartman, Columbus 
(26-28). 

‘Male Animal’ 
Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Cass, Detroit. 


(Elliott Nugent)— 


‘Meet the People’—Music Box, Hol- 
lywood. 

‘Pins and Needles’ — National, 
Washington. 


‘Ship of Zion’—Mayan, Los An- 


geles. ° 
‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 


| Lyceum, Duluth (23); Municipal Au- | 
Parkway, | 


ditorium, St. Paul (24); 
Madison, Wis. (25); Davidson, Mil- 
waukee (26-28). 
‘Smart Spot Varieties'—Maple- 
wood, Maplewood, N. J. 
‘Tobacco Road’ (John 
American, St. Louis. 
‘What a Life’—Wilshire-Ebeil, Los 


Barton )— 





Angeles. ° 
out to be both an eye and ear 
opener. From then on it’s bread 


with heavy smatterings of butter, 
although the local audience was at 
high pitch for the author’s product 
all the way through. 

Play is all about a farm home in 
Pennsylvania, but the boys didn’t 
find the key to this one for quite 
some time, leaving the impression 
they were employing a_ reverse 
George M. Cohan, starting with the 
last act and writing back as they 
went along, instead of vice versa. 

Story circles around the urban 
Fullers, who go rural in an aged 


(Ed | 


‘Command to Love’ (Ramon Na-' them. 


LL 











| American singers 


every possible | 1,300 are hard to sell, but the 
Charlot’s Revue (name cast for break, and uses 70% of native-born 
Capitan, | singers in his company, he has been 


unable to find a real star among 


‘The majority of singers today 


after a short period of study, which 
| is worse than none at all, are ready | 


There are no real 
| teachers as most were unable to sing 
themselves. 
talent is getting lower and lower.’ 


‘Singers today lack a soul,’ de- 
clared Merola. ‘Did you ever listen 
to an actor for over an hour and be 
bored sick, and then have another 
speak three words and you sit up 
electrified?’ ‘Singers today lack the 
ability to excite you, they do not 
possess the soul required of a great 
artist. Most of them memorize 
words and music with little knowl- 
edge of what they are singing about. 


‘Success and money come _ too 
easily, even with mediocrity, but 
eventually it may spell the end of 
opera, for with the lessening of 
great vocalists public apathy is cer- 
tain.’ 

Merola then spoke about Franz 
Lehar’s conducting of ‘Alone at Last’ 
for the Shuberts, for which he 
included a 53-piece orchestra com- 
prising the best musicians from the 
Metropolitan and Philharmonic or- 
chestras, and had Thomas Jose Col- 
lins and Roy Atwell in the cast. 

In 1921, deciding to veer back to 
opera, Merola joined Fortune Gallo’s 
company and visited California for 
the first time since 1906. Viewing a 





football game at the Stanford Univer- 
sity stadium, Merola conceived the 
idea of giving opera there. In 1922 
he left Gallo and went to the Coast. 
He set up an 85-foot stage, roped off 
20,000 seats, and gave five perform- 
ances of opera with Giovanni Marti- 
nelli, Bianca Saroya and Leon Ro- 
thier as his stars. The venture lost 


‘Today they are all soldiers, 
Beach, | while in my day they were generals,’ 

= the impresario. 
e’— 


The quality of operatic | 


Gaetano Merola 


Continued from page 57 





$2 an 
$3 seats go fast. An additiona] fees, 


ing capacity of 1,500 at $2, woulq 
mean $3,000 more a performance and 
more than cover the annual deficit 

The seasons run five to six weeks 
and during the 16-year reign of 
Merola some 66 different works have 
'been given, Hundreds of Americans 
|have been given debuts, but few are 
| known today. The present season 
‘will see many others, as the in. 
|defatigible maestro continues to try 
to discover native born talent. ‘Some 
day, soon I hope,’ he declared, ‘Amer. 


glory road to operatic success, and 
when that time comes, the beautify] 
natural voices of American singers 
will really replace the foreign singer 
who almost always is the star today,’ 


Play on Broadway 4 


JOHNNY BELINDA 














Drama in three acts presented at the 
Belasco, N., Y., Sept. 18, '40, by Harry 
Wagstaff Gribble; written by Elmer Har- 
ris; staged by Gribble; settings by Fred- 
erick Fox; Helen Craig, T.ouls Hector 
Horace McNally featured; $3.30 top, F 
eee ree ere Beau Tilden 
PEGGY NEE s 06 60 006e0002< Edward Craig 
a ae ee 


.+.. Leslie Bingham 


Dr.Jack Davidson Eee Horace MeNally 


Floyd McGuiggan.............. John Delmar 
Jimmy Dingwell............ Ralph Cullinan 
Fergus McGuiggan........... Frank Delmar 
Grace PeterB..ccccccccecs Valentine Vernon 
a eee tertha Belmore 
Locky McCormick........... Willard Parker 
ee MIDs 5 n 09o 0:09 000060 Jane Bancroft 
ES ee eer Jules Epailly 
Belinda McDonald............; Helen Craig 
SS are Louis Hector 
PGE BEOw MONOOM. oc ccc cccccccne Beau Tilden 
Lizzie Gordon.............Margaret Cherry 


Maggie McDonald...... 
Reverend Tidmareh.............Jack Lynds 
Defense Counsel Mc\ ....Wm. Chambers 
Att'y General Mehnight....Bram Nossen 
— ko SP eee Henry Mowbray 
Clerk of the Court Blaney Harris 
Matron Vicky Delmar 


....Clare Woodbury 








Two straight plays have arrived so 
far this season, both being serious 
drama. While that type of play is 


| $28,000, but attracted the attention | part of the theatre, it is likely that 
'of the wealthy patrons of music on|playgoers will pass them up in favor 


home where George Washington, ac- | 


cording to legend, once slept. 
reality, ramshackle house was where 
Benedict Arnold had taken time to 
rest his body. Trials and tribula- 
tions of settling the place, plus a 
little daughter love trouble, all make 
meat for the plot. Deep down into 
the bottom of the trunk dug the 
writing duo to dig out the moth- 
eaten formula of the mortgage on 
the old homestead. Only they do it 
in modern dress, with the villain 
weari-g riding breeches. 

The witty cracks of this offering 
are not as smart and sophisticated 
as other presentations of the duo. 
There’s one about writing a letter to 
Mrs. Roosevelt to see if she could 
do something about getting the 
mortgage lifted. Another crack in- 
volves PM. Then there’s the situa- 
tion about the pregnant maid who 
is going to marry the brother of her 
lover (she’s nonchalant at the 
thought of her expectant child’s 
father marrying another) because 


ie all in the family anyway.’ 


Burden of the show is carried by 
a trio of film and legit players mak- 
ing their return to the boards for 


| one other, but the laurels of the/ the first time in several years. They 


are Ernest Truex, Jean Dixon and 
Berton Churchill. Mabel Taliaferro, 
another vet of the films and lezgit, 
| does niftily with a bit part. 

Percy Kilbride, as Kimber, the 
|hick gardener; Paula Trueman as 
| Hester, the maid, and Toni Sore! as 
| Miss Wilcox, a house guest, carv 


a neat little niche for themselves, | PTCes. 


taking the play away, on several oc- 
casions, from the principles. Miss 
| Sorel displays exceptional ability as 
|} an exotic pantomimist. Truex takes 
| the role of the urban dweller who 
| buys the country home, which has 
f-~ water, no roads, or other facili- 
ies. 


Eck. 





| Legiters on Mart 


—~—— Continued from page 57 





| 
{ - 
‘but did not materialize. 





daughter, Riene Belasco Gest. 
. A. L. Berman is reported inter- 


theatres. 


Shuberts are 


sented ‘Pins and Needles’ 


renew the rental lapse. 





In | 


| 
| 


| 
} 


the Coast. 
Coast Opera’s Start 


of lighter fare. ‘Johnny Belinda,’ the 
latest, was rated a Broadway possi- 


The following year Merola tackled | bility when shown in a summer the- 


fornia Packing Co., who secured 
$25,000 for him by getting 50 busi- 


liminary expenses. 


| Robert I. Bentley, head of the Cali- | 


| 
| 


He rebuilt the/ before debut. 


ness mén to put up $50 each for pre- | trouble 


atre, but its chances are doubtful. 
New play is unusual to some de- 
gree, but is a story laden with 
and, in times of holocaust 
abroad, it had two strikes against it 
Show’s melodramatics 


| Civic auditorium, and secured Marti-/| are spotlighted by the undeniable ap- 


'nelli, Beniamino Gigli, Giuseppe De | peal of a single character. — Script 
Luca, Claudio Muzio, and Adamo; Wwas_ evidently revised, but not 
Didur as his stars. The venture adroitly, for there are unnecessary 


| 


| 
| 


14 a.m. and 15 minutes later the! 


| 
| 
| 
} 


made a profit of $3,600. Scenery was 
transferred to a warehouse and in- 
sured. The transfer was mede at 


warehouse was burned to the ground. 
That’ gave Merola $8,000. He was 
satisfied but wanted more. 
turned the $25,000 advanced by his 
sponsors, and asked for the forma- 
tion of a committee of 3,000 mem- 
bers to put up $50 each toward a 


| 
' 


‘He re-| Nova Scotia. 


|revolving fund of $150,000 to be used | 


in 
| 


| was formed, and from 1924 to 1929| town bully, who rapes her. 


the formation of a permanent 
opera company. He finally got $126,- 
000 of this amount. 


parts tending to clutter up the en- 
actment. First two acts are best, 
third tapering off too much. 


Atmospherically ‘Belinda’ {s inter- 
esting enough, though essentially its 
people are small towners. Locale 
is a barren island off the coast of 
If a fellow gets in 
trouble with a girl, he must wed 
her or pay $750 for the raising of 
the child, else stay in the jug for a 
long spell. 

Belinda is a deaf mute, called 
Dummy by her grim Scotch father, 
Black McDonald, a farmer-miller, 
girl’s mother being deceased. She 
drudges in the grist mill, but rouses 


The San Francisco Overa Assn.|the lust of Locky McCormick, the 


Dr. Da- 


,made money consistently. The seat-/|vidson, young doctor from Montreal, 
|ing capacity of the Civic Auditorium | who recently put up his shingle, is 


' 


was 6,000, and at a $6 top the $16,- 
000 cost per performance which used 
Met opera stars made money. A 


,top of $6 was set permanently, be- | 


Direction is okay, as are settings,,2 Minimum of 4,500 seats. 


reported having Met. 
leased the Windsor (formerly 48th | 


| Street) from the Joe Leblang estate. | opera without money, and without 
Last season the house was under , tenors.’ 
lease. to Labor Stage, which pre-}He decided the latter was the lesser 


; ; there.|of the two evils, and went to his 
Union outfit has no immediate pro- , original sponsors. 


duction plans and let an option to underwrite the yearly loss pro rata. 


Windsor Last year the season lost $26,000 or 
was previously operated by Sam H.!$50 each to the sponsors who are 


| cause 


‘if we didn’t 
|Our Opera was no good.’ 
$6,000,000 Opera House 

In 1932 an opera house was do- 
nated by the city of San Francisco 
at a cost of $6,000,000 raised through 
a bond issue. To make a financial 
| success, it was necessary to have 
Certain 
| influential persons in California ob- 
| jected, desiring a 2,000-seat house. 
Finally the opera house was built 
|seating 3,300. Merola warned that 
it meant the end of opera, for with 
'a lessening of the seating capacity 


| 


‘|and a cost of $16,000 a performance, 


lid not m No such/|a season’s loss of $30,000 annually | 
| Situation is in sight this year. Belasco | 


|entire Wagnerian ring flopped at the 
| boxoffice. At this time a discouraged 


ested in acquiring a couple of legit | Merola sought the advice of the re- | 


itiring Giulio Gatti 
Gatti told him, ‘You can’t 


Merola was without both. 


They agreed to 


| Grisman, who expended considerable ;Ziven the privilege of buying the 
money on the interior, also enlarging | best seats. 


The $6 seats, of which there are! 


the stage. 


| 
| 
} 


attracted to the girl. 

He realizes Belinda {s intelligent 
despite her affliction and the medico 
determines to teach her the sign 
language. Belinda’s progress in 


charge high | learning to communicate with others 
people would have thought| gives the play a strange audience at- 


traction. She learns to read and 
write under the tutelage of the doc- 
tor, who has fallen in love with her. 
When her father is told of the seduc- 
tion, he is for murder, but Dr. Da- 
vidson argues him out of that. : 
The father is struck by lightning 
and the town busybodies arrange 
that the child be adopted by McCor- 
mick, who had wed but is childless. 
When he attempts to take the infant, 
Belinda shoots him. There is 8 
courtroom trial scene and, when the 


\facts come out, the prosecution re- 


| 


could be expected and 1935 saw the|is the strength of the drama. 
belongs to the late showman’s estate|end of the reserve, with a loss of has appeared in other shows to fa- 
and really is the property of his, $55,000 when a performance of the 


| 
| 


Casazza of the the curtain. 





fuses to press the charge and Belinda 


lis freed, going to the arms of the 


doctor. 


Helen Craig in the part of Belin’ 
7 


vorable notice, but her present ap- 
pearance transcends any perform- 
ance she has turned in to date. Miss 
Craig is graceful and attractive. She 
utters no word during the play until 
Having been released, 
she rushes to her child, cuddles him 


give |and speaks, ‘Johnnee,’ which pro- 


vided a kick for the sentimental ele- 
ment among first-nighters. Louis 
Hector, as McDonald, and Horace 
McNally, featured along with Miss 
Craig, stand out, others being fair 
to middling. 

Harry Wagstaff Gribble, who pre- 
sents ‘Belinda.’ handled the direc- 
tional job okay. There is plenty ©! 
scenery and more than the usu® 
number of actors, requiring a payr®!! 
that will probably be too much for 
the indicated attendance. Ibee 





icans will discover there is no short ~ 
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Any Petrillo Blitz Against Guild 
Is Under Delaying Action of Court 





Regardless of whether or not the 
American Guild of “Musical Artists 
js granted a temporary injunction 
against the American Federation of 
Musicians, the latter’s president, 
James C. Petrillo, would probably 
have little chance to carry out his 
threat of barring from radio, pho- 
nograph recordings and various con- 
cert and other activity any instru- 
mentalists who fail to join his union. 

Supreme court justice Aaron 
Steuer, who is weighing AGMA’s 
injunction plea, has indicated he will 
take some time to reach a decision, 
possibly a month or more. And in 
granting a temporary stay nearly a 
month ago, justice Ferdinand Pecora 
declared the case should be tried 
soon, so a preference will likely be 
granted and actual trial be held 
within tWo months on AGMA’s ap- 
plication for a permanent injunction. 
So even if the temporary injunction 
were to be denied, Petrillo would 
have little time to carry out his ulti- 
matum. 

Hearing on the temporary injunc- 
tion bid was held before justice 
Steuer last Thursday (19), with 
Louis Boudin arguing the case for 
AGMA and Samuel Seabury repre- 
senting Petrillo. Seabury’s fee for 
the case was variously reported to 
be from $20,000 to $35,000, although 
it was generally supposed that the 
amount was nearer the lower figure. 
Several New York dailies have edi- 
torially attacked Petrillo since the 
case arose and, on the day after Sea- 
bury’s entry as the AFM president’s 
attorney, he was also. severely 
criticized in a lengthy editorial in 
the New York Herald Tribune. 

Steuer Listens 

In the hearing before Steuer, 
much of the argument was a repeti- 
tion of that offered in the previous 
hearing before Pecora, except that 
this time a strenuous defense was of- 
fered by the Petrillo lawyers. Steuer 
offered little indication of which way 
his decision may go, but instructed | 
the opposing counsel to submit briefs 
by today (Wednesday). After the | 
hearing Seabury and Henry A. 
Friedman, Petrillo’s other attorney, | 
refused to give reporters copies of | 
affidavits submitted at the hearing | 
by Petrillo and Joseph N. Weber, 
former AFM prez. Reason appeared | 
to be resentment at attacks by most} 
of the papers against their client. | 
Sidney Cohn, partner of Boudin and 
already associate counsel for AGMA, 
was present at the hearing before 
Steuer. But Henry Jaffe, regular 
AGMA attorney, was absent, being | 
kept away by mediation meetings | 
between the American Federation of | 
Radio Artists, another of his ee 
and the major networks. 








JESSIE REED DIES | 
AT 43 IN CHICAGO 


Jessie Reed, 43, formerly one of 
the best known show girls in Flo 
Ziegfeld’s ‘Follies’ and other attrac- 
tions of that manager, died in Chi- 
cago Wednesday (18) of pneumonia. 
The pulmonary disorder followed 
distressful illness that afflicted the 
titian-haired looker for months. She 
fell last spring and fractured a knee- | 
cap, financial aid being remitted by | 
the Ziegfeld Club, composed of for- | 
mer ‘Follies’ girls who give relief | 
to less fortunate Ziegfeld alumnal. 

While she was still incapacitated, | 
word was received that dental care 
was necessary and more money was 
sent in care of Fred Crow of Er- 
langer’s, Chicago, who represents | 
the Actors Fund there. Soon after | 
she started dental treatments Miss 
Reed was downed with a strepto- | 








PINS’ GOOD $10,200 
IN FIRST PHILLY WEEK 


Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 

Ed Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether’ opened last night (Monday) 
its abbreviated one week’s engage- 
ment at the Forrest. Last week’s 
only show, ‘Pins and Needles,’ wound 
up its two weeks’ stay at the Locust 
Saturday night (21), with the second 
stanza well ahead of the first as in- 
dicated. Everybody was satisfied 
with the approximate $10,200 gross, 
a gain of $2,000 over first six days’ 
figure, 

Locust is dark this week and also 
next week. In fact, theatre’s next 
official booking is ‘Lady in Waiting’ 
with Gladys orge on Oct. 21. 


Brokers Lose Plea 
For Restraint Vs. 
NY. City Officials 


Application of six N. Y. city 
ticket brokers for a temporary in- 
junction against Paul Moss, Comis- 
sioner of Licenses, and Lewis J. 
Valentine, Police Commissioner, to 
restrain the enforcement of new 
state law limiting brokers’ pre- 
miums to 75c, was denied Monday 
(23) by N. Y. supreme court Justice 
J. Sidney Bernstein. The court 
tempered its denial by stating that 
the plaintiffs might have an early 
trial of the issues, if so desired. The 
action itself, aside from the appli- 
cation for an injunction, seeks a 
declaration that the statute is un- 
constitutional. 

In his decision, Justice Bernstein 
ruled that the regulations set up by 
the Commissioner of Licenses are 
not harsh or unreasonable. He also 











| ruled that an attack on the locality 


of the law could not be upheld, as 
the law could affect other N.Y. 
State towns, if, as and when they 
went in for sporting events or 
shows. Plaintiffs’ complaint that if 
the law is enforced they will be 
driven from business was not up- 
held by the court, which declared 
that the proof offered is utterly in- 
conclusive and undependable. 

Court found that all the ticket 
brokers of the city had voluntarily 
subscribed to the Code formulated 
under the NRA, and that most had 
operated under the agreement with 
the League of N. Y. Theatres. Un- 
der these codes they had resold their 
tickets, which totaled 95% of aggre- 


| gate sales, at an advance of only 75c, 


and in some cases for 50c. Since all 
remained in business, the court 
found that the complainants were 
not justified in their stand. Chief 


| point of contention was the Tyson 
i VS. 
'the U. S. Supreme Court, by a five 


Banton decision of 1927, when 
to four decision, ruled that price- 
fixing violated the 14th amendment. 


It is expected that a preference 


for an early October trial will be 
secured by the brokers who have 
already requested it. Plaintiffs in 
the action are Kelly-Sullivan, Inc., 
T. Everett Naughton, Piccadilly 
Ticket Service, Inc., City Theatre 
Ticket Co., Inc., Supreme Ticket Of- 
fice, Inc., and Joe Deutsch Theatre 
Ticket Service, Inc. 


Neither Heat Nor Crix Stop 
‘Skylark’, $9,000, In Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 24. 

Despite intense unseasonable heat, 
legit roadshow season got off to an 
auspicious start with Gertrude Law- 
rence in ‘Skylark.’ In face of the 
unfavorable weather, with mercury 
mounting to the 90’s, and mixed 
critics’ opinions relative to the play's 
merits, attraction, scaled at $2.75 
top, grossed approximately fine 
$9,000 for three nights and a mati- 
nee. 

It was Miss Lawrence's first ap- 
pearence here. ‘Tobacco Road’ is 
underlined for October. 


WYNN $22,000 
IN HUB FINALE 


Boston, Sept. 24. 
After a very successful tryout of 
two and a half weeks, Ed Wynn’s 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ left Sat- 


urday (21) for a week in Philly and 
then Broadway. Everybody happy 
about b.o. here, which held to a high 
level during entire run. Final 
frame was approximately $22,000. 

Sam Harris presents ‘George Wash- 
ington Slept Here’ (Kaufman-Hart) 
Thursday (26), with Ernest Truex, 
Jean Dixon and Berton Churchill 
featured. Whitford Kane will be 
starred in St. John Ervine’s ‘Boyd’s 
Shop,’ which initiates the tryout ex- 
periment of the Shuberts, et al., Sat- 
urday (28) at the Copley. Series of 
new shows will be sampled here dur- 
ing the season at $1.65 top. 

Civic Repertory Theatre reopens 
Sept. 30 with indef run of ‘Life With 
Father,’ presented by Oscar Serlin 
and starring Dorothy Gish and Louis 
Calhern, at $2.75 top. 














‘Managers Agree To 
Broker Concessions 





coccus infection and every tooth in 
her mouth was removed in the effort 


to trace the cause Bel eed iat | Oracle Fields Gets Big . 
son, the sans entinon was She ree | ZOG ie Meat t Tor Charity 


monia. 


Montreal, Sept. 24. 
Scheduled for two nights (19-20), 


Miss Reed was wed four times, 
two former husbands being reputed- 


ly wealthy, yet she was destitute for |Gracie Fields jammed the Forum's 


quite some time prior to death. | 7,500 seats at 50c to $2 top, and 


At one time Ziegfeld paid her $500 | 
weekly, it being known that he re- 
tained his top show girls by upping 
their Salary and thereby preventing | 
Tival revue producers from en-. 
Baging them. Recently announced 
that her daughter, Ann Carroll de 
Brow, who lives in Texas with the 
parents of her first husband, won| 
two beauty contests there. 
og mial was made in Chicago at) 
nd expense of the Actors Fund. | 
soney Sent by the Ziegfeld girls 
_club amounted to more than $600. 





i 


gave a repeat on Saturday night 
(21) for which hundreds were 
turned away. Show was for benefit 
of Navy League of Canada and Great 


Britain, and was supported by local | 
army and navy bands and choir of 


male voices. Gross was approxi- 
mately $20,000. 

From Montreal she flew to St. 
John, New Brunswick, thence to 
Halifax, completing Canadian tour 
from Victoria to Atlantic Coast. 
Miss Fields plans to fly to New York 


from Halifax. 





On Fines and Bonds 


| Managers, through the League of 
| New York Theatres, have answered 
| the ticket brokers who've asked for 


a number of changes in the code, 
which is expected to become op- 
erative despite the new state ticket 
regulatiofs (Mitchell bill) stipulat- 
| ing a 75c maximum premium. Main 
request from the agencies was the 
elimination of the levy of 3c per 


ticket. League declines to drop the 
impost. 
Brokers were advised that the 





League will agree to make certain 
| other concessions. Rules are not 
| definite as to penalties for infrac- 
| tions. Indicated that the maximum 
| fine would not be more than $1,000 
|and the amount of bonds supposed 
| to be filed as guarantees of good 
| faith not more than $2,000. Further 
| indicated, however, that if the agen- 
| cies pay the ticket levy now owing, 
ino bonds would be required. 


STEEL PIER OWNER 
| PLANS LEGIT HOUSE 


| 
a | 





Atlantic City, Sept. 24. | 

Frank P. Gravatt, operator of the | 
Steel Pier, stated Sunday (22) he | 
would soon build a new 1,450-seat | 


theatre to draw legit shows here. He 
said the new house would cost $250,- 
000 and be completed by Jan. 1. | 
| 
| 
; 


New theatre will be at northeast 
corner of N. Y. and Atlantic avenues, 
a block west of City Hali. Next door 
will be a parking lot for 1,000 cars. | 
| When no legit shows are available, | 
films will be run and occasionally a 
| presentation. 


Facade has been designed by Ar- 
mand Carroll, and interior decora- | 
tions by Armand Ricci. Marble-clad | 
| structure which housed the now de- | 
funct Second National Bank is being | 
razed to make way for Gravatt’s | 
project. 


‘Road’ 76 in Buffalo 


Buffalo, Sept. 24. 
Despite enforced cancellation of | 
Monday (16) opening performance | 
due to misrouting of scenery, com- | 
bined with bad weather break most 
of week, ‘Tobacco Road’ (John Bar-| 
ton), in its seventh repeat at the Er- | 
langer, got okay biz last week. 
Snagged approximate $7,000 
; seven performances, 








in| 


Jolson’s Ist Full Wk S.R.0. $29,000 


In Generally OK 


B way Biz; ‘Dinner’ 








Spurts to $1 7,300, ‘Night, $17,000 


‘DINNER’ OK $15,000 


IN 2D DETROIT WEEK 





Detroit, Sept. 24. 

With the second week behind it, 
Detroit’s initial legit of the season, 
‘The Man Who Came to Dinner,’ 
probably will stretch out its run to 
five weeks at the Cass. The com- 
pany, starring Clifton Webb and 
Doris Dalton, held up in second 
stanza, finishing with approximately 
$15,000, after around $16,000 in its 
first week. 

Detroit also has been added to sub- 
scription cities of the Theatre Guild, 
in association with American Thea- 
tre Society. Five of the six plays 
making up the schedule have been 
announced, starting Oct. 28 with 
‘Philadelphia Story.’ In November, 
‘Time of Your Life’ follows at the 
Cass, with ‘There Shall Be No Night’ 
inked in for Dec. 9. Dates for the 
other two, ‘Twelfth Night’ and "Ladies 
in Retirement,’ have not been set. 


‘Animal’ Picks 
Up In Chicago 





To 0.K. $12,500 





Chicago, Sept. 24. 
There was a considerable perk in 
business for ‘Male Animal’ at the 
Selwyn in its second week. Indi- 
cated now that the show, which start- 
ed meekly, may settle down for 
something of a run in Chicago. 


Came to bat last week with plenty of | 


added publicity and exploitation. 


"em did. 


and on Saturday night (28) 
musical, ‘Meet the People.’ ‘Life 
With Father’ continues brilliantly. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(31st week) (1,200; $2.75). Pace re- 


Again around $15,000. 

‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn (2d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Got some excellent 
help last week on new exploitation 
and publicity, which was oxygen tent 
for the boxoffice, lifting gross to 
$12,500. 





|fair boxoffice weeks. 


‘Too Many Girls,’ Grand (3d and 
final week) (1,300; $3.36). 
appointment of season. 
and tour here suddenly Saturday 
(21). Originally slated to stick until 
Oct. 5, the run was cut first to Sept. 


Wien slic 
Piitst Ute-~ 


28 and then stopped short after three | 


Finished to 
$17,000. 


OD-NIGHT CRIX FORM 
ORG. TO ‘HELP’ LEGIT 


The 


Second Nighters, group of 
about 50 critics, commentators and 
columnists who attend Broadway 


second nights for various local and 


mains at an excellent level and no in- | 
dication of lassitude at any time. 


Closed stay | 


Estimates for Last Week 


Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), O 
| (Operetta). 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. 
(42d week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Busi- 
i|ness holds up excellently for most 
| attractions on list, there being only 
, two or three exceptions; this musical 
improved further and bettered $22,- 
000; looks set to stay, moving to an- 
other spot. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(105th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Con- 
tinues to approximate capacity, with 
standees at most performances; got 
more than $31,000. 

‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(2d week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Capacity 
from the start; first full week newest 
musical (Al Jolson) went to $29,000 
and looks cinch for run. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Belasco (lst 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Most notices 
unfavorable; although given critical 
pasting, management expects to keep 
drama going for time; $4,000 esti- 
mated in first five times (opened 
Wednesday, 18). 

‘Jupiter Laughs,’ Biltmore (D-991; 
$3.30). Season's first casualty; closes 
Saturday (28) after three weeks; 
couldn’t improve; under $4,000. - 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (46th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Pacing with 
jast season’s big grosses; close to $19,- 
000, which is capacity plus, 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial 
(17th week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Stan- 
dees at all performances last week 
again for front-runner unaffected by 
pace of ‘Hats’; quoted at $35,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (49th week) (C-1,102; $3.30). 
Another favorite that has come back 
strongly; approaching capacity again, 
with last week’s takings going te 
$17,300. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (26th 
| week) (C-1,107; $3.30). One of the 
|laugh shows that are flourishing; 
| business for one-setter quite profit- 
|able for some time, with the gate 
| now topping $10,000. 
| “There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
| (17th week) (D-1,434; $3.30). Return 

date of war drama getting fine box- 








First real disappointment of the | office support, with the gross again 
season was “Too Many Girls,’ which 
folded suddenly Saturday (21), with | pacity in another house. 
George Abbott deciding not to try to) 
live up to the reviewers’ notices. All| week (C-1,107; $1.10). 
the critics liked the show and told! final weeks for the past month or 
the people to go, but not enough of| two; still making money and date 


reaching $17,000; that would be ca- 


(281st 
Advertising 


*‘Tobacce Road,’ Forrest 


| may still be indefinite; around $5,000 


On Monday (30) the Harris will | at low top. 
relight with ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ | 
in for at least a fortnight under} 


American Theatre Society gered 956; $2.75). Relighted Monday (23); 
e 


Grand will try with the Hollywood | cjated for two’ weeks and then tours. 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
‘Time of Your Life,’ Guild (CD- 


Pulitzer and_ critics’ prizewinner 
REVIVAL 
‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (3d week) 
| (CD-865; $3.30). Management elated 
|over profitable business drawn to 
date; pace is better than $10,000. 
ADDED 
‘Sim Bala Bim,’ Morosco (2d week) 
(939; $2.75). More favorable Sun- 
day comment accorded to Dante 
(Harry A. Jansen) magic show; with 
Sabbath performance, takings around 
$7,000 or better and should improve 


“JUPITER LAUGHS’ TO 
FOLD AFTER 3 WEEKS 


‘Jupiter Laughs’ rings down Sat- 
urday (28) for the last time after 
three mild weeks at the Biltmore, 
N. Y. It’s the first failure of the 
season. Drama couk’ not recover 
from an adverse press, business after 
the premiere being so light that two 
for ones were tried. 

‘Jupiter,’ backed by Warners, was 
| written by Dr. A. J. Cronin, Exglish 
author of ‘Citadel,’ but the play has 
not been done in England as yet. 
Understood that the deal with the 
dramatist stipulated that the show be 
played for at least three weeks Pic- 





out-of-town papers and national ture rights were not involved. 
publications, have elected officers ee es 

and adopted a constitution. Officers °9 ° 

include Joseph T. Shipley ‘(New Memphis Legit Outlook 
Leader), president; Thyra Samter 


Winslow (King Features), chairman | 
membership committee which in- 
cludes Euphemia Van Rensselaer | 
Wyatt (Catholic World) and Alvin B. | 
Goldstein (St. Louis Post Dispatch). 


N.G., Despite U.S. Coin 


Memphis, Sept. 24. 
Legit prospects for Memphis are 





Executive committee includes Paul 


Shinkman (Central Press), L. L. 
Stevenson (Detroit News World 
Service) and John Campbell (Your 


Life). Shirley Hector is secretary. 

Organization intends to ‘further 
the cause of worthwhile plays’ and 
‘stimulate interest in commendable 
productions till the latter find their 
audience. They will carry on 
drama _ discussions, 
hold forums of the air and co- 
operate with drama societies 
throughout the country. 


award prizes, | 


worst in decade, despite fact that 
new munitions plants here have put 
the town in shape for profitable sea- 
son. 

Ellis (Municipal Auditorium) has 
only three shows on its books at this 
date. Schedule reads: ‘Skylark,’ Oct. 
21-22; ‘The Little Foxes,’ Feb. 8; ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Feb. 21l- 
22. 

Col. Charlie McElravy, Audi- 
torium impresario, is angling for 
more attractions and has plenty of 


‘ 


“ewe eee 
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J. J. Shubert to Produce In Detroit, 


Then Tour New Shows and Revivals 





Detroit, Sept. 24. | 

Leasing of the Wilson theatre here 
by J. J. Shubert means more than | 
just another legitimate house in op- | 
eration in Detroit. It is to become | 
the production center for a series of | 
shows which will be sent on the| 
road. Seven have been scheduled | 
thus far—four being new and three 
revivals which have not played thus 
far. 

The lease on the theatre is for two 
years, with options. Now enough 
electrical supplies for four theatres 
and five carloads of scenery have, 
been moved in. 

Where the project first seemed an 
indoor version of the ‘Opera Under 
the Stars, the project now has 
shaped up into more than that. Fif- 
teen years ago Detroit was gaining a | 
national reputation as a tryout city. | 
Many major shows were assembled | 
here and the new project is a flash- 
back to those days. 

First on the schedule, for opening 
Oct. 6, is a lavish musical, ‘Unfaith- 
fully Yours,’ with story by Roland 
Leigh and based on the life of Du- 
Barry. Talent lined up for the com- 
panies Shubert is prepping include 
Michael Bartlett, Doris Patson, Eve- 
lyn Daw, Nancy McCord, Nina Va- 
tiela, Carl Randall, Harrison Dowd, 





and Higher,’ ‘The Three Waltzes’ and 
‘Frederica.’ 

As soon as the shows shape up 
here, ithe plans call for shooting 
them to Chicago. The ensemble will 
be resident in Detroit, but the prin- 
cipals will move along with the pro- 
duction. During the Detroit runs 
the prices will be scaled from 50c to 
$2. Nine performances weekly are 
on the schedule. 

The drama project also calls for a 
revival of the subscription list. Mini- 
mum run time at the Wilson will be 
two weeks to facilitate the produc- 
tion of the subsequent shows. 





Equity Grants Concessions 

Musical stock will be presented in 
three key stands this season, accord- 
ing to plans of J. J. Shubert, first 
spot chosen being Detroit. Manager 
applied to Equity for two conces- 
sions, which were granted, the actors’ 
association stating that it acquiesced 
because it will aid unemployment. 

Shubert asked that the chorus sai- 
ary be made $30 weekly, which is 
the same scale paid for outdoor op- 
erettas during the summer, regular 
road scale otherwise being $40. 
Equity okayed the idea for a 10- 
week period. Manager then asked 
that the same pay apply if the ticket 





Noel Cravath, Fred Sherman, Victor 
Morley, Robert Shafer, 
O’Dnniels, Melissa Mason, Robert 
Chisholm, John Clark, Marian 
Pearce, Barbara Perry, Kitty 
Carlisle, Margaret Nanara, Adele 
Dixon, Margery Gainsworth, Nina 
Ollivette and Jack Sheehan. 

Other new pieces which will open 
here as part of the new road-scheme 
project will include a modern musi- 
cal, ‘Cocktails, 5 to 7’; ‘Roses from 
Florida’ (Leo Fall, composer), ‘Night 
of Love’ and ‘A Gentleman in Dress 
Clothes.” The three revivals, none 
of which were seen here, are ‘Higher 


top be made $2.20, since Equity mu- 


Barree | sical stock rules stipulate the chor- 


j ines’ salary be $30, provided the 
jhighest price of tickets is not more 
than $1.65. Shubert explained the 
‘higher price would apply to the first 
'half of the lower floor, but that he 
lexpected to build up subscriptions 
‘and that subscribers would get such 
, locations at $1.65. Principals are to 
be well paid, contracts calling for 
| salaries from $200 to $350. 
| Should Detroit support the musical 
| stock season, he intends presenting 
|similar companies in Chicago and 
' Philadelphia. 








Night Clu 








LA MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 


one-two-three-kick atmosphere, 

tendant to any Latin nite club, 

Ramirez is proving quite a wow. 
Otherwise the show is standard, or, 


more strictly, above standard in qual-| 


ity. George Tapps is now a person- 
able juvenile tapster more than ever 
before. 
softening-up of his hairdress, a heri- 


tage of a Hollywood film stint, should | can singer, is a newcomer, first time 
He won a Bristol-Myers | comedians who originally did it at 


carry him even further. Apart from 


Continued from page 50 
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from Rio and Buenos Aires, have 
| They are 
mirez (New Acts) and amidst all the | comely lookers, the petite’ one an es- 
at-| pecially attractive and saucy song- 


|been here twice before. 


} 





| also have been on a recent South 


American tour following their Hetel 


He uses his smile, and the |Savoy, London, engagement, curtailed 


|by the war. Juan Jose Saro, Mexi- 


in America. 


stress. They work intime, using 
sombreros for occasional audience 
fol-de-rol. 


Jose and Paquita, native dancers, 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Little 
Joe’)—Al Lewis, Vinton Freed- 
ley, Martin Beck. 

‘Suzanna and The Elders’— 
Jack Kirklar 3. 





‘Twelfth Night’—Gilbert Mil- 
ler, Theatre Guild. 
‘Charley's Aunt’—Tuttle & 


Skinner, Carly Wharton, Martin 
Gable. 

‘Return Engagement’ — Shu- 
berts, Schmidlapp, Gaites. 

‘It Happened on Ice’—Sonja 
Henie, Arthur M. Wirth. 


‘Panama Hattie’-—Buddy De 
Sylva. 
‘Second Helping’ — Walter 


Bachelor, Monte Proser. 

‘Journey to Jerusalem’—Play- 
wrights. 

‘Boyd’s Shop’ 
Schmidlapp, Gaites. 

‘The Big Story’—Gilbert Mil- 
ler. 
‘Philadelphia Story’ (road)— 
Theatre Guild. 

Gilbert and Sullivan Rep.— 
Joseph S. Daltry. 


PERMANENT STOCK 
PLAN FOR MILLBURN 


Permanent stock company is 
planned for the Paper Mill play- 
house, Millburn, N. J., possibly open- 
ing about mid-November. Frank 
Carrington will be manager and has 
lined up the bankroll. Agnes Mor- 


gan, formerly associated with the 
Ann Arbor Drama Festival and other 
ventures, will direct. 

Project is stalled at the moment 
because of the inability of Carring- 
ton and Miss Morgan to clear the 
rights to three London plays with 
which they hope to start activities. 
Idea would probably be to use a resi- 
dent company at the spot, with name 
guests when necessary, and running 
each production two weeks. 

Paper Mill playhouse, seating 
around 700, is reputed to be one of 
| the best equipped rural spots in the 
country. It’s location is also favor- 
ably regarded, as the surrounding 
territory contains numerous wealthy 
residential communities. House has 
been dark about a year. 


Shuberts, 

















‘Czech Comics Prepare 
Dictator Satire For Cleve. 


Cleveland, Sept. 24. 
‘Ass and His Shadow,’ satire on 
dictators, is being revised and trans- 
| lated by Voskovec and Werich, Czech 





his orthodox tapology, the hoofer|Co. radio contest in Mexico City | their Libertad theatre in Prague sev- 
has now developed a fine flair, from among 2,000 competitors, prize} era] seasons ago, for an American 


for fun to accompany the intricate | including a visit to New York and | 
lan engagement at El Chico. He’s an | 


steps. 

Harris and Shore, one of those ec- 
centric ‘satirical’ ballroom teams, al- 
though now it’s a familiar pattern, 


get plenty out of their chores, es- 
pecially in the intimacy of a cafe. 
Ramirez rounds it out and stops the 


show. 


Val Olman’s crack dance band is 


is quite a standout. 
time. 


by Herbert Corbello, 
Fausto, and formerly the 
drummer. Now Corbello is chiefly 
batoning. Band personnel is virtually 
the same that Fausto Corbello had 


when at La Martinique last season. | 


until he broke away under Music 
Corp. of America direction. 
The affable Maraschino, 
knows all the answers about cafe ca- 
tering, is again at the door, and no 
small asset. Muriel Hanna’s new de- 
cor has done better than ever by the 
Martinique’s interior; somehow the 
cuisine has been stepped up in its 
quality (as it should be, in view of 
the $2.50 minimums) and withal the 
spot seems set to ride the crest of 
another season. 
tonight (Wednesday); Imogene Coca 
and Kaye are booked to follow as 
comedy entries. Abel. 


EL CHICO, N. Y. 


Norma Lucero, Juan Jose Saro, 
Joyita and Maravilla, Jose and Pa- 





orch; 50c and $1 cover. 


Founded in 1925, Benita Collada’s 
class Greenwich Village Latin nitery 





celebrates its 15th anniversary with | * 


a tiptop native show. Collada, who 
scouts his talent all the way from 
Madrid and Barcelona to the Latin- 


who | 


Colette Lyons opens | 


ingratiating 
ceptional vocal quality. 
cero, about 18, 


Aztecas, male team of Mex singers. 


El Chico is the class spot of the 
| Village, and deservedly so, with Col- 
jlada constantly scouting new faces | 
back with a team of three reeds, two|and bringing over the cream of the 
brass and three rhythm (piano, string 
bass and drum) of which the pianist 
His Steinway- 
ing asserts itself to the degree he’ll 
undoubtedly step out on his own, in 
Olman violin-conducts and de- | 
ports himself well with the casual | 
intros. The rhumba combo is headed | 
brother of 
latter’s | 


crop. 
Abel. 


CHASE CLUB, ST. L. 


St. Louis, Sept. 20. 
Boswell, Clyde 


rhumba cycle expanded. 





Connie 


(14); minimum $1.25 and $1.75, 





;Raymond Scott’s orch, which 


romantic tenor of ex- | 

Norma Lu- |} 
Spanish dancer, 
rounds out the show, along with Los |two 


Many of his imports have gone 
into faster company uptown, espe- 
cially as the vogue of the conga- 


’ Burke, 
Steve Market, Raymond Scott Orch 


The combo of Connie Boswell and 
in- ’ ‘ ~) ’ 
|cludes some neat talent among the| 8a’ and ‘Ass and Shadow’ are only 
tooters, is accomplishing something 


tryout at Frederic McConnell’s Play 
' House. 

Comedy probably will be staged 
| here in December or January by the 
playwrighting-director-actors, 
who moved to Cleveland after their 
internationally known theatre in 
Czecho-Slovakia was locked up by 
| Hitler. Both recently turned down a 
|bid from Stanley Zucker, who tried 
|to get them interested in a contem- 
plated New York revue featuring 
European refugee talent. Said they 
preferred to be individualists and 
stars of their own vehicles than part 
of a Broadway mob. 

Two clowns, who spent two years 
learning to speak English, took local 
|bows at Play House last season in 
| ‘Heavy Barbara,’ one of their musical 
satires on totalitarian states. Al- 
'though authors of about 30 Czech 
|plays and 200 songs, ‘Heavy Bar- 





/ones they have translated into Eng- 


at this class west end spot that hasn’t | lish so far. 


been done in many a moon, 
standing ’em up. 


It’s | 
At midnight ses- | 
sion caught more than 800 jammed | solidly with ‘Heaven, Too’ and ‘I'll |} 





every nook for the strongest open- | Surrender Dear.’ 


ing in moie than a year, and the 


word-of-mouth 


| of plenty of profit. 


\ plugging this show Scott 
is getting assures the management | ket, 


Massaging the ivories with finesse, 
guides his ‘quintet,’ Mar- 
Slats Long, clarinet; Stan 
| Webb, tenor sax; Chubby Jackson, 


It's the first time Miss Boswell has bass viol, and Andy Pickard, drums, | 


|worked with Scott's outfit and the| through ‘Minuet in Jazz,’ another of 
local debut of both. The show (76; Scott’s compositions, and ‘Twilight in 
mins.) whams with no letdowns. Miss ; Turkey.’ 


Boswell wowed ’em with seven num- | 


All this leads to Miss Boswell, who 


bers at each of two shows presented | transfers from her wheelchair to a 
within a four-hour period on open-! high stool behind a house mike with 


ing night. 
more. 


And still they wanted | remarkable agility. Wearing an eye- 


filling lavender blue evening gown, 


Show got away to a sock start with! she had the mob on her side from 
quita, Los Aztecas, Dom Alberto, Scott waving the lads through his|the kickoff, ‘Nobody’s Baby’ being 
| themer, ‘Pretty Little Petticoat,’ his|followed by ‘Fools Rush In’ and 


| well, recently with Benny Goodman, 
| clicking on a hot trumpet. 
| Market, another’ trumpeter 


| recorded, and immediately goes into! back for 
| his own solid special arrangement of | ditty; ‘Stormy Weather,’ ‘Nobody’s 
St. Louis Blues,’ with Jimmy Max-/| Sweetheart’ and ‘Dinah.’ 


| Own composition which was recently | ‘Martha’ before encores brought her 


‘Strovano,’ a doubletalk 


Scott brings setup to a close by 


Steve | directing the lads through ‘Tuxedo 
who | Junction,’ the last half of which is 


American countries, has a medley of | doubles, does a comic ditty, ‘Blues, | pretty zaney, with the tooters pan- 


all types of entertainers, 
Joyita and Maravilla, just returned 


| Blues, Blues, Blues,’ 


and gives way 
to Clyde Park, 


tenor who scores’ a prattfall for a finale. 


| temiming and the trombonist doing 
Sahu. 


- a , 








Literati 





Employes of the New York Times, 
in answer to a query by publisher 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger, have vol- 
unteered to provide homes for five 
children of workers in the paper's 
London office. Management will pay 
the kids’ passage to this country. 

The youngsters’ immigration hinges 
on the British government, however, 
as they must stand their turn in the 
long list awaiting the limited trans- 
portation facilities. Moppets who 
are to come are in three groups, two 
pairs of brothers and sisters and one 
single. Brothers and sisters will be 
kept together. They are not chil- 
dren of editorial employes and are 
not being taken only by editorial 
workers here. 

Many more employes than were 
needed volunteered to take the chil- 
dren and it hasn't been decided yet 
to which homes they will go, Sulz- 
berger said. Publisher already has 
five refugee youngsters at his own 
home. 





Authors Muli More Royalties 


Authors League of America, is con- 
sidering possible means of collecting 
royalties on book rentals. Little 
progress toward practical solution of 
the problem has been made, but a 
report submitted by Morris Ernst 
suggests that the Guild approach 
book publishers with a proposal that 
the latter issue books under two 
categories, either sold only for re- 
sale, or consigned for rental pur- 
poses. Figured that rental might 
thus be controlled and royalties col- 
lected. Ernst’s opinion is that other- 
wise. the attempt to collect royalty 
might be outlawed by the courts on 
the ground that it violated copyright 
law. In any case, it is pointed out, 
the problem of ‘policing’ would be 
prohibitive unless the consigned-for- 
rental principle were used. 

Report estimates the number of 
varied rental libraries in the coun- 
try as totaling 83,500. 

It asserts that the number is rap- 
idly increasing and expresses the be- 
lief that ‘as things stand at present, 
a book on which the author collects 
one royalty payment may actually 
earn its original price many times 
over in the form of rentals charged 
by lending libraries.’ It concludes, 
‘Clearly some part of those rental 
charges should flow to authors.’ 





Winchell Scores in Suit 


Joseph Curran’s suit, as president 
of the National Maritime Union of 
America, against Walter Winchell, 
Daily Mirror, Inc.. NBC, RCA and 
Andrew Jergens Co., was dismissed 
yesterday (Tues.) in N. Y. supreme 
court by Justice Peter Schmuck with 
leave to amend the complaint. Suit 
sought damages of $1,000,000 and 
claimed libel. 

Alleged libel occurred June 9, 
1940, in Winchell’s broadcast 


ing day in the N. Y. Mirror. Win- 
chell, in his column and in the 
broadcast, charged subversive activi- 
ties in the plaintiff's union. 





Ladies Home Journal Chided 


Latest issue of the Authors League 
' Bulletin, publication of the Authors 
League of America, carries an arti- 
cle criticizing the editors of Ladies 
Home Journal for turning down a 
serial by Alice Duer Miller after 
‘ordering’ it and having revisions 
made and expressing preliminary 
approval of the yarn. 

Bulletin offers no solution in the 
matter, but concludes that ‘Mrs. Mil- 
ler relied on ‘custom’ as she knew 
it from her past and always har- 
monious dealings with the Journal. 
only to have another ‘custom’ quoted 
against her ,in an attempt to justify 
the loss of months of her time.’ 





Will Rogers Biog for SEP 

Biography of Will Rogers, ‘Uncle 
Clem's Boy,’ will start serializing in 
the Satevepost Oct. 2 and will run 
for eight installments. Author is 
the comedian’s widow, Mrs. Betty 
Blake Rogers, with an unbilled assist 
from Milton Mackaye. Deal for the 
beok rights is being negotiated. 

As a ballyhoo stunt for the pieces, 
the mag is arranging for a Will 
Rogers Day at the New York World's 
Fair, probably Oct. 3 or 4. 





AFL Wins Chi. Vote 
In plant vote at Herald-and-Amer- 
ican, Chicago evening Hearst paper, 
AFL won out over the CIO Ameri- 
can Newspaper Guild. Vote was 
held under auspices of National 
Labor Relations Board. With the 
victory the AFL takes over as 
chosen bargaining agent for both 











Authors Guild, subsidiary of the | 


over | 
WJZ and was repeated the follow- | 


Volunteer Homes te Refugee Kids , editorial and commercial department 


employes. 

Voting shaped up as follows: Chi. 
cago Editorial Assn. of AFL, 154 
votes to 54 for the Newspaper Guiid 
and in the commercial department 
the Newspaper Commercial Aggo._ 
ciates of AFL, 388 votes to 91 for the 
Guild. 





It Happened in Lincola 

Things happened quickly for Lin- 
coln (Neb.) Journal’s Barney Ojq. 
field, film editor and columnist. Pyb- 
lisher put him on daily column basis 
Monday (16). Reserve officer head. 
quarters called him Tuesday (17), or- 
dered him to put in his application 
for active duty for a year in the 
army. He did same Wednesday (18), 
and Thursday, figuring the call would 
come any day, and there’s no use 
starting a feature which is going to 
be lopped off anyway, daily stint was 
ordered out (19), 

Oldfield has been ordered to Oma- 
ha for physical exams, and, if pass- 
ing, it’s apt to be Captain Oldiield 
any day now. 








2 Film Fan Mags Merge 

Macfadden Publications is merging 
two fan mags, Movie Mirror and 
Photoplay, under the title of Movie 
Mirror-Photoplay. Ernest Heyn edits 
the new mag, which sells for 10¢ and 
bears the present format of the 
Mirror. 

Photoplay, a 25-center, was one of 
the oldest film magazines in Holly- 
wood, originally published by James 
Quirk. Its passing means the loss of 
another market for free-lance writers. 





Pic Stuff Back in Sheets 

Newspapers are taking a tip from 
Hollywood and buying features in 
the light vein to offset the tragic 
news on the front pages. 

Sheets which eliminated Hollywood 
| chatter and other flippant tidings to 
| whittle down expenses are restoring 
them to type. 








Nathan Rejoins Mercury 

| George Jean Nathan, who with H 
|L. Mencken was one of the founders 
| of the American Mercury, returns to 
ithe mag with the November issue, 
on the stands around mid-October. 


He'll do a monthly piece on the 
theatre. 
Initial story is an appraisal of 


William Saroyan, 





LITERATI CBITS 

Mrs. Care Lloyd Strobell, 81, au- 
thor, editor and part owner of the 
N. Y. Daily Worker, died Sept. 16 in 
Little Compton, R. I., after an ill- 
ness of two days. 

Matthew White, Jr., 83, former edi- 
tor of Munsey’s and the Argosy mag- 
azines, died of bronchial pneumonia, 
Sept. 17, at his home in Westport, 
Conn, 

Capt. Edward B. Hinckley, 33, for 
the past 12 years an editorial writer 
for the Philadelphia Evening Bul- 
letin, died of a heart attack Sept. 17 
in that city. 

Ruth E. Jones, 31, society editor 
of the Washington (D. C.) Times- 
Herald, died Sept. 17 in Cleveland. 

Jose Campos, ex-editor of the 
Spanish-language Internacional of 
El Paso, Texas, and one-time editor 
of the Mexico City Excelsior, died in 
Mexico City, Sept. 20. 

H. A. ‘Bert’ Stein, 61, news editol 
of the Vancouver Sun, Vancouver, 
B. C., died in Vancouver Sept. 18 
after a short illness. He had been 
a member of the Sun staff for 25 
years, serving at one time as man- 
aging editor. 








CHATTER 

James Thurber started a 
weekly rambling column in PM yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 

W. R. Burnett's ‘The Quick Brown 
Fox,’ a tome of the midwest, is 
ready for the printers. 

Calvin D. ‘Peg’ Mansfield, Atlantic 
City, Evening Union reporter, elected 
president of the A, C. Press Club. 

North American Fashion Features, 
Inc., chartered to conduct a busi- 
ness in fashion magazines, etc., in 
New York, 

John Truesdell is writing Holly- 
wood fluff for Esquire Feature Syn- 
dicate in addition to his chore as 
correspondent for the Columbus Dis- 
patch. 

Cecelia Ager went on to the Coast 
to visit her mother, following ‘The 
Westerner’ preem in Texas, returning 
to her PM chores Monday morniag 
after two days in Hollywood. 

Daisy Hendley Gold, wife of Joh« 
D. Gold, editor of the Wiisu: 
‘N. C.) Daily Times, has completed 
a novel ‘It Was Forever,’ to be 
brought out in December by a Phila- 


twicé 








| delphia publishing house. 
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Broadway 


Hughie McAuley back in Lyceum 


boxoffice. 
; ty for Bette Davis to- 
Cocktail party 


circuit in executive capacities, more 
recently in politics, is returning to 
the film field. He was in sales and 
accounting. 

Bob Christenberry (Hotel Astor) 
to Miami for a spell, while Miami 
hotelier, Oscar T. Johnson of the 


year term; 15 directors also re-elect- 
ed for three-year terms. 

| William Morris, Jr., of the William 
‘Morris Agency, New York, stayed 
round for first few days of ‘St. Louis 
Cavalcade’ run in the Municipal Au- 
ditorium. Agency produced the show. 


Paris 





Frankfort Opera going to Paris 
and Bordeaux. 


New decree forbids rise in prices 


Madrid 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 





John S. Royal, NBC head, in from 
Lisbon. 


Hollywood Beach hotel (Fla), is in|; : Orphans and patients from the J del Rio, father of thesp Juli 
ay by WB. town on business, st ; ric, | 2 non-occupied France. : : ‘ A R. ose del Rio, father of thesp Julio 
d Atwell ill afier extraction of ieaiverty’s hadieles: Opping at Chris Amateur soccer football leagues in Shriners’ and Veterans’ hospitals | ge} Rio, is dead. 


ted tooth. i 
4 tae pottort, sepeene, singing her 
h a West Indies cruise. 
way t Hope may do a filmusical for 
m Goldwyn in the near future. 
Dante the magician on WHN at 
one a.m. Saturday (21) for stunt pro- 


6 ; k at Jewish 
.e Ferguson back @ ewis 
iguairies! Guild office after attack of 
oo* Royle and Earl Larrimore 
have moved into new apartment on 
West 55th. ~ 
Bob Musel and George Ross, N.Y. 
World-Telly scriveners, collaborating 
on a play. 
Barbara 
War heroine, 


boards. 

n Healy presents Helen Kane 
at his new Club Encore, East 53d 
street, Thursday (26). 

Austin Keough taking a little time 
working on the 


Frietchie, kin of the Civil 
newcomer to the legit 


France being reorganized. 


Primary schools reopened in 
France Sept. 2. Secondary schools 
reopened on 15th. } 

French tenor Leon Escalais, 81, | 
well known in the United States, 
died at Carcassone. 

Vichy government voted 50,000,009 
francs ($1,000,000) to clean up debris 
caused by bombing. 

Famous French boys choir, Petits | 
Chanteurs de la Croix de Bois, back | 

! 





Chicago 


_ William Morris in town for general 
situation 0.0. 

Fred Spooner in as special rep for 
‘Male Animal.’ 

Herman Wobber and Moe Levy in 
for Kent sales drive confabs. 
_ Ada Leonard’s mother and brother 
injured in Ohio auto accident. 

Charles Freeman has option on | 
proposed dramatization by Arch 
Oboler of ‘Mr. Sycamore’ novelette. 

Col. Yaschenko moving his Yar 
cafe to the Lake Shore Drive hotel, 
with George Scherban gypsy ensem- 
ble in to handle the musicales. 

Flock of film men in town during 
the week included William Scully, 
Bob Taplinger, George Schaefer, 
Mort Blumenstock and Ben Kalmen- 








| 


on the road singing at benefits. 


Sending of packages to French 
prisoners in occupied France via 
Switzerland has been discontinued. 

Maurice Chevalier daily cycles 
from La Bocca to Cannes with acting 
colleagues Joe Bridge and Felix 
Paquet. 

All French people being asked to | 
transform flower gardens into vege- | 





were cuffo guests at concert of the 
U. S. Marine band, sponsored by the 
Marine Navy Post, American Legion, 
at the Arena last week. 
Twenty-four members of the sing- 
ing chorus of the St. Louis Grand 
Opera Assn. will appear during 
grand opera season in Havana that 
starts Saturday (28). Localites made 
trip to the Coast in a special car. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





M-G girls held steak fry at Lake 
Minnetonka. 


Laurel and Hardy in person under- 
lined for Orpheum, 


National Screen moving all depart- 
ments under one roof. 

Julius Volk, independent exhibitor, 
seriously ill at Glen Lake sanatorium. 


Matilde Esterg, 84, mother of actor 
Gaspar Campos, is dead. 

Imperio Argentina and 
Rivelles off to Italy to do pic. 

Portuguese foxtrot, ‘Tiruliruro,’ is 
most popular dance in Madrid. 


Film actor Julian Yepes Perez 
married to Josefa Rubi» Moron. 

Santiago Aguilar writing a biog of 
French actress Danielle Darrieux 
for film production. 

Documentary pic, ‘Gloria del Mon- 
cayo,’ on Andalusia’s natural beau- 
ties, will start shortly. 

Spanish pict importer Alejandro 
Mollinedo back from Lisbon, where 
he’d been seeking American picts. 

Madrid Symphonic Orchestra tour- 
ing Spain, giving benefit perform- 
ances, with returns going to poor 
people’s fund. 

‘Cosa Rara’ (‘Rare Thing’), opera 
composed by Solder, Mozart con- 


Rafael 


r loss of slee ‘ table patches to increase food pro- temporary, will be given at Teatro 
pondanr decree for tenn -§ a Bienk and his wife received 5 ser Ang ; P Bill School, RKO exploiteer, plan- | Liceo, Barcelona, next season. 
Georgie Tapps got his release from! gooq_ of telegrams "ak bene ae All shows, galas, festivals and | ning to stage “Topsy and Eva’ for Pie actress Trasilia Criado on road 


the William Morris agency and is 
now being handled independently. 
Vera Murray, secretary of the late 
C. B. Dillingham, recoverying from 
appectomody at Polyclinic hospital. 
Dick Halliday, Paramount's Coast 
sto editor, who registered last 
week, expected to enter the agency 


1Z, 

Gene Autry will be a feature 6f 
the Rodeo which tenants Madison 
Square Garden Oct, 7 to 27, inclu- 
sive. 

Serious operation to George D. 
Lottman’s father brought the p.a. 
flying into town from his Miami re- 
treat. ’ ’ 

Peggy Hopkins Joyce doing some 
recordings of a possible radio pro- 
gram. Jack Eigen of WMCA her 
abettor. 

Ella Shields, who hurt her head in 
a taxi, due back in Jimmie Dwyer’s 
Sawdust Trail after two weeks medi- 
cal care. : 

Joe Moss unveiling a more inti- 
mate nitery, the airway Yacht 
Club, foot of East 52d street, early in 
October. 

All the town-turned out for Sher- 
man Billingsley’s cocktailery Sunday 
afternoon at the Stork in honor of | 
Al Jolson. 

Andy Smith returned Monday (23) | 


flowers on their 35th wedding anni- 
ae while stopping off here last 
week. 


manifestations for charity purposes | 
banned for time being in non-occu- | 
pied France. 


Crooner Jacques Pills, a prisoner, | 
released by Germans upon request | 
of wife, Lucienne Boyer, whose sing- 
ing Germans like very much. 

New decree permits use of radio | 
sets in pubiic in non-occupied 








Airlines 


Continued from page 2 














charity. 


Minneapolis Symphony orchestra 
season advance sale off to its best 
start in years. 

Freddie Horn, formerly with Co- 
lumbia in Omaha, added to RKO 
sales staff here. 

St. Paul Orpheum had Ted Lewis— 
one of few bigtime shows to play 


who is pretty good with a rifle, miss 
his shot,” Ross said. 
The shoot took place at Lander, 
Wyoming. 
Bells 
Anne (‘Windy Poplars’) Shirley 
flew in on the sTWAtoliner early 
last week for a one-day stayy Her 


Fraser, was wedding Bennett Cerf 
under the official reading of Mayor 
LaGuardia, and Anne hopped 3,000 
miles for the event. It was the 


later married Luther Adler. 

A. A. Schubart of RKO scooted out 
of town, the 16th, to Chicago on the 
TWA super-duper ship, and James 
(‘Bye, Mr. C.’) Hilton went out to the 





‘oldest and closest friend,’ Phyllis | 


France. All radio sets in cafes, res- 
taurants and cars banned on June 24. 


Shortage of paver in France forced 
government to fine anyone throwing 
away paper in garbage can. Must 
be put in special container for col- 
lection. 

With oil and gas scarce, Monsignor 
D’Elay, Bishop of Marseilles, has au- 
thorized churches in his parish to 
use electricity for sanctuary lamps 
instead of oil. 


Roland Toutain, the French film 





months for article, ‘Le Droit de 
Vivre’ (‘The Right to Live’), written 
by Bernard Lecache. 


in Marseilles from 


| LTouis Jouvet 


star, was killed in Belgium on May | 
Random House publisher’s second|19 when German shell exploded, 
marriage, the first having busted | killing him and two companions, it’s 
when Sylvia Sidney cut loose and | just been learned. 

| Weekly sheet, Marianne, with left- 
| ist tendencies, suspended for three 


there in several years—for four days 
following week here. 


Duke Ellington band engaged for 


|grand opening of new Coffman Me- 


morial Union building on University 
of Minnesota campus. 

Alvin theatre, striving to be dif- 
ferent with road musical shows and 
‘films, has doorwoman instead of 
|doorman to handle auto traffic. 


Total of theatre presidential poll 





| taken by Merle Potter for his Times- 


Tribune here and throughout terri- 
tory shows Roosevelt leading Willkie. 


| Eddie Ruben winner of Twin City 
|Variety club golf tournament and 
will represent club at national con- 
}vention tournament in Atlantic City 
|next year. 


| 


| Old Log theatre (strawhatter) at 


| 


Lake Minnetonka offered comedy, | 


| “Hot Oil and Henna,’ by Addison 
| Lewis, local advertising man, for first 


tour in revue entitled ‘Madrugar’ 
(‘Early Rising’), with Jose Bruguera, 
Carman Sanz and Pilar Binert. 

Percy Philip, N. Y. Times corre- 
snondent in Paris for years, in from 
Vichy. Also in town, Max Schoop, 
former president of the American 
Club in Paris. 

About 50% of Madrid’s taxis with- 
drawn from service. 
license plates with even numbers 
may do biz on days bearing even 
numbers, and vice versa. 

Italo-Spanish pic, ‘Sin Noveda en 
el Aleazar’ (‘No News from the Al- 
cazar’), with French actress Mireille 
Balin and Italian screenster Maria 
Denis, to be released in Madrid next 
month. 

Marie Fernanda Ladron, actress of 
silent Spanish pics, making legit 
comeback. Will appear at Calderon 
theatre in comedy by Torrado, ‘La 
Madre Guapa’ (‘The Attractive 
Mother’). 

Pepe Agueras just completed three 
documentary pics, ‘La Sultana de 
Anaducia,’ ‘Los Farols’ and ‘Tore- 
rors Cordobeses. Now preparing 


Taxis bearing 





‘Los Jardines de la Granja’ and ‘La 
| Chiouita Piconera.’ 

RKO announced it will do ‘E] Cru- 
/cero Baleares’ (‘Balearic Cruise’), 
| written by Enrique de] Campo and 


from Toronto after discussing sales | Coast on the same flight. Morris | typo | time on any stage. | Antonio Guzman Merino, with mu- 
matters and checking into RKO ex-/|Helprin was on the plane, L. A.-| tage ie Rag mag meggpce ha anus | J. J. Friedl and Joe Podoloff, Min- | Sical arrangement by Dotras Vila. 


change there. 


| bound. 


| nesota Amus. 


fe “ (Paramount) resi- | Pic will be megged by del Campo. 
Music Hall cocktail party at mid- | —— oo at ne A includes Madeleine | Gent and 20th-Fox branch seenaeer, | Clare Boothe’s ‘Women’ to be 
night Thursday (19), opening day of | Geatner” arcelle Tassencourt and respectively, back from New York, |Staged at Alcazar with Spanish 
‘Ramparts,’ hosted by Roy E. Larsen, | “To town for the preem of ‘Brigham : ettly. ‘where three-year circuit product | adaptation by Samuel Ros. Cast in- 
v.p. of Time. |Young’ at the Roxy came Tyrone; Crooner Charles Trenet, whose | deal was closed. | cludes Maria Paz Molinero, Montser- 
Cresson Smith purchased  an/ Power, Annabella, Louella Parsons | death was reported on several occa- | rat Blanch, Maria Frances, Consuelo 


orange grove near San Bernardino, 
Cal. Says he will build a swimming 
pool on the place. 

Herman Levin-Joseph 
Gilbert & Sullivan Co. giving a press 
preview Saturday (28) night prior 
to Monday’s preem. 

James Roosevelt planed for the 


S. Daltrys | 


and Dean Jagger. On the sked also 
was their work with Kate Smith Fri- 
day night. Jagger arrived by Ameri- 
| can’s Mercury Friday morning, and 
jafter the radio and stage shots he 
galloped to the airport for a 1 a.m. 
‘return to the Coast. This fast jump 





| sions, is in Marseilles getting his 
| voice back into shape. With him 


;are thesps Rene Dary, Max Derval 


|and Milly Mathis. 


, discus throw-r and once French 
| record-holder in both events, was 
| killed on May 19 while leading his 


Jules Noel, French shotputter and 





H’wood Poll 





'_._dh6 Continued from page 3 


tent 
| what is known as consensus. 


Coast Monday (23) night after trip |into town seems to mark Jagger’s 
, = a of his ‘Pastor |turn. Three times in recent years he 

Cuba’s President Batista is look- | has been redhot on Broadway and 
ing to the tourist trade and has ap- ,each time Hollywood drafted him, 
pointed Forrest Johnston to p.a. the | but each time his picture came out 


| group in front lines. Had been on| Then George J. Schaefer, presi- 
every French Olympic team since | dent of RKO, stepped in and hired 
| 1924. | Gallup as a national reporter on 

Eighteen metro (subway) stations | various trends of the film business. 
reopened in Paris. One line from | te wanted to know what the cus- 


tourism commission. | 


Warren O’Hara will be back with 
‘Panama Hattie,” Nat Dorfman agent- 
ing, as with ‘Louisiana Purchase’ and 
‘Du Barry Was a Lady.’ 

Eddie Knight, publicity chief for 
French Line, is leaving his post to 
serve as major in the 71st Infantry, 


only so-so and he returned to Broad- 
| way, only to be called again. In the 
| reels on ‘Brigham’ he apparently has 
| clinched his spot in the kliegs. Al- 
ready at work on another picture. 
| Power and Annabella caught 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ at the 
A 





North Station to be improved while 


j}another is to be extended. Twelve | 


bus lines from Paris to suburbs again 
functioning. Historic Montmartre 
|funiculaire also back on job. 

| At Hyeres are playwright Yves 
Mirande and wife, Simone Berriau. 
| At Lavandou, 


screen actors Pierre. 


tomers thought about stars, featured 
players, directors, stories, titles and 
|} every other note that sounds like 
| money at the gate. RKO is paying 
for the job, so Schafer is keeping the 
returns in strict confidence, for use 
in production and exploitation for 


| Artigas, Paquita Gallego, Poastora 

| Pena and Manolita Rosales. 

| Yankee pic, ‘Marguerite Gauthier® 
(‘Camille’ in the U.S.), with Greta 

|Garbo and Robert Taylor, was voted 

| most popular in contest conducted 


on getting the lowdown on | by Valencia radio station. The Span- 


lish ‘Dolores,’ with Imperio Argen- 
|tina and Antonio Vico, took second, 
| garnering twice as many votes as 
| third choice, ‘La Tonta de Bote,’ with 
Estrellita Castro and Miguel Ligero. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Variety Club will hold its annual 
election of officers Oct. 7. 
Helen Martin and Dave Mercur 


} 


~~ York National Guard. Ivin Tuesday night for the —— ae and wey Ml ig ~ | the benefit of RKO. be b—) it to a preacher on Sun- 
ermann Leopoldi, Viennese song-|time. They saw it in Boston and! n ropez, actor arles Vanel, : 29). ; : 
smith-entertainer, last year at Alt | tinea it. Quizzed about doing the | While Roland Dorgeles and Carlos Wanger Sees for Himself |_ U.S. Navy Band hits Syria Mosque 
Wien, now holding forth at Old Eu-|yamnt role before a camera. Ty said | ®im are at Cassis, near Marseilles. Meanwhile Walter Wanger, who | Friday (27) for afternoon and eve- 
Tope, new upper Broadway cafe. he thought the thing unlikely. ‘~; Germans have taken over Paris | produces a good brand of inde- | nine a iting bark ‘ 
aes — an abe oa the | don’t believe I would fit into the job | @¢luxers Marignan, Radio Cite and | pendent pictures, is touring the lat Yacht ud, ta aaen le ae one 
ries J. Freem 0 a ree- | -of-occ j > = i aki at |‘ 7 
port all ‘alone, yy Baw oy oe w in. |for one thing, and secondly, the pro- | Rex for troops-of-occupation enter-| country on his own, speaking at in East Liberty. 


stalled in Dallas and likes it fine. 
Joseph Pasternak and Henry Kos- 
ter due shortly for opening of Dean- 
na Durbin’s ‘Spring Parade’ at the 
Roxy, following ‘Brigham Young.’ 
Sidney Levy, manager of the Al- 
berta, Meridian, Miss., for the Saen- 
ger circuit, is due in New York the 


ducers think so-called entertaining 
pictures are the best bets right now, 
rather than stark, dramatic things 
like this show.’ 

Louella Parsons said she had plans 
| for a new stage tour with a company 
lof Hollywood girls, beginning about 





j}tainment. ‘Miauette et Sa Mere’ 
(‘Miquette and Her Mother’) is being 
| Shown in Rex since lead, Lilian Har- 
vey, is considered German star. 

| Henri Decoin, released from Army, 
| rejoined wife, Danielle Darrieux, at 
Cannes. Also in Cannes are Michele 
Morgan, Jean Mercanton. Viviane 


| dinners and luncheons of various 
civic, theatrical and industrial clubs 
and learning the facts of b.o. at first 
hand. The idea is that Hollywood 
is so wrapped up in the technique 
|of picture-making that it 
| touch with the farmers, clerks, me- 


has lost | 


Nat Nazarro, Jr. has set Oct. 6 for 
| AGVA’s first annual cabaret dance 
lat Villa Madrid. 
| Songbird Flo Parker and trumpet 
player Bud Hilf have been secretly 
sealed for a year. 

Lang Thompson band reported set 
for reopening of William Penn hotel’s 


; . Romance, Rene De-illers, Steve Pas- | chanics an rekee rh a . 

middle of next month on his first trip | mid-October. She named June| ceur Micheline Presles. Berthe eel ape a storekeepers who pay | Chatterbox late next month. 

east. |Preisser, Binnie Barnes and Mary | Jean Wall and Tristan Bernard. At all. | Judy Starr’s eight-year-old dotter, 
Dick Bard, p.a. of WNEW, N. Y.,| Beth Hughes as among those who nearby Antibes are Mistinguett and These sleuthing endeavors are her ma in miniature, up from Clarks- 


off to Texas to do a picture spread 


| might tour with her. 


meggers Marcel L’Herbier, Leonide 


likely to bring back players whom 


burg, W. Va., for a few days. 


0 ; 3 - ; ; imide . Wii tattees | Mike Shapir amed general chair- 
ee Butt for Pic mag. Pair | Jack Benny and Mary Livingstone Mogny, Marcel Achard, Marc Alle- Hollywood has spurned because of m.. ee wo ant Doan i 
habitat pics in Butt’s natural | ..me in from Chicago on TWA’s| &ret and playwright Lo. Salacrou.'a lack of vision into the great open : 


: Harold Conrad. of Brooklyn Eagle 
Sports department, also doing Broad- 


|liner and made reservations to return 
lon the same trail Sunday. Arrivals 


At Nice are megger Marcel Carne, 
Claude Andre Puget and novelist 


The 
rors of judgment have been rectified 


spaces beyond the Sierras. er- 


AMPTO of West. Pa. next month. 
George Tyson back to Harris cire- 


cuit as advertising chief after run- 


, . Francis Carco. ee : sf Oe teper oe eee 

way column under title of ‘Gotham |on the stratoliner last Wednesday in- | a" seiniaal by the return of Katharine Hep- ning Atlantic City beauty pageant. 

Hy a Vine,’ formerly conducted by | cluded Mrs. William Wyler (Marga- burn and Betty Grable, largely| Vernon F. Scott, circuit operator, 
y Gardner. | x a a 


coming out of a bad siege of pneu- 
monia at Lee Hospital in Johnstown. 


through public acclaim in the east. 


ret Tallichet), wife of the ee | ) . 
| | Miss Hepburn was once charged with 


Ti / 
imothy Kearse, who played role lsince returned to the Coast, and 


of Nora, the maid. 


St. Louis 





— Soe ; Semi ; : ey | Jimmy Tctman new vrexy of War- 
Father,’ ‘is in Satibes bade ee | Perry Hornblow, son of Arthur | By Sam X. Hurst waitedate ie DOUINEDER, a. her | ner Club here and to New York over 
cuping from an appendectomy. |Hornblow. Karen Morley, of Co-, es ees was so high- | weekend for meeting of club heads. 
She'll return to cast shortly. ‘\lumbia Pix, and Jim McGowan, of| variety Club cooking up plans for , POWered a tonic to the stage that| Herman Wobber, Bill Sussman, M. 

One of the main squawks of the | Metro, stratolined in last Friday. 'a midnight charity show. | she was fetched back to the films to| A, Levy and Edgar Moss in for sales 


'invigorate the fading gate receipts. 
Miss Grable was given the Holly- 
| wood runaround until she clicked on 
| Broadway, and now she is the fair- 


Eddie Jaffe returning to New York 
é A. brought back | after launching publicity campaign 
ba ete ar of RKO’s new | for Garrick, burlesk house here. 
‘No, No Nanette” with Anna Neagle,|, Crystal Terrace, floor show room 
0, ’ vit 2 agie, 


No. No Pep talk at 20th exchange over weck- 
end. 


Harry Kalmine 


7 {iM staff, especially the male end, is 

gril there’s not one good bar and 

ofc in the vicinity of the editorial | 
ice, located in Brooklyn. 


gifted Mickey 


|Rooney with wrist watch for break- 








ilian Bond, , in the Park Plaza hotel, reopened for . “il jing house record at Stanley last 
e Westerner’ seman we uetne peed | when he returned from a hop to th€ ceason after extensive facelifting oe a 30th: ed bef the | Week. 
came on to New York for a possible | west. A faithful duplicate of a strat-| Roy Kaiser, 24, Belleville, Ill, was |, S¥ivia Sidney is back before the |  po:t-Gazette has taken Ed Sulli- 
roadway play, rather than seo to Oliner has been built in the studio, ' killed when his auto overturned in a lenses after departing Hollywood van’s Broadway column from Press. 
Hollywood with the Coast contingent. | and one of the important scenes in midge race at Paris, Ill. fairgrounds | ‘forever,’ and Esther Ralston has re- | Morning sheet also carries Leonard 
. Joe Nolan, who has bought a farm the film has its setting in the plane. | last week. | turned after catching the eyes of the | Lyons. 
7 Connecticut, was guest of honor Boe “a LaGuardia Field out-|_ Civic Theatre, of which Gordon | critics in eastern strawhats. There| Fred Burleigh, Playhouse director, 
at a golf match Thursday (19) at the on ce 2 ee he plane Carter is prez and director, finished | may be a reunion of bygone film in a Bath, Me., hospital recovering 
Apawamis club given by P door shots were made of the plane | it.’ strawhat season in St. Louis) ¢avorites in thi mn if the folks out |ffom an emergency appendectomy. 
von and other RKO directors, plus |t@xiing and taking off, and_back-' county in the black. in the aticke here then ae Tees (Doubtful if he'll be well enough, 
executives, errarG, ‘paae ground shots of the Aviation Terrace | Former Mayor Henry W. Kiel re- |" the sticks have their say. They |p oywever, to stage Playhouse’s first 
a im Boyle, formerly with Par-|restaurant with diners overlooking elected prez of Municipal Theatre | know what they like, and they pay | show next month and Board Is seek- 
> mount, Universal and the Griffith the field. \Assn. for his 2ist consecutive one-! for it. ‘ing a temnorarv sub far him 
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OBITUARIES 


GROVER JONES 
Grover Jones, 52, veteran film 
writer, died yesterday (Tuesday) in 
Los Angeles, following a kidney op- 
eration. 
Details in the film section. 





HARRY W. HOEHLE 


Harry W. Hoehle, 58, director of 
the concert unit of the Federal Sym- 
phony Orchestra, Pittsburgh, and a 
well-known theatre musician in that 
city since shortly after the turn of 
the century, died at the West Penn 
hospital there last week following a} 
brief illness. Hoehle had been a 
member of the Pittsburgh Musical 
Society for 37 years and appeared 
in the Pittsburgh Symphony under 
the baton of Victor Herbert. 

When Elias Breeskin left Pitts- 
burgh some years ago, Hoehle was 
named director of the house band 
at Loew’s-UA Penn in Pittsburgh, 
but even before that had batoned 
theatre outfits at Davis, Pitt and the 
Million Dollar Grand. Since 1937 he 
had been with the Federal Sym- 
phony. Last winter, during the pres- 
entation of Musical Americana over 
KDKA, Hoehle was a feature violin- 
ist and near the end of the series 
was assistant concert master to Ray- 
mond Paige. 

Besides his widow, Hoehle leaves 
one son, 





HENRY LAVEDAN 
Henry Lavedan, 81, playwright, 
boulevardier and oldest member of 
the French Academy, died sometime 
in August, it became known in 
Vichy, France, on Sept. 20. His 





I miss you so! 
' Regina 


HERB CRUIKSHANK 


Sept. 27th, 1939 





| 


| Healey, 


;he was in the show and circus busi- 


ness, having traveled for years as 
a spotter with the 101 Ranch. 
Healey’s acquaintance with the 
late William J. Burns brought him 
into the latter’s organization, where, 
during his 20 years service, he was 
connected with several nationally fa- 
mous criminal investigations. About 


|four years ago he left the Burns 
Agency to become chief of the police 
‘squad for the Ringling circus. He | 
‘suffered a stroke a week after join- 
|ing the show. 


He was a brother of the late Ed 
of Healey and_ Cross, 
vauders. 





MARIE HARTMAN 

Marie Hartman, 49, veteran vaude 
comedienne, died of a heart ailment 
in Bellevue hospital, N. Y., Sept. 24. 

She teamed with Raymond Wylie 
some 20 years ago in a singing and 
dancing act and later was part of a 
similar act known as Gardner and 
Hartman. With the decline of 
vaudeville Miss Hartman toured 
with Billy Hibbett. 

She married Billy Symthe, had 
one daughter and was later divorced. 
Smythe re-wed. Daughter survives. 
Funeral services will be held under 
auspices of the NVA, of which she 
was a member, and burial will take 
place in Kensico cemetery, N. Y. 





JESSICA REED 
Jessica Reed, 43, once highest paid 
showgirl with the ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ 
died in Osteopathic hospital, Chicago, 
of bronchial pneumonia on Sept. 18. 


Married four times, twice to mil- |. 


lionaires, she died in poverty, hav- 


jing been reduced in her last years 
|to hostessing in Chi nite clubs. 
“HERBIE” darling, 


| vives, 


Burial in Chicago. Daughter sur- 


Further details in legit section. 





DENTON VANE 
Denton Vane, 50, who once ap- 


| peared in legit and acted in pictures 
| during the silent days, was fatally 
| stricken with a heart attack Sept. 17 
| while walking in Union Hill, N. J. 


A member of the Lambs and the 


pithy writings durtng the World War | NVA, Vane is survived by his sister, 


. . | 
were a moving record of a changing | 


era. 
Born in Orleans, he wrote a num- 
ber of plays, five of which were pro- 


Mrs. Elizabeth Lowe of Brooklyn. 





CHARLEY STRAIGHT 
Charley Straight, 49, vaude per- 


duced in America by Otis Skinner.|former and orchestra leader, was 


Lavedan scored his first success in| struck and killed by an automobile | nated by Germany, will now allow 


the theatre with a brace of short} in Chicago Sept. 22. 
comedies produced at the Theatre | 


Libre, Paris. 


A veteran entertainer, his band 


Later he contrived a/| was featured at Chicago’s Century of 


full-length drama, ‘Une Famille,’ pre- | Progress Exposition in 1933-34. 


sented at the Comedie Francaise in| 
Other of his works included | 


* 1891. 


‘Le Bon Temps,’ ‘Le Duel,’ ‘Sire,’ Le | 


Gout du Vice’ and ‘Service.’ 
these that Skinner produced. 


The dramatist was credited with | 


improving the goodwill between the | Chaney in the days of silent pictures. 
United States and France in the| 


final years of the World War and the 
years of reconstruction. 





EDWARD H. BOSTOCK 
Edward H. Bostock, 81, 
owner of Bostock’s Traveling Cir- 
cus, founded in 1805 by his grand- 
uncle, ‘The Great Wombell,’ died 
Sept. 18 in Glasgow, Scotland. 
Dubbed the ‘Barnum of Britain,’ 


Bostock operated circus and wild| 


animal shows for more than 50 years. 
With his headquarters in Glasgow, 
he was noted for developing boxing 
kangaroos and wrestling lions as 
boxoffice attractions. He was par- 
ticularly fond of elephants. 

Bostock withdrew from the saw- 
dust and spangles some nine years 
ago when he disposed of most of his 
animals to the London Zoological 
Society. He was also instrumental 
in founding the Glasgow Zoo in as- 
sociation with the late Tom Barras- 
ford. 

Two nephews, Claude and Gordon 
Bostock, former RKO agents, sur- 
vive. 





JOSEPH DAILEY 

Joseph Dailey, 78, retired actor 
who appeared in such Broadway 
plays as ‘Ned McCob’s Daughter’ and 
‘The Poor Nut,’ died Sept. 23 at the 
Actors’ Fund Home in Englewood, 
W. J., where he had long resided. 

He made his debut in 1883 as a 
gong and dance man. Later, he acted 
in stock at the old American thea- 
tre, N. Y. Funeral services will be 
held tomorrow (Thursday) at the 
Walter B. Cooke Funeral Home on 
W. 72d street, N. Y., under auspices 
of the Fund. 





FRED J. (BUCK) HEALEY 
Fred J. (Buck) Healey, 50, former 
head of the Buffalo office of the 
Burns Detective Agency, was killed 
in an automobile accident at Ni- 
agara Falls last week. Up to 1918 


| 


retired | 





JOHN BARCLAY 
John Barclay, 57, playwright and 


It was | scenarist, died Sept. 22 in Los An- 


geles. 
He wrote many scripts for Lon 





Ruth Miller, 48, 
Francisco press department, was 
found dead Sept. 16 in her apart- 
|}ment, apparently victim of heart at- 
tack brought on by overdose of 
sleeping powders. 





Richard Minton, 20, son of Ralph 
C. Minton, Fort Wayne, Ind., an- 
nouncer (broadcasts as Ralph Knox), 
died Sept. 14 after an automobile 
mishap. 





Frank Raymond Reckard, 48, pro- 
jectionist in Atlantic City, died 
Wednesday (18) at the Atlantic City 
hospital following an illness of two 
weeks. 








|producer in Hollywood, died Sept. 
16 in Pasco, Wash. 





Jack Adair, 46, bit player in pic- 
tures, died Sept. 22 in Hollywood. 





Oldtimers’ Click 


Continued from page 1 








cycle by starring in a Broadway 
show. George Jessel is also talking 
a stage musical. 

Al Jolson’s sensational click in his 
own Broadway musical may land 
him back on the air under the insig- 
nia of his last sponsor, Lifebuoy 
(Lever Bros.). Jolson is reported 
to have held conversations on the 
subject ““with the William Esty 
agency, which now has the Life- 
buoy account. Jolson’s support in 
such a series would be Martha Raye 
and Bert Gordon. 

In his previous alignment with the 
soap Jolson had Miss Raye and 
Parkyakarkas. Life Buoy is cur- 
rently underwriting the ‘Meet Mr. 
Meek’ serial on CBS Wednesday 





nights. 


of NBC's San | 


‘FINE MRS. WILNER 
~ $1,000 ON US, TAX RAP 


Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 

Mrs. Stella Wilner, wife of Max 
|Wilner, ex-operator of a _ burley 
| wheel, was fined $1,000 and costs by 
Federal Judge Guy L. Bard here last 
| Thurs. (19) on charges of failing to 
~— social security and amusement 
|taxes to the government while oper- 
ating the Shubert. 

The house was shuttered two years 
ago in a raid by the U.S. Marshal. 
Mrs. Wilner was specifically accused 
of holding out $2,000 in social secur- 
ity taxes and $3,198 in amusement 
levies. Thomas J. Curtin, Assistant 
U.S. Attorney, recommended that 
Mrs. Wilner be granted leniency be- 
cause she had used the money to pay 
salaries to try to keep the house 
running. 

The court ordered that a judgment 
for the back taxes plus interest, 
amounting to $9,500, be placed 
against Mrs. Wilner to be made col- 
lectable when and if she ever gets 
some assets. Thomas German, man- 
ager of the Shubert, was exonerated 
by the court. 


Rudnick Brings Burley 
Back to Bridgeport 


Bridgeport, Sept. 24. 
Max Rudnick returns burlesque to 
the Lyric, rented from Loew’s-Poli, 
with Ann Corio starting Saturday 
(28). Policy’s two-a-day, with vaude 
Sundays. 
Ed Madden manages house and 
Charlie Ferron batons in the pit. 


U.S. Radio-Reich 


Continued from page 1 


economical to give up all Nazi con- 
nections. In Great Britain, despite 
censorship, considerable latitude is 
allowed American press and radio 
representatives. 

From the broadcasting angle the 
Nazis are now in a position where 
they control or influence nine-tenths 


| 


























of all Europe. The ban against 
| listening to shortwave broadcasts has 
|been extended to include all occu- 
pied territories. There is no such 
thing ny longer as an independent 
or neutral radio on the European 
continent. No country on the con- 
| tinent, even those not directly domi- 





| its facilities to be used for the broad- 
|casting of anything that might meet 
with Nazi frowns. This situation 
presents an impossible problem for 
the American networks, which do 
not wish to be spoon-fed by Nazi 
agents with propaganda. 


MARRIAGES 


Betty Carr to Lawrence Ford, in 
War, W. Va., Sept. 21. He’s on the 
WKRC sales promotion staff, Cin- 
| cinnati. 

Mildred Bole to Lyman Potts, in | 
Saskatoon, Sask., Oct. 3. He’s pro- 
duction manager of CKCK, Regina, 
Sask. 

Madeleine S. Frick to Fred J. 








Uttal, in New York, Sept. 20. Bride 
is a former beauty contest winner; 
he’s a radio announcer and script | 
writer. 

Katherine Kelsey Hodges to Fred- 
erick Clayton Johnstone, Sept. 18, in 
Lynchburg, Va. Groom is with 
WSLS, Roanoke, Va. 

Mary Holoyad to Roger M. Ken- 
nedy, in Detroit, Sept. 14. He is in- 








ternational v.p. of IATSE; bride is | 
|formerly of the Detroit office of | 


Mother, 70, of Bob Redd, NBC! IATSE. 


Inez Fiechter to Armand Cardea, | 
jin Brooklyn, Sept. 22. He’s in Para- 


mount’s foreign publicity depart- 
ment. 
Eleanora Needles to George 


| Reeves, Sept. 22, in Pasadena, Cal. 
Both are picture players; bride is 
granddaughter of John Robinson, 
circus owner, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Clark Brown, daugh- 
ter, in New York Sept. 19. Father 
heads Paramount home office tax 
department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Peterson, son, 
in Chicago, Sept. 16. Father is dra- 
matic radio performer; mother is 
former Norma Ransom, ether actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Laux, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 16. Father’s man- 
0 of WB Cameraphone theatre, 

itt. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Tryler, 
daughter, Los Angeles, Sept. 19. 
Father is stage and screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Shipp, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Sept. 20. 
Father is in Warners publicity de- 











partment. 


cs 





Spain’s Pix 








sumption had been supplied by the 
Yanks. 

The real goal, however, is South 
and Central America. With more 
than 85,000,000 Spanish - speaking 
people in Latin America (excluding 
Brazil, which is Portuguese-speak- 
ing) and elsewhere in the world, ex- 
cluding Spain and her colonies, 
Spanish producers look to the out- 
side world to amortize its industry. 
By virtue of common language and 
customs, Spain feels that it has a 
good chance to at least compete on 
even terms with Hollywood. 

Accustomed to H’wood Pix 

Latin America has become accus- 
tomed to the Hollywood product and 
as such has become exigent and will 
demand a highgrade type of film. 
Spain fully realizes that the film 
markets of Spanish-speaking coun- 
tries will not fall like ripe plums, 
but must be fought over by pre- 


Continued from page 1 


Market Yen 





from Hollywood, but a Study of 
Spanish pic history will show that 
relatively important gains have bee 
made. The year 1934 marks the be. 
ginning of Spain’s film era when, 
for the first time in its history, 
number of productions were Pro 
duced on Spanish territory, Two 
rated: more than passing interest, 
They were ‘Susana Tiene Un §¢. 
creto’ (‘Susana Has a Secret’) and 
‘La Traviesa Molinera’ (‘The Miller's 
Frolic’). Production showed a Slight 
increase until the outbreak of the 
Civil War in July, 1936, which saw a 
complete breakdown of local pro- 
duction. All the studios were in the 
hands of the Madrid government for 
almost the entire duration of the 
conflict. Fortunately for most of the 
actors, they picked the ‘right,’ or 
winning, side and when war was 
over were permitted to continue 





with their profession while others, 








Spain Vs. Hollywoodism 





Madrid, Sept. 10, 


Spain is politically and idealogically hostile to Hollywood, which 


it accuses of being too radical. 


It raises much the same objections 


to America’s film capital as do Italy and Germany. This, it is added, 
was best reflected by the moral and* material aid given by Holly. 
wood’s figures to ‘Red’ Spain during the Civil War. 

Many of Hollywood's actors are on the black list here because of 
that aid and although their pix may be exhibited here, their nameg 
cannot be given any publicity either in film ads or in magazine articles, 
The tabooed include Doug Fairbanks, Jr., Joan Crawford, Franchot 
Tone, Paul Muni, James Cagney. Charles Chaplin, Francis Lederer, 
Mary Pickford, Sylvia Sydney, George Raft, Robert Montgomery and 


others. 


Many of them have publicly denied having had any associa- 


tion with the Madrid crowd, but the present government here is 
adamant on this point and until now has not altered its decision. 





orem 


neater eet ne tac mera 





senting a product superior or at least | including beauteous Maria del Car- 


equal to that turned out by Holly- 
wood, Once they have a product 
which has attained the Yank stand- 
ard, Spanish businessmen are ‘sure’ 
they will be able to oust Holly- 
wood’s representatives from South 
America. They believe that South 
America is right down their back 
alley since the Yanks fail to under- 
stand Latin American psychology— 
main reason they reason for their 
failure ‘to make more headway in 
the political and business field’ there. 

Already plans have been made for 
the production of between 50 and 60 
pictures for the coming season. Al- 
though there is nothing in Spain’s 
film tradition to warrant this huge 
leap, men in the trade here are con- 
fident that the end of 1941 will see 
their present production estimates 
realized. 

According to the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Commerce’s review, In- 
formacion Comercial Espanola, 
Spain considers herself naturally 
fitted to become one of the great 
picture nations since, it adds, she 
possesses the qualities which made 
the U.S. a leader in this industry. 

The article says ‘* * * the 
younger countries appear to be the 


| most capable and best fitted as cin- 


ema producers * * * and * * ®@ 
the best cinema productions emanate 
from such authentic young countries 
as the United States, Germany and 
Italy, creators of a cinematographi- 
cal style bearing.the highest artistic 
and human and even commercial 
vaiues.” The review completely ig- 
nores France and Great Britain's 
contributions in this field, even 
though they followed the United 
States in film importance. 
Difficult Road to Trod 

Spain’s pic industry has had a dif- 
ficult road to trod during the past 
six years. Since its Civil War, how- 
ever, relatively important strides 
have been made. Several new stu- 


dios have been constructed and fitted | 
with all the latest improvements, and | 


a number of qualified technicians, 
many of whom have received their 
schooling abroad, are in charge. All 
the studios in Spain are privately 
owned. There is no government set- 
up here as at the Cinecitta Studios 
in Rome. 

Today, in Spain, there are 10 stu- 

dios and five dubbing establishments. 
There are 23 established producers 
and about a score of topflight meg- 
gers. Largest producer is Cifesa, 
directed by Manuel Casanova, and 
like Ulargui, second largest produ- 
cer, the great bulk of its films have 
been produced in Italian studios. 
The latter has a close working ar- 
rangement with the Italian producer, 
Bassoli. 
Five of Spain’s studios are located 
in Barcelona, four in Madrid and one 
in Aranjuez. Three of its five dub- 
bing plants are in Madrid and the 
remaining two in Barcelona. Bar- 
celona outranks Madrid in film im- 
portance. 

All this, of course, is a far cry 








men, were banned from the industry 
since they had associated themselves 
with the so-called ‘Red’ government. 
The only films produced during the 
struggle were turned out in Italian 
and German studios. In the 15 
months between the fall of Madrid 
on March 28, 1939, and the end of 
the last pic season in June, Spain 
produced 24 long-footage features, 
three of which have not yet been 
released, as well as numerous docu- 
mentary and propaganda picts. An 
almost equal number were produced 


|in Berlin and Rome studios during 


the same period with Italo-Spanish 
and German-Spanish capital and 
with Spanish actors and technicians. 


O. & J.’s Party 


ae Continued from page 2 


erator boxes, all empty. There 
were insects and animals, from live 
lice, goats, sheep, skunks and pigs, 
the practical ones going to Chic 
Johnson's farm. There was a trick 
cash register that cost real coin. 

Also at least three of Chic Sales’ 
‘specialist’ products. One was all 
dolled up and painted: ‘Chi and Oley 
pick your holey.’ One of the big- 
gest laughs came when an immense 
hamper of reses was placed on the 
stage, the ‘gift’ of Bob Christenberry 
of the Astor hotel. Just as the flash- 
light boys got ready to shoot, out 
popped Broadway Rose, a character, 
who kissed Olsen. She got five 
bucks, it being the second time she 
ever got past a stage doorman, Mil- 
ton Berle having her in the Friars 
Frolic at the same house last win- 
ter, 

A 60-piece band from Danbury 
clogged up Broadway for a time and 
marched down the aisle, musicians 
rules or not. Band came with the 
mayor of the town, who presented 
O & J. with a couple of 10-gallon 
hats. 

Then, what started like an orderly 
stunt was the appearance of the St. 
Malachy’s robed choir, which sang 
‘Happy Birthday To You.’ It was 
rather inspiring until the kids pulled 
guns from their cassocks and started 
shooting blanks—like the comics 40 
so frequently during ‘Hellz.’ 

There were mammoth cakes and 
all manner of gadgets. Four of the 
visiting mayors warbled ‘Sweet Ade- 
line’ and it was approaching daw? 
when the party broke up. It was 
a press stunt, practically, but there § 
never been anything like it. 














Warner, A. C., Dark Again 


Atlantic City, Sept. 24. 

Warner theatre, handsomely aP- 
pointed boardwalk house, 4,500- 
seater, closed recently after sum- 
mer season. Frank Zehringer, wh? 
was manager, is now in charge of 
the Stanley, WB’s house further uP 
the walk. Lawrence J. Peterson, 
who managed the Stanley, now 
directing the Princess, Camden. 
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~ know about the arch-enemy of civili- 
W zation. Thus, I think the industry Football 
should pick itself up and start mak- 
we: Entertainment Plus and by do- 
ng so get itse i oa 
Frisco AGVA’s Denial the country, commanding a salary Soe for ste sie aaa ° . 
San Francisco, | @nd @ record of success that keeps | Entertainment season By Dick Fishell 
of ditor, VARIETY: him in that class, Furthermore, Conrad McLarnan (WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 
at 4 the Sept. 18 issue, you have a — owner of the Meadow- . _ a te 
en a letter signed by Clar-/| brook, states that in his opinion, dur- ° Ohio State—Pittsburgh ly pointing their way to the top of 
me eer pivers, a performer in Ripley's ing Calloway’s engagement, the fall- Dexter Fellows’ Widow One of the major conflicts of the - Barrens They are well eating at 
in, Believe It Or Not Odditorium. In| ing down of business is attributed S es Rin li f 15G day will find the vaunted Buckeyes | all positions, but none of their boys 
= this letter, Mr. Rivers made certain to the abnormally unseasonable u sing for visiting the Panthers of Pittsburgh | has the individual talent of Michi- 
» charges concerning the activities of weather, He was so satisfied with Signe Fellows, widow of Dexter | ina battle that might upset all Ohio’s | gan’s Tom Harmon. Harmon is the 
7 AGVA at the Golden Gate Interna- the services of Cab Calloway and|W. Fellows, filed a N.Y. federal| ambitions for national recognition. | Red Grange of the Middle West, and 
st, tional Exposition and charged its of-| his orchestra, that he requested an| court suit Friday (20) against Ring-| There are few leftovers from the | breaking him loose spells the differ- 
~ ficials with negligence, We feel that | option for their services for a period |ling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey Com-| Sutherland talent on the Pittsburgh | ence between these two elevens, 
nd we cannot, in fairness, let this mat-|of four consecutive weeks, com-|bined Shows, Inc., seeking $15,000| campus, so they must depend entire- | Michigan gets the edge. 
1. : ter go unchallenged. mencing some time this winter, damages claiming breach of con-/} ly on honest-to-goodness students. USC—Washington State 
he The undersigned constitute a com- Cab Calloway, Inc., tract. The widow of the Ringling Their power is still a question mark, State hasn’t been tough since the 
a mittee of deputies to administer af- By William Mittler, press agent asserts that on April 9, while Ohio State has everything | days of Turk Edwards and Mel Hein. 
0- fairs of the Gay-Way at the Exposi- Asst. Treas. 1939, the defendant approached her | that’s required for an unbeaten sea-| USC, after losing the who’s who of 
he tion, and were elected at a meeting and made an agreement to give aj|son. A fast starting team, the Buck- nr by rang sn Br has 
or of all the employees. We feel we [Comment on Cab Calloway’s benefit performance at Madison | eyes should slice their way to a — ty Sg to make t ings very 
he are in a good position to testify to| drawing power did not cover all his|Savare Garden in memory of her | substantial victory. unp — or all of — oppo- 
he the record of AGVA at the Exposi-/| activities. He and his band are an husband and to donate all the pro- Boston College—Tulane nents. This should merely be exer- 
oF tion. unquestioned theatre attraction, on | C&®4s to the erecting of a monument| The Boston College Eagles are|cised as Southern Cal romps to a 
as From the very first week of the|the record. Story merely reported to him in New Britain, Conn., with ps saga on omg Bear engpaciet _, sino liadehicea adie 
a Eagecttion, when the Gay-Way was) Rio Belivcom pull compared with |S © TAt™ that the circus manage-|boasted. ‘The trouble is theyve| Kenny Washington is no longer 
S, organized, the AGVA officials, par-|Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey, et © CIAHINS WARS tS CinCus ANA. | Soasee. ° +48 aA a 
.| al.—Ed ment turned over $500 to her, and | going into the torrid deep south to| in uniform and therein lies the loss 
= aaa John Jenene, Pepessents- | °°.) j , battl f the st t outfits | of three-quarters of UCLA’s attack 
= tive, and Vie Connors, executive a has consistently refused to give her | ba ~ one 0 e : ronges _ outfits Va re — aed A. By 4 a “ . 
secretary, have been most diligent te Sem-Go-Itumne any more. in that section. Tulane’s business is uthern Me as los not ing 
iri in their efforts to se- football—they’ve enough material| through graduation and, with a 
and untiring 4 enuiitieds tor oll the New York. | for four good teams and their re-| year’s more experience under fire, 
er Saree Ms amie and the Editor, Variety: : G Pi serves will mean the difference be- | these mustangs will rate among the 
employees On oe ee) OO page 55 of your Sept. 4 issue, | ompers ic tween victory and defeat. The Green| first 10 of the nation. SMU will 
have given us freely of their time. | the name ‘Betty R. Blunt’ (illustrator | w - ; 
A 2 , . ave will win this game in the/| start their road to glory with a trl- 
Mr. Jennings was assigned by Mr.| for ‘Bet It’s a Boy’), is called an) Contanee trem page 4 second half when the Eagles start | umph 
Connors to the Island and not one| obvious phoney. Not true. She is, eri tabor Counetl ‘test week. Sinnigen | to wilt. . ii Mississippi—LSU 
day _has gone pa —.. Mr.! was, confined to the Baker Clinic,| caiq that a bank had agreed to put Minnesota—Washington A year ago practically all of the 
Jennings being in attendance. Every | Deaconess Hospital, Boston (Leahy| yp $250,000 of the production cost| The Washington Huskies are being| Louisiana State touchdowns could 
performer on the Island including| Clinic). At the time I knew her,| and $150,000 more is being sought as | touted as the Rose Bowl candidate |be attributed to the pass catching 
talkers, grinders, lecturers, bally|one year ago, she had been confined an investment from central labor P 
the scale and conditions enforced.! 4 spinal injury and was illustrating ser rama 2. iin e 
The outdoor show world is one of| several children’s books, Check with Sinnigen said that Paul Muni had rod a é oot mners 
the most difficult to organize and its |+the Leahy Clinic for her address, | heen signed to play the role of the 
people among the most difficult for and I think you'll find I’m right. AFL founder. This was denied by 
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ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS protect her lovely skin. 
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| WOULDNT DREAM OF 
NEGLECTING MY DAILY 
LUX SOAP ACTIVE-LATHER 
FACIALS. THEY LEAVE 
SKIN FEELING SO SMOOTH 
\._ AND SOFT, LOOKING 


1 $0 FRESH Ly 





Try ACTIVE-LATHER FACI 
for 30 days 


(RINSE WITH WARM 
WATER—THEN COOL. 
ACTIVE LATHER DOES 
A THOROUGH JOB 





FIRST PAT 
ACTIVE LATHER 
LIGHTLY INTO 
YOUR SKIN 





















































































NOW PAT THE FACE 
ORY. IT FEELS SOFTER. 


SMOOTHER. SEE HOW POE ma 
UX Toilet Soap ACTIVE-LATHER FRESH IT Looks! ss 
FACIALS are a wonderful beauty aid,” mi — ae 
lovely Linda Darnell tells you. ‘““You can | es 
depend on ACTIVE lather to do a thor- . 2 
ough job of removing dust, dirt and stale 
cosmetics—yet it’s so mild and gentle, 
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Skin needs this protection to help it [ d ) {| 
stay smooth and soft—lovely to look at— nad : arne . 
and to touch. Join the thousands of clever in the 20th Century-Fox Production 






women who have taken Hollywood’s tip: 


Try ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS with Lux Brigham Yo ung 


Toilet Soap for 30 days. Use them often 99 3 
during the day as a quick beauty pick-up nd F3 
—ALWAYS at bedtime. Make these facials Li 44 “fersman Gg out of id 
your regular beauty care and see what | iE ial 
hacer avicace! Now Showing Locally Screen Stars 

use Lux Toilet Soap 

























